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WHERE'S THAT NEW TV TALENT? 





Berlin Night Life in Fast Comeback; IF 


Song Hits Boost 


By WILLIAM H. CONLAN 


Berlin, Oct. 18. 
Berlin night life is making a fast 
comeback since Commissioner John 


J. McCloy ordered all German 
cafes and restaurants back “on 
limits’”’ for the American occupa- 


tion personnel. Three places, in 
particular, are very popular with 
the Americans. They are the Ali 
Bar, Queen Bar and the Janika 
Gardens. The first two places have 
four-piece combos. while the Janika 
Gardens has Walter Dobschinsky's 
orchestra. Dobschinsky formerly 
played at the Harnack House, an 
American club. 

Aside from the airlift, 
Alley has done more for American 
prestige in Berlin than anything 
else. Many Berliners who can’t 
Speak a word of English know al! 
the words to “Slow Boat to China” 
or “People Will Say We're in Love.” 
Two French songs are very popu- 
lar, “La Mer” and “La Vien Rose.” 
One German song. “Mariandi,” 
caught on like wildfire. It has good 
stateside possibilities. One classic 
seems to stay right up on the top 
in popularity, 
but throughout Europe. It's De- 
bussy’s “Clair de Lune.” With the 

(Continued on page 1 79) 


Bill Boyd Mops Up 
On ‘Hoppy’ Sidelines 
Via Pic Series on TY 


Televising of the Hopalong Cas- 
sidy film series has put Bill Boyd 
in a mop-up position. Not only 
is the cowboy filmster cleaning up 
with a 5° royalty deal on chil- 
dren’s western gatb and toys, but 
because of the video releases he 
has nabbed the important Fire- 
man’s show in St. Louis, starting 
Nov. 5, and will tour a cowboy 
show. He's also slated to head the 
Macy's dept. store parade Thanks- 
giving Day. 

Se far, Boyd has eschewed the 

(Continued on page 79) 


Tin Pan 





Olsen and Johnson’s Yank 
Version of British Panto 


What may be the first American 
uction of an English panto- 
in many years is the musical 
Which British comedian - author 
rgie Wood is working on with 
Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson for 
the 1950-51 season. It's a more 
modern transmutation of the tradi- 
Xmas panto shows of Eng- 
but the theme is of the same 
basic Pattern. It will be a “Babes 
in the Woods” format, modernized 
of course. 
In actuality, some years ago 
ve Montgomery & Fred Stone's 
ck 0” Lantern” was the “Alad- 
” fable, and Al Jolson’s “Robin- 
Crusoe, Jr.” was of the same 
Senre. The last true British pan- 
mime in America was brought 
Over by Arthur Conquest and the 
rury Lane Players in 1898, titled 





“Humpty Dumpty, ” with the more , 


conventional “principal boy” 
“principal dame” technique. 


and 


not only in Berlin | 


American Prestige 


6 H’wood Stars For 
Command Film Show 


London, Oct. 25. 
First list of American stars who 


+ 





have been invited to attend the 
Royal Command Film Perform- 
ance was revealed vesterday 
(Mon.). Players include Ben Lyon, 


George Murphy, Gregory Peck, 
Walter Pidgeon, Douglas Fairbanks 
and Greer Garson 

Invitations also have been sent 
to some i4 top-ranking British 
artists. Event takes place Nov. 17 
with Metro's “That Forsyte* Wom- 
an" due to be the screen fare. In 
Britain the pic is known as “The 
Forsyte Saga.” It stars Miss 
Garson and Errol Flynn. 


Cuban Casinos 
Eye Top Acts 
As Tourist Lure 


The Cuban casinos may take up 
the slack in Florida bookings this 
year. A full-fledged booking war 
is in the offing if Cuban operators 
go threugh with plans to entice 


MSE 

















oo. 


Criticism is being advanced in 
the trade that television so far has 
not kept its promise of developing 
its own talent. In the rush to capi- 
talize on name star performers 
from Broadway and Hollywood to 
build bigger audience ratings, it’s 
argued, the medium has done prac- 
tically nothing to discover, train 
and build its own stars 

Whiie the results to date have 
been comparatively successful, 
video execs are already beginning 
to regret their negligence. Experi- 
ence has definitely proved that an 


actor or vaudeo performer, no mat- 
ter how good, can play just so 
many shows on TV before he starts 


wearing out his welcome A void 
in available talent. as a_ result, 
looms threateningly in the future, 


and films will not be 
able to fill. While producers and 
program toppers anticipate their 
future troubles with anxiety, it's 
claimed, to date they have done 


which legit 


| virtually nothing but pay lip serv- 


U.S. trade with top American acts. | 


So far, three cafes in the Havana 
area are set to battle it out. The 
Montmartre has started by signing 
Cab Calloway for four 
beginning Nov. 4. Spot 
dickering for King Cole 
Mills Bros. 

Other cafes. 


is also 
Trio and 


the Tropicana and 


weeks | 


the Casino Nacional are still to 


announce plans. However, talent 
agencies feel that when the pitch 
for the U. S. tourists goes into 
high gear, the casinos and niteries 
will unleash hefty bankrolls for 
performers. 

The casinos hope for a sizable 
trade influx from vacationers in 
Miami Beach. With frequent plane 
flights, it will be possible to get 
the gaming elements for a whirl 
at the green felt tables. They hope 
that top American names will 
provide additional lure. 


‘SIX TIMES 4 WEEK’ 
BANNED BY NBC 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 
Ruling that “the rhythm of the 


Ivrics is suggestive,’ NBC has 
banned “Six Times a Week and 
Twice on Sundays” from perform 
ances over the network or any 


NBC-operated outlet. Title of the 
oatune, written by Lee Porter and 
Teepee Mitchell, was also dis%ked 
by NBC 

Margaret Whiting and Jimmy 
Wakely have cut the tune for Capi- 
tol, and it has just been released. 
Columbia has had Kay Kyser etch 


(Continued on page 79) 


{ 


ice to the idea of developing fresh 
talent on their own. 

Number of radio and legit thesps 
who entered TV during the early 
days and earned practically noth- 
ing but promises for the future 
have been almost completely 
sloughed off in TV’s rush to latch 

iC continued on page 79) 


TV as Showcase 


Cues 2 Legit Bids 


Effectiveness of television as a 
showcase for talent and material 
tor other entertainment forms is 


indicated in two developments last | 


week involving the video edition 
of “Inside U.S.A.” One was a bid 
by Cole Porter to sign Mary Healy, 
featured singer-actress on the TV 
series, for his forthcoming legit 
musical, “Heaven and Earth.” The 
other was an approach by Dwight 
Wiman to get some comedy sketch- 
es by Samuel Taylor and Russell 
Beggs, used on the initial “U.S.A.” 
telecast, for his new Broadway 
revue, “Dance Me a Song.” 

Althoug! Porter was already fa 
miliar with Miss Healy's work via 
her nitery appearances, he became 
enthusiastic about her after seeing 
her with her husband, comedian 
Peter Lind Hayes, on the Chevro- 
let-sponsored television series. 
However. Miss Healy was forced 
to turn down the composer's offer 
ot a featured part in the musizal 
he's doing for Subber & Ayers, as 
she’s under contract for the video 
stanza and there would be a time 
conflict in the two assignments 
Arthur Schwartz, producer of both 
the TV and legit editions of 
‘U.S.A..” refused to release the 
singer from the latter show 

In the case of the Taylor-Beggs 


sketches, they will probably be 
used in the stage revue being 
{readied by Wiman. 





IRE ‘2 Roberts’ Cos. Netting 146 Weekly; 


South Pacific’ $10,000 B’way Profit 





52d St. Strippers 
Under Wraps Again 


Business along 52d street, N. Y 
is at its lowest in years, having 
been brought on by the publicity 
anent license suspensions in sev- 
eral of the spots along Strip Row 
Club Samoa recently drew a sus- 
pension while the Nocturne and 
Club Ha-Ha last week started a 20- 
day shuttering because of the strip- 
peroos 

Customers for such types of dis- 
plays apparently are taking 
biz elsewhere while the heat is on 
The area sometime ago lost 
bulk of its swing trade to Bop City 

Bonifaces along the Row 


cies. 


Terpers May Walk 
Out on SRO Ballet 
At Winter Garden 


Threat ef a dancers’ strike looms 
ot the Winter Garden, N. Y., where 
the Ballets de Paris is playing to 
ShO biz. Company of i4 dancers 
is grumbling about its low pay. 
while the show is grossing over 
$35.000 weekly. Talent has been 


discussing the situation informally, « 


and huddling with union agents on 
what. if any, action to take On 
the other hand, the Shuberts have 
been handling a gold mine 
Shuberts have made an unusual 
(Continued on page 79) 





their 
the 


are 
now shopping around for new poli- 


fig- 
- grossing 


Roberts,” already 
ured to be the highest 
straight play on record, may also 
set a modern mark for profits 
By next Feb. 18, when it will have 
completed two years on Broadway, 
the Thomas Heggen-Joshua Logan 
comedy-drama will probably have 
earned back nearly $1,000,000 on 
its original investment of $100,000. 
At the present gate, the original 
and touring companies are netting 
a total of more than $14,000 a 
week 


The 


“Mister 


starring 
Henry Fonda, at the Alvin, N. Y., 
has already earned back over 
$600,000, plus the $75,000 used to 
do the second company. The latter 
has made a profit of almost $200.,- 
000. The New York production 
which recently climbed back to 
virtual capacity at over $34,000 
ifter tapering off to under $29,000 
at one point last summer, breaks 
even at around $19,000 and is net- 
fing about $7,000 a week. 

The touring company, which has 
been grossing between $26,000- 
$32.000, depending on the location, 
etc. can operate for around $16.- 
000 standing still and §$i7,000 
traveling, and it has been net- 
ting somewhere around $6,000- 
$9000. So far, the combined op- 
eration has paid the backers a 
profit of $600,000 on their invest- 
ment. Besides assets of nearly 
$28,000 in union bonds and de- 
posits. and a sinking fund of $10,- 
006, there is an earned profit of 
over $80,000 on hand. 

Leland Hayward, producer of 
“Roberts” and co-producer of 
“South Pacific” and “Anne of the 
Thousand Days,” is readying the 
production of another play, “Rat 
Race.” by Garson Kanin, and is 
reportedly interested in a new 


(Continued on page 79) 


original edition. 
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Fall re lancout Tour 
The Hour of Charm 


ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 


OCTOBER 








Under the Direction Of PHIL SPITALNY 


25—_teremie,Wye,— 
26—Denver, Colo. 
27—Pueblo, Colo. 
28—Great Bend, Kan. 
29—Salina, Kon. 
30—Lincoln, Neb. 
31—Sioux Falls, $. D. 


NOVEMBER 
1—Des Moines, lowa 
2—Peoria, Ill. 

3—-St. Louis, Mo. 
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Eastern Guilds to Carry TVA Cause 
To SAG Ranks; 4A’s May Defer Vote 


Eastern talent guilds, widely * 
Baers’ Bullish Month 


separated from the Sereen Actors , 
November 





Guild in their advocacy of setting 
up a Television Authority, will 
take the issue to the Coast union's 
rank-and-file in an effort to enlist 
grassroots support for their aims. 
Final attempt to reach agreement 
on the top echelon level is slated shire 
to go down in failure today (Wed.) at which time she will be named 
when the international board of the chairman of the 1950 N. \ 
Associated Actors & Artistes of Fund drive Tomorrow 

America meets at the Hotel Astor, she is being tea’d preliminarily. 


On Nov. 17. 
Baer 


N. ¥.. to vote on the question. The Hearst humorist on Nov. 10 

Strong possibility remains that is being luncheoned by the Ban- 
the 4A’s board will postpone tak- shees. the Hearst intra-organiza- 
ing a vote on outstanding issues tion's social club, of which Baer 
before the meeting today in order is the No. 1 Banshee and mara- 
to permit a peaceful way out of the thon toastmaster Because of the 


size of the occasion the usual Wal- 
dorf Wedgwood Room is being 
abandoned for the grand ballroom. 


Hot Words Raised On 
Eire Scissoring Dance 
From ‘Words & Music’ 


Dublin, Oct. 18. 


impasse On that assumption, 
SAG is not a sending a rep from 
the Coast to the 4A’s board meet- 
ing but will have Florence Mar- 
ston, head of SAG’s New York of- 
fice and 4A’s official, acting in its 
behalf. 

Supported only by the Screen 
Extras Guild in its opposition to 
the TVA. the SAG rep at the meet- 
ing will be committed to a policy 
ot voting against at least two, and 
perhaps all three, of the motions 


to be submitted to the 4A’s board. Biggest row in years ever cen- 
SAG and SEG. haven’t budged %°rship has started up over scis- 
from their anti-TVA position since %°ring by film censor Richard | 
the 4A’s board recessed on Oct. 5 Hayes of “Slaughter on 10th Ave- 


from Metro's 
which has just 
Adelphi here. 


Top point on today’s agenda will nue” ballet sequence 
be a motion which would allow “Words and Music 
TVA to be organized. Lineup will played two weeks at 


put SAG and SEG in the nay No official comment was made, 
column against the affirmative either by M-G's Irish manager, 
votes of Actors Equity, Chorus Jack Lyons, or censor, but story of 


cut leaked to newspapers through 
someone who had seen uncut ver- 
sion in England. 


(Continued on re ' 72) 


Subsequent correspondence in 
newspapers got very —= with 
demands that censorship law. be | 


Madison Se Cordes, City 
Resume Talks on Sports drastically revised to include such 
Coliseum, Convention Hall tne‘nvmner of minutes cut by the 


Long discussed $25,000,000 sports censor from each flim. with his 
Coliseum at Columbus Circle, N. Y.. reasons for the deletion. 
came nearer realization this week smeenene 


O'Dwyer that the eity and the Mad- AM ARTISTS ENCORE 
EXHIBIT FOR CHARITY 


ison Square Garden Corp., had 
agreed to resume negotiations on 
Repeating an idea first done last 
vear and which netted $25,000, the 





the project. Such agreement is 
held tantamount to giving Madison 
Square Garden the inside track on 


the big sports arena which also National Urban League will again 
would include space for a huge hold an exhibition-auction of 
convention hall. Part of setup paintings by noted amateurs. New 
would be parking space for 2,000 personalities from all fields of 


how business. in addition to scien- 
tists, congressmen, socialites, an 

authors will be represented. 
Scheduied to run at New York's 


autos. 

Construction would be under 
taken by the corporation via financ- 
ing by the Triborough Bridge and 
Tunnel Authority. Actual opera- 
tion, it is reported, would be by 
the Madison Square Garden Corp., 
which aiso would, of course, con- 
tinue te eperate Madison Square 
Garden at 50th and Eighth Ave. 
Latter arena would be used for 
lesser sports events and would not 
interfere with bigger events at the 
Coliseum, 

Under new understandings, New 
York City is reported to have won 
its point of having one operator 
run not only the arena proper but 
the convention hall and parking 
Yarage instead of using several 
operators. Completion of the proj- 
ect would give N. Y. a convention 
spot capable of handling upwards 
of 50.000 people. N. Y. Convention 
and Visitors Bureau has sought : 
something like this for years, point- at Chi 
ing out that the city not only has Thursday he speaks for United 
Jost millions of dollars because of Jewish Appeal, Philly; Friday, 
having no‘adequate convention hal} UJA. Syracuse; then to N. Y. for 
but that New York City also has conference with Cardinal Spell- 
suffered in prestige because unable ™2n on fund-raising for N. Y. 
to land some of the bigger con- Foundling Home. 
claves. He returns to the Coast Monday. 


Nov. 7-19..the exhibition will open 
will wind up with an evening auc- 
tion Nov. 21. 

Current plans call for artists 
from the same field of endeavor 
to have their pictures displayed as 
a group. The front page of a New | 
York daily or trade paper will be. 
used to indicate the segment of 
painters whose work is being 
shown bv featuring a specially- | 
written headline and story. | 


Cantor ap oe Busy 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Fddie Cantor left Monday (24) 
to address National Safety Ceuncil 
Wednesday (26) night. 


looms as a _ bullish 
month for the Arthur (Bugs) Baers. | 
Louise (Mrs. Bugs) | 
will be feted with a Hamp-| 
House buffet dinner for 200, | 


Heart 
‘Thurs.) | 


Parke-Bernet's new galleries from | 


with a $5 invitation preview and. 
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Yank In Paris 


By MEL MARTIN 


Paris, Oct. 18. 

Josephine Baker putting the b.o. 
back in the “Folies Bergere” with 
her return to the opus after a long 
vacation, thus killing all those ru- 
mors about quitting the show. Re- 
views and word-of-mouth are of 
little help to the extravaganza, but 
a tourists pack the house, regard- 
ess. 


The Lewis Milestone film. deal- 
ing with the French black market. 














has been pushed back to next 
March. 

Bill Johnson, of the London 
“Annie Get Your Gun” co.. flew to 


Paris for a two-day holiday. He 
says England is cheery enough, but 
oh! what the devaluation of the 
pound is doing to his weekly check. 
Ditto almost all American acts in 
France. With the france up trom 





ams By MARTY GLICKMAN 
(WMGM, CBS-TV, Paramount News Sportscaster) 


COLLEGE 
| EAST 
* Games Selection *Points 
Boston College-Villanova (Fri. nite)... I ee, «ead in 7 
Tough ball game! Wildcats better balanced. 
| Commetl-Cotumsite ine s+ o0t6 ae TT Tin 6600600600 ce 14 
Big Red class of the Ivy League. 
| Yale-Dartmouth 006 -MMNUEEIUEEED Se ccccccccccs 13 
Dartmouth ‘dee per and faster. 
Fordham-Georgetown Georgetown ............ 13 
The Ram's improved, but not good enough. 
Harvard-Holy Cross .; _ 14 
The Caniabs win ineir first game. 
Navy-Notre Dame Notre Dame ............ 21 
Who can stop the Irish? 
Penn State-Syracuse eS a ieee ae we »@ 
—_ Syracuse outmanned., 
WILL MAHONEY Penn-Pittsburgh Penn ......... ; 
While in Great Britain. The Eve Tossup! Penn more versatile. 
ning News, said If all the things Princeton-Rutgers : Princeton .............. 13 
America sends us were as good as Tiger stronger each week. 
Will Mahoney we'd owe her a big- SOUTH 
ger debt than any war debi Georgia-Alabama Ee, 20 
On his initiaal New York TV per- This is not Georgia's year. 
formance with Milton Berle Variety Vanderbilt-Auburn DEED 6es¢ee8esme as 6 
(Oct. 19) said—‘“Berle really rang Commodores by a shade. 
the bell with the expert alliance of Texas Christian-Baylor ee oe ees 7 
Will Mahoney.” Bears an outside cheice in southwest race. 
Rep. JACK DAVIES Kentucky-Cincinnati CC EE 
48 West 48th Street, New York 19 Kentucky regains winning stride. 
eee Clemson-Wake Forest Wake Forest.......... 13 
Deacons rolling after slow start. 
NOW THERE WILL BE Georgia Tech-Duke Georgia Tech........... 7 
Big ball game! Tech too tricky. 
? MADDER RUSSIANS LSU-Mississippi (nite) LSU ‘4 mites 
LSU still roiling after upset of No. Carolina. 
An agreement on the use of the Maryland-South Carolina Maryland : sees 14 
“Mad Russian” billing has been Terrapins the spoilers of the south. 
reached by Eddie Cantor and Bert rulane- Mississippi State ps Tulane e° ee eecoceeece 27 
Gordon who had been doing that Green Wave rising again. 
bit with Cantor on the air and on Ne. Carolina-Tennessee No. Carolina ....... 13 
personal appearances for 14 years. |__ What did happen to the Tarheels at LSU? 
According to Gordon, terms of the Rice-Texas Tech Rice tenes zt 
pact specify that Gordon can con- Just a breather for the Owls. 
tinue te use that title in his ap- Arkansas-Texas A&M Arkansas .... ieee 20 
pearances, but material that has Aggies having worst season. 
been used in conjunction with SMU-Texas aap ee 7 
Cantor remains Cantor's property. Mustangs win another for Doak Walker. 
Cantor in turn also can use the | Virginia-West Virginia i eee ad ee 3 
“Mad Russian” billing with any This one a tossup always. 
performer he chooses. MIDWEST 
Gordon is currently in New Hlinois- Michigan Ww : } a Pp ere ee if 
York where he is slated to do sev- wi in-Indi olvermes on the ee a e 
eral tele shows. He had cancelled — “ —_ hte’ gy, AOR — * 
sas ' adgers wonderful surprise under Ivy Williamson. 
out of the initial Milton Berle Oklah I Stat Oklah 8 
show because of a dispute on ma- — — +: Sates —- se 
terial. Agreement with Cantor Sooners rank with Notre Dame and Army. 
Sottewed. Kansas-Kansas State | . Kansas eaten Tae 
“ ; ~— rraditional game: Kansas too big. 
On Cantor's recent Chicago ap- Michigan State-Temple Michigan State ...... 27 
pearance at the Electrical Exposi- Spartans lost only to Michigan. 
tion Don Tannen did the Mad pyrdue-Minnesota Minnesota ............ 14 
Russian bit with Cantor. Big Gopher line takes it out on Purdue. 
= Missouri-Nebraska Missouri 20 
° Missouri heading for Big 7 showdown with Oklahoma. 
Bill Goetz’ s Van Gogh Ohio State-Northwestern Ohio State 14 
Buckeyes still in running fer Big 10 title. 
FAR WEST 
Gets Beaucoup Billing UCLA-California DD . i csstesanenes 7 
William Goetz, Universal exec | Bears biggest hurdle to Rose Bowl. 
producer and owner of a disputed Oregon-lIowa sr 3 
Vincent van Gogh painting, has Oregon best in northwest. 
come up with a finale to the who- Oregon State-Washington State is A + eesaceee 6 7 
dunit which has been baffling art | Tight ball game, both clubs unpredictable. 
circles for over a year. At the Santa Clara-Stanford . Samte Clara ............ 7 
behest of the N. Y. Metropolitan | Broncos are best independent on. coast. 
Museum of Art, Goetz has agreed Washington-USC ~ 2S iene 4 14 
to submit the painting, “Study By | Trojans waiting for California to be upset. 
Candlelight,” to an impartial board | PROFESSIONAL 
of museum experts for definitive | NATIONAL LEAGUE 
authentication. The decision will Chicago Cardinals-N. Y. Giants . ied. 66400. 10 
be made known in about four | Giants can stop Cards’ running attack. 
| weeks. . Green Bay Packers-Detroit Lions . Lions _. lircseccsse 
Goetz’ attorney, Arnold Grant, Packers just playing out the scheduk. 
disclosed that V. W. Van Gogh, Les Angeles Rams-Chicago Bears ENE + as +03 68600 7 
nephew of the artist, who cast Rams best in west. Bears have no ground attack. 
doubt on the authenticity of the Pittsburgh Steelers-Philadelphia Ge 21 
canvas, also agreed to abide by This breaks the Eastern Division tie. 
the decision of the experts. The N. Y. Bulldogs-Washington Redskins ee 14 
living Van Gogh precipitated the Bulldogs don’t have it to stop Baugh. 
ruckus after Goetz bought the ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 
painting from an _ unidentified N. Y. Yankees-Baltimore Colts a 55... -sceeeeess 7 
source by tagging it a counterfeit. Red Strader has best defense in the circuit. 
It later developed that he never Chicage Horuets-Los Angeles (Fri. nite). Chicago = _......... . - 7 
saw the original but based his opin- | Hornets beginning to jell under Flaherty. 
ion on a black and white repro- Cleveland Browns-San Francisco Browns ..... , 16 


Browns just waiting for this one. 
SEASON'S RECORD 
Won, 151; Lost, 62; Ties, 8; Pet., .709 





* Home teams listed first. 
* Points are selector’s prediction, not the gambling odds. 
College games are held Saturday unless otherwise stated; pro games 


| on | Sunday unless otherwise stated. 








300 to 400 francs to the dollar, tell dancers hopped a train to Le 
their paychecks seem a lot smaller| Havre before their evening per- 
now. Seems nobody was smart, formance to meet the two new in- 
enough to ask for some sort of coming replacements off the Ile De 
clause in their contract which France. The train back to Paris 
would revaluate their money as the was three hours late, and the boys 
foreign counterpart fluctuates. were obliged to leave the two non- 

Dick and Flora Stuart, who | French-speaking femmes ‘one wiih 
danced their way to boffo reviews |# Child and dog) at the Paris sta- 


in Barcelona, are in Paris gettin tion while they rushed to the Lido 
ready for a two-week stint in Hol to make the last few numbers. New 


land. | girls are former Jack Cole-ites: the 
Betty Bruce busy rehearsing for | /¢4ving duo are off to respective 
hey eight-week stint at the Bacara,| Y€@ding bells. 
nitery on the Champs Elysees. 
This was once a second-rate varie- |” 
ty theatre known as Le Tyrol. but | 
has been renovated and opens as a | 
big, brassy new Parisian boite. 





Phil Silvers Set By M-G 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 
Metro has signed comedian Phil 
Silvers for “Summer © * Judy 


Two of the Lido’s Stephen-Mar- Garland-Gene Kelly starrer. 
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DRIVE-INS NAB ‘LOST’ AUDIENCES 





British Politics Seen in U.S. Films’ 


Denial on ‘Leakages’ of § Usage 


Top major ant indie distribution * 


sources denied this week that 
there had been “leakages” cf 
sterling to Amé@rican companies 
through the British currency con- 
trol. Such “leakages” were re- 
ported in London as the re%son 
for the request by the Bank ol 
England that the U. S. industry 
grant it the right of approval over 
uses to which frozen Yank coin is 
put in Britain. 

The reports led the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America and the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, the American sig- 
natories to the Anglo-U.S. agree- 
ment of March, 1948, to request 
the Bank of England for specific 
instances of such “leakages.” B. of 
FE. replied that it could offer no 
such cases and that was not the 
reason for requested change in the 
1948 pact. 

American sources feel that the 
Bank's desire to oversee uses ot 
coin under the agreement is strict- 
lv a bit of internal juggling for 
power among British officials. Un- 
der the agreement the Board of 
Trade, with which the original 
deal was negotiated, supervises 
use of the frozen money. In 
all other such monetary agree- 
ments in London, the Bank of 
England has control. The request- 
ed change by the Bank in an ef- 
fort to centralize tn its hands al! 
exchange matters and to get the 


(Continued on page 22) 


Yank Interests Seek 
Participating Deal On 
Rank’s Films for U.S. 


Something new in the way of 
J. Arthur Rank’s operations in the 
U. S. is currently under considera- 
tion by the London h.q. of the 
British film tycoon after initial 
talks by Rank’s reps in America. 
Rank and his aides are considering 
an offer made to him by undis- 
closed Yank interests for a partici- 
pation interest in a number of his 
British-made pix now being read- 
ied for release in the U. S. 


Two pix specifically under con- 
sideration are “Madness of Heart” 
and “Adam and Evelyn.” Under- 
stood that a U. S. syndicate has of- 
fered to buy a participation in the 
producer's share with frozen 
pounds. After a series of talks, 
proposal has been forwarded to 
Rank officials in England for de- 
cision. 


As the offer shapes up, it would 
be a purely speculative venture on 
the part of the American syndicate. 
That is because they would have no 
say-so on the choice of distrib or 
the terms of release. Under Rank’s 
commitments, either Universal or 
Fagle Lion will get both pix. How- 
ever, purpose of offer is to share 
in producer's interest solely. 


Rank has never heretofore sold 
an interest in one of his films in 
the U. S. Understood, initial talks 
preceded devaluation and one of 
the questions which must be an- 
swered is whether to ask for a 
boosted price in pounds because 
of their diminished ratio to dollars 
a the films would earn in the 
. 





TRIPLE CHORE ‘NEARLY 
KILLED’ ROBT. DONAT 


Producing, directing and star 
ring in Sir Alexander Korda’s 
“Cure For Love” “nearly killed 
me,”’ declared Robert Donat in 
New York last week, following his 


arrival on the Queen Elizabeth. 
Film was wrapped up about six 
weeks ago and is slated for a 


Christmas preem in London. 
Donat plans several weeks’ vaca- 
tion in the U. S. prior to return- 
ing to Britain to handle final edit- 
ing on “Cure.” He is visiting his 
mother in Wallingford, Conn., but 
expects to make a radio appear- 
ance on the NBC “Theatre Guild 
o* the Air” Oct. 30. Other than 
that he has no immediate plans. 





Racher vs. Selznick 
Suit Into 2d Week 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25 

William Bacher’'s $2,150,000 
breach-of-contract suit against 
David O. Selznick moved into its 
second week in L. A. superior 
court with Judge Joseph Vickers 
presiding. Action involves an oral 
contract through which Bacher was 
to produce a picture, “If This Be 
My Harvest,” with three Selznick 
stars in top roles. 

Complaint is that Selznick sud- 
denly withdrew his contract play- 
ers, Louis Jourdan, Robert Mit- 
chum and Alida Valli, causing the 
production to be abandoned. 


BRIT. FILM CRISIS 
STAYS KORDA S 
VISIT TO U.S. 


General situation of crisis pre- 
vailing in the British film industry 
is believed to have influenced Sir 
Alexander Korda to call off the 
visit to the U. S. which he had 
scheduled for this moath. While it 
doesn't directly affect Korda, the 
publication this week or next of 
the financial statement of his prin- 
cipal competitor, J. Arthur Rank 
is expected to cause considerable 


commotion in British financial and 
film circles and in the press. Rank 
it is certain, will show a heav: 
loss 

While Korda’s operations are 
likewise understood to have been 


unprofitable during the past vear. 
his situation is much different 
from that of Rank. He owns no 
theatres and onlv a small distribut- 
ing company, British Lion. com- 
pared with Rank’'s big General 
Film Distributors combine. Korda’s 
operations are therefore on an en- 
tirely different scale from those 
(Continued on page 20) 


Majors Continue to Buy 
In Their Own Shares 


Four major companies during 
the past 30 days continued push- 
ing their programs for either the 
reduction of common stock out- 
standing or the retirement of spe- 
cial stock issues. Picking up an- 
other 27,200 shares of common 
Paramount has now sliced its out- 
standing issue by one-seventh and 
passed the million mark in a three- 
year campaign. Par holds in its 
treasury 1.006.015 shares of com- 
mon. Company buvs its stock on 
the New York exchange 

Universal has bought 
270 shares of its 414° 
preferfred to bring the 
quisitions on the small 
2.730 shares. Following 
course, 20th-Fox during 
period purchased 100 
prior preferred. Its treasury 
ings amount to 3.900 shares 

Similar action is being taken by 
Columbia. Company picked up 100 
shares of cumulative preferred 
Total acquisitions amount to 1.500 
shares 


in another 
cumulative 
total ac- 
issue to 
the same 
the same 
shares of 


hold- 


Garfield Recupes, So 
‘Fall’ Resumes at 20th 
Hollywood, Oct. 25 

“The Big Fall” resumed Monday 
(24) at 20th with John Garfield 
back at work after strained heart 
muscle and his hospitalization for 
past four weeks 

Picture has two weeks more of 
shooting 


WB Suspends Alexis 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
WB has suspended Alexis Smith 
for refusing to go on UI loanout 
for “The Shoplifter.” 
Andrea King has now drawn the 
assignment. 


A 
vv 


' lumbus” 


ZONERS LURE 








Quota, 


IVER-A0 NEES Up Remittances Regarded Favorably 


Minneapolis, Oct 
That over-3U-years-ola group 
labeled “The Lost Audience,” be- 


cause of its infrequent attendance 
at theatres, isn’t lost at all. It's in 
the driveins. That's what 500 ex- 
hibs at the Allied convention here 
were told by the University of 
Minnesota marketing researcher 
Rodney Luther. He has just com 
pleted, under University sponsor- 
ship, the first camprehensive sur- 
vey of drive-in audiences. He in- 
terviewed 1,600 patrons in Twin 
Cities’ five open-airers and came 
up with mass information that 
most exhibs found startling. 

Most significant fact, perhaps is 
that the under-the-stars playhouses 
are making an important contribu- 
tion of getting back into the film 
going habit the “over-30s."” Luthei 


said 40° of patrons are in that 
category 
with the same set ot Sgures he 


blasted popular concept that drive 
ins are “Passion Pits With Pix 

since only 10° of those interviewed 
were under 20—the necking crowd 


Fully 50° were in the 20-30 age 
group 

Also considered of great signifi- 
cance was the statistical backing 
Luther gave to the opinion alread) 
widely held that the fresh-airers 


(Continued on ae em one? 5 20) 


FABIAN TALKING UP 
NEFC BANKROLLING 


Si Fabian, head of the Fabian 
circuit and prez of National Exhib- 
itors Film Co., is privately button- 
holing a number of NEFC backers 
and other circuit ops in the course 
ot several trips made by him this 
week and last. Fabian is talking up 


suneaiation coin hetero outfit gets 
under way shortly. Group has been 
formed to bankroll indie produc- 
tion in Hollywood. 

Fabian planed to Charlotte over 
the weekend for a talk before the 
North Carolina Theatre Owners 
convention on his _ large-screen 
television experiences. His Fabian- 
Fox theatre, Brooklyn, screened 
the World Series via video. Prior 
to that, circuit head was in Mem- 
phis for another convention speech 


ard in Boston for huddles with 
Sam Pinanski, NEFC board chair- 
man. 


NEFC is a few hundred thou- 
sand dollars under its $2,000,000 
minimum set as the initial capital- 
ization of the company. 





Scharv Testing Short 
Sked for ‘Standoff’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 
Dore Schary has mapped an ex- 


perimental 21-day shooting sched- 
ule for “Standoff,” which Gerald 
Mayer directs 

Plan calls for thorough pre- 


shooting rehearsals and completion 


of all production chores before 
rolling If experiment succeeds 
other Metro films will be shot by 


same economical method. 


$45,000 00 IN 
ENGLAND 
London, Oct. 25 
48 hours of the resump 
tion of the House of Commons, 
Board of Trade prexy Harold Wil 
son was bombarded wifh questions, 
mainly concerning the effect of de 
valuation on dollar remittances to 
America and also dealing with the 
general crisis situation in Britain 
First to quiz the minister was 
Labor M.P. Raymond Blackburn, 
and he extracted from Wilson the 


information that earnings of Amer 
the last 12 


Within 


ican companies in 
months had totaled $45,000,000 
Had it not been for the monetary 


agreement which restricts the re- 
mittances to a total of $17,000,000 
a year, the whole of that amount 
would have been transferred to 
the companies concerned 

Replying to William Gallacher, 
one of the two Communists in the 


Commons, the Board of Trade 
chief explained that as a result 
of devaluation the permitted 


$17,000,000 absorbed more sterling 
than before and adversely affected 
American companies to the extent 
of £1,750,000 a year. 


Gallacher also questioned Wil- 
son on the recent statement by 
Tom O'Brien that as a result of 


‘Continued on page 22) 


Joe Schenck to S. America 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Joseph M. Schenck leaves Nev. 
27 on a four-week trip to South 
America. 
Dr. Harry 
him. 


Martin accompanies 


National Boxolfice Survey 


Mild Weather, Too Many Holdovers Slow Trade But 
‘Jolson’ Socko Champ; ‘Pinky’ Soars to Second 


Mild weather and lack of much 
strong product are cutting 
the grosses nationwide cur 


new, 
into 


rently. This situation is aggravat- 
ed by large number of holdovers, 
many not holding up well. 


In contrast to generally offish 
tone in key cities covered by Va 
riety this week, the great show of 
strength by “Jolson Sings Again” 
Col: clearly indicates the public 
will flock to pictures they want to 


see It is further illustrated by 
the big showing by “Pinky” (20th) 

“Jolson” is soaring to easily cop 
first place by more than $300,000 


in keys covered this session by 
Variety. “Pinky” is a strong sec 
ond, although only out in three 
spots currently. Third money is 
going to “Tokyo Joe” (Col), new 
Bogart starrer 

Friend 
up to land 


Irma” (Par) is holding 
fourth position, while 
Task Force” (WB) is finishing 
filth. “Under Capricorn,” another 
Warner pic, is moving up to sixth 
‘Thieves’ Highway” (20th), “Doc 
tor and Girl” (M-G), “Father Was 
Futlback” (20th) and “Ichabod” 
(RKO) round out the Big 10 list. 

Top runnerup films are “Easy 
Living’ (RKO), “Christopher Co- 
(U), “Fighting Ken- 


tuckian” (Rep) and “Sword in 
Desert” (U) 

‘Heiress” (Par) is the only new 
picture to evidence strong poten- 
lialities this round. It is doing 
nicely on upped seale to start an 
extended-run in L. A., repeating 
to some extent the big success it 
is enjoying at Music Hall, N. Y., 
where now in third week. “Red, 
Hot and Blue.”“from the same dis- 
trib, looms disappointing on its 
showing this session. “Beyond the 
Forest” (WB»> is spotty, being okay 
in Louisville, nice in Philadelphia 
and passably good in N. Y., with 


stage layout. “Everybody Does It” 
(20th). which opened yesterday at 
N. Y. Roxy. is satisfactory in Mont 
real 


Savage Splendor” 
solid in Providence, one of key 
cities in big New England launch- 
ing Rope of Sand” (Par), nice in 
K. C., ts holding well in second 
Denver stanza Lost Boundaries 
FC) shapes big in Philly 

Red Light” ‘UA) looms okay in 
Seattle ‘Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
RKO), which opens at N. Y. Cap- 


(RKO) shapes 


itol next month, continues big in 
second Philly week. “Fighting Man 
of Plains” (20th? looks fair in 
Frisco. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 12-13° 


I} 


London, Oct. 25. 
At an unannounced meeting 
staged here yesterday (Monday) 
with British film toppers, Eric 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s prexy. launched his 
drive for a reduction of the Brit- 
ish 40° quota and a boost in re- 
mittable film earnings. His chances 
of winning a cut in the quota are 
regarded as good because it is re- 
ported that Harold Wilson, presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, is pre- 
pared to go along providing more 
American dollars are invested in 
film production in Britain. 


Meet was held with J. Arthur 
Rank, Sir Henry French and Sir 
Philip Warter Johnston was 
flanked by Edward Cheyfitz, his 
aide, and F. W. Allport, head of 
MPAA's London office 


Following the meeting, French 
said the informal talks proved in- 
valuable but refused to reveal the 
scope of the discussions. However, 
there is little doubt that the trio 
ot Britishers favor the quota slash 
in view of the reduced volume of 
British film production. Johnston, 
it is said, urged the boost in the 

(Continued og page 22) 


See 20th’s Skouras, et Al. 
Getting New Long-Term 
Contracts a la Zanuck 


Twentieth-Fox 
Skouras., 


prez Spyros P. 
veepee Joseph H. Mosko- 
witz and other company toppers 
may be handed new, long-term 
contracts similar to that signed two 
weeks ago by production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck. But. because 
their present pacts still have more 
than two years to run, it’s believed 
that negotiations for any new con- 
tract won't get underway until late 
1951. 


Skouras. Moskowitz and most of 
the current 20th corporate officers 
took over in 1942. following the 
death of Sidney R. Kent, who was 
prez before he died. Most of the 
contracts signed by the new officers 
then were for 10-year periods. 
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PLENTY OF INTEREST BUT NO REAL BIDS How MPAA's ‘Green Sheet’ Rates ‘Em 


FOR SOON-TO-BE DIVORCED THEATRES 


Plenty of outside interest is evi-* 


denced for the big block of thea- 


tires which Paramount and RKO 
must unload under their Govern- 
ment consent decrees, but the key 
question — whether hard coin is 
backing the interest—is still look- 
ing for an answer. Both theatre 
departments have been besieged 
by exhibs nontheatrical yndi- 
cates investment brokers and 
others, for terms and conditions 
on the hundreds of theatres. But 


tangible offers are said to be few 
and scattered. 

Execs dickering with those send 
ing out feelers particular 
reluctance when it comes to a 
showdown. What is being demand 
ed of the theatre chains are for 
mulas which the frontmen can 
bring back to their clients or co 
venturers fo. “discussion Few, if 
any, of those probing purchase pos- 
sibilities are offering their idea of 
a price in cash. 

First reaction to the Paramount 
invitation for bids on its interest 
in the Butterfield circuit, via news 
paper and trade ads, bears out the 
same phenomenon Reportedly 
large number of inquiries have 
been received by Par. but no tangi- 
bie offers. Flock of letters and pe! 
sonal interviews seek Par's 
rather than present their own 

RKO’'s action last week in put 
ting three Cincinnati first-run 
houses on the block, besides a 25‘; 
interest in the Greater Huntington 
Theatre Corp..: follows a_ string 
of inquiries which again led to no 
tangible offers. Moreover, RKO is 
experiencing a similar reaction to 
the widely-known fact that it must 
jiquidate its interest in Metropoli- 
tan Playhouses, big New York 
chain in which George P. Skouras, 
United Artists circuit and RKO 
partner. 

As for Par’s Butterfield inter 
est, it has been learned that But- 
terfield management offered a low- 
er proportionate price for Par’'s 
roldings than that of RKO. which 


note a 


lerms 


it has acquired. With acquisition 
of the RKO interest, Butterfield 
management won control of the 


Foard. Hence, it does not need 
Par’s holdings to run the show. 

Possibly envisaging the shortage 
of hard cash when large groups 
of houses are thrown on the ma! 
ket, both Warner Bros. and 20th 
Fox are seeking to forestall the 
effects by quietly offering a num- 
ber of their houses to private in- 
vestors. These theatres it is said, 
are part of the number which the 
two chains will probably be _ re- 
quired to divest in order to open 
closed situations. 

Twentieth is proflering 
theatres on the Coast 
sirongest. Warners are on the 
prow! for terms on a number of 
their Philadelphia flickeries. 


Ask $1,050,000 Damages 
In Suit vs. Schine 


Buffalo, Oct. 25 

Anti-trust suit for $1.050.000 
treble damages was brought this 
week by the Charles E. Dickinson 
estate against the Schine Theatres 
in U. S. district court at Utica. 
Dickinson was a former theatre | 
owner in Lockport, near here 

Schine companies are charged 
with monopoly and restraint of 
trade and with forcing Dickinson, 
who died in 1933, to relinquish his 
theatre at a financial loss. Harold 
lL. Schulz and John F. Clagett, 
former U. S. Government attor- 
nevs, who were active in the Gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust prosecution 
acainst the Schine chain. are asso- 
ciated with Lockport attorneys for | 
the plaintiff 

Other Schine defendants § are 
Schine Theatrical Co. Inc. Schine 
Circuit, Ine.. Schine  Lexingten 
Corp., Chesapeake Theatres Corp., 


some 
where it is 





Palace - Lockport Corp... Seneca 
Theatres, Inc.. Reliance Theatres. 
Inc., J. Myer Schine. Louis D 


Schine and John A. May of Glov- 
ersville 


SCHLAIFERS EXPANDING 

Charles Schlaifer & Co. ad 
fvency has established a new pub- 
lic service division to handle pub- 
lic relations for such organizations 
#nd mental health and hvgiene 
groups, public education. ete 

Mrs. Evelyn Schlaife: agency . 
Vveepee and wife of the prez, heads 
Up the new branch. 





Vacuous Victory? 

If exhibitors were hep stu- 
dents of industry history, they 
would drop their current out- 
cry for a new selling code be- 
fore victory overtakes them. 
That is the comment of one 
distrib exec to the present hue 
and cry. He claims that every 
time exhibition won a fight 
court or otherwise, it only 
made their position so 
the worse 

They weren't 
a season's 
mostly at 
booking, 
“So they 


much 
happy when 
product as sold, 
flats, under block- 
exec commented. 
needled the Govern- 
ment into a lawsuit They 
won blocks-of-five under the 
consent decree which left 
them so much the worse. 
“They got busy and upset 
the consent decree Net re- 
sults were single picture deals 
When the case was finally won 
by the Government, the exhib- 
itor grabbed another victory in 
the form of competitive 
ing. That was one 
towards the cellar 


min 


sell- 
more step 
When thev 
and 
they Il 


their standard code 
open competitive bids 


Techni Paid From 
Profits as Boost 


To Joint Pix Prod. 


London. Oct. 25. 
4A detailed stateinent on 
der-Rockefeller & Co.'s 
financing British film 
will probably be made by the in- 
vestment firm's prez. Mord Bogie, 
upon his return to New York in 
mid-November. Bogie. who goes 
to Paris next week prior to sailing 
for the U. S., said he was unable 
to comment on the deal pending 
the finalizing of negotiations. 
Meanwhile, discussions are un- 
derway to arrange production of 
three Technicolor pictures at the 
Paignton studios by Rudolph de 
Cartier. A payment of $56,000 to 
the Technicolor organization to 
cover tint costs of each film is 
likely to be met by the first earn- 
ings of the pix on the American 
market. Technicolor’s remunera- 
tion probably will involve deferred 
payments, and the Bank of Eng- 
land's approval is being sought. 
Schroder-Rockefeller outfit, an 
Anglo-American syndicate, pro- 
poses to back both British and 
American producers in making 
films in England. All product is 
to be aimed strictly for the inter- 
national market and an ultimate 
goal of perhaps 15-20 features is 
envisioned. Investment house's 
step into the film field for the first 
time was aided by Technicolor's 
British managing director, Kay 
Harrison who acted as liaison, 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus. Techni- 
color prez and general manager 
who arrived here last week, em- 
phasized that his company is not 
concerned directly with financing 
production. However, he added, 
the firm may agree to a measure 
of deferment on tint payments. 
Kalmus remains in Britain for two 
weeks and plans return visits to 
England at sixmonth intervals. 





Schro- 
plans tor 
production 


Techni's 39-Wk. Net 


Technicolor, Ine., 
week net profit. 
other charges, amounting to 
768,550 for the first nine months 
ended last Sept. 30. This compares 
with $1,276,900 for corresponding 
period of 1948. The net 
equal to $1.92 per share as against 
$1.39 a share a year ago 


reported this 
after taxes and 


Company showed an estimated 
net of $620.830 for the quarter 
ended last Sept. 30, or 67¢. per 
share. 


Metre Signs Pat Williams 
Hollywood. Oct. 25. 
Pat Williams, “Blackouts” re- 
placement for Marie Wilson, has 


been signed to a term deal by 
Metro. 


$1.-) 


profit is) 


i 


Don Hartman Is Another 
Exploring Foreign Prod. 


Having wrapped up a contrac- 
iual stint at RKO, producer-write: 
Don Hartman sailed from New 
York last week on the Queen 
Elizabeth on 10-week European 
junket to explore the possibilities 
of making pix abroad with frozen 
assets. He expects to visit France 
ltalv, Switzerland and England 

Hartman's last RKO chore was 
“Holiday Affair,” which he both 
produced and directed. Formerl) 
titled “Christmas Gift,” it stars 
Robert Mitchum, His Europgan 
production plans would be on an 
independent basis, probably in as- 
sociation with native interests 
overseas. 


NO WRANGLING 
BY PAR WITH 
EX-PARDS 


In the constant wrangle fo: 
product among competing houses 
in the same key city, Paramount 
and its erstwhile theatre partners 
appear to be an exception which 
may become the rule in future 
breakups of affiliates and their 
outside pards. Distribs now report 
that in no instance are the former 
co-venturers bidding against each 
other for product once the ties are 
cut 

Instead, Par and its pards have 
hit upon an equitable split of 
product in those situations where 
the two have divided the former}: 
jointly-run flickeries. Where Pas 
for instance, took one house and 
surrendered two, distribs = are 
asked to groove one-third the 
product to the Paramount theatre 
two-thirds to the partner. Others 
are divvied, 50-50. 


DAVIDSON-GEIGER DEAL 
OFF: DICKERS OTHERS 


David Davidson, author of the 
1947 best-seller, “The Steeper 
Cliff.” disclosed this week that he 
has called off the deal by which 
Rod Geiger was to have acquired 
film rights to the novel last June. 
Davidson claimed that Geiger had 
failed to make any of the pay- 
ments called for under the con- 
tract. 

As a result, Davidson's agents. 
Ingersoll & Brennan in New York 
and Irving Lazar in Hollywood, 
who have held the book off the 
market since last March because 
of the Geiger deal, are offering it 
to other producers. It was a Fic- 
tion Book Club and Omnibook se- 








lection and is to be launched 
shortly in a 25c. printing by 
Bantam. 


Geiger, ex-GI who was partially 
responsible for bringing Roberto 
Rossellini’s first pic, “Open City.” 
to this country, is in London, 
where he recently completed film- 
ing “Christ in Concrete.” He said 
he had ordered his Hollywood at- 
torney, Edward Mosk, to make the 
pavments on “Cliff." but Mosk 
claims he never received any such 
notification. 


N.Y. to L. A. 


Robert Ardrey 

Ben Bisgeier 

Leon Brandt 
Annette Chakin 
Harold Conrad 
Frank Cooper 
Edward Everett Horton 
Dorothy Kirsten 
Norman Moray 
Harry M. Popkin 
Gottfried Reinhardt 
Tod Russell 

Jack Schlaifer 
Frank Sinatra 
Samuel Stiefel 
Franchot Tone 

Bill Watters 


N. Y. to Europe 
Denna Atwood 
Mrs. Leo Fuld 
John H. Harris 
John Hodiak 





George J. Schaefer 


Little-known sidelight of industry public relations is a semi- 
monthly publication that costs the Motion Picture Assn. of America 
thousands of dollars yearly, yet frequently raps violently the films 


of MPAA member companies. 


The publication, Joint Estimate of 


Current Motion Pictures—known to thousands of women’s club 
members as “The Green Sheet’—is sent to 7,000 organizations 


every two weeks. 


“The Green Sheet’ consists entirely of reviews based on the 


judgment of eight national groups. 


- @ode classification as to audience 


Each picture is also given a 


type. MPAA community relations 


department, which got the organizations together, provides the 
clerical and technicai help for preparing the publication and pays 


for printing and mailing. 
Idea of “The Green Sheet” is t 
by acquainting the clubwomen 


o head off criticism of the industry 
with type of films to which the, 


might send their families and with those they shouldn't, so that 


there are no repercussions 
viewers participate, it gives the 
the inside and thus less likely to 

Despite the MPAA sponsorshi 


Likewise, by 


having their own re- 
organizations a sense of being on 
make public criticism. 

p. the reviews are far from puffs 


Oct. 1 issue, for instance, said of Columbia’s “Miss Grant Takes 
Richmond,” “This comedy gets off to a good start. but ends in 
sheerest farce as complications get out of control... there may be 


those who will question whether 


pensate for its lack of ethics.” 


was classed as “Unpleasant, domestic melodrama 


unconvincing, dialog contrived.” 


“Divided opinion. exists within the committees. 


find the treatment exaggerated, 


or not its farcical qualities com- 
United Artists’ “Without Honor” 
sordid . action 
Warner Bros.’ “Under Capricorn” 
Some previewers 
slow-paced and lacking in Hitch- 


cock’s suspense-creating touch; others consider it an absorbing and 
entertaining tale with sustained interest throughout.” 


An added gadget, just 


started 


this month, is results of “The 


Wiggle Test” on pix considered especially suitable for kids. “Wiggle 
Test” is a preview by moppets which is observed to find how quietly 


or how impatiently they sit through a film. 


Walt Disney's “Adventures of Ic 


Here’s the reaction on 


‘habod and Mr. Toad”: “Although 


the children enjoyed Mr. Toad, their aitention twice dropped down 


lo passive acceptance 
elicited the peak of enthusiasm 


The fight 


with the 
That 


weasels in Toad Hall 
many of the children did 


not understand the narration was shown by their questions to each 


other during the screening 

tion, however, consistently 

below the interest level.” 
Code classifications 


used are 


Active participation and close atten- 
marked the reactions, which never fell 


Adults. Family, Young People 


fover 12), Children’s Programs Recommended (8-12 years) and Chil- 


dren’s Programs Acceptable 
ican Assn. of University Women 
dren's Film Library Committee. 


The participating groups are Amer- 


American Legion Auxiliary, Chil- 
Daughters of the American Revo- 


lution. National Federation of Music Clubs, General Federation of 


Women’s Clubs, National Board 
Picture Council. 


of Review and Protestant Motion 
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Distribs Brush Off 


Gripes Over 


Sealed Bids With a ‘Let- Em-Sue’ 


“Let ‘em sue and see how far they 
get.” continues to be the attitude 
of distribs on the swelling demand 
by exhibitors that the releasing 
companies make known to losing 
bidders for product what the suc- 
cessful bid was. Distribs are ada- 
mant that they won't disclose win- 
ning bids, despite persistent de- 
mands by theatremen which were 
formally echoed by the Pacific 
Coast Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners last week, were 
approved at the Theatre Owners of 
America convention in September. 
and which are on the Allied con- 
vention agenda currently. 


“We'd never get any business 
done if we revealed the bids.” one 
sales chief declared. “We'd just 
be engaged night and day in con- 
tinuous arguments with the losers 
if we had to justify to them every 
bid we accept. We are confident 
that we can justify our choices be- 
fore any impartial judge, but an 
exhibitor who has lost a bid can 
hardly be classified in that cate- 
gory, and wed be in continuous 
bickering.” 

Distribs recognize the suspicions 
aroused in many exhibs by the fact 
that winning terms are held confi- 
dential. Theatre ops frequently 
feel there is collusion or dishonest 
motive influencing the selection of 
the successful bid. Distribs deny 
that, of course, declaring there are 
so many tactors, tangible and in- 
tangible, that must be taken into 
consideration in determining a win- 
ner that what may look unfair to 
the exhib completely meets the im- 


partial test—which engagement 
will give the distributor most 
money. 


Distribs are completely mindful 
of the possibility of suits by exhibs 
over bids and are even a little sur- 
prised that thetre haven't been a 
flock of them. What the theatre ops 
don't realize, they say, is how care- 
ful they are in making their selec- 


Europe to N. Y. 
Mrs. Leslie Banks 
Michael Benthal 
Linda Christian 
Harry Foster 
Nicole Francis 
Joan Harrison 
Joseph S. Hummel 
Tyrone Power 
Vera Raiston 
Sol A. Schwartz 
Joseph Vegoda 
Herbert J. Yates 


tions and what a hawk-like watch 
the lawyers keep over the sales de- 
partments. In preparation for pos- 
sible legal action, in every case 
where there’s the slightest doubt 
as to which is the most favorable 
offer, sales execs dictate a memo 
for the files detailing all the factors 
which influenced their choice. 


One ef the charges made by ex- 
hibs is that a circuit house may 
continually overbid and take pro- 
tracted losses—which it will make 
up in other situations—tc freeze 
out an indie. Distribs say that is 
precisely one of the things which 
they watch for most carefully. If 
they think that is being done. they 
may reject the bid, although it 
offers more money. 


Most of the exhib squawks re- 
garding closed bidding would be 
stopped, distribs declared, if the 
theatremen were cognizant of the 
extreme caution used in picking 
the right bid in order to avoid giv- 
ing any reason for legal action and 
to win such suits if any are started. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
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TOA Meeting in N.Y. Maps Strategy 
On Exhibitor-Distrib ee 


Dept. of Justice is being increas- * 


ingly viewed by exhibs as the ulti- 
mate key to the current dispute 
raging over proposed “reforms” to 
selling practices. With the prelim- 
inary barrage laid down by both 
Theatre Owners of America and 
Allied groups meeting no encour- 
agement from distribs, the now- 
avowed intention of TOAers is to 
go to the Government for relief 
should the expected nix come from 
the major companies. 

Battle for a new selling code 
goes into initial skirmishing today 
(Wed.), when a TOA planning com- 
mittee meets in New York to set 
the drive’s strategy. Timed simul- 
taneously with National Allied’'s 
Minneapolis convention, the 
double-barrel events are expected 
to bring a showdown in exhib-dis- 
trib relations. 

(In Minneapolis, 
Myers, Allied board chairman, 
saw no possibility of his group 
working with TOA for a standard 
selling code. Myers told VARIETY 
that uniform practices had been 
tried a number of times in the 
past and consistently declared il- 
legal. “The law is still the same 
on the subject,’ he added.) 

Originally committed to 
targets—competitive selling 
lations, uniform clearances 
arbitration system—TOAers 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Wrangle Continues Over 


‘Volcano’ But MPSC Gets 
A 2d Pic from Same Prod. 


Whether Motion Picture Sales 
Corp., the Neil Agnew-Charles 


Casanave organization, will handle 
the U. S. distribution of the re- 
cently completed Anna Magnani 
starrer, “Voicano,” is still a matter 
of conjecture. Original deal is now 
in the re-negotiation stage, James 
F. Murray, Jr., New York attorney 
for producer Ferrucio Caramelli, 
confirmed last week and it’s “too 
early” to make any predictions. 

Old pact reportedly was tossed 
out by Caramelli when MPSC as- 
sertedly failed to make full pay- 
ment for the U. S. release fran- 
chise. American firm, according 
to Murray, delivered an initial sum 
ef $30,000 but failed to come 
through with an additional $50,- 
000 in installments. On the other 
hand MPSC claims the Italian pro- 
ducer hiked his terms on the Eng- 
lish-language pic when its b.o. 
prospects brightened. 

Despite the dispute over “Vol- 
eano,.” Murray has finalized an- 
other deal with MPSC whereby the 
latter will release the Italian-made 
“Mad About the Opera” in the 
U. S. Picture has such stars as 
Beniamino Gigli and Tito Schipa 
heading its cast. Import was turned 
out by newcomer Maleno Malenotti 


in association with Scalera Film. 





1006 False Arrest Suit 


Up vs. Par, Others 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Paramount, its Chi exchange 
manager J. Harold Stevens; Ass't 
District Attorney Edward Johnson 
and FBI agent Hugh F. Gordon go 
to bat tomorrow ‘Wed.) before Chi 
Federal Judge Michael Igoe in a 
$100,000 false arrest and malicious 
prosecution suit. 

Whole thing started, it seems, 
when a stranger walked into the 
Paramount exchange three years 
ago and asked the branch manager 
if the company wanted to buy a 
print of Bing Crosby's “Going My 
Way.” When the company report- 
ed the strange goings-on, FBI 
intervened, and the stranger, with 
the can of film under his arm, was 
arrested in the exchange. 

Thereafter, FBI through a mixup 
failed to show up at the criminal 
hearing and the defendant, Charles 
Fine, was absolved. Claimine that 
he obtained the print in a lawful 
manner, Fine is demanding the 
$100,000 balm. He will tell how 
he got the print when the case 
Sets going. 





Coast EL Huddle 


On Rathvon Films | 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Jack Schlaifer and his assistant. 
John Leon, are in from N. Y. for 
huddles with N. Peter Rathvon on 
distribution plans for quartet of 
pix Rathvon financed for 


Eagle 
Lion release. Leon Brandt, EL ad- 
vertising-publicity director, is also 


in to discuss campaigns. 

Rathvon pix are “The Sundown- 
ers,” “Rupert,” “Beloved” and 
“Destination Moon,” latter still to 
be produced. 


Wall St. Sees Big 
Tax Refund for U 


Recent bullish stock activity on 
the New York exchange in trading 
Universal's common stock is cred- 
ited by Wall street insiders to the 
imminent settlement by U of its 
big claim for tax refunds froin the 
Federal Government. Word has 
seeped out to the financial district 
that the Treasury Dept. has ac- 
cepted U’s claim in principle and 
is offering a compromise payment 





of $2,750,000. 


Despite the fact that U will not 


| break into the profit margin at the 


end of the current fiscal year, 
price quotes on its stock has been 
showing a gradual improvement. 
Belief on the street is that the re- 


fund will far outweigh minor op- 
erational losses. 
U’s original refund claim 


amounted to $11,600,000. Seeking a 
rebate on large taxes paid to the 
revenooers under the excess prof- 
its law, U has been pressing for 
Government action for the past 
seven years. 

Panel of three Treasury officials 
tendered the $2,750,000 recently 
after recognizing the merits of the 
company’s claim. U is still holding 
out for a payment between $4,000,- 
000-$5,.000,000 and an adjustment 
somewhere between the Govern- 


ment’s figure and that of the com- | 


pany is expected shortly. 

When U’s fiscal year ends, Oct. 
31, distrib is expected to show a 
loss of about $350,000 for the 12- 
month stretch. Returns in the past 
month have proved somewhat dis- 
appointing and the company is 
said to be about breaking even at 
the present time. Originally, it had 
hoped to overcome the $775,018 
loss reported for the first 39 weeks 
during its last quarter. 


JERSEY ALLIED’S OWN 
‘WAR’ WITH DISTRIBS 


While the big national groups, 
Theatre Owners of America and Na- 
‘tional Allied, duel with distribs on 
‘trade practices, New Jersey Allied 
has been conducting its own pri- 
‘vate war. Committee, led by Wil- 
bur Snaper, newly-elected Jersey 
topper, has been making the 
rounds of exchanges. Allied is de- 
manding “that the misallocation of 
films be ended and that favoritism 





in treating with circuits as against | 


independents also cease.” 

Snaper, however, complains that 
it is almost impossible to straighten 
these gripes on a local level. After 
pushing the campaign, he is con- 
vinced that only the National 
groups operating on the top distrib 
echelon can come up with reforms. 
“In the main, all we get is the 
blankest sort of stares,” Snaper 
said. 

Jersey Allied is charging distribs 
with putting pix in the wrong 
brackets and extracting top terms 
for mediocre product. It also feels 
that circuits get a better break on 
terms as evidenced in Jersey by 
sort of pix which the chains can 
profitably combine into dualers 
At rentals paid by indies, such 
packaging would be automatic in- 
‘surance of losses, it contends. 
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UNCLE SAM BEST POLICEMAN 





THAT'S ALLIED'S 


TOUGH’ STANCE 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Minneapolis, Oct. 25 

High hopes that the picture in- 
dustry is about to embark on a 
new era of peace between its vari- 
ous factions were blown skyhigh at 
the convention of the Allied States 
Exhibitors Assn. here. The organ- 
ization hadn't even gone through 
the amenities of opening its an- 
nual conclave yesterday (Monday) 
before it was evident that the spirit 
of cooperation, seen at the recent 
Chicago all-industry conference— 
and which was hoped might carry 


over to cement better intramural 
relations as the first step to im- 
| proving public relations—was not 


| going to keep Allied’s membership 
from votifercusly squawking over 
what it considered wrongful acts 
by the majors 

Beefs centered primarily around 
the charge that the distribs and the 
large circuits are circumventing 
the U. S. Supreme Court and other 
decrees, under which they are sup- 
posed to operate. Specifically, the 
complaints were 

1. The decree’s provision against 
distribs taking a hand in setting 
admission prices is being circum- 
vented—more or less ingeniously 
—by various companies. Mentioned 
in this regard by numerous exhibs 
was Columbia on “Jolson Sings 
Again” and Paramount on forth- 
coming “Samson and _ Delilah,” 
both of which, in one way or an- 
other, were forcing theatre ops to 
up admission scales 

2. Competitive bidding was be- 
ing forced on exhibs despite the 
Supreme Court order against it 
It was admitted, however, that the 
Statutory court, to which the Su- 
preme Court referred back the in- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Sullivan Hits Excise 
Taxes at Tri-State 





Memphis, Oct. 25. 


Gael Sullivan, Theatre Owners 
of America exec v.p., who addressed 
the 40th annual Motion Picture 
| Owners of the tri-state area here 
last week (19), put in a loud beef 
on the excise taxes on admissions. 

He was the top speaker at a four- 
day pow-wow here of theatre op- 
erators and owners from Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. 

“Movies are the greatest medium 
of mass entertainment in the na- 
tion,” Sullivan lashed out in his 
opening remarks. “They take in 
76c of the amusement dollar spent 
and they show to 98,000,000 pa- 
trons weekly. They render a serv- 
‘ice to the great mass of people, 
and the excise taxes they have to 
pay are unfair.” He further de- 
scribed the Federal tax on film 
tickets as “burdensome and dis- 
criminatory.” 

Leon J. Bamberger, exhibitor 
relations director for RKO, also 
spoke and urged the theatre execs 
to place emphasis upon the build- 
ing of “good will.” 

The tri-state group also voted 
during the session to admit mem- 
bership to owners of theatres east 
of the Tennessee river. 

Harmon's Blast 

Francis S. Harmon, veepee of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, told the tri-state pow-wow 
that the picture industry is going to 
“fight the ‘Curley’ censorship case 
to the finish.” 

The MPAA exec tcld a group of 
some 300 that his organization will 
see the “Curley” case “through 
even if it means taking the issue 
of political censorship to the Su- 
preme Court.” 

Harmon said: “Our association 
joined with the producer and dis- 
tributor of the feature picture, 
‘Curley,’ in a suit against the Mem- 
phis censor ‘Lloyd T. Binford), be- 
cause we regarded his action as 
arbitrary and unreasonable.” 

The suit now is pending before 
the Tennessee supreme court in 
| Knoxville, 


Parley of Exhibitors 








Stamping for Par Gets 
Wilcoxon Into N.Y. Hosp 


Lecture tour of film actor Henry 
Wilcoxon on behalf of Paramount's 
“Samson and Delilah'’ may be 
called off depending on medical 
word expected tomorrow (Wed 
Wilcoxon is a patient at the French 
hospital, N. Y., following a series 
of 276 lectures in 14 cities His 
tour had 17 more cities to go 

Convalescent after recovering 
from virus pneumonia several 
months ago, Wilcoxon's condition 
is said to be aggravated from the 
hard platform drive which he has 
been staging Series of medical 
tests are currently being made 


Justman's 25 Pix 
May Go Via UA 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 


Joe Justman of the Motion Pic 
ture Center, has been in N. Y. the 
past several weeks negotiating a 
deal whereby 25 pix will be made 
during three years at his studio 
Package was discussed by the UA 
board at special Friday (21) meet- 
ing, with Mary Pickford attending 





Justman is lining up a group 
of loan brokers who will provid 
75° of the financing, with pro- 
ducers furnishing remainder. Film 


are budgeted at $600,000 each 
Deal provides UA approve  pro- 
ducer, director and cast. Justman 


will also make an effort to change 
name of his MPC to VA studio 
Lot would charge 17'2°: pro- 
duction overhead. A group of tex 
tile men here are figured to pat 
ticipate in financing, possibly also 


Harry Popkin and his associate 
Louis Rosen. Justman has also 
talked with Walter Heller, of Chi- 


cago, on participation. 

| Factors will be given secondary 
guarantee of half the 75°, they 
put up for fulfillment of obligation 
to pay their loan back as _ first 
money on these pix. UA would 
take only 25% for distribution un- 


til factors have been paid back, 
then up its fee to 30-35°7. UA, the 
factors and Justman would par- 


ticipate in profits. 

Grad Sears comes here to con- 
fer with prospective indie pro- 
ducers as soon aS papers are com- 
pleted. Justman returns to the 
Coast next week. 


SAPOLIOED ‘OUTLAW’ 
NOW GETS MPAA SEAL 


Howard Hughes’ “The Outlaw” 
finally won its way into the clear 
this week after being the storm 
center of a series of court battles 
which kept the film out of a large 
block of U. S. theatres for the past 
three years. Final hurdle’ was 
passed when the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s Production 
Code Administration returned the 
pic’s seal after okaying the film in 
its present form. “Outlaw” recent- 
ly obtained a “B” rating ‘objec- 
tionable in part) from the Legion 
of Decency, bettering its previous 
“C” bracket. 

“Outlaw” is being readied by 
RKO for early release.” It came to 
the company when Hughes bought 
in as controlling stockholder. Tact- 
ful negotiations by Ned E. Depinet 
RKO president, is credited with 
unblocking the film. 

Besides partial editing of the 
film itself for L of D greenlighting 
RKO has scrubbed “Outlaw” ad 
material to win back its PCA seal 
New ads have been submitted to 
the MPAA and have its* approval 
Whether Hughes will now drop his 
$7,000,000 anti-trust action against 
MPAA, which arose out of the 
“Outlaw” dispute. is not certain 
but is thought more than like): 

Film was also a cause celebre 
in a hassie that raged with the 
iNew York board of censors. 





‘Allied Split Over Industry PR. But 
Plan Squeezes by On ‘One-Year Trial’ 


Minneapolis, Oct. 25 

All-industry public relations pro- 
gram, drawn up in Chicago, came 
within a hair’s breadth of being 
completely upset at the Allied 
States exhib association conven- 
tion here. With Allied approval 
of project the last required, under 
the unanimity rule adopted by the 
nine organizations participating in 
Chicago, it was only on last-min- 
ute compromise that the Associa- 
tion’s board agreed to go along on 
“one-year trial basis.” 


Pub relations issue developed 
into an extremely bitter fight 
within the directorate when a 


strong faction, reportedly spear- 
headed by Sidney Samuelson, head 
of Allied’s Eastern Pennsylvania 
unit, registered opposition This 
caused tremendous heat within a 
committee of seven which repre- 
sented Allied in Chicago and which 
brought back a report recon.mend- 
ing the organization's acceptance 
of program “with reservations.” 
Position of the committee was 
that it had been in on sessions at 
which the program was drawn up 
and so was in much better posi- 
tion to know what the score was 
Its members resented opposition 
from the board members who had 
only second-hand knowledge of 
the situation and objected only on 
a general basis that the indie ex- 
(Continusé on page 26) 


Lighter Yankee Fare 
Desired in Europe, 
Sez Power on Return 


Tyrone Power, just returned 
from 17 months in Europe, de- 
clared in New York Monday (24) 
that most foreign countries wouid 
rather have American musicals 
and lighter pictures than the films 
with heavier themes produced 
abroad. Demand by the American 
b.o. probably prevents Hollywood 
from taking the same time and 
effort with pictures as that taken 
by foreign producers, he said. 

While abroad, Power completed 
two films for 20th-Fox—*‘Prince 
of Foxes,” lensed entirely in Italy, 
and “Black Rose,” filmed in Tech- 
nicolor in England and North 
Africa. He averred Italo produc- 
tion conditions compare favorably 
with those in the U. S., but suffer 
from a dearth of technicai facili- 
ties. With a number of Yank pic- 
tures having been turned out in 
Italy during the last several years, 
Power said Italian producers might 
resent the way Americans have 
lifted the general wage scale of 
film workers, but added that the 
workers, of course, are all in fa- 
vor of more U. S. production there. 

Star, who arrived in N. Y. Mon- 
day with his wife, Linda Chris- 
tian, plans to remain in the east 
two weeks for a series of radio 
shows to ballyhoo “Foxes” before 
returning to Hollywood. 


Dorfmann Has 2 More 
H’ wood-B’way Casts Set 


At least two more films combin- 
ing Broadway legit and Hollywood 
names are planned for production 
in New York within the next year 
by Edmund L. Dorfmann, indie 
producer, following completion of 
his first, “Guilty Bystander,” last 
week. Dorfmann, erstwhile pro- 
duction head for United World 
Films, has set financing for a total 
of six pix within the next three 
years with a total budget of $5.- 
000.000. He is backed by a syn- 
dicate which bankrolled “Bys- 
tander.”’ 

One or two of the pix, accord- 
ing to Dorfmann, will be made in 
England with frozen pounds. Two 
are planned for Hollywood. His 
initial project will start in N. Y. 
shortly after the first of the year. 

“Bystander,” set for Film Clas- 
sics’ release, co-stars Zachary 
Scott and Faye Emerson. Other 
Broadway names include Mary 
Boland, Sam Levene, J. Edward 
Bromberg and Kay Medford. 
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Small’s ‘Black Magic’ (UA) Into N.Y. 
Indie Dates, Following Loew's Tiff, 
May Be Test of a Hybrid ‘3d Circuit’ 


. ‘be made on a national ‘scale in line 
Columbia became the victim last * 


week of the battle between United 
Artists and Loew's which is result- | 
ing in the circuit by-passing book- 
ing of Edward Small’s “Black 
Magic.” UA is for sending its film 
into about 100 day-and-date indie 
engagements in the metropolitan 
area in place of the Loew's book- 


ing 

Unfortunately for Columbia, its 
“Undercover Man” was slated to 
go into the indie houses at the 
time for which “Black Magic” has 
been dated, with its “Doolins of 


Oklahoma” as the lower -runger. 
The indie chains in New York split 
their weeks between the pix com- 
ing off the Locew’s circuit and those 
coming off of RKO. Col picture's 
availability, following its RKO cir- 
cuit date, is Nov. 8, the day the UA 
film is going in. 

Columbia is plenty burned at 
what it considers the fast shuffle 
it is getting from the indie, but 
there’s not much that can be done 
about it A few are arranging to 
split the time between the two 
films, but this will make up very 
little for the heavy nick Columbia 
will suffer by the loss of playing 
time. It is a particularly tough 
booking to lose—and a nice one for 
UA to get—since it includes two 
holidays—Election and Armistice 
Day. 

Small authorized UA to skip the 
Ioew’s circuit and accept the un- 
orthodox booking after protracted 
bickering with the chain. It re- 
fused to give “Magic” top billing 
for the long end of the week ‘the 
five-day split). but suggested it 
would find another pic with which 
the Orson Welles starrer could get 
co-billing. That was agreeable to 
Small. However, Loew's kept 
pushing the date back, with the 
explanation it could find no suit- 
able co-feature. Producer’s sales 
chief, Harry Kosiner, refused to 
accept a lower-half booking, and in 
the ensuing battle it was decided to 
give the pic to the indies. 

Play Four Indie Chains 

Film will play on the combined 
Skouras, Century, Brandt and 
Randforce circuits. 


Associate fea- | 


ture will be another UA pic, “The | 
Great Dan Patch,” making it a UA 


package deal. 
There's great interest in the 
trade in the beoking, and the re- 
(Continued on page 26) 
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Raisin’ Plenty Dickens 
Producer Edward Small ap-_ | 
peared last week to be reading | 


Charles Dickens He laid 
claim via the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America to the titles 

of two of the English novelist’s 
classics, but is far down the | 
list for priority to them. 

Small registered “Pickwick 
Papers” and “Dombey and 
Son.” Priority on the former 
is held by RKO. followed by 


David O. Selznick, Metro, Walt 
Disney and Samuel Goldwyn. 
Selznick holds priority on 
“Dombey,” followed by J. Ar- 
thur Rank. 








U Also Upping 
Its Release Sked 


Universal has the ranks 


of major companies which have re- 


joined 


cently expanded their releasing ac- 
tivities by announcing a program 
of 18 pix for distribution during 
the next six months. Slate repre- 
sents a substantial 25% boost over 
the previous year’s schedule when 
29 films were released over the 12- 
month period. William A. Scully, 
U's vice-prexy over sales, said it 
was the company’s most ambitious 
program in vears. 

Roster of 18 pix will comprise 13 
made _ in 
studios 
from J. Arthur Rank’s combine and 
a single pic from Australia. Of | 
the Hollywood films, all but one are | 
already completed. The releasing 
plans were set on the Coast late last 


week as result of huddles between 
Scully and studio execs. 





Honor Sid Grauman 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Film notables and civic biggies 


will return to pay tribute to Sid Miracle Productions in July, 1946,| reached him in time. 


Grauman at a testimonial dinner | 


'to be tossed in his honor Thurs-| 
day night (27) by the Hollywood | 


REGISTERS 31 TITLES 


Step-up in his own production 
activity by agent Charles K. Feld- 
man is indicated by the flock of 
picture labels to which he has 
staked claims with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America title registra- 
tion bureau in the past few weeks. 
Feldman recently signed an agree- 
ment with the bureau and within 
a matter of days registered 31 
titles. Each signatory is allowed a 
maximum of 100. 

Most of the tags registered by 
the 10° er are for originals. Also 
included, however, are a number 
of published yarns and plays, in- 
cluding “Emily,” by Robert Har- 
ris and John Colton; “Fiddler in 
Barly,” by~Robert Nathan; “Glass 
Menagerie” (now in production by 
Feldman and Warner Bros.), by 
Tennessee Williams; “The Lonely 
Steeple,” by Victor Wolfson; “The 
Shadow.” by Ben Hecht; “The Sil- 
ver Whistle,” by Robert E. Mc- 
Enroe; “Tender Mercy,” by Leon- 
ard Kaufman, and “The Wayward 
Bus,” by John Steinbeck. 

Last week the Artists Managers 
Guild and the Screen Actors Guild 
signed a new 10-year pact in Hol- 
lywood aimed at agents going into 
—_ package production deals. 
‘eldman’'s 


sundry setups were 
very much in mind, and it was 
understood that existing pacts 


would have to be subject to in- 
dividual SAG discussion and ap- 
proval. 


SCULLY’S N.O. TALK 

William A. Seully, Universal's 
distribution veepee, will be ‘hief 
guest speaker at the annual con- 
vention of Allied Theatre Owners 
of the Gulf States. Scully's appear- 
ance will be at the banquet which 
closes the conclave. 


Meet is set for the Jun hotel 
New Orleans, Dec. 6-7. . 





chamber of commerce. 


Arrangements committee con- 
sists of Jack L. Warner, Al Jolson, | 
Jimmy Durante, Charles P. 
Skouras, Samuel Goldwyn, Leo | 
Carrillo, Darryl F. Zanuck, Mack | 
Sennett, Harry Brand, Harry Cohn | 





and John Kingsley. 


'“Two Tickets 


Gottlieb’s Talent Hunt 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Producer Alex Gottlieb is 
launching a talent scout expedi- 


| tion for four gals to play featured 


in an upcoming musical, 
For Broadway,” 
which he’s making for RKO. Ken 
Englund is the scripter. ‘ 

Search for the new faces will 


roles 


with advance promotion on the 
film. 


Burstyn-Mayer Split, 
Former to Operate Co., 
Mayer Maybe to ECA 


Longstanding partnership of Jo- 
seph Burstyn and Arthur L. Mayer, 
w.k. distrib of foreign pix in the 
U. S.. has been ended. Burstyn 
will henceforth go it alone in the 
company after purchasing Mayer's 
stock interest Duo have been 





pards in various enterprises since | 


1935. 

Mayer, it is understood, may 
move into the Economic Coopera- 
ticn Administration as an overseas 
official should current negotiations 
end in agreement. Filmite is also 
said to be considering a new entry 
into exhibition via acquisition of 
theatres. He formerly operated 
the Rialto, N. Y., as part of his 
partnership stint with Burstyn. 

Prior operations of Burstyn- 
Mayer were highly lucrative. Com- 
pany pioneered in postwar release 
of foreign films with the big gross- 
ing of “Open City” and “Paisan,” 
both Italian-language pix. Unit al- 
so distributed the American-made 
“The Quiet One.” Burstyn has a 
number of Italian and German 
films for announced release within 
the next couple of weeks. 

Mayer recently completed a 
leave-of-absence from the company. 
He took time off to serve as head 
of the U. S. Army’s film division 
in Germany. 





MIRACLE IS TO COLLECT 


Miracle Productions, Inc., failed 
to compensate him fully for his 
acting services, Burgess Meredith 
is charging in a N. Y. supreme 
eourt suit to collect $12,500 from 
the producing firm. Action came 
to light yesterday ‘Tues.) when the 
actor moved to examine Miracle 


| prez Benedict Bogeaus before trial. | 
Meredith's affidavit states that Montague is on the Coast and that | 


he entered into an agreement with 


which called for him to do a series 
of episodes for the defendant. 
While he completed five episodes, 
the actor charges he was only paid 
for four. 


Answering the suit, Miracle tirely opposed to any dictation | 
whatsoever by any film company 


made a general denial of all the 
allegations and points out that 
Meredith received $50,000 for his 
work in “A Miracle Can Happen.” 
Pictures was released by United 
Artists. 





Amalgam of Several Pic Unions 





Sought by Eastern SPG Faction 


Following settlement of 
year-long homeoffice white-collar | 
dispute over last weekend, a. 


movement has been launched to 


amalgamate several of the unions 
in the motion picture field. Pro}- | 
ect, initiated by a group within | 
the eastern Screen Publicists | 
Guild. aims to establish an overall | 
body, similar to the setup of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of | 
America among the talent unions. | 

Feelers have gone out to the. 
Coast sections of the Screen Di- | 
rectors Guild and Screen Writers | 
Guild to find out their reaction. | 
It's felt tht if both these guilds | 
swing their influence behind the 
project, the road to unifying al! 
indie unions on both coasts would | 
be facilitated greatly. Pushers of | 
the idea intend to bypass the craft | 
unions organized under the aegis | 
of the International Alliance of 
TheatcicaP Stage Employees. 

Movement is an indirect result 
of the controversy between what 
are described as the right and left 
wings within the CIO. With a 
split looming at the CIO’s conven- 
tion in Cleveland, homeoffice 
white-collarites don’t want to be. 
caught in the middle. Both SPG 
and Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild are affiliated with 
the United Office & Professional | 


the Workers of America, which has | 


been linked to the so-called left 
wing. Sentiment, particularly 
among SPG members, is growing 
in behalf of the CIO and against 
left wing maneuvers to get out 
and form an independent federa- 


tion. 
Both SOPEG and SPG ended 
their long fight with the major 


| companies in a draw decision. The 


unions received a contract and the 
companies won their point of 
keeping wage hikes to an absolute 
minimum. SOPEG was granted 
increases ranging from five to 10% 
with the establishment of $30 
weekly minimums. No retroactive 
provisions were included in the 
SOPEG pact. SPG, on the other 
hand, received no salary boosts 
but was granted increased union 
security. 

Both pacts were practically iden- 
tical with the ones which expired 
in September. 1948. One of the 
important differences was the 
elimination of the wage-reopening 
clause during the two-year run of 
the current pact. Another amend- 
ment wiped out the industry com- 
mittee, comprised of company 
execs, which under the old pact 
was set up to handle union griev- 
ances. In its place, the unions 
succeeded in establishing an im- 
partial arbitration machinery. 
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Choose Your Weapons 

Art Buchwald, film critic for 
| the N. Y. Herald Tribune 

(Paris editien}, and Walter 

Wanger were UP'd as dueling 
—French style—with swords. 
The producer attacked the 
film critic by name, because 
of his pan on “Joan of Arc.” 
Buchwald, in turn, cracked. 
“I dont think an American 
film critic in Europe should be 
an apologist for bad American 
films.” 

Not mentioned in the UP 
story is that Buchwald is also 
part-time VARIETY mugg in 
Paris. Anybody knowing Wal- 
ter and Art realizes nobody 
can get bruised by beating 
each other with credit shets at 
30 paces. 


| 








Allied Blasts 


‘Jolson’ Terms 





Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 
Nationai Aiiied ioday Tues.) 
staged a revolt against charged at- 
tempts of majors, particularly Co- 
lumbia, to boost admissicn prices 
and signalled an intention to dump 


| the matter in the lap of the Dept. | 


of Justice. Action by Allied at its 
national convention followed a 


wire of protest to Abraham Mon- 
tague, distribution veepee of Col, 
which demanded his affirmal or 
denial of that charge in reference 
to “Jolson Sings Again.” Up to 
late this ‘Tues.) afternoon, no re- 
ply had come from Montague. 


Crux of the wire read: “We are 


in eed ae oe | BUZZ MEREDITH’S NEXT ‘advised by a number of exhibitors 


that ‘Jolson Sings Again’ is being 
sold or offered for sale at a rental 
of 66° which automatically re- 
quires increased admission prices 
or that you require a guaranteed 
increased fixed admission price as 
a condition of bidding for this pic- 
ture.” Before adopting a resolu- 
tion, wire said, Allied was giving 
Montague an opportunity to an- 
swer. 

(Columbia's h.o. disclosed that 


\it is not likely that the wire 

Allied, al- 

|most certainly, sent the demand to 
‘the New York office.) 

Windup clause in the Allied 

resolution declared: “This conven- 

| tion hereby goes on record as en- 


in the matter of admission prices 


and specifically requests its direc- 
tors and officers to collect, if possi- 
ble, legal evidence concerning this | 
evidence | 


;movement, to file such 
| with the U. S. Attorney General 
and request prompt action.” 
Resolution was passed unani- 
_mously after a fiock of _exhibs 
| blasted at Columbia. John M. 
Wolfberg of Colorado Allied de- 
clared his willingness to sign an 
affidavit that Columbia's Denver 
‘Continued on page 22) 





236 Walter Reade Suit 
Looks Like a Lotta Air 


A $23,000 suit against New York 
|exhibitor Henry Brown, filed in 
'N. Y. supreme court by Walter 
Reade Theatres, was dismissed by 
_Judge Edgar J. Nathan last week. 
| Action followed the failure of Air 
Control, Inc., of New Jersey, to 
‘complete installation of an air- 
conditioning unit in Reade’s Com- 
munity theatre, Morristown, N. J. 
Brown was named defendant in 
| the suit as result of having been 
|assigned Air Control’s contract 
with Reade, giving him claim to 
all the coin due under the contract. 
The Reade suit charged that the 
cost of completing the unfinished 
| work was $23,000. 


ACQUIRES AFRICAN PIC 

| Filmed in Africa. the tentatively 
titled “Wild Rapture” has been 
acquired for U. S. showing by Jack 
Reiger of Trinity Pictures. Com- 
plete with native cast. music and 
dances, the film. shot on 35m. runs 
about 80 minutes. It is currently 
being edited and dubbed with a 
running narration. 

Musical score and conducting is 
by Bernardo Segall. 





‘Hamlet’ and ‘Samson; Like ‘Jolson, 
At Upped Prices Again Riles Exhihs 


+ In its general release engage- 


_ments which got a starter last week 
when the Fox-West Coast chain 
booked the pic into its entire cir- 
cuit, J. Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet” 
will play at advanced admissions. 
_ Addition of the Shakespeare classic 
,to the list indicates that the 1949- 
50 season will have another round 
of tilted-scale pix at least equalling 
in number that of previous years. 
Upped prices are already being 
sought for Columbia's “Jolson 
Sings Again” while Paramount wilt 
urge a boost for its “Samson and 


Delilah.” 


New cycle of upped scales is 
touching off the usual chain of ex- 
plosions from exhib circles. Allied 
groups have already been heard 
from in the guise of a plea by Wil- 
liam Ainsworth, unit’s prez, aimed 
particularly at Col in which the 
film is praised while the distrib 
was asked to keep down the scale. 
In that instance, Ainsworth argued 
that public relations could be fur- 
thered if a maximum number of 
patrons could see “Jolson” at un- 
hiked admission levels. 


Theatre Owners of America 
joined the fray this week when 
Gael Sullivan, exec director, came 
out against the distrib move. Sul- 
livan declared: “It is economically 
unsound for a distributor to set 
terms so high as to force admission 
prices upwards. No distributor 
should do indirectly what it is un- 
sound and illegal to do directly.” 


Outside the New York area, 
“Hamlet” will be playing at $1.20 
top. On that basis, film goes info 
a large number of New Jersey 
houses in November. Charles P. 
Skouras, National Theatres head, 
has also agreed to play the film at 
the upped admission. 


In New York, the British import 
is still playing at the Park Avenue 
theatre at a $2.40 top. Film will 
continue tenanting the house until 
the end of the year. Meanwhile, 
Universal is looking around for a 
Broadway theatre for a moveover 
when “Hamlet” leaves the Park 
Avenue. Company would like to 
find a theatre similar to the Bijou 
which has been doing strong biz 
with “The Red Shoes,” another 
Rank offering. 

U is ready to risk the loss of an 
RKO or Loew’s booking in New 
York if it can find a suitable the- 
atre. Both circuits have a rule 
against moveovers which might be 
exercised against “Hamlet.” It is 
questionable whether the rule 
would be followed since the film 
would continue playing at $2.40 
top. 


WB PITCH TO UP CHURCH 
‘C RATING ON ‘FOREST’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Following the “condemned” rat- 
ing pinned on “Beyond the Forest” 
by the National Legion of Decency 
last week, Warner Bros. studio 
execs are making moves to lift the 
film out of the “C” classification 
through a compromise with Cath- 
olie Church. It’s understood ar- 
rangements are being made for 
screening the pic before Legion 
officials with the aim of deleting 
objectionable sequences. Although 
the pic preemed at the New York 
Strand last week, WB hopes to 
expunge the “C” rating before 
general release to neighborhood 
theatres, where Legion bans have 
proved effective at the b.o. 

Terms of the Legion's condemna- 
tion of the Bette Davis starrer 
didn't leave much room for a 
switch in its attitude. With no se- 
quences singled out, the rap was 
general and based on “the sordid 
story it tells” with the “subject 
material considered morally dan- 
gerous.” Legion concluded its 
sweeping criticism with a state- 
ment that “the film lacks sufficient 
moral compensation for the evils 
portrayed.” 








Tone’s N.Y. Preview 

Franchot Tone planes back to 
the Coast today ‘Wed.) after a 
week's visit east. Purpose of trip 
to N. Y., was primarily to catch 
a special preview of his “Man on 
the Eiffel Tower.” held in New 
Rochelle, N. Y. Thursday (20). 
He co-produced the pic with Irv- 
ing Allen. 

Sam Dembow. fr. 


has been 


named N. Y. sales representative 
of the film, which is being released 
by RKO. 
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THE SNAKE PIT 

YELLOW SKY 

A LETTER TO THREE WIVES 
DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS" 
MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN 
CANADIAN PACIFIC 

MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO COLLEGE 
IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING 
HOUSE OF STRANGERS 
YOU'RE MY EVERYTHING 
SLATTERY’S HURRICANE 
COME TO THE STABLE 

| WAS A MALE WAR BRIDE 
THIEVES’ HIGHWAY 1 
FATHER WAS A FULLBACK 
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I’ve seen your future... 
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Starring PAUL DOUGLAS + LINDA 
DARNELL - CELESTE HOLM 
CHARLES COBURN : Directed by 
EDMUND GOULDING +: Produced 
by NUNNALLY JOHNSON 


Douglas sings in the 
“Movie of the Week!‘ — FE 


“One of the year’s top 
comedies.’ —THE INDEPENDENT 


Starring RANDOLPH SCOTT with BILL 

WILLIAMS + VICTORY JORY + JANE 

NIGH + Produced by NAT HOLT 

Directed by EDWIN L. MARIN 
A Nat Holt Production 


The full color and sweep of 
the old West captured in 
glorious color! This one will 
bring ‘em in — in droves! 
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BEAUTIFUL DOLL 


Qa 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 


Starring JUNE HAVER = MARK 
STEVENS with S. Z. ‘‘Cuddles”’ Sakall 
Directed by JOHN M. STAHL 
Produced by GEORGE JESSEL 


“The top of 20th’s all-time 
hit parade.”’— says DAILY VARIETY 
And it’s your special 
Thanksgiving Holiday date! 


° Samuel Sheliabarger's 


PRINCE 
OF FOXES. 


A Cast of 50,000 Stariing 


_ TYRONE POWER + ORSON WELLES - 


WANDA HENDRIX - Dir. by HENRY 


KING + Prod. by SOL C. SIEGEL: 
$300,000 NATIONAL MAG-. 


AZINE CAMPAIGN KEYS 
THIS AS YOUR BIG HOLI- 
DAY SHOW! BOOK IT NOW! 


ot 
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DANCING 
IN THE DARK 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 


Starring WILLIAM POWELL +« MARK 
STEVENS + BETSY DRAKE - Directed 
by IRVING REIS + ‘Produced by 
GEORGE JESSEL » Lyrics and Music 
by Howard Dietz & Arthus Schwartz 


So gay, so young and ro- 
mantic you'll be dancing 
on clouds. It’s a love of a 


picture! Love that business! 


_DOCTOR! 


Starring DOROTHY McGUIRE 
WILLIAM LUNDIGAN - June Havoc 
Directed by CLAUDE BINYON 
~ Produced by FRED KOHLMAR 


Dorothy McGuire's best 
since “Claudia” — Another 
of those “Sitting Pretty” 
unusual comedy. romances! 














‘ 


Starring GENE TIERNEY + RICHARD 

CONTE + JOSE FERRER - CHARLES 

BICKFORD + Produced and Directed 
by OTTO PREMINGER 


Advance word hails this 
one as having all the mys- 
tery and movie magic of 
the memorable “Laura” 


“ 


' Darryl F. Zanuck presents 


TWELVE 


O'CLOCK HIGH 


Starring GREGORY PECK with Hugh 
Marlowe + Gary Merrill + Millard 
Mitchell - Produced by DARRYL F. 
ZANUCK : Directed by HENRY KING 


High mark in entertain- 
ment! One of the all-time 
big ones in scepe, action, 
story. Peck is superb! 


| Keep 
Going, 


ae 
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"WABASH 
AVENUE 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 


Starring BETTY GRABLE - VICTOR 

MATURE « PHIL HARRIS - Directed by 

HENRY KOSTER + Produced by 
WILLIAM PERLBERG 


it’s Grable at her grandest 
—in the great tradition of 
her biggest musical hits! 





Darryl F. Zanuck presents 


THREE 


CAME HOME 


Starring CLAUDETTE COLBERT with 
Patric Knowles - Florence Desmond 
Directed by JEAN NEGULESCO 
Produced by NUNNALLY JOHNSON 


Previewers salute another 
Zanuck masterpiece! One 
woman’s personal story, 
told the way it happened! 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR SELECTED 
PRE-RELEASE ENGAGEMENTS 


Starring JEANNE CRAIN + ETHEL BARRYMORE « ETHEL WATERS + WILLIAM 
LUNDIGAN - Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK + Directed by ELIA KAZAN 
Screen Play by Philip Dunne and Dudley Nichols * Based on a Novel by Cid Ricketts Sumner 


One of the greatest Box-office attractions of all time! 
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See Suit Inevitable to Liquidate 
RKO-Reade New Jersey Partnership 





Fruitless negotiations 
Malcolm Kingsberg, head of the 
RKO circuit, and Walter Reade, his 
partner in 11 New Jersey houses, 
exploded this week into a flareup 


between? 


of tempers in which uncomplimen- | 


tary references were exchanged. As_ 


a suit to determine the liquidation 
of the partnership became inevi- 
table, Reade deciared that he would 
be in court to test his rights as 
soon as the RKO decree deadline 
for liquidation expired. 

Kingsberg cracked back with the 
declaration: “I'd rather deal with 
any court than the impossible Mr 
Reade. He is a professional liti- 
gant who seems to enjoy being in 
the courts.” 

While the two contestants 
sparred verbally, RKO prepared to 
ask for an extension of time to han- 
die both the Reade situation and 
others in which it has been unable 
to unload its theatre interests. Al- 
though the RKO reorganization in- 
volving divorcement of theatres has 
been postponed to May 8, original 
Nov. 8 deadline still stands on part- 
nerships. 

Whether Reade’s avowed inten- 
tion of bringing suit Nov. 9 would 
hold true if the Federal court 
agrees to delay the time limit was 
not known. RKO, for its part, in- 
dicated it had no intention of bring- 
ing in Reade as a party to its ap- 
plication for a postponement 
Rather, it would seek Dept. of Jus- 
tice approval before making the 
move. 

Book Value Question 


Reade’s feud with RKO centers 
around a clause in their partner- 
ing deal which the major claims 
is dead, while Reade holds to the 
opposite. This clause gives the 
Jersey theatre owner the right to 
buy RKO’s interest at the book 
value if the latter seeks to sell. 
Against the $600,0C0 book value, 
actual worth of the RKO interest 
is in the vicinity of $1,500,000. 
That is the price which RKO has 
asked for its 50° interest, while 
countering with an offer to buy the 
Reade holdings at the same figure. 

Dispute dates back a number 
of years in which the two have 
jousted continuously in the courts. 
As result of the litigation, a man- 
agement clause in the partnership 
contract was declared illegal, since 
it divested directors of their dis- 
cretionary powers. In so ruling, 
N. Y. court of appeals denied a 
Reade application, without opinion, 
for a clarification of the decision 
which would determine that other 
clauses in the agreement, including 
the Reade book value option, were 
still valid. Hence, the legal ques- 
tion remains clouded. 


KRUMM ANOTHER T0 
RETURN TO SELZNICK 


Return of Henry Krumm as Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization sales 
chief in the southeastern territory 
a couple of weeks ago marks the re- 
affiliation with SRO of all but one 
of the reps who participated in a 
wholesale moveover to Motion Pic- 
ture Sales Corp. six months ago. 
Four SRO men at that time an- 
swered the call of profits-participa- 
tion that the Neil Agnew-Charles 
Casanave outfit held out to them. 


The only one who hasn't left 
MPSC to come back to the straight 
salary offered by SRO is Sam Horo- 
witz in the Chicago territory. 
Harry Mandell is current Selznick 
rep there. Others who left SRO 
and returned are Edward Fontaine 





'ecentrate solely on using the risk | 
coin of major studios, rather than | 


Dumas Marches On 


Alexaiidre Dumas, 19th Cen- 
tury French author whose 
works have been a consistent 
source of film material, may 
be mined once again for a se- 
ries of pix. Universal is said 
to be considering one or more 
Dumas-derived features if the 





Navy in Contracts | 
For UA Pictures 


Washington, Oct. 25. 


The Navy yesterday (24) an- 
,nounced a contract with United 
Artists for films to cost about 


$160.000. Deal includes the rental 
of 19 black and white features, one 
tinter, four black and white one- 
reel shorts, eight color shorts: four 
black and white two-reel shorts 
and one color two-reeler 

Pix are to be shown during the 
next year at Navy installations 
This is the routine type of contract 
which the armed forces make with 
the picture companies each year. | 
Navy also pacted RCA, Philco, | 
Western Electric and Collins Ra-| 
dio for services by electronics | 
field engineers and for electronic 
spare parts 


100% Indie Prod. 
Too Risky—Small; 
May Set Coi. Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. | 

Edward Small is understood | 
likely to leave — temporarily, at | 
least—the field of purely inde- 
pendent production in which he 
has engaged for many years. He 
plans switching over to a semi- 
autonomous type of picture mak- 
ing for major studios which will 
put up the coin for production. 
This would be similar to his deals 
during the past few years with 
Columbia on “The Fuller Brush 
Man” and “Walk a Crooked Mile.” 

Vet producer feels that the cur- 
rent period of high costs and rela- 
tively uncertain income are too 
hazardous for the straight indie. 
He doesn't want to chance his coin 
in the market particularly: after 
the heavy loss he is absorbing on 
“Black Magic’ and despite his 
string of previous successes. 

Small believes that the only key 
to indie financial stability current- 
ly is to make a series of at least 
six pictures a year so that the law 
of averages can work in good ones 











rights can be cleared in 
France. 
Company has registered 


with the Motion Picture Assn. 


Majors Point to Court Victories 
That They're Now Operating ‘Clean 





Documentary Theatre 
Starts Up in New York 


Filling in the gap caused by de- 





of America the following | cline of foreign language films, a 
Dumas titles: “The Return Of | new experiment in art house pol- 
the Musketeers, “The War of licy, the World Documentary The- 
Women,” “The Vicomte of | atre, began operations yesterday 
Bragelonne, “20 Years After (Tues.) in the auditorium of the 
and “The 45 Guardsmen. | Barbizon Plaza hotel. N. ¥ Now 


Films would be shot in Holly- 
wood 


Sue Col. for 3006 
For ‘Producing Bad 


Pic ef Twain Yarn’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Charge that Columbia made 
Mark Twain's “celebrated jumping 
frog of Calaveras County” into 
such a bad picture that its value 
has been depreciated and income 
from other Twain works has been 
hurt is basis for $300,000 suit 
tossed at studio here Monday (24). 

This action, alleging that Co- 
lumbia “deformed and mutilated” 
a public domain literary property 
was brought by Thomas G. Cham- 
periain and Ceniral Hanover Bank 
& Trust Co., trustees of the Twain 
estate, and Clara Samoussoud, 
Twain's daughter and sole heir | 

Complaint agrees that public do-| 
main status of “Frog” makes film- | 





ing it permissible, but that poor 
reproduction of it hurts other) 
copyrighted Twain works Col. | 


picture was called “The Best Man 
Wins.” 

Damages to name, reputation | 
and property rights of Twain was 
set at $150,000 in suit, with simi- 
lar sum being asked for depreciat- 
ing other Twain works. Injunction 
against exhibition of pictu: is 
asked. 

Story, complaint contends, “has 
been known and recognized by the 
reading public as an outstanding 
example of the literary style, wit, 
htimor, talents and ability” of 
Twain, while the “motion picture 
tells a very common, ordinary, and 
what is commonly characterized 
in the motion picture industry as 
‘corny’ love story.” 


YOUNGSTEIN NEW PREZ 








compensating for the flops. 
with financing difficult to come 
by. he'd rather avoid the head- 
aches of setting up such a pro- 
gram. 

His plan, therefore, is to con- 


_his own. In return, of course, they 
get 50° of the income, in addi- 


tion to their distribution fees. 
Small’s contribution will be pro- 
duction supervision and a package 
including the story and possibly a 
star. 

Producer now is known to be 
negotiating with several compa- 
nies for this type deal and may 
well land up at Columbia. They 
both made considerable money 
through this arrangement on “The 
Fuller Brush Man.” Small’s depar- 
ture from the pure indie field will 


| primarily be a blow at United Art- 


in Washington and Al Delcambre | 


in the southwest, headquartering in 
Dallas. Krumm headquarters in 
New Orleans. 

MPSC, in setting up its organ- 
ization after Agnew pulled out of 
SRO, offered drawing accounts 
against percentage. MPSC, how- 
ever, has had very little product, 
none of it of important grossing 
potential, so that the percentage 
—_ to the sales reps have 

n disappointing to them. 





COL. DIRECTORS SWITCH 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


Columbia made a switch in di- | Grange. 


| by 


‘ 


ists, which has handled his product 


but is not in position to finance 


him as would be Columbia. 





Spike Jones Signed 


For Sherman Oater 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Spike Jones band has been inked 

Harry Sherman for western 
comedy, “Really, Mr. Greeley,” by 
Teddy Sherman and Rudolph Ising. 

Writers are conferring with 
Jones at Houston now, returning 
here Nov. 8. 





2 More Art Pix for N.Y. 


C. & B. Films, headed by Salva- 
tore Casolaro and Salvatore Billit- 
teri, has acquired “Disillusion,” an 
Italian film based on the classic 
French play by Cormon and 
It opens at the Giglio 


rectors for the Harry Joe Brown theatre, N. Y., Friday (28). 


production, “The 
Captain Blood,” 


Rafael Sabatini character. 
Gordon Douglas will 
“Blood,” 


Fortunes of | 


' 


Another new foreign film import 


based on the is “The Facts of Love,” which Ox- 


ford s, Inc., is distributing in 


handle the U.S. Produced and written by 
while Bruce Humber- Muriel and Sydney Box, the British 


stone shifts to another Columbia | entry preems at the Embassy, N. Y. 


film, 


Saturday (29). 


But | 
| Max Youngstein, Paramount pub-— 


OF EASTERN PIX ADMEN 


licity-advertising chief, was unani- 
| mously elected chairman last week 
of the eastern publicity- advertising 
‘directors committee of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. He suc- 
ceeds Warner Bros. pub-ad chief 
Mort Blumenstock, who has served 
for the past nine months. Chair- 
manship generally rotates among 
the members each six months. 

Youngstein’s election took place 
at a luncheon session last Thursday 
(20) at which the pub-ad men dis- 
' cussed at length the problem of in- 
suring tradepapers that their re- 
views of films will run before those 
by any other medium. Mechanics 
were also set up for approving 
joint advertising by the companies 
in year books and other charitable 
and fraternal publications. 


Paal Delays Filming 
Tale of Five Cities’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Alexander Paal is due back here 
in December from London with a 





theatre, headed by Robert Gurney 
will be an exclusive showcase for 
factual pix and short features pro 
duced by documentarians in the 
l S. and abroad Theatre will 
operate on a parttime basis with 
only a few showings a month 


World Documentary Theatre is 
similar in format to Cinema 16, 
which also specializes in unusual 


non-commercial films. Latter out- 
fit, however, is continuing to oper 
ate on a private subscription basis, 
which permits screening of fea- 
tures that have failed to pass the 
N. Y. state censorship board. World 
Documentary will have _ public 
showings, with accent on _ shorts 
sponsored by governments within 
the United Nations 


Par to Buy Out 
Wilby-Kincey s 
142 Theatres 


Atlanta, Oct. 25 

Deal is in the works for Para- 
mount to acquire outright the 142 
theatres of the Wilby-Kincey cir 
cuit, Robert Wilby, Par's theatre 
partner here confirmed. No agree 
ment for the transfer of the giant 
chain has yet been reached, Wilby 
said, but he conceded that talks 
aiming at the sale were well along 
and that the parties “are pretty 
close to an agreement.” Should the 
deal be inked, it would mean the 
payment of a large sum of cash 
to the Wilby-Kincey combo. 

Under Par’s consent decree, the 
United Paramount circuit would 
|} not be able to retain all the houses. 
| Some of these would be sold. but 
a large number would remain in 
the hands of the newly-birthed 


chain. 
Wilby also disclosed that the 
deal is so couched that both he 


and his partner would remain with 
Paramount in the operation of the 
theatres. He denied reports that 
the duo would keep a number of 
houses under the breakup because 
“we couldn't stay with manage- 
ment and buy films from Para- 
mount for our own houses.” Since 
the decree bans any such partner- 
ship ties, he explained further, he 
and his associate, H. F. Kincey, 
were ready to sell their entire 
holdings. 

Wilby will go to New York in 
November to continue his talks 
with Leonard Goldenson, Par's 
veepee in charge of theatres, and 
other top Paramount execs. His 
previous talks towards the sale of 
his interests were staged earlier 
| this month when he was in N. Y. 


‘|\for a two-week stay 


Meanwhile, Wilby-Kincey combo 
are marking time on plans for 
large-scale expansion in the drive- 
in field. Circuit will make no im- 
portant move until the talks with 
Paramount reach a decision one 
way or the other, Wilby said. 





print of “A Tale of Five Cities,” | 


which he is producing in England 
with Bonar Colleano as the star. 
Paal was expected here earlier, but 
production was held up due to Col- 
leano costarring with Vivien Leigh 
in “Streetcar Named Desire.” 
Shooting on the film resumes Nov. 
14 

Picture has Coileano playing an 
American newspaperman and ex- 
GI who visits five European capi- 
tais where he had girls, Berlin, 
Rome, Paris, Vienna and London. 
Each sequence has a different di- 
rector, with Wolfgang Staudte di- 
reciing the German episode; E, E. 
Reinert directing the French one; 
Romolo Marcellini directing in 
Rome and Geza von Cziffra in 
Vienna. 

No release has been set on the 
film yet. Associated with Paal are 
Maurice J. Wilson, managing direc- 
tor of Granw National Piciures, 
‘London, and Boris Morros. 


Par’s Dick Morgan Into 
Indie Theatre Operation 


Richard Morgan, longtime mem- 
ber of Paramount's legal staff, has 
resigned his company spot to go 
into the theatre business. Morgan, 
who has been active in defending 
Par in anti-trust litigation, is tak- 
ing over one of the theatres which 
the Schine circuit must surren- 
der under its Government decree. 
He leaves the company the end of 
this week 

Legalite will operate the Town, 
600-seater, in Watertown, N. Y 
House will be converted into a first- 
run deluxer after renovations. Un- 
der the Schine decree, Town is 
assured of one-third first-run prod- 
uct with the two still-operated 
Schine houses getting the balance 

Morgan has inked 15-year lease 
He is the son of Oscar Morgan. 


| Par's short subjects sales chief. 


| lawyers 


* Jubilant industry attorneys see 


vv 


the final washout of the crippling 


‘flood of exhib anti-trust litigation 


has been one of the biggest 
major dis- 
If that is so, 


that 


problems confronting 
tribs for many years. 
it can be attributed to the “re- 
forms” brought about since the 
first decree was handed down in 
1946 in the Government anti-trust 
action. 

Following an important Coast 
victory this week in the $2.400,000 
treble damage action of Steve 
Chorak, Puente theatre operator, 
disclosure comes that not a single 
case based on practices laid down 
since the original three-judge de- 
cision was made has resulted in 
an exhib verdict. This goes for 
four cases recently litigated, in- 
cluding the McLendon action in 
Dallas; Fifth & Walnut suit tried 
in New York; and the Meiselman 
action in the Carolinas. 

If the courts stick to their pres- 
ent approach, that facts arising 
since 1946 when the first Govern- 
ment ruling was made do not jus- 
tify monopoly charges, industry 
are convinced that this 
type of litigation will be cleaned 
up. Old cases, pre-dating the ‘46 
reforms are gradually being dis- 
posed of through trials or settle- 
ments The new suits are being 
consistently won, indicating in the 
minds of the lawyers that no case 
is a good bet if brought after sell- 
ing practices were revised. 

Claims by major companies that 
they brought their house to order, 
in response to the dictates of the 
Government suit, are holding up 
in court. Conforming to the de- 
cree, distribs are demonstrating on 
the stand such practices as com- 
petitive selling, no fixed system of 
run and clearance, no block-book- 
ing, price-fixing or other outlawed 
practices. Their contention—that 
any theatre, new or old, can get a 
crack at product—ihas been paying 
off. 

In the Chorak suit, for instance, 
Federal Judge Ben Harrison ruled 
that the defendants had committed 
no conspiracy and that the two- 
week clearance given Puente’s 
competitors was not unreasonable. 
These clearances are streamlined 
as a result of the reforms inaugu- 
rated three years ago. 

Fifth & Walnut suit revolves 
around a Louisville, Ky., theatre 
that was taken over by the plain- 
tiff after the decree went into ef- 
fect. Hence, the same changed sell- 
ing practices proved a bailer in a 
jury dismissai. McLendon built 
and opened his house, the Casa 
Linda, Dallas, after the '46 decree. 
His case was also tossed out. 

Meiselman suit, while not tried 
as yet, resulted in a denial of the 
exhib’s application for a temporary 
injunction. Court, in a long deci- 
sion, found no conspiracy and re- 
fused to restrain exhibs from sell- 
ing first-run elsewhere. 

Against these victories, it is said, 
there are no defeats on post-1946 
facts. 


NOW BOTH PAR AND DOS 
WILL HAVE CIRCUS PIX 


Although he dropped the optiofi 
he acquired a couple of years ago 
to screen rights on the Ringling 


Bros.-Barnum & Bailey show, David 
O. Selznick apparently hasn't given 
up his idea of making a circus film. 





Last week he registered the title, 
“The Circus Comes to Town,” with 


the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica and placed under contract Em- 
mett Kelly, vet RB-B&B clown. 


Ringling rights have since been 
acquired by Paramount for a pic to 
be produced by Cecil B. DeMille. 
It will be tagged with the label that 
Selznick had originally intended to 
use, “The Greatest Show on Earth.” 
Both the Selznt®k and the Par pix 
will probably be shot during next 
summer's big top season, so they 
should land in theatres at about 
the same time and in competition 
with each other. 

DOS’ option on the circus gave 
him all rights, including video, and 
has made the same type of deal 
with Kelly. Pact covers every 
form of entertainment and even 
Ringling Bros. will have to deal 
with Selznick for services of their 
clown next season. That will un- 
doubtedly eliminate him from the 


1 DeMille film. 
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‘Jolson’ 


Wow $63,000, 2 Spots, Leads 
Way in L.A.; ‘Pinky’ Also Smash 756 





In 4 ‘Heiress’ Fat 186, ‘Gal’ Dim 1 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. *¢ 


Again” and 
“Pinky” are fighting it out for 
firstrun coin here this stanza. 
“Jolson,” in two theatres, is grab- 
bing smash $63,000, with upped |! 
prices helping. “Pinky,” in four 
spots, is soaring to big $75,000, 
with regular scale in force. “The 
Heiress,” also with advanced scale, 
looks very nice $18,000 at Carthay 


“Jolson Sings 





Circle. 
Otherwise, biz here is offish. 
Light $19,000 is all that is ex- 


pected for “Gal Who Took West” 
in four spots. “Duck Soup’-“Ani- 
mal Crackers,” reissue combo, | 
looks only $20,000 for five sites. 

Second session of “Under Capri- 
corn” is down to $22,000 for three | 
houses while second round also 
for “Friend Irma” shapes okay 
$22,500 in two Paramounts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)—"Icha- 
bod” (RKO) and “Strange Gamble” 
(UA) (2d wk). Fair $16,000. Last 
week, good $21,600. 

Chinese. Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (‘FWC) (2,048; 2,404; l1- 
248: 1,719: 60-$1)—“Pinky” (20th). 
Socko $75,000. Last week, “‘Fight- 
ing Man Plains” (20th) and “Prison 
Warden” (Col) (8 days), $36,600. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Under Capricorn” (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to $22,000. Last week, above 
hopes at nice $37,000. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 


(FWC) (1,538; 2,096; 60-$1)—‘‘Mid- 

night Kiss” (M-G) (2d wk). Slow 

$19.500. Last week, $32,600. 
Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2.- 


812: 2.890: 60-$1.10)—‘“‘Jolson Sings 
Again” (Col). Terrific $63,000. Last 
week, “Married Communist” (RKO) 
and “Rusty's Birthday’ (Col) (2d 
wk-5 days), $7,300. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398: 1,451; 50-$1) 
—'‘‘Friend Irma” (Par) and “Rim of 
Canyon” (Col) (LA only) (2d wk). 
Okay $22,500. Last week, $36,400 

United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 
Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 880; 
885: 60-$1)—"“Gal Who Took West” 
(U) and “Woman Hater” (U). Light 
$19,000. Last week, “Sword in Des- 
ert’ (U) (3d wk) and “Grand Can- 
yon” (Indie) (24d wk), $15,700. 

Million Dollar, Fl Rey, Iris, Bei- 


mont, Culver ‘D’'town - FWC) 
(2.093; 861; 828; 1,532; 1,145; 60- 
$!1)—‘‘Animal Crackers” (Par) and 


“Duck Soup” (Par) (reissues). Mild 

20,000. Last week, “Lost Bounda- 
ries” (FC), $14,000. 

Orpheum ‘D'town) (2,210; 50-95) 
—‘Holiday in Havana” (Col) (2d 
run) with vaude headed by Merry 
Macs. Fair $18,500. Last week, 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO) (2d 
run) with vaude headed by Wally 
Vernon, Mary Kaye Trio, $21,400. 


Carthay Circle (‘FWC) (1,518; 
85-$1.50) — “The Heiress” (Par). 
Advanced-price run shaping to 
very nice $18,000. Last week, 
moveover policy. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“Red Shoes” (‘EL) (43d 


wk). About $3,000. Last week, 


good $3,500. 


Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 90- 
$).20)\—“‘Hamlet” ‘(U) (2d wk). 
About $4,000. Last week, disap- 
pointing $4.900. 

Laurel ‘Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Last Stop” (Indie). Slim $2,000. 
Last week, “Cesar” (‘Indie) (2d 
wk), okay $1,900. 





‘Kentuckian’ Lusty At 
$19,500, Denver Topper 


Denver, Oct. 25. 


Fine autumn weather and grid 
games are hurting most spots this 
week. Standout is “Fighting Ken- 
tuckian,” solid in three spots. 
“Rope of Sand” is holding so well 
in second Denham week it will stay 
a third. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 35-74)-— 
“Blue Lagoon” (U) and “One False 
Step” (U), day-date with Para- 
mount. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
p' ved moveovers. 

Broadway ‘(Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74:'—“Under Capricorn” (WB) (2d 
wk). Fairish $5,000. Last week. 
g00d $7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 35-70) 
—“Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $13,000. Holds agaip. Last 
“. $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74). 
«Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 

Man About House” (20th). day- 
date with Esquire, Webber. Sturdy 


(Continued on page 22) 


'“Capricorn” (WB). (2d wk). 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $496,000 | 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $609,566 
(Based on 15 theatres.) 











Boundaries Big 
$25,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 


Heavy weekend business, with 
Saturday night almost like a New 
Year’s Eve, did much to bolster 
biz this session. Dizzy Gillespie 
band is boosting “Stampede” to 
terrific total at Earle to pace city. 
“Beyond the Forest” looks nice at 
Mastbaum while “Lost Boun- 
daries” shapes great at Boyd. 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” looms big 
on second week at Stanley 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 60-$1.25)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (4th 
wk) Very Strong $20,000. Last 
week, $23,000. 

Boyd (WB) ‘2,360; 50-99)—“Lost 
Boundaries’ (FC). Big $25,000. 
Last week, “Midnight Kiss’’ (M-G) 
(7th wk), okay $14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 
“Stampede” (Mono) 
Gillespie orch, others, on stage. 
Terrific $35,000. Last week, 
“Strange Bargain” (RKO) plus 
eight vaude, $20,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 
“Father Was Fullback” (20th) 
Thrown for small gain at $17,000 
Last week, “Thieves’ Highway” 
(20th) (2d wk), $12,000 in 5 days. 











50-99) — 
with Dizzy 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)\—"Red, Hot and Blue” (Par) 
(2d wk). Mild $11,000. Last week, 
okay $16,000. 

Karliton (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99\—"*That’s My Baby” ‘U). Slow 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Christopher 


Columbus” (U), $9,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)—. 
“Beyond Forest” (WB). Nice $30.- 
000. Last week, “Under Capri- 
corn” (WB) (2d wk) $14,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Big $20,000. Last week, 
sock $28,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Massacre River’ (Mono). Will 


play only single week, slow $9,000. house one of its better weeks, yw). 
(U), sock $5,000. Last week, “Brother 


Last week, “Abandoned” 
$8,500. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)—| 
“Spring Park Lane” ‘EL). Good 
$6500. Last week, ‘Louisiana 
Story (Phdie) (2d wk), $5,500. 


SEATTLE DRAB ALBEIT 
‘LIVING’ NICE $7,000 


Seattle, Oct. 25. | 
Despite new fare in many first- 
runs, Seattl is very sluggish. 
“Easy Living’ shapes nice at the 
Liberty and “Madame Bovary” is 
fairly good at Fifth Avenue. 
Otherwise, takings are slow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum ‘H-E) (1,877; 59-84)— 


} 





“Red Light” (UA) and “Riders of Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) | 


Range” ‘RKO). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Columbus” (U) and “Fight- 
Redhead” (EL), only 
$7.400. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 59-84) 
—‘‘Madame Bovary” (M-G). Good 
$9.000. Last week, “Come _ To 
Stable” (20th) and “Arctic Fury” | 
(RKO) (2d wk), okay $8,000 in 9) 
days. 
Liberty ‘Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
59-84)—""Easy Living’ ‘Col) and 
“Satan's Cradle” (UA). Nice $7,000. 
Last week. “Midnight Kiss” (M-G) 
and “Rusty’s Birthday” (Col) (2d 
wk). $6,800 in 6 days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 59-84)— 
Fair 
$5,000 after good $8,300 last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 59-84)— 
“Sword of Desert” (U) and “Kid 
Cleveland” (Rep) (2d wk). Mild 
$6,000 after good $10,400 opener. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-69) 
“Lost Boundaries” ‘(FC) and 
“Search Danger” (FC) (2d runs) 
plus stage show. Oke $6,500. Last 
week, “Once More, My Darting” 
(U) and “Blue Lagoon” (U) bd 
runs) plus stage, big $8,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 59-84) 
—Fighting Man of Plains” (20th) | 
and “Black Midnight” (Mono). | 
a “—— yA Last week, 

a” (Par) a “Roughshod” 
(RKO). (2d wk), $6,800, - 


Mine Laughs” 


' 000. 


‘Columbus’ Ace New Pic 
In Toronto With $13,000 


Toronto, Oct. 25. 


In second stanza, “Male War 
Bride” at Imperial is still garner- 
ing the town’s best trade, with 
ropes up consistently. “Christo- 
pher Columbus” is doing hefty 
trade at the Odeon. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitel, Nortown, Shea's (FP) 
(1,079, 959, 2,386; 40-70)—"Wins- 
low Boy” (‘EL). Slow $12,000. 


Last week, “Great Feeling” (WB) 

(2d wk), $7,000. 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 

State (20th) (1,059, 955, $98, 694; 


35-60)—"‘Great Dan Patch” (UA) 
and “High Fury” ‘UA). Disap- 
pointing $10,000. Last week, 
“Roughshod” (RKO) and “Make 


(RKO), big $14,000. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080, 
1,556; 40-70)—“‘Under Capricorn” 
(WB) (2d wk). Okay $10,500 after 
last week’s strong $14,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,558; 40-60)— 
“Once Upon Dream” (EL). Big 
$5,000. 
(EL) (6th wk), $3,500. 

Imperial (FP) 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (2d wk). 


Smash $20,000 after last week’s ter- | 


rific $23,500. 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096: 40-70)— 
“Madame Bovary” (‘M-G). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Any Num- 
ber Play” ‘(M-G) (2d wk), light 
$8,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Christopher Columbus” (EL). 
Hefty $13,000. Last week, “Icha- 
bod” (RKO), fine $20,000 in li 
days. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743; 40-70)— 
“Sword in Desert’ (U) (2d wk). 
Good $7,500 after last week's 
$9,500. 





Rope Strong 116 
In Mildish K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 25. 

Totais are down this week from 
buxom biz of last session, with 
not so strong films or holdovers 
in nearly every spot. Lead is nip 
and tuck between newcomers 
“Rope of Sand” at Paramount and 
“Task Force” at Missouri. “Jolson 
Sings Again” at Midland and 
“Male War Bride” at 
shape big for second sessions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—‘Massacre River" ‘Mono) and 
“The Hunted” (Mono). Good 
$4,000. Last week, Apollo theatre, 
usual subsequent, was teamed with 
Esquire for “Hellfire” (Rep) and 
“Brimstone” (Rep), okay $6,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 61-75- 
$1.00\—“Quartet” (EL). Giving 


Jonathan” (Mono), $2,300. 

Midland ‘ Loew's) (3,500; 55-90)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (2d 
wk). Fancy 
sock £22,000. 


Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)—_ 
'“Task Force’ (WB) and “Sham-| 


rock Hill” ‘EL). Fine $12,000. 
Last week, “White Heat” (WB) and 
“Alimony” (EL) (2d wk), $7,500. 

Orpheum ‘Fox Midwest) (1.847; 
55-75)—“‘Male War Bride” (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding up at $12,000, 
and probable third week. Last 
week, sock $18,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par). Tight $11,- 
Last week, “Under Capri- 
corn” (WB), slow $7,000 in 9 days. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (‘Fox 


—“Sword in Desert” (U). 
$12,000. Last week, “Fighting Man 





Wind, Rain Boost Omaha; 


‘Kiss’ Rousing $12,000 
Omaha, Oct. 25. 

Despite intermittent rain, cold 
winds, biz is sturdy this week. 
“That Midnight Kiss” at 
mount looks standout with fine 
total. Brandeis ‘with “Miss Grant 
Takes Richmond” is lively $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—“‘Midnight Kiss” (M-G). Fine 
$12,000. Last week, “Friend Irma” 
(Par), $11,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16- 
65)—“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
and “Jigsaw” (UA). Okay $10,500. 
Last week, “Fighting Kentuckian” 
(Rep) and “Special Agent” (Par), 
fine $12,500. 


(3,373; 40-70)—| . ; — 
| Big conventions are preventing | 


Orpheum | 


$13,000. Last week, 


Okay 


Para- | 


Shoes’ Revue Tilts Touch’ to Sock 
$28,000, D.C.; ‘Columbus’ Smooth 106 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,681,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 205 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 








Last Year ; $2,685,000 
(Based on 25 cities and 222 
| theatres. 














‘Tokyo Joe Great 


San Francisco, Oct. 25. 


biz from completely bogging down 
this stanza, with boxoffice generally 
on dull side. Plethora of hold- 
overs also is hurting. “Under 
Capricorn” shapes socko at the St. 
Francis while “Tokyo Joe” looms 
|smash at the Orpheum. “Fighting 
Man of Plains” is disappointing 
with only a fair total at the big 
Fox. “My Friend Irma” is doing 
as well as any holdovers at Para- 
mount with “Love Happy” also 
shaping okay for second round at 
United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) 
85)—“Married Communist” (RKO) 
and “Arctic Fury” (RKO) plus 
| Charles-Valentino fight pix (2d wk). 


Down to $8,000, slim. Last week, 
disappointing $14,000. 
| Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—| 


“Fighting Man of Plains’ (20th) 
and “Angels in Disguise’ ‘Mono). 
Fair $18,000. Last week, “Task 
Force” (WB) and “Treasure Monte 
Cristo” (Indie) (2d wk), $13,500. 

| Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Madame Bovary” ‘(M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $11,000. Last week, good 
$18,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Friend Irma” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep) (2d wk). Held 
up to okay $15,000. Last week, 
hefty $23,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 


“Under Capricorn” (WB). Sock 
$17,000. Last week, “Rope of 
Sand” (Par) (5th wk), $4,000. 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 


85'\—"‘Tokyo Joe” (Col) and “Holi- | 


day in Havana” (Col). Smash 
| $22,000. Last week, “Christopher 


$22,000, Frisco 


Last week, “Portrait Life” | 


(2.844: 60-| 


Washington, Oct. 25. 

Biggest wicket activity in cur- 
rent session is centered in the two 
Warner houses. “Mr. Soft Touch” 
is skyrocketing to smash total 
thanks to lure of miniature version 
of “High Button Shoes” on the 
stage of the Warner, company 
showcase here. “Jolson Sings 
Again” still is hefty in second week 
at the Metropolitan. “Christopher 





Columbus” is nice at Keith's. 
|“Friend Irma” is only passably 
good. 


Estimates for This Week 

| Capitel (Loew's) (2,434: 44-85)— 
“Scene of Crime” ‘(M-G) lus 
vaude. Just average $22.000. st 
week, “Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
plus vaude, $21,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-89)— 
“Christopher Columbus” ‘U). Nice 
$10,000 and is building. with 
school groups making large part of 
payees. Last week, “Ichabod” 
| (RKO) (2d wk), big $9,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Friend Irma” (Par). Nice $17,000, 
but far from big for this house. 
Last week, “Sword in Desert” ‘U), 
so-so $14,500. 

Playhouse ‘Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—‘Passport Pimlico” ‘EL). Very 
big $7,000. Last week, “Once Upon 
Dream” (Indie), $4,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1.163; 
50-98)-—“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
(2d wk). Husky $19,000 after siz- 
zling $28,000 opener. Holds again. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘‘Devil in Flesh” (Indie) (6th wk). 

(Continued on page 22) 





‘SWORD’ LEADS CLEVE., 
$16,000; ‘ICHABOD’ 126 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 

Just average takes are being 
raked in by major houses although 
“Sword in Desert” is giving State 
an okay session and topping city. 
“Ichabod” at Palace and “Under 
Capricorn” at Hipp are not big. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Allen ‘Warners) (2,000; 55-70)— 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Christopher 
Columbus” (U), $11,000. 

Esquire ‘Community) ‘704; 55- 
70)—“‘Anna_ Lucasta” (Col) (5th 
wk). Good $4,200 following $4,000 
last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 55-70)— 
“Under Capricorn” (WB). Modest 
$15,000. Last week, “Father Was 
Fullback” (20th), $14,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,300; 55-70)— 
“Ichabod” (RKO). Rather quiet 
| $12,000. Last week, “Male War 


| Columbus” (U) and “Girl in Paint-| Bride” (20th) (2d wk), big $15,500. 


jing” (U), fair $9,500. 


| United Artists (Ne. Coast) (1,207; 
(2d | $16,000. Last week, “Friend Irma” 


55-85)—“‘Love Happy” (UA) 
Last week, sock $12,000. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55--85) 
—‘Gal Who Took West” ‘U) and 
“Nevada Trail” (U). Good $5,000. 
Last week, “Blue Lagoon” (U) 
/(m.o.) and “Savage eel 
| (RKO) (2d wk), nice $3,400. 

Clay ‘Roesner) (400); 65-85)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). Holding 
near $3,200. Last week, big $3,500. 

Larkin ‘Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
|“Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). 
$3,000. Last week, strong $3,300. 


L’ville Limping Albeit 
‘Forest’ $7,500; ‘Joe’ 126, 
‘Ichabod’ 116, Both Oke 


Louisville, Oct. 25. 





| 
| 


still lingering, and drive-ins pull- 
ing patrons like it was July. An- 
other new drive-in opened Satur- 
day (22), making seven ozoners 
now operating in Falls Cities area. 
“Beyond the Forest” at Mary An- 
derson looks satisfactory. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
400: 45-65)—"Beyond Forest” (WB). 
Indicating satisfactory $7,500. Last 





Fine 


Biz is on slow side hereabouts, 
fair of Plains” (20th), pleasing $15,000. what with summer-like weather 


| 
' 


week, “Mr. Sott Touch” (Col), 
modest $6,500. 
_Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—“‘Ichabod” (RKO) and | 


“Stampede” (Mono). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Friend Irma” ‘Par) 
and “Ringside” (SG), solid $15,000, 
and m.o. 





State (Loew’s) 
“Sword in Desert” 


(3,450; 55-70)— 
(Par). Okay 


(Par), $16,500. 


Vaude Ups ‘Highway’ To 
$38,000, Det.; Force’ 286 
‘Jolson’ Great 296, 2d 


Detroit, Oct. 25. 
Eight acts of vaudeville are 
|pushing ‘Thieves’ Highway” to 
good session at Fox this week. 
Still going great guns in its sec- 
ond week is “Jolson Sings Again” 
at Madison. Also nice is “Task 
Force” at Michigan. “Doctor and 
Girl” is okay at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox ‘Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-$1.00) 
—‘Thieves’ Highway” (20th) plus 
vaude. Good $38,000. Last week, 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (2d wk), 
big $20,000. 

Michigan (‘United Detroit) (4.- 
000; 70-95)—‘“Task Force” ‘WB) 
and “Forgotten Women” (Mono). 
Fine $28,000. Last week, “Under 
Capricorn” (WB) and “Post Office 
Investigator” (RKO), $18,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“Without Honor” (UA) and “Proj- 
ect X” (Mono). Mild $14,000. Last 
week, “Red Light” (UA) and “Dar- 
ing Caballero” (Mono), $17,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95)—-“Doctor and Girl” (M-G) and 
“Barbary Pirate” (Rep). Nice $14,- 
000. Last week, “Ichabod” (RKO) 
and “Jackpot Jitters” ‘Mono), 
$12,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 95-$1.20)— 





| State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— “Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (2d wk). 


“Tokyo Joe” (Col) 


and “Rusty’s Great $25,000. Last week, terrific 


Brandeis (RKO) (i,500; 16-65)— Birthday” (Col). Oke $12,000. Last $35,000. 


“Grant Takes Richmond” (Col) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (Col). Trim $7,- 


week, ontaber Columbus” (U) 


and “Blondie 


Wweissues), $5,500 on 5 days. 


its Jackpot” | oa Bovary” ‘(M-G). 


Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 70-95)— 
So-so 


500. Last week, “Gunga Din” $11, 500. Last week, “Christopher 
— one “Lost Patrol” (RKO) Strand (FA) (1.000: 45-65)— | Columbus” (U), $8,000. . 
State Geldb. > “Bomba” (Mono) and “Massacre| Downtown (Balaban) (2.900; 70- 
“Wirerd or oeere) (865; 16-65)— River” (Mono). Modest $5,500. /95)—"Gal Took West” (U) | and 
wk) Pine Oz” (M-G) (reissue) (2d Last week, “Purple Heart” (20th). “Angels in Disguise” (Mono). Only 
bags e $5,200. Last week, wow and “Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) $10, Last week, “Abandoned” 


(U) (2d wk), $7,000. 
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Chi Better; ‘Tokyo’-Arnaz Standout 


At Rugged $55,000, 


‘Lagoon Okay 116, 


‘Stable’ Trim 176, 2d; ‘Jolson’ 186, 7th 


Chicago, Oct. 25. +4 
Chi biz seems a bit steadier than 


last week but there are few very 


big totals. Best newcomer is 
“Tokyo. Joe” plus Desi Arnaz 
topping stage layout at Oriental 
with nifty $55,000. Also perking 
is “Blue Lagoon” at Grand with 
$11.000. Reissue combo of “Can't 
Cheat Honest Man” and “Never 
Give Sucker Break” at Palace 
shapes neat $10,000 

Come To Stable” at United 
Artists is heading second-week 
pictures with smart $17.000. At 
Chicago, “White Heat” with 


Carmen Cavallaro band looks tidy 
$43.000 on initial holdover trame 
“Christopher Columbus” at Roose- 
velt with $11,000 and “Doctor and 
Girl” at State-Lake at brisk $14.- 
000 also are okay on first holdover 
“Jolson Sings Again.” in 
seventh week at Woods. is. still 
sturdy with $18,000 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98 
“White Heat” (WB) with Carmen 
Cavallaro orch onstage (2d wk 
Trim $43,000. Last week, $55.000 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98 
“Magnificent Obsession” (| 
“Imitation of Life’ (U) 
Tidy $7,000. Last week 
‘EL: and “Black Shadows” 
$5.000 
Grand 
* Blue 


sessions 


and 

tretssues'! 
Zaimba 

EL, 


RKO) (1,500; 50-98 
Lagoon” (U). Okay $11.000 
Last week, “Sword in Desert ( 
(3d wk). big $10,000. 


Oriental (Essaness) (3,400 
- “Tokyo Joe” (Col) with Desi 
Arnaz topping § stageshow Nifty 
$55,000 Last week, “Roseanna 
MeCoy” (RKO) plus Olga San 
Juan (3d wk), $25,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 50-98 
“Can't Cheat Honest Man” (‘indie) 
and “Never Give Sucker Break" 
‘Indie’ (reissues). Smart $10,000. 
Last week, “Ichabod” ‘(RKO 
$14.000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98 
“Christopher Columbus” ‘| 
wk Not bad $11,000. Last 
nice $15,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000 
240' — “Red Shoes” (EL 
wk’. Slipping to dim $3,000 
week. $3,700. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 50-98) 
—- “Doctor and Girl” (M-G) (2d 
wk’. Staunch $14,000. Last week. 
£18.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 50- 
98:'—"Come to Stable” (20th! (2d 


30-98) 


2d 
week, 


$1.20- 
(46th 
Last 


wk’. Lush $17,000. Last week. 
$23.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98 — 
$1.25) — “Jolson Sings Again” 
(Col) (7th wk). Holding very 
strong at $18,000. Last week. 
$21,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 80)—‘Svm- 


honie Pastoral” (Indie) (51th wk) 
olding at $3,000. Last week. nice 
$3 500. 


Cincy Holds Well; ‘Irma’ 
Firm $15,000, ‘Touch’ 116; 
‘Jolson’ Robust 136, 3d 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25 

Biz generally at major stands is 
holding well for third successive 
round. “My Friend Irma” heads 
currem list of three new bills that 
are within average to bright range 
“Jolson Sings Again” continues to 
encore lustily. Other newcomers 
are “Mr. Soft Touch” and “Thieves 
Highway.” 





Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75'—“'"My 
Friend Irma” (Par). Bright $15- 


000 Last week, ‘Under Capri- 
corn” (WB), moderate $11,000 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 60-94) 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (3d wk! 
Robust $13,000 in wake of smash 
$18.000 second stanza. Holds again 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th). Satis- 
factory $8,000. Last week, “Grant 
Takes Richmond” (Col’, hefty 
$9.000 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542: 55-75) 
—-“Geronimo” (Par) (‘reissue’). Swet! 


$9.000. Last week, “Christopher 
Columbus” (U), fairish $8,000 and 
below expectations. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600; 55-75)- 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col). Average 
$11,000. Last week, “Ichabod” 
(RKO), $10,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 55-75) — 
“Under Capricern” (WB) «m.o) 
Oke $5,000. Last week. “Father 


Was Fullback” (20th), (m.o.', game, 





giving whole 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
plaving percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 


prices. however, as indicated 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax 








‘lelsen’ Sockeroo 
$25,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 25 


“Jolson Sings Again” is blowing 
the lid off Loew's boxoffice this 
week and is zooming toward the 
vear's tallest gross. Otherwise, the 
firstrun situation here is quiet 
Rope of Sand” is just fair at 
Indiana while “Easy Living” looks 
mild at Circle 


Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800: 44- 
65 “Easy Living’ (RKO: and 
Strange Bargain” (RKO! Mild 
$8.500 Last week “Ichabod 
RKO! and “Grand Canyon” 
Indie). Smooth $11,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3.300: 44-65 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Alias 
the Champ” (Indie). So-so $11,000 
Last week “Male War Bride 
20th). big $15,500 

Loew's ‘Loew’'s) (2,427 

“Jolson Sings Again” 
Smash $25,000 at tilted scale 
week. “Red Danube” (M-G) 
“Holiday in Havana” (Col), 
$9.200 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600: 50-85 
“Treasure Monte Cristo” ‘Indie 
with Tex Ritter unit onstage. Okay 


55-90 
iCol 
Last 
and 
fail 


$11,000. Last week. “Frankenstein 
Meets Wolf Man” (U) and “Dra- 
cula’s Daughter” (U) (reissues 


tepid $4.800 at 44-65 scale 


Kaye Lifts Bargain’ To 
All-Time High $42,000, 
Pitt; ‘Joe’ Sturdy 126 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Danny Kaye's personal at the 
Stanley with “Strange Bargain” is 
Golden Triangle a 
shot in the arm this week, bring- 
ing downtown the biggest crowds 
in a long time. This despite steel 
and coal strikes, which have been 
playing havoc with biz lately. Kave 
will turn in the top Stanley biz 
of all time, what with the house's 
highest top and Sunday stage- 
shows, arranged via a charity tie- 
up. First Sunday flesh in history 
here. “Tokyo Joe” at Harris and 
“Ichabod” at Warner are nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-85) 
Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep). Crit- 
ics jumped on this and may not 
even go over $9,000, barely oka: 
Last week, “Pride of Yankees” 
‘RKO) (reissue), $7,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-85) 
“Tokyo Joe” (Col). Humphres 
Bogart action pic got good cam- 
paign and is heading for brisk $12.- 





000. Last week, “Red Light” (lA), 
$10,000. 
Penn ‘Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 45-85 
- “Red Danube” (M-G). Pete 
Lawford personals opening day 


got film away fast, but isn't main- 


taining pace and will onty be oke 
$14.000. Last week, “Scene ol 
Crime” (M-G) and “Late Fo 
Tears’ (UA), $10,000 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 60-$1.10 

“Strange Bargain” ‘RKO and 
Danny Kaye. First stageshow at 
house in nearly year and looks 
terrific $42,000 and possibly al! 


time high here. Not doing absoluie 
capacity, but Sunday shows and 


tough coin are big factors. Last 
week. “Under Capricorn” (WB 
$12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 45-85 
“Ichabod” (RKO) New Disne: 
feature.drew tremendous kid trade 
over weekend, solid $12,000. and 
h.o Last week, “Easy Living 
(RKO), (2d wk) okay $6,000 in 6 
days. “~~rT 99: 68.69 


Vaude Lifts ‘Stampede’ 
To Great $24,000, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 


With its third Palace vaudeville 
unit plus “Stampede,” RKO-Or- 
pheum has a big boxoffice edge on 
opposition currently. It's a lean 
week as far as fresh fare is con- 
cerned but “Slattery’s Hurricane” 
shapes mildish at the State. Long 
list of holdovers is headed by “Jol- 
son Sings Again” in fifth week at 
RKO-Pan The Minnesota-Michi- 
Ann Arbor 


gan footbali game at 
drained away some potential cus- 
tomers over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 
Lyric Pa (1,000 50-70) 
Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) Fall 
$5,000. Last week, “Fighting Ken- 


$4,000 
50-70 
(2d wk 


after hettys 


tuckian” (Rep) (2d wk) 

Radio City (Par) (4,000 
Viale War Bride” (20th 
Stil time $13,000 
$19.000 initial stanza 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
85 “Stampede” (Mono and 
Great $24,000 Last week 

RKO), modest $9,000 
scale ; 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600; 55-95) 
Jolson “ings Again” (Col) (5th 
wk Near end of sensational run 
$8.000 which may mean 
stanza. Last week, virile 


vaude 
( habod 


tM 


at rv) 


at about 
one more 
SY UUU 
2.300; 50-70 Siat 
Hurricane” (20th Viildish 
Last week, “Christopher 
U), $11,000. 
Mann) (400; 
in Painting” (l Slow $2 
[ast week, “Come To Stable 
sd wk), okay $2,800 


State (Par 
ter 

$11,000 
Colt 


World 


mous 

50-70 
Ciirl 

O0OU 
2Oth 


‘Sword Sharp 
$14,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis. Oct. 25 
After three days of almost con 
tinuous vain, clearing weather ove! 
weekend and lower temperatures 
are helping biz a bit. Too much 
water washed out too many days 
for a strong general showing 
Sword in Desert” shapes as best 
with solid session at Missouri 
Slattery’s Hurricane” with vaude 
is good at the Fox “Home of 
Brave” is picketed by both Negroes 
and whites, with biz suffering at 
Loew's 
Estimates for This 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
Male War Bride” (20th) (2d 
and “Fighting Kentuckian” 
Still big at $19,000. Last 


Week 


75 
wk 
(Rep), 
week 
tor” (Rep), $11,000. 

Fox ‘F&M) (5,000; 50-75) — 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
vaude. Good $19,000. Last week, 
“House of Strangers” (20th) and 
vaude, $18,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Home of Brave” (UA) and “Holi- 


day in Havana” (Col). Neat $12.- 
000. Last week, “Red Danube” 
(M-G) and “Rusty Saves Life” 


(Col) (5 days), sturdy $10,000. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)\— 


“Sword in Desert” (U) = and 
“Roughshod” (RKO). Solid $14.- 
000. Last week, “Friend Irma” 


(Par! and “Flame of Youth” (Rep), 
$11,500 
St. Louis (F&M! (4.000; 50-75:'— 


“Under Capricorn” (WB: and 
“Strange Bargain” (RKO). Oke 
$1 1.000 Last week, “Fighting 


Kentuckian” (Rep) and “The Mu- 
tineers’ (Col), rousing $13,000. 


with “Post Office Investiga- 


|—"Tokyo 


Bway; Red, Hot 


Holdovers, Mayoralty Campaign Nip | 
-Lutcher-Hawkins 


676, ‘Forest’-Tab Revue Good 606 


holdovers and the 
mayoralty campaign 
Broadway | first-run 
theatres this session. Only three 
major newcomers were launched 
during the last seven days 
Just how severe the pre-elec- 
tion slump becoming was indi 
rectivy pointed up several nights 
week by the experience ol 
neighborhood houses With 
rallies attracting big 
these nabe theatres report 
no trade on these 
Broadway first-runs ap- 
parently being affected. if to 
a lesser degree Ideal weather 
brings plenty window-shoppers 
to the Times area but not 
many theatre 
Paramount 
Blue” plus 
Erskine Hav 
Luichet is 
$67 000 
Bevond§ Forest 
musical Make 
looks to hit 
Ever 
Water 
others 
terdays 


Too many 
red-hot city 
are hurting 


1s 


last 
big 
election 
crowds 

practically 
nights 


ait 


ol 
sauare 
petrons 
with “Red, Hot and 
stageshow headed bi 
kins band and Nellie 
only fairly good at 
less Strand with 
and condensed 
Mine Manhattan 
good $60,000 or undet 
Does It.” with Ethel 
Beth Hughes and 
onstage, opened nicely yes 
Tues.) at the Roxy 
Prison Warden" and vaude 
doing allrighi $21,000 at the 
Palace Second week of Chris- 
topher Colmubus"” will be down to 
$15.000 at the Victoria after fine 
$25,000 for openel 
The Heiress 
at $134,000 in 
Music Hall 


bod: 


Mary 


holding up 
third week at 
and stays a fourth 
the extended-runs, “Jolson 
Sings Again’ shapes up strongest 
being still at $24,000 or overt! 
in 10th at the State A] 
Jotson opus went way 
ove! $27,500 in ninth 
round Another long-run pic 
Pinks continues smash with 
$35,000 for fourth Rivoli frame 
New bills open this week at the 
Cap. Criterion, Globe, Mayfair 
Gotham, Rialto as well as the 
usual change alt the Palace. Capi- 
tol brings in “Tokyo Joe,” with 
Lena Horne and Skitch Henderson 
band onstage today (Wed.) 
Abandoned Woman" also opens 
today at Criterion 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
Lost Boundaries” (FC) (17th 
wk). Still getting some trade with 
around $7,500 likely in = current 
week after $8,800 last week. Stays 
until Nov. 9 with “Battleground” 
(M-G) set for big invitational 
preem the night of Nov. 10. Reg- 
ular run opens Nov. 11. 
Bijou ‘City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40'—"'Red Shoes” (EL) (53d wk) 


is 

well 

the 
Of 


big 
session 
musical 
hopes to 


' Looks to perk up a bit this session 


to about $9,500, excellent, after 
$8,800 last week. Stays on, picture 
going into second year with cur- 
rent session 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
Joe” (Col) with Lena 
Hore, Skitch Henderson  orch, 
Gil Maison, the Dunhills onstage. 
Opens today (Wed). Last week, 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) plus 
Connee Boswe!l, Emil Coleman 
orch heading stage bill (2d wk-6 
days), thin $22,000 after mild $31,- 
000 opener 
Criterion ‘Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
Abandoned Woman” (U). Opens 
today (Wed). Last week, “Easy 
Living” (RKO) (2d wk) slipped to 


‘Jolson’ Loudest Noise in Hub, $55,000: 


Baby -Vaude Oke 


Boston, Oct. 25 
tiggest noise around town this 
stanza is “Jolson Sings Again.” 
showing at upped prices, smash at 


State and Orpheum. Although 
other major houses have new- 
comers, none looks outstanding 
“That's My Baby” plus vaude at 
Boston shapes okay while “Task 
Force’ at Met looks average 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95 
Pinky” (20th) (3d wk) Holding 
up nicely at $15,000 after niity 
$19 000 last week. 

Boston ‘RKO: (3,200; 55-85)— 
“That's My Baby” (U) plus vaude 


Oke $22.000. Last week, “Thieves’ 


Highway” (20th) and vaude, 
$23,000 
Fenway (NET) (1.373: 40-85) 


Father Was Fullback” (20th: and 
“Brimstone” (Rep). 


$7,000. Last week, “Friend Irma” 
Par’) and “Kid Cleveland” ‘(Rep 
2d wk’, $4,800. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,500, 40.84 7 


About average , 


226, Force’ $21,000 


Living’ (RKO) and “Masked 
(RKO) Mild $18,000 
Last week. “Ichabod” (RKO) and 
“Trail of Yukon” (Mono), $15,000 
Metropolitan ‘NET: (4.376: 40- 
85) Task Force” (WB) and 
‘Flame Youth (Rep Average 
$21.000 Last week, “Male War 
Bride’ (20th) and “Grand Canyon” 
Indie’) (3d wk’. $15.400 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 55-$1.20 
Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
Smash $35,000 at upped scale 
looms Last week, “Doctor and 
Girl” (M-G) and “Seene of Crime” 
Vi-G'. neat $23,000 
Paramount (NET) 
“Father Was 
and ‘Brimstone’ 


**Fasy 
Raiders’ 


(1,900: 
Fullback” 
(Rep) 


40-85 
(20th 
Okas 


$14,000. Last week, “Friend Irma” 
(‘Par’) and “Kid Cleveland” (Rep 
(2d wk), tasty $12,700. 


State ‘Loew: (3,500: 55-$1.20 


“Jolson Sings Again” (Col). Upped 
prices should draw solid $20,000 
Last week “Doctor and Gir!” 
iM-G and “Scene of Crime 


(Md: , fine, $)4,900., : pat 


$17,000 


50-$1.20) 
Down 


light $12,000 after okay 


opener. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 

“Black Book” (EL) (2d wk) 
to $7.000 this round after slight 
$10,000 opene! “Johnny Eager” 
(M-G) (reissue) opens Saturday 
29) 

Gotham (Brandt) 
Miracle in Harlem” 
ting drab $5,000 or less and stays 
only one week Last week, “Ba- 
boona ‘Indie’ and “Married Ad- 
venture (Indie) (reissues slim 
$6.000 


‘900: 44-99)— 
(Indie). Hit- 


Mayfair Brandt) (1,736 50- 
$1.20) ichabod” (RKQO) (3d-final 
wk?! Down to $10,000 in final round 
after $15.000 for second. “Doctor 
and Girl M-G) opens Saturday 
29) 

Palace 
Prison 
vaude 
but below 
week Holidays 
and vaude, $22 


1.700; 55-$1.20) 
(Col) with 
firstrate $21,000 
stanzas Last 
Havana ‘Cob 


RKO 

Warden 
Doing 

recent 
in 
»00 
Pat (3.664 
Hot and Blue Par) 
with Erskine Hawkins orch, Nellie 
Lutcher. others. onstage (2d-final 
vk Initial week ended last night 

Due hit fairly good $67,000 or 
close In ahead, “Friend Irma” 
Pat with Dean Martin-Jerry 
Lew Dick Stabile oreh (3d wk), 
$71,000 “Chicago Deadline” (Par) 
with Jo Statford, Paul Weston 
orch topping stageshow, comes in 
Nov. 2 as Par flagship’s anni show 

Park Avenue (‘U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) Hamlet” <t (‘S7th wk) 
For 56th round ended last Monday 
(24) this picked up to $7,000, 
helped by student tickets. In ahead, 
$6,800, helped by Columbus Day 
upswing. Continues on 

Radio City Music Hall 
fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40) ‘The 
Heiress” (Par) with stageshow (3d 
wk). Still doing solidiy at $134, 
000 after strong $141,500 in second 
stanza albeit a bit below expec- 
tances Hiolds a fourth, with “For- 
syte Woman” (M-G) due in next 

Rialto ‘(Maxe) 594; 44-98)— 

Wing and Prayer” (20th) and 
“Submarine Patrol” (RKO) (reis- 
sues) Only $8,000. and won't hold 
In ahead, “Teen Age” (Indie) and 

Youth Aflame” (Indie), $9,500 

Rivoli UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 
$1.25) Pinky” (20th) (4th wk). 
Slipping with the others this round 
but still big at $35,000. Last week, 
$41,000. Continues 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Everybody Does It" (20th) with 
Ethel Waters, Mary Beth Hughes, 
David Street, Bob Evans, the Langs 
plus regular stageshow. Opened 
yesterday (Tues.), with boost from 
personals by Paul Douglas follow- 
ing p.a. junket over weekend to 
many nabe houses In ahead, 
“Father Was Fullback” (20th), with 
Benny Goodman orch and his re- 
vue onstage (2d wk-6 days), slipped 
to $46,000 though helped by pre- 
views of pic Monday (24); first was 
mild $66,000. 

State ‘Loew’ (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (11th 
wk). Tenth frame ended last night 
‘Tues.) held up to better $24,000, 
sock for this stage of run; previous 
(9th) week hit $27,500, way over 
hopes. Columbus Day pushing it 
ahead of eighth session. Stays on 
indefinitely 

Strand (‘WB (2.756; 55-82) 
“Beyond Forest" (WB) plus minia- 
ture version of “Make Mine Man- 
hattan” onstage. First week going 
to good $60,000 or thereabouts. 
Holds. Last week, “Task Force” 
‘WB) and “High Button Shoes” 
condensed version of legiter on- 
stage (3d wk), $38,000 

Sutton (‘KR & B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (31st wk). Holding 
fairly well at $6,000 in 30th stanza 
ended last Monday (24) night after 
$6,300 in week ahead. Stays until 
Nov. 15, when “Fallen Idol” (SRO) 


Paramount 55- 


$1.50) Red 


is 


(Rocke- 


opens 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50) — “Christopher Columbus” 


(U) (3d wk). Initial holdover stanza 
ended last night ‘Tues.) slipped off 
to $15,000 after fine $25,000 open- 
ing round. slightly over hopes 
Stays four weeks in all, with “All 
King’s Men” (Col) due to follow. 


nD 


Hollywood Landmark 
Is Being Demolished 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
One of Hollywood's landmarks, 
Stage Six on the Columbia lot, is 
being demolishs@ to make room for 
a new administration building. 
Stave Six was the home of the 
Hallroom Boys" series when Co- 
lumbia was a struggiing infant is 
ihe mpliog sgighuge, industry. 
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British Film Unions Fight Pay Cuts 
As Studio Closures Cast Gloom 





London, Oct. 25. 
Growing uncertainty in the 
British production industry, ag-. 
gravated by the news of the forth-| 


coming (temporary closure of Den-| 


ham, has led to a new resistance 
to the proposed 10-20% wage cuts. 
There have. been further meetings 
between the workers and Rank Or- 
ganization toppers, but so far with- 
out result. 

While at first the studio tech- 
nicians leaned towards acceptance 
of some pay reductions, their atti- 
tude has hardened following inti- 
mations that British production 
cannot survive the present crisis 
anvway. They are now taking the 
view that they will be better off 
in getting the last drop for as 
Jong as they can, rather than make 
a sacrifice and then find them- 
selves on the growing unemployed 
file 

From latest reports it would ap- 
pear that the Denham closure will 
operate from mid-December and 
will last at least a few weeks. The 
only hope of keeping the plant 
open is for further Rank deals 
with independent producers. The 
prospects for this aren't particu- 
larivy hopeful. At the present time 
three productions are on the floor 
at Denham, including “Treasure 


Islan which is now virtually in 
the can. The other two, “Morn- 
ing Departure” and the “Reluctant 


Widow,” should be off the floor 
before Christmas. 

Temporary shuttering of Den- 
ham will involve further mass dis- 
missals although it is hoped to 
transfer some of the crew to Pine 
wood. at which studio it is pro 
posed to concentrate production 
for the time being. A small main- 
tenance staff will also be retained 
at Denham to keep the plant in 
full working order. 

The Denham reports coincide 
with the end of another chapter 
of British production. Today (25) 
the two Gainsborough studios at 
Shepherds Bush and Islington 
come under the hammer. Build 
ings, plant and contents will be 
offered by auction during the next 
three days. Efforts to stop the sale 
and to retain the buildings and 
equipment for production purposes 
have apparently failed, although 
the Board of Trade prexy was 
asked by the Assn. of Cine & Al- 
lied Yechniciaks to intervene. 


PARNELL REVUE SUITS 
LONDON; ‘SECRET’ S0-S0 


London, Oct. 25. 


Gene Marvey was the hit of the 
evening in Val Parnell’s new revue, 
“The Big Show of 1949.” which 
bowed at the Palladium Tuesday 
(18 Big hit was also scored by 
Peggy Ryan and Ray McDonald in 
their dancing and singing act. Star- 
ring Charlie Chester and his gang. 
this is a bright, colorful revue 
which should have no difficulty in 
pulling them in for its short stay. 
lt's due to run till the pantomime 
season 

‘Top Secret,” 
Melville, 
Maver Co 





new farce by Alan 
presented by Daniel 
which opened Wednes- 
day (19) at the Winter Garden, is 
a disappointing show. Hugh Wake- 
field stars as a British Ambassa- 
dor involved in turbulent dealings 
on a small South American island 
]t's well acted bui is overlong. 





Mex City Monthly Show 
Biz Take Hits $350,000 


Mexico City, Oct. 18. 
Depression hasn't dinted amuse- 
ment biz here much. City amuse- 
Ments supervision department re- 
veals that local public, some 3.- 
000.000, spends an average of 
$350,000 monthly. big coin here. 
The 108 cinemas take an aver- 
age of 80°, of that expenditure 
with a monthly average of about 
4.000.000 tickets sold and theatres 
but 5°,. averaging 250,000 cash 
customers monthly. 


Quebec Bans ‘Twist’ 
Toronto, Oct. 25. 

J. Arthur Rank’s “Oliver Twist” 
pic was banned in the Quebec 
Province yesterday (Mon.). 

Announcement was made by 
Mcntreal City Councillor Max 
Seigler to the Canadian Jewish 
Congress. who said he had okay 
bs Premier Maurice Duplessis to 
make statement. 


+ 
—_ 


Scots Want U.S. Musicals; 


Glasgow, Oct. 20. 
Revivals take the stage for 
Christinas in Scotland, pointing to 
lack of firstclass new British musi- 
cals 


King’s theatre, Glasgow, will 
house an Ivor Novello oldie, “Care 
less Rapture,’ former Drury Lane 


success for five weeks from Dec. 
19. Leads will be shared by Barry 
Sinclair. Muriel Barron and Nico 
lette Roeg Another Drury Lane 
success is booked for the Lyceum, 
Edinburgh, in “Wild Violets,” with 
Jerry Verno starring. Only new 
musical for the Scots at Xmas will 
be CC. B. Cochran’s “Bless the 
Bride.”” opening at Edinburgh Dec. 
5. It's currently playing the Pal- 
ace, Manchester. 

Theatregoers in 
Edirnmurgh plague 
with requests for touring runs of 
“Brigadoon” and “Oklahoma!” 
“Annie Get Your Gun” was a com- 
plete sellout in Glasgow and Edin- 
burgh last Christmas. 


Tiff Seen i in in 20th $ 


Spanish Permits 


Barceiona, Oct. 18. 
foreign film brought into 
Spain must be provided with an 
import license, and these permits 
are granted only to national pro- 
ductions. For instance, a good 
Spanish pic is awarded one permit 
to import one foreign pic. If very 
, good, it gets two permits, and if 
it's something really out of the or- 
dinary, it may even obtain three 
permits. Many a Spanish producer 
pays for his production with money 
he is advanced for the probable 
license his pic will obtain. Li- 
censes to import American pix 
have already surpassed 500,000 
pesetas ‘over $11,700). Very often 
the producer starts his pic with 
part of the money he receives in 
advance from the buyer of the per- 
mit. and when the pic is ended, he 
collects the rest and hands over 
,the permit. This state of affairs 
has created a sort of black market 
for permits, which are scarce be- 
cause production is also scarce. 

20th-Fox. in Spain, boasts that it 
holds 40°, of the permits available 
on account of the amalgamation 
made with Emisora Producers. 
This may create a hassle with the 
other four big American distribu- 
tors. to say nothing of the smaller 
local distribs who also import pix. 

Spain is open to all who wish to 
produce in the country, even with 
foreign actors, but the director 
must be Spanish. If more pix were 
produced, there would be more im- 
port licenses and the fear which 
|now hangs over the distributors 
| would disappear, as they have al- 
ready had to cancel dates on pix 
for which they have yo import 
licenses as yet. 


Quebec Solons Want To 
Extend Kid Theatre Ban 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 
Renewed opposition to the Que- 
banning chidren under 16 
in regular 
theatres is running into stiff resist- 
ance from legislatures. Quebec 
lawmakers, in fact 
take the offensive in a drive to ex- 
tend the law to other provinces as 
a means of combatting juvenile de- 
linquency. Pierre Gauthier made 
the proposal in the House of Com- 
mons recently during a discussion 
of a law to prohibit publication of 
crime comic books. 

Quebec law 
attendance at theatres 
disastrous fire at the Laurier 
ace theatre. Montreal, in 1927. 
when 77 kids lost their lives. In the 
last few years, exceptions to the 
law have been made for special 
showings of Walt Disney ‘films and 
other juve features. Quebec child- 
ren get their screen fare via church 
parish halls. which show 16m _ pix 
for a 10c¢ charge. There are over 
100 parish halls currently operating 

,48 parttime flickeries. 


Glasgow and 
managements 


Every 


bec law 


from attending films 


children’s 
followed a 
Pal- 


limiting 


' producers 


| Mex-Arg. Pix Swap Hike | 


Mexico City, Oct. 18. 
So well did Mexican and Argen- 
tinian pic producers like the re- 
ciprocal exhibition deal for 2% films 
of each country recently made 
here by Angel Luis Mentasi, prez 


‘of Argentina Sono Film, that the 
/Swap was hiked to 30 pix yearly, 
' 35m and 16m. 


Getting British Oldies 


Expanded deal was made after 
talks Mentasi had with Raul de 
Anda, prez of the Mexican pic 
group, and Gregorio 
Wallerstein, head of the Film 
Trust 





B.0. Cleanup by Festival 
Winners Spots H’wood’s 


Shortsighted Policy 


Paris, Oct. 25. 

With Parisian exhibitors clean- 
ing up at the boxoffice on various 
Film Festival prizewinners, it ap- 
pears that Hollywood is pursuing 
a shortsighted policy in generally 
ignoring the publicity value of the 
fetes. The accoladed pictures all 
seem to have gained in stature and 
commercial worth as a result of 
the awards 

Henri Clouzot’s film, “Manon,” 
shown around town Jast March to 
good attendance, is now having an- 
other successful run as the grand 
prize-winner of the Venice Film 
Festivai Kudosed pix of the 
Cannes Festival also are being 
grooved into houses while the pub- 


lic’s memory is still fresh. RKO’s 
| “Set-Up.” holder of the Interna- 
tional Critic's award, is the rage 


are starting to« 


of the Champs Elysees. 

“The Third Man,” much-her- 
alded Selznick-Korda production, 
is particularly benefiting from pre- 
release critical acclaim. “Bitter 
Rice.” an Italian entry at Cannes, 
failed to cop any prizes but is scor- 


ing boxofficewise by stressing its 
“importance” for having excited 
the most critical comment at the 
fest 


Apparently the lone exception to 
the rule is Italy's prize-bedecked 

3icvcle Thieves.” Although stay- 
ing two months at a pair of houses, 
the pic's business wasn't up to ex- 
pectations 


MORE US. ACTS SET FOR 
ROYAL COMMAND SHOW 


London, Oct. 25. 


New names added for the Royal 
Command Variety show at the Col- 
iseum Nov. 7 will give U.S. acts a 
substantially bigger share of the 
bill. Latest additions are Marilyn 
Hightower. currently dancing in 
“Folies Bergere”’; Peggy Ryan and 
Ray McDonald, who are in the new 
Palladium revue; Michael Bentine, 
also in the “Folies”; Elsa & Waldo, 
eccentric dancers, and the John 
Tiller troupe. 

Tommy Trinder. originally billed 
to appear, has cabled from Aus- 
tralia. where he is now perform- 
ing. that it will be impossible for 
him to return to London in time 
for the show, 


London Just Another 
Fox Location: Schreiber 


London, Oct. 25. 

Conducting a quick survey of the 
production situation in Britain, 
with particular relation to the film- 
ing plans of his own company, Lew 
Schreiber, executive manager of 
20th-Fox studios, arrived in London 
last Thursday (20) on his first visit 
in 17 vears 

Denving reports current in Lon- 
don that 20th-Fox may be involved 
in a studio deal, either at Shepper- 


ton or elsewhere, Schreiber stated 
his visit was not concerned with 
any negotiations, but solely to re- 


present situation 
20th-Fox was con- 
if was preparing two more 
films. which, it was hoped, 
start filming at Shepperton 
near future They are 
Shute’s “No Highway” and 
Inside Scotland Yard.” from the 
story by Percy Hoskins 

20th-Fox policy in filming in 
Britain. asserted Schreiber, was not 
due to the fact that they had frozen 
assets, but because the pictures 
could not be made anywhere else 
We treat London as a location, in 
just the same way as we send units 
out to Africa and various othe: 
places.” 


view the 

So far as 
cerned 
British 
would 
in the 
Neville 
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Yank 16m Distribs Abroad Menaced 
By Foreign Johnny-Come-Latelies 





Three Americans Play 
Lead in Italo Film 


Rome, Oct. 18. 


Mischa Auer, Virginia Belmont 
and Steve Barclay are playing 
leads in “Vivere a Sbafo” (“Living 
on the Cuff"). musical being made 
at Scalera Studios in Rome. Miss 
Belmont sings and dances in this 
one, and Barclay, a former cowboy 
singer in Hollywood films, has 
some singing to do 

Story concerns a mother and 
daughter who inherit a resort hotel 
which has been out of use for some 
time, and they hire prop guests 
who are entertainers for the come- 
on of a thriving resort business. 
Delorez Palumbo has been _ re- 
cruited from the Italian stage to 
play Auer’s wile. 

Auer just finished “Biancaneve 


a i Sette Ladri” (“Snow White and 


the Seven Dwarfs”) and Miss Bel- 
mont recently completed ‘The 
Worst Years of Our Lives 








Cantinflas, Grant 


Mull ‘Quixote Pic 


American film comic, is in New 
York to discuss possibility of doing 





an English version ol Don 
Quixote” with Cary Grant Latter 
is due in from the Coast today 
(Wed. for the confabs 

Idea for the venture was con- ' 
ceived by Sir Alexander Korda 
four or five months ago. Cantinflas 
would play Sancho Panza while 
Grant would be the knight Ac 
cording to Santiago Reachi. asso 
ciated with the comic in Posa 
Films, the Technicolor project will 


be budgeted between $1.500.000 
and $1,.75¥.000 and will be made in 
Spain 

Cantinflas pointed out that he 
has passed up Hollywood because 
he was never offered a story which 
he considered suitable for his 
talents. At one time he was unde 
contract to RKO and at present 
he’s holding discussions with 
Metro. Other probabilities on his 
agenda include “Androcles and the 
Lion" for Gabriel Pascal as well as 
a film in France with Laurence 
Olivier and Sacha Guitry. Forme: 
would be lensed in Italy as an Eng- 
lish-language pic 

Cantinflas’ rep stems from 
pictures made in Mexico by his 
own firm, Posa Films. The comic 
estimated that he’s appeared in 13 
features tor the company over a 
10-year period and currently ex- 
pects to make three every two 
years in the future. His most re- 
cent vehicle is “The Porter.” Co- 
lumbia Pictures International dis- 
tributes his pix worldwide with ex- 
ception of the U.S. He arrived in 
Gotham last week after a three- 


his 


+ <A fleck of foreign imitators afte 


cutting sharply into the profits of 
Yank major distribs of 16m _ films 
‘abroad. The johnny-come-latelies 
are following through on markets 
created abroad by the Americans 
and the inroads scored by these 
native distribs have placed a ceil- 
ing on the earnings of narrow- 
gauge distribs. As result of this 
and other factors, Yank distribs 
are in a levelling-off period, home 
office execs report. 

Entry of 20th-Fox recently in the 
16m field completes the list of ma- 
jors peddling their films overseas. 
Company was the last major hold- 
out It is currently releasing its 
product in narrow-gauge on the 
Continent. Paramount, other hold 
out, plunged into the business some 
months ago. 

Mexican producers are putting 
up the stiffest sort of competition 
in the Latin American areas where 
their Spanish-language films have 
the headstart of being in the same 
idiom. In India, native filmmakers 
have swung into 16m releases and 
are also presenting a problem to 
Yank distribs. 

Both in France and 
brew producers are 
their 16m _ operations, 
they have always 
tribution in the 
field. Demand for American films 
however, has resulted in such an 
expansion of the 16m market in 
both countries that the native dis- 
tribs have held down the profits to 
a fixed figure rather than cut into 
the take. To a large extent. same 
goes for Britain, where similar 
competition is growing. Strangels 


Italy home- 
expanding 
although 
done some dis 
narrower-gauge 


enough, Argentine producers who 
pose a threat in the 35m bracket 
have shown little interest in the 


lesser gauge 

Three factors are now spotted as 
holding down the 16m bonanza pre 
dicted for Yank distribs Native 
competition is one. Second is tact 
that markets have not been as ex- 
tensive as originally conceived 
Third is the transition of many of 
the most profitable l6m situations 
into 35m once the filmgoing habit 
is established. 

That is a development antici- 
pated by the majors and frequently 
welcomed. Many houses, for in 
stance, played silent pix and were 
never converted to sound Com 
panies experimented with t6m 
product since equipment is cheaper 
Later, 35m was brought in because 
it stands up better 

In places such as the Philippines, 
l6m equipment has been brought 
in to replace bombed-out theatres. 
As the houses are repaired or re- 
placed, 35m is om & agus taking over. 


INK SPOTS PULL WELL IN 
TWO LONDON CONCERTS 


London, Oct. 18 
Song recitals by the Ink Spots at 
the Empress Hall, London, under 
direction of concert impresario S 
A. Gorlinsky, drew 60°. capacity 
in the afternoon show, with 90°, 
capacity evening performance Sun- 


month European trip and stays in day, (16). First show garnered $3.- 
town about 10 days before heading 360 with other exceeding $5000 
for Mexico It was good going for Gorlinsky, 

“who paid Bernard Delfont. by 


New ‘Latin Quarter’ Set In 
London by Arnold, Littler 


London, Oct. 25 
Quarter.” the 
Lilller revue 
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‘the Comic, 


Malenotti, Italian 
ducer, leaves Rome for N. ¥ 
to arrange for American 
tion of “A Night of Fame. picture 
made at Sealera Studios in Rome 
with Ferruccio Tagliavini and Mar 
ce! Cerdan, French prizefigiter, 


Maleno pro 
“oon 


distribu 


whose arrangement the singers ap- 
peared, $2,380 for the two shows 
Quartet was backgrounded by local 


radio band of Cyril Stapleton. who 
helped to pull biz 
Fans of the Ink Spots were dis- 


appointed with quartet's rendition. 
Show was skedded for two hours. 
and actually ran under this. with 
the band occupying two-thirds of 
the session, and singers on!y doing 
eight numbers. barely lasting 20 
minutes. Most of the cusiomers 
maintained that they could see the 
Ink Spots at the London Palladium, 
plus a big vaudeville bily, for the 
same money. 








First British TV ‘Star’ 
To Head Landeau Revue 
Oct. 18 


author and 
Christmas 


London 
Cecil Landeau. revue 
producer, “is staging a 


show at Cambridge theatre which 
vill be known as “Cecil Landeau s 
Christmas Party” and will. star 


‘Muffin the Mule.” 
traction. This is the 
attraction created by T\ 
expected to stay at least four 
weeks, with six afternoon shows 
and three special morning shows 

Feature is expected to be annua 
tiaction at the West End. 


TV's top at 
first boxoffice 
and ts 





























as VARIETY Weduesday, October 26, 1949 













ize | 
THEN 
i nuci J 
Fin PE TN) 
| 


LON MCALLISTER ®%yctasriacoes 7” 


WRITTEN BY JOHN TAINTOR FOOTE 





WARNER BROS. ARE GEARED 10 6 IND AS NEVER BEFORE. 














a aaere 


LONDON 


OFFICE 


St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 


i7 





Sloughof of its Pix Cues Mex Govt. 
To Clamp Down on 5 Countries 


Mexican government has cracked # 


down on British, French, Italian, 
Argentine and Spanish films in a 
sweeping ban on their importation, 
Alfredo Holguin, David O. Selz- 
nick’s Latin- American supervisor, 
revealed this week. Holguin, in 
New York as a delegate to the Va- 


riety clubs, mid-year meet, is at- 
tempting to win exception for Sir 
Alexander Eorda’s “The Third 
Man” and “Fallen Idol,” which 


Selznick distributes in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

The clamp on British pix came 
last week, Holguin said, in a no- 
tice sent to Selznick, Eagle Lion 
and Universal, distribs of the Brit- 
ish-made films. British embassy in 
Mexico City is preparing a protest 
which will be sent to the Mexican 
government. Meanwhile, according 
to Holguin, American and Mexican 
films will have a field day south of 
the border. 

No more British films will be 
permitted in the country until the 
two governments sign a reciprocal 
agreement which has been in the 
works for many months of dicker- 
ing. Film dispute is said to arise 
from the refusal of J. Arthur 
Rank’'s theatres in England to play 
Mexican-made pix. Consequently, 
these films have had no outlet and 
the Mex government responded 
with the outright ban 

Demands are being forwarded by 
the Mexican government to France, 
Italy and Argentina similar to 
those presented to Britain, Holguin 
said. Principle of reciprocity is be- 
ing enforced so that wherever 
Mexican films can cop no bookings 
a similar official hurdle being 
raised by the Mexican government. 


Is 


Meanwhile, Holguin said, a the- 
alre-building race is on between 
the two chief Mexican circuits, 


Operidora de Teatros and Cardena 
de Oro. Mexico is already over- 
seated but the rivals are building 
10 theatres in the capital alone. 
Added to the overseating is the 
fact that film biz is currently off 
40°> in the country. 

Of the 100 Mexican films now 
being produced annually, 70° are 
financed by Banco Cinematograph- 
ico, an official government bank. 
The institute is good for 60° of 
the coin while another 20° ad- 
vance comes from Peliculas Mexi- 
canas, government-backed  over- 
seas distrib. Which leaves only 
20° to be raised by the producer. 

When these government-bank- 
rolled pix are made they must be 
delivered to Peliculas Nacionales 
for domestic release and Peticulas 
Mexicanas for handling abroad. 


Vienna ‘Child’ Pic Hexed 
By Damaged Raw Stock 
Dating Back to Nazis 


Vienna, Oct. 18. 

Soviet-backed Agfacolor produc- 
tion, “Child of the Danube.” shoot- 
ing at the Rosenhugel studio in 
Vienna’s Russian zone, ran _ into 
trouble when the whole first week's 
work had to be scrapped because 
of aged raw stock which had been 
drawn from the supplies of the 
Nazi film monopoly, Wien Film. 
Rushes of the pic had been jeeped 
to Berlin for processing since no 
color lab facilities exist here. When 
the stop warning came back, shoot- 
ing had to shut down until newer 
negative was found in Czecho- 
slovakia, where there's a big Agfa 
plant under Red control. 

“Child” stars Marika Rokk, 
whose screen and real life career 
would make a film in itself. Suc- 
cessively identified as a favorite of 
Goebbels, an American general and 
a Russian marshal, Miss Rokk was 
barred from stage and screen in 
Austria for the first year after the 
war. In 1945 she was arrested on 
the stage of a Salzburg theatre 
where she was starred in a Gl 
show under U.S. Army auspices 

She garnered headlines with a 





libel suit (later dropped) against 
Kurt Singer, who named her a 
“Nazi spy queen” in a book on 


wartime espionage. 
Pic is on a circus theme. 





WB's ‘Buccaneers’ 
Rome, Oct 19. 
Warners purchased “Diamond 


Buccaneers,” a yarn once serialized 
in Liberty Mag. 

Author of the story is Michael 
Stern, European rep for Fawcett 
publications, who_ headquarters 
heve. 





Mex Indie Pic Distribs — 
Faced With Pay Strike 


Mexico City, Oct. 18. 

Notice of a strike Nov. 1 unless 
they grant the demanded 50% pay 
hike has been served upon indie 
pic distributors, Francia Films, and 
Vives Films, handlers of European 
films, and Aguiladora de Peliculas 
del Pais, Mexican pic exhib, by 
local one of the national cinemato- 


graphic industry workers union 
(STIC) 

Distributors told the federal 
board of conciliation and arbitra- 


tion that their revenues don’t war- 
rant such a pay hike. 


British Sustain 
Disney Kid Fine 


London, Oct. 25 

Heavy fines recently levied on 
RKO and the Rene 4 organization 
for Bobby Driscoll to 
work in the film version of “Treas- 
ure Island’ were upheld today 
(‘Tues.; on appeal by the British 
courts Tribunal held that the 
juvenile’s thesping clearly violated 
the child labor law as charged by 
the government. 

In appealing the assessments, 
the defense was supported by 
Board of Trade films chief Rupert 
Somevell, who testified that the 
“Treasure Island” type of produc- 
tion was sanctioned by his depart- 
ment. Moreover, he said, the pic- 
ture employed over 400 British 
workers who otherwise would have 
been idle 

Meanwhile, Driscoll’s part was 
completed in advance of the court 
hearing by rearragement of sched- 
ules. Shooting readjustment is said 
to have cost the Disney organiza- 
tion $84,000. 


London-Paris Quickie 


planed in from New 
York Saturday (22) and left the 
following day with brother Walt 
for Paris on a auickie in connec- 
tion with the company’s forthcom- 
ing releases on the continent. 

They plan to retarn to London 
tomorrow (26) for final huddles 
with producer Perce Pearce on the 
editing and music scoring of 
“Treasure Island,” after which 
Walt will fly back to Hollywood 
to continue work on “Cinderella” 
and “Alice in Wonderland.” Roy 
will remain in London for con- 
terences with RKO-Radio chief 
Robert S. Wolff and execs of the 
Disney Londor office to launch a 
sales policy for their British pro- 
duction in Great Britain. 

This is the first time the Disney 
brothers have been in London to- 
gether. 


DANE CHILDBIRTH PIC 
YEAR’S BIG B.0. HIT 


Copenhagen, Oct. 18 


Rey Disney 





Several new Danish pix have 
preemed this season, but only one 
looks like a real financia! hit. 


That's Asa’s “Vi Vil Ha’ et Barn” 
(“We Want a Child”), which deals 
with married and unmarried 
mothers’ troubles and, as the cli- 
max, shows the actual birth of a 
baby. This film is tax-free and as 
the film company got permission to 
charge full price (the same as with 
tax included), it means that in Den- 
mark alone the film will make at 
least 750,000 kroner ($110,000 after 
devaluation) and it only cost about 
250,000 kroner ($35,000) to make. 
Norway and Holland have already 
bought the rights to this educa- 
tional pic 

Most of the coming Danish films 
are farces, comedies or melo- 
dramas. The last few years have 
shown that the artistic and realis- 
tic pix the crix are constantly cry- 
ing for almost invariably end up 
as financial flops 


Trinder’s Palladium Date 


Sydney, Oct. 18. 
Tommy Trinder winds up his 
Ealing contract shortly and planes 
back to London for his Palladium 
date. 
His pic, “Bitter Springs,’ 
‘be off the floor within 10 days. 





‘should | 


in 10 years, 
Sheffield, Glasgow, Dun-| 
Harrogate and 


dancers 


Lux Nix to Horse Pix | 


Washington, Oct. 

Parents in the coal mining area | 
of Luxembourg disapprove of their 
children seeing American horse | 
opera films, U. S. Dept. of Com-| 
merece reports. The information 
is gleaned from a Luxembourg | 
newspaper which made a survey | 
in the section and found parents | 
flatly opposed to our cowboy pix. | 


Further agitation is to bar} 
youngsters under 17 from films 
dealing with sex relations. Lux- 


embourg censers are expected to 
be much stricter on the type of 
celluloid fare shown to the coun- 
trys youngsters. 


Olivier Urges British 
Stress Quality in Pix; 


Austria to Hypo Film Exports To 
Germany; Nazi Pix Sneak Back 





U. S. Films Drawing 
Well in Egypt, Burma 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
U. S. pix grossed £28,705 ( Egyp- 


tian) in Egypt ($82,383) during 
the month of July, a slight in- 
crease over the same month in 
1948, reports Nathan D. Golden, 
'chief of the Commerce Dept. Mos 
tion picture-photographic branch 
(Before devaluation, the Egyptian 
pound was worth $4.18; today it 
is worth $2.87.) 

American pictures enjoy high 


Picked as Best Actor 


London, Oct. 25. 

Urging the British industry to 
concentrate on quality exports, Sir 
Laurence Olivier contended that it 
was hopeless to try and win world 
trade with inferior productions. 
Olivier and Anna Neagle were re- 
cipients of Picturegoer’s 1948-9 an- 
nual awards as the best actor and 
actress of the year j 

Olivier scored 37.5°) of votes 
cast for his performance in “Ham- 
let runnerup being Michael | 
Wilding with 25.7°% and Robert} 
Donat with 11.1% British actors 
secured the first seven places, but 
mentioned in the first 10 were 
Gregory Peck, Alan Ladd and Dana 
Andrews 

Miss Neagle with 
votes for “Spring in 
was way ahead of Irene Dunne, 
whi@ecame second with 12.5% for 
“I Remember Mama.” Jean Sim- 
mons was third and Moira Shearer 


of the 
Park Lane” 


35% 


fourth. Only other American act- 
ress in the first 10 was Lana 
Turner, for her part in “Homecom- 
ing.” 

Miss Neagle also stressing the 
quality angle, said that many of | 
the low-grade British pictures | 


which have been shipped to Amer- 
ica undermined the prestige of the 
native industry. She also pleaded 
for entertainments tax concession 


and pointed out that “Spring in 
Park Lane.” which grossed $4.760,- 
000, paid three times its produc- 


tion cost in taxation 


MARKOVA, OLIN SOCK 


ON BRITISH DANCE TOUR 


j|are turned out strictly 
‘ance of the 


London, Oct. 25. 


Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin, 
making their first tour of Britain 
have racked up sell- 
in 
Edinburgh, 
Birmingham. Tour, originally set 
for 16 weeks. has been stretched | 
to 20. Touring with the dancers 
are Leighton Lucas and his orch, 
and a corps de ballet 

After a successtul week at 
ringay playing to 
are going back 
area at 


outs 
dee, 


Har- 


London 


and the Carribean during January, 
after which they'll tour Scandi- 
navia and Europe. 





Current London Shows 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, Oct. 18. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (125). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (26). 
“Big Show 1949,” Palladium (1). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (28). 
“Black Chiffon,” Westm’'ster (26). 
“Daphne Laurola,”” Wynd'm (31). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (13). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (15). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (3). 
“French Without Tears,” V.%19). 
“Gooseberry Fool,” Duch (2) 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (43). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (39). 
“Her Excellency,” Saville (18). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (15). 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (6) 
“Lady's Not Burning,” Globe (25). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (31). 
“Love Albania,” St. James (15). 
“Love's Labor,” New (2) 
“Master of Arts.”” Strand (8) 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (125) 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (21) 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (47) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (23). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (2) 
“Third Visitor,” York's (20). 
“Tobacco Road,” Playhouse (11). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (133). 
“Top Secret,” Water Gard. (1). 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (15). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (6). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (72). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (131). 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (15). 


| film 


' under 


35,000 people, | 
into the | 
Christmas time. 
| They have commitments in Havana | 


playing there in summer, 
wrong and sold the house for a flat 
| rate, passing up possible tasty per- 


popularity in Burma, adds Golden, 
with almost half of all films shown 
there coming from this country. 
Only trouble from U. S. point of 
view is that Americans can't get 
their money out, because of a 
freeze on dollars 


Russ Pix Edge US. 
Out in Hungary 


Budapest, Oct 

Only three American — a 
be shown on Hungarian screens 
during the coming season. One 
the trio is a Paul Robeson picture 
while the others are being culled 
from the more “progressive” pix 
of U. S. producers. That the mar 
ket for Yank product here has vis 
tually dissipated seen in the 
withdrawal of reps for American 
companies. Motion Picture 
Export Assn. also is barely func- 
tioning. 

An undetermined number of new 
Russian films reportedly will top 
the list of the season's fresh prod- 


of 


1s 


uct. Czechoslovakian studios are 
sending 15 features, while Po- 
land is represented with three; 
France, three; Britain, three, plus 
various Indian, Mexican, and 
Chinese pix. Also due for release 
are two top entries from Italy 

Roberto Rossellini’s “Open City” 
land Vittorio de Sicca’s “Bicycle 


Thieves.” 

Meanwhile, Hungarian film pro- 
duction is wholly state-controlled 
and directed. Accordingly all pic- 
tures which go before the cameras 
in observ- 
“political and ideologi- 
cal postulates of the peop!e’s de- 
mocracies.”’ Quartet of features now 
way include “Imre Jeney,” 
“Imre Mariassy,” “Kalman Nadas- 
dy” and “Karoly Makk,” a juvenlie 
| pic. 





ROSSELLINI SETTLING 


DOWN TO OLD CHORES 


Rome, Oct. 18. 

Roberto Rossellini has gone to 
work on film plans announced some 
time ago. At present he is cutting 
and ediiing “la Macchina Ammaza 
Cattivi” (The Machine that Kills 
the Evil Ones") and readying it tor 
the market. Picture was made a 
year ago in Amalfi. 

When “Machine” is finished, Ros- 
sellini plans to leave Rome for 
Assizi fer the filming of “St. Fran- 
cis of Assizi.” Federico Fellini, 
writer of “Amore,” “Paisan” and 
others, is readying the script now. 
Rossellini is seeing his Milan bank- 
ers to make final arrangeiienis for 
the shooting of “St. Francis.” 

Ingrid Bergman is reported to 
have said that she has no wish to 
return to America at = time. 


MPEA Pix Fest Smash 


Vienna, Oct. 18. 
Motion Picture Export Assn.’s 
recent U. S. Film Festival which 


closely followed the Music Festival 
in Salzburg's Festspielhaus, was 
smasheroo. Tix scaled at 10 schil- 
lings ‘equals $1 and exceptionally 
high for here) sold for four times 
that figure in the black market. 
Wolfgang Wolf, local MPEA 
chief, set 16 pix for showing in the 
10-day festival program, grossing 
over 100,000  schillings KIBA, 


| which operates the Festspielhaus as 


aren't 
guessed 


a cinema when longhairs 


centages. 


Vienna, Oct. 18. 


Austrian pix industry is hopeful- 
ly awaiting Germany's Bonn gov- 
ernment’s expected action letting 
unlimited local product into what 
has always been Austria's best film 
market. Local pix now play Ger- 
many on a very limited quota basis 
with meagre returns possible. But 
now that the West Mark beats even 
the lusty Austrian schilling in is- 
ternational exchange value, studios 
here are pressing for heavier Ger- 
man sales and will probably get 
them 

Now that elections are out of 
way, the reelected Austrian coali- 
tion government is expected to 
establish three categories of export 
schillings probably scaled respec- 
tively at 13 and 18 to the dollar 
and compietely free. The latter 
means a present level hovering 
around 30 to the dollar and is ex- 
pected to apply to pic exports. If 
so, it will open the golden gates to 
Austrian product which has been 
struggling along on little more 
than the local and Swiss markets 
with a littl income from Scan- 
dinavia and an occasional small 
transfusion of dollars from state- 
side language houses. 

Wes Allied authorities aren't 
too happy about the just-announced 
\ustrian decision to release six 
Nazi-time color pix which had been 
banned because of heavily political- 
ly tainted casts. KIBA, Socialist 
party-owned operator of the coun- 
try’s most important houses, has 
announced release of the six Goeb- 
bels opuses, starring among others 
Christina Soderbom and Maria 
Hlolst, neither of whom have been 
seen on a local screen since the 
Allied victory, although Holst has 
been allowed bagk on live stages 
Maybe the 10% of the country’s 
voles grabbed by the avowedly ex- 
Nazi Independent party in the Oct. 
9 election, was tipoff to authorities 
that public wouldn't mind seeing 
Nazi favorites on the screen as well 
as in Parliament. 

Decision to release the tainted 
pix something U.S. authorities 
cant touch, since they .long ago 
turned back the entire stock of 
seized titles to Austrian govern- 
ment trusteeship of Wien Film and 
promised not to interfere or cen- 
sol 


French Pix Preduction 
Seen Reviving Via Govt. 
Aid; Germany Helping 


Weak phase of French film pro- 
duction is a thing of the past, ac- 
cording te Irvin Shapiro, head of 
Film Equities Corp., who returned 
to New York last week after a 10- 
week European trip. He attributed 
tne revival of the industry to gov- 
ernment aid which is making finan- 
cing much easier for filmmakers. 
On the other hand, he said, the 
average picture is off in quality, 
but “big” films are still around. 

Shapiro, who visited France, 
Italy and England, sees the over- 
all outlook for continental produ- 
cers as bullish. Much of their en- 
thusiasm stems from the rebirth of 
the German market. That field, he 
noted, was the largest prewar for 
European film men. Little income 
is derived from Germany now, but 
there's a reasonable prospect for 
remittances in the near future. 

In France, Shapiro pointed out, 
the producer is being helped with 
a subsidy provided by a 5% tax on 
domestic grosses plus another fund 
that’s gleaned from a 25% impost 
on foreign revenue of French film- 
makers. Latter is deducted when 
earnings from overseas are brought 
into the country and is credited to 
ihe individual producer's account. 
Inflationary effects are causing 
costs to still rise, but the subsidy 
is helping overcome the spiral 

Recent reciprocal film treaty be- 
tween France and Italy is also aid- 
ing Gallic film men, since it per- 
mits the French producer to share 
in tax revenues that stem from 
Italian exhibition of his product. 


Sydney Celebrity Big 
Sydney, Oct. 18. 
Joe Taylor’s Celebrity Club, Syd- 
_ is getting about the best local 
Floor show features 


taoerenr 
tease 


Is 








ney 
biz presently. 
Rolly Roils. 
Ballet trained by Queenie Paul, 
ex-vaude topper, is big draw. 
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|a8s massacre. 


‘ceed where armies didn’t and baits 


Delilah convinces 
Sanders that femme wiles may suc- 


man into her desert tent. 
There. after seven days of romance, 


18 FILM REVIEWS 
Samson and Delilah 
(COLOR) 
Paramount release of Cecil B. DeMille 
reduction, directed by DeMille. Stars her 
Fleas Lamerr, Victor Mature, George 
anders. Angela Lansbury, Henry Wil- 


coxon; features Olive Dearing, Fay Hol- 
ee. Julia Faye, Rusty Tamblyn, William 

arnum. Screenplay, Jesse L. Lasky, Jr.. 
and Frederic M. Frank from ori inal 
treatments by Harold Lamb and Vladimir 
Jabotinsky, based upon the Biblical story 
in Judges 13-16; camera (Technicolor), 
George Barnes: editor, Anne Bauchens; 
music, Victor Young. Previewed in New 


York Oct. 17, “49. Running time, 128 
MINS. 

DL: +c rt entheteteoeoes Hedy Lamarr 
Samson bam Victor Mature 
The Saran of Gaza... George Sanders 
Semada: Angela Lansbury 
i « o644 60600006400 Henry Wiicoxon 
DE. 5 ++ ho 6000660565 Olive Dearing 
He» -elelponit Fay Holden 
Hisham Julia Faye 
aul Rusty Tamblyn 
Fabel William Farnum 
Teresh Lane Chandler 
Targil Moroni Olsen 
Story Telle: Francis J. McDonald 
Garmiskar William Davis 


John Milian 
Brvan 


ey Lakish 

at Philistine Merchant Arthur @ 
Spectato: ‘ Laura Elliot 
..Vietor Varconi 


Lord of Ashdod 

Lord of Gath John Parrish 
ord of Ekron Frank Wilcox 

Lora of Ashkelon . Russell Hicks 
iret’ Priest Boyd Davis 

Tord Sharif .. Fritz Leiber 

Lead of Philistine Soldiers Mike Muzurki 


Merchant Prince Davison Clark 
Nounded Messenger George Reeves 
Bar Simon Pedro de Cordoba 
Village Barber . Frank Reicher 
Prince Colin Tapley 

Cecil B. DeMille has reached 


back with the same hand that pro- 
duced “The 10 Commandments” 
26 vears ago and brought forth an- 
other in the memorable series that 
included “King of Kings” in 1927, 
“Sign of the Cross” in 1932 and 
“The Crusades” in 1935. Again 
he has dinned into the Bible for 
his material, made appropriately 
dramatie revisions in the original, 
and turned up with a DeMille-size 
bo. smash in “Samson and De- 
lilah 


liedy Lamarr, Victor Mature, 
George Sanders. Angela Lansbury 
and Henry Wilcoxon provide 
ylenty of what any exhib wants for 
his marquee. The scriptwriters 
have added more than their fair 
share. weaving from the abbrevi- 
aied biblical telling of the “Sam- 
son’ legend a lusty action story with 
a heavy coating of torrid-zone ro- 
mance Literally dozens of bit 
plavers and extras if tremendous, 
sweeping sets give size to the pic- 
ture. while Paramount’s costume 
department, makeup crew and spe- 
cial effects men add invaluable 
magic. Top it off with magnificent 
Technicolor camerawork and _ it 
must undoubtedly have any the- 
atreman smacking his lips in an- 
ticipation. 

It's a fantastic picture for this 
era in its size, in its lavishness, in 
the corniness of its story-telling 
and in its old-fashioned technique. 


Rut it adds up to first-class enter- 
tainment. The smarties and the 
hinterlanders will view it from 
ciametrically opposed standpoints, 


but whether laughing at it or with 
it neither the hepsters nor the 
squares will find any of its two 
hours and eight minutes dull or 
unenjoyable. And as for the kids, 
Samson is the greatest invention 
since Superman. 

Do vou like westerns where our 
hero knocks off 10 or a dozen of 
the rustlers with no more weapon 
than an upturned chair? Then see 
Samson slay not 50 or 100 of the 
Philistine soldiers, but 1,000 of 
them—-and with nothing more than 
the jawbone of an ass. It’s one of 
the most exciting scenes ever de- 
vised. And if you don't believe it 
happened. look it up in your Bible. 
Do you like Robin Hood stories? 
Then see Samson dart out of the 
hills and knock off a Philistine 
camel caravan single-handed for 
the benefit of the poor Danites. Do 
you like Superman? Then see 
Samson battle a lion to death with 
his bare hands. Do you like seven 
davs of romance with Hedy La- 
marr in a silken tent by the side 
of a desert oasis? Who doesn't? 
Anvway Mature got the job. 

Actually, the original Bible story 
fs a rather simple one, filled with 
zaps. DeMille and his writers 
have understandingly rearranged 
many of the circumstances and em- 
broidered the holes with jewels 
and Technicolor thread. The basic 
facis and events, of course, are au- 
thentic Old Testament. They find 
Samson, because of his great 
strength and intrepidity, a leader 
of the Danite people, who for 40 
years have been under the sub- 
jugation of the Philistines. Sam- 
son falls for a _ Philistine gal. 
played by Angela Lansbury. In 
the meantime, however, her sister. 
Delilah, develops a fascination for 
Samson and tries to prevent his 
marriage to Miss Lansbury. De- 
lilah finally succeeds in a scene 
that finds Samson in a tremendous 
brawl with the weeuing, ests and 
ends with the bride an — father 
killed and the whole place burned 
down. But Delilah is spurned. 
Samson goes back to his people. 

Delilah vows vengeance. She 
becomes the courtesan of the 
Philistine ruler ‘George Sanders), 
who has his legions, headed by 
Henry Wilcoxon, on the prowl for 
the muscle boy. Caught, he quick- 
Jy bursts his chains and makes his 
Belaway via the jawbone-of-the- 


she teases out of him the truth that 
his strength lies in the fact he 
never heard a Gillette commer- 
cial. Some drugged wine and a/| 
snip job on the coiffure lands Sam- | 
son in the hands of Wilcoxon and 
his troops, blinded and ignomin- | 
iously imprisoned. When _ ithe 
Philistines gather in their Pagan 
temple to make sport with the 
pitiable prisoner, the famed scene > 
occurs in which he pushes apart 
two of the columns upholding the 
temple and he and all the Philis- 
tines are killed. It’s a tremendous, 
exciting and awe-inspiring finale— 
dramatically improved over the 
Bible by DeMille when he has De- 
lilah, remorseful over the humili- 
ation she has brought on the man 
she loves. leave her throne at the 
side of Sanders and lead Samson 
to the pillars that bring the house 
down 

Mature fits neatly into the role 
of the handsome but dumb hulk of 
muscle that both the Bible and De- 
Mille make of the Samson charac- 
ter. Miss Lamarr never has been 
more eye-filling and makes of De- 
lilah a convincing minx. Olive 
Dearing. a recruit from the Broad- 
way stage. gives sincerity and real 
spiritual quality to the role of the 
plain hometown gal that Samson 
leaves behind him for the lure of 
the fiery Philistine wenches. San- 
ders gives a pleasantly light flavor 
of satirical humor to the part of 
the ruler, while Wilcoxon is duly 
rugged as the military man. AS a 
matter of fact, except for Miss 
Lansbury, whose vapidity makes 
one wonder about Samson’s inter- 
est, the whole lengthy cast is cred- 
itable 

DeMille’s direction is broad and 
sweeping, reminiscent in technique 
of his successes of as long as 30 
years ago. yet in keeping with the 
epic quality of the subject. As for 
production, the picture is claimed 
to have cost $3,000,000 and looks | 
well like it might have run consid- 
erably more than that. If, how- 
ever, any film these days has a 
chance of showing a profit on that 
huge nut, this is it Paramount 
will roadshow it. Response of ex- 
hibs who have seen it so far, as 
stated in a letter to Par last week 
from George Skouras, indicates a 
minimum of resistance to advanced 
admission bookings. Herb. 


oe 


That Fersvyie Woman 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


Metro release of Leon Gordon produe- 
tion Stars Errol Fiynn. Greer Garson, 
Walter Pidgeon. Robert Young: features 
Janet -_ - Harry Davenport, Aubrey 
Mather Jirected by Compton Bennett. 
Screenplay. Jan Lustig. Ivan Tors, James 
B. Williams; added dialog, Arthur Wim- 
based on Book One of John Gals- 
worthy ’s “The Forsyte Saga"; camera 
(Technicolor). Joseph Ruttenberg: score, 
Bronisiau Kaper; editor. Frederick Y. 
Smith. Tradeshown Oct. 19, 49. Running 
time. 112 MINS. 
Soames Forsyte . 
Irene Forsyte 
Young Jolyon Forsyte 
Philip Bosinney . ; 
June Forsyte . 
Old Jolyon Forsyte 
James Forsyte . 
Wilson 
Roger Forsyte 
Swithin Forsyte 
Nicholas Forsyte 
Timothy Forsvte 
Ann Forsvte Hayman 
Julia Forsyte Small 


peris 


Errol Flynn 
Greer Garson 
Walter Pidgeon 
... Robert Young 
Janet Leigh 
Harry Daven 
Aubrey Mather 
Gerald Oliver Smith 
. Lumsden Hare 
; Stanley Logan 
Halliwell Hob 
Matt Moore 
Florence Auer 
Phyllis Morris 


Hester Forsyte Marjorie Eaton 
Mrs. Taylor Evelyn Beresford 
Metro has fashioned a _ long, 


elaborate and costly class feature 


out of John Galsworthy's writings | 


about his Victorian family, the 
Forsytes. Equipped with four mar- 
quee names, lush Technicolor and 
other elegant production trappings, 
“That Forsyte Woman" would seem 
earmarked for some critical atten- 
tion. however short it may be on 
popular appeal after leaving the 
top key situations and hitting the 
general film market. 


It's a leisurely story, one not 
given to brisk movement and has 
a surfeit of dialog. Compton Ben- 
nett's direction unfolds it at a 
measured, dignified pace, in keep- 
ing with the quaintness of the 
Victorian English setting, as it goes 
about its job of telling the story 
of an outsider femme who marries 
into the Forsyte family, then falls 
in love with a man engaged to one 
of the Forsyte women, bringing 
discord into an ordered, duil way 
of life. 

Greer Garson plays the title role 


and the magnificent color lensing ' 


takes full advantage of her light 
coloring and red hair. Miss Gar- 
son's paving. and that of her co- 
stars, Errol Flynn, the cold, proper 
Forsyte whom she marries; Walter 
Pidgeon, the Forsyte blacksheep, 
and Robert Young, the man with 
whom she falls in love, approach 
the characters with all the digni- 
fied stuffiness that distinguishes 
Galsworthy’s people. 

The script of Jan Lustig, Ivan 
Tors and James B. Williams is 
based on Book One of Galsworthy’s 
“The Forsste Saga.” and there is 
additional! dialog by Arthur Wim- 
peris. The posturing. substantial. 
but middle-class Forsytes are ap- 


| 

a ° orate lengths, risking financial dis- 

Miniature Reviews | aster, incarceration, and mayhem 
a 'to ascertain the sinister facts an 

“Samson and Delilah” (Color) | .,5rehend the culprits. The cli- 


om. > m—- 7 a4 eee. | max is an old-fashioned chase, bat- 


| tle and clinch. 
(Color) (M-G). Elaborate, star- ™ ~~ 
studded study of life and love After a semi-documentary 


a, * ‘troduction about the bail bond 
= Encane : vistors £ae » | "“profession,” th.s somewhat com- 

A Dangerous Raft Ell 'monplace adventure is related with 
(RKO). ye i. 4 |minimum novelty or quality, but 
Raines and Pat : ae ,* -« with unnecessary detail, consider- 
ceptable, if stereotyped, who- | able repetition and some rare old 
Cue semenee. “ (Col). Ok gems of dialog. Moreover, the 

Prison War ms abl - | direction, instead of pacing the 
dualer with exploitable pena action to cover the yarn’s implaus- 


atmosphere. / . ibility and familiarity, lingers af- 
oie” date po ——— fectionately over vital and incon- 
ade rT. ac sequential scenes alike. 
suspense, for deep-dyed meller Se the Galahad of the police 
fans. = courts, Raft is characteristically 
“Riders of the Range thin-lipped, flat-voiced, amorous 
(RKO; Excellent rim Holt and cynicai. Ella Raines has the 
western for the oatel trade ‘. modest assignment of looking 
_ “The Golden. Stallion morose, sultry and decorative, and 
Color—Songs) (Rep). ; Roy manages it without apparent ef- 
Rogers gold dust for the action fort. Pat O’Brien, as Raft's part- 
market . » ner, gives his customary heart-of- 
“Alias the Champ” (Song) gold performance Bill Williams 
‘Rep) Very amusing pro- is acceptable in the negligible part 


grammer built around wres- of the obliging embezzler, James 

tling’s Gorgeous George. Backus contrives to give dimension 
__ oe to the role of a censcientious de- 

: tective, while Roland Winters, Bet- 
7. aaah wy only —. Radrened, Robert Gist and 
throug e contac at musiC David Wolfe are good enough as 
teacher Irene has when she finally for-plot-purposes characters 
bows to the studied pursuit of Hobe 
Flynn, portraying the money-con- P 
scious, cold Soames Forsyte. ; 

Two years of marriage still finds | Prison Warden 
Soames striving to gain full pos- Columbia release of Rudolph C. Flothow 
session of the beautiful wife he has presueten. Pere at ++. Bastor; ond 

, ; ; tures Anne see ames avin, arian 

bought, but when Janet Leigh, Warde, Charles Cane. Reginald She@ield. 
laying the daughter of outcast Harry Antrim. Directed by Seymour 
idg on. introduces her impetuous hig ae Screenplay. Eric aw, = 
. ” 7 ‘ tor, James Sweeney; camere. enry reu- 
fiance, Robert Young, to Miss Gar- ji). “music. ae ae A 


son, an affinity is struck between Palace. N. Y., week Oct. 20. Running 
the two, leading to an eventual ane. 69 mains. Sieenes teste 
declaration of love, a break with | pica” Burnell en te 
Soames and then Young’s death Pete Butler James Flavin 
\ < , Al Gardner Harlan Warde 
a } a A be agon on Bill Radford Charles Cane 
the fog-shrouded London streets. English Charlie Reginald Sheffield 
Windup has Miss Garson married, Dr. Stark Harry Antrim 
happily. to Pidgeon and content L@nning . Wm. “Bill” Phillipe | 
a , ‘ > s h Cory Frank Richards | 
with her life in Paris with the. Henly Jack Overman | 
artist. Governor Charles Evans 
. . Greene... Harry Hayden 
The players achieve some Webb .. joha R. Hamilton 
warmth and reality, despite the McCall . Genes Men med 
heavy mantle of dignity and re- **- Davis... oer Beams 


straint imposed upon them by the eer: otteet 

: 7 Although the plot of “Prison 
ae ed presentation of the Gals Warden” gets a little beyond itself 
worthy characters. However, not oe h ; - t tis. 
enough color come through te as there's enough movement to Ssatis- 


. : fy the needs of action situations. 
sure popular appeal for the pic- ; : 
ture or its people, so selling will For the lower end of a double bill, 


have to stress . : .¢ Warner Baxter will provide some 
pees A 7 the , # a elass ony at > Sa a - fur- 

. rs . ther draw can provided by ex- 
m en ag! whey dh yh Ty 27 of the eae. 
ring truer than the others, there is S00 ave CRONE Ge > 


- q . ments to keep the chase devotees 
some capable thespianing by the interested. A prison break, a plot 


supporting players. The late Harry to kill a newly appointed warden 
Davenport. head of the Forsyte and several scenes of prison bru- 
family; Aubrey Mather, another jajity are good embellishments for 
Forsyte; Evelyn Beresford, Gerald the action trade 

Oliver Smith and the many others Baxter is seen as a public health 
who take on small roles, deliver opicia) who is persua ed to accept 
expertly under Bennett's helming 2, appointment as we warden of 
of the unwieldy saga of life and 4, institution wit" cries for a 


love in Victorian times. cleanup. He eventually does these 
Leon Gordon has spent the large things, but jhe basic premise of the 
budget allotment exceedingly well plot is lost in a side issue in which 
for the physical values that dress Baxter's wife, plaved by Anne Lee 
the icture. The Technicolor lens- plots with her former sweetheart, 
ing by Joseph Ruttenberg is of the Harlan Warde. forger who claims 
finest. The Bronisiau Kaper score wrongful conviction. Miss 
accurately reflects the period lo- gets her former boyfriend ap- 
cale. The costumes, particularly | pointed as her personal chauffeur 
those given Miss Garson, are | and almost gets herself killed when 
breath-taking. The sets and art di- Warde attempts a break. The re- 
rection are meticulous in display- form problem is taken care of by a 
ing the rc piece and the other few sentences at the end of the 
technical credits are equally ex- picture. 
pert. Brog. Baxter does his usually compe- 
enema med tent job, but support in some in- 
stances isn't too strong. Miss Lee 
puts on too many finishing school 
touches to be completely believable 


A Dangerous Profession 
RKO release of Sjd Rogell production. 


tars George Raft. Elia Raines, Pat . 

wy Bajen: features Bill Williams. Directed @S a small town girl who plots 
y ed Tetzlaff. Screenplay, Martin Ra- esc si . ‘ic | 
ckin, Warren Duff: camera. Robert de .; -- ane» ees Warde 
Grasse; music, Frederick Hollander: musi- is 0 ay as ISS Lee's extra- 
al Ry -t , Cc ee oe es editor, curricular romance. 

rederic Knudtson ‘yradeshown at Nor- . 7 ir ; 
mandie. N. ¥.. Ort. 19, 48. Running time. Seymour Friedman’s direction 


79 MINS. goes along at a good clip during 


Kane George, Raft the action sequences. Camera 

PL + dd te peuihtc ommee a Raines work j ar 

Facies 2 eae work is standard. Jose. 

Brackett Bil Willems | ae" “ean | 

errone ames ckus 

Fr Roland Winters | The Threat 

Haine Betty aoneerwees | Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

ollins obert RKO release of Hugh Kin roduction. 

Dawson David Wolfe Stars Michael O'Shea. Vitglnia Grey. 
——_— Charlies McGraw: features Julie Bishop. 


Frank Conroy. Robert Shayne, Anthony 


A crime meller in the lurid pat- Frank ee iislaive. Peeak’ tadiacen 


tern of the 1930's. “A Dangerous 


‘ € ani u Michael McHale. Directed by Felix E. 
Aaa F me one distinction pou. mM. 2 Hugh ing, Dick 
rom other seorge Raft pic res rvin yianc, from story by King: cam- | 
a om 2 , . era, Harry J. Wild: music. Paul Sawtell: | 
That is@ instead of the hero being editor. Samuel E. Beetley. Tradeshown | 
a hoodlum, a detective or one of Oct. 25. 49. Running time. 66 MINS. } 
the standard whodunit protago- Williams Michael O'Shea 
nists, he sa bail-bondsman. Other- Kluger Charles McGraw 
wise, “Profession” is pretty much a ons tint ete eens eeeens Julie Bishop 
routine underworld suspense yarn M4 Frank Conrey 
; ee . » Murphy Robert 
and, as such, passable dual fare. Nick 8 © °°°°)”’ Anthony Eanuee 


Don McGuire 
Frank Richards 
Michael McHale 


_ Although the film's story outline 7o*, Turner 
is familiar enough, its details, and Jensen . 
particularly its motivation, aren't 
clear in this case. As the profes- 
sional bailer-outer, Raft has an un- budgeted melodrama can cram in 
quenchable yearning for the un- a thrill a foot, but “The Threat” 
happy wife of one of his clients. a does just that. It's a taut. exciting 
suspected embezzler. It appears he thriller that never lets up for 66 
had dallied briefly with her before minutes. Not for the nervous 
the picture opens. when she and {icket buyer, but certainly red 
hubby w ere separated. blooded meat for the filmgoer who 
Not knowing she was married at wants uncompromising melodrama. 
the time. he was just a trifle dis- It is a strong program offering that 
concerted, not to say exasperated, will ride top position in a good 


———. 


It's not often that a moderately- 


when she vamoosed without ex- many of the smaller situations that 
planation. Anyway, the errant cater to the action fan. 

spouse conveniently gets himself Story is not exactly new, but the 
eradicated And. for reasons not scripting keeps the tension mount- 


tully elucidated, Raft goes to elab- ing. the direction makes no false 


| 
| moves and the playing is of the 
best. Plot kicks off with a prison 
break by a tough hood. e has 
| vowed to get the d.a. and cop who 
put him away. Despite precau- 
|tions, they are both kidnapped by 
|the gangster and his henchmen. 
Suspense grows as story cleverly 
postpones the time when the hood 
| will kill his prisoners, but latter 
get a break and make the most of 
it to bring about the tension-eas- 
ing conclusion. ; 

| Charles McGraw's cold killer 
‘performance is a humdinger 
etched in uncompromising cruelty 
that helps keep the menace a high 
factor. Michael O'Shea pleases as 
the kidnapped cop, as does Frank 
Conroy, the d.a. Virginia Grey has 
a meaty part and makes the most 
of it as the girl whom McGraw 
drags along on his wild kidnap- 
ping flight and who eventually 
proves to be the cause of his down- 
fall. Julie Bishop, O’Shea’'s ex- 
pectant wife; Anthony Caruso and 


Frank Richards, McGraw's two 
tough henchmen; Robert Shayne, 
the cop directing the search for 


the killer and his prisoners; Don 
McGuire, a victim who is wilfully 
murdered, and Michael McHale 
back up the three star perform- 
ances with very good work on their 
own. 

| Hugh King scores three ace 
credits for himself with this one. 
He did the original story, wrote 
the screenplay with Dick Irving 
Hyland, and produced. There are 
no flaws in carrying out the meller 
aims in Felix E. Feist’s direction, 
every move counts, and éven the 
methodical bits of police work 
come across with interest. In 
keeping with credits mentioned are 
the photography by Harry J. Wild, 
Paul Sawtell’s music score and the 
crisp editing by Samuei E. Beetley 


that holds film to a tight 66 
minutes. Brog. 
Riders of the Range 
Hollywood, Oct. 21 

RKO release of Herman Schiom produc- 

tion. Stars Tim Holt; features ichard 

Martin, Jacqueline White. Reed Hadley, 


Robert Barrat, Robert Clarke. Tom Tvler, 


William Tannen. Directed by Lesley Se- 
lander. Written by Norman Houston; 
camera, J. Roy Hunt: music. Paul Saw- 
tell; editor, Robert Swink. Tradeshowa 
Oct. 18, 49. Running time. 60 MINS. 

DEED. oc ccece es ; Tim Holt 
DD, oreeebes Richard Martin 
Dusty Jacqueline White 
Burrows. . Reed Hadley 
TS Ae occa eile ie Robert Barrat 
Harry Robert Clarke 
Kid Ringo Tom Tyler 
Trump William Tannen 


“Riders of the Range” gallops 
out of the Tim Holt stable at RKO 
for a fast start and holds that pace 
for 60 minutes of action that will 
please in the western market. 
Productionwise, film reflects more 
careful casting than usually ac- 
corded an oater, the story is neatly 
woven together and the direction 
is able. 

Holt and sidekick Richard Mar- 
tin, a couple of wandering cow- 
| pokes, come to the aid of maid-in- 
| distress Jacqueline White and she, 
in turn, gives them jobs on her 

ranch. Next fixing for the heroes 
is to straighten out the mess Miss 
| White's wayward brother, Robert 
Clarke, has gotten himself into 
| with gambler Reed Hadley. The 
| brother tries to pull off a rustiing 
_job on his sister's cattle so he can 
raise coin to pay a gambling debt. 
|The heroes foil the rustling. the 
| sister furnishes the needed money, 
and Holt and Martin make the pay- 
off. Another villain bumps Hadley, 
Holt and Martin are blamed, but 
manage to elude the sheriff's posse 
long enough to bring in the real 
killer after some slambang chases, 
gun and fist fights. 

Holt’s heroics and Martin's com- 
edy thoroughly satisfy as they go 
through the good material fur- 
nished by Norman Houston's script. 
Miss White pleases and Hadley 
makes a very good heavy. Robert 
Barrat, the sheriff. Clarke. Tom 
Tyler, the killer, and William Tan- 
nen round out the expert casting, 
all working well under Lesley 
Selander’s able direction. Paul 
Sawtell’s score is in keeping with 
the action, as is the lensing by J. 
Roy Hunt. Brog. 


The Golden Stallion 


(COLOR—SONGS) 
Republic release of Edward J 
= on. Stars Roy Rogers: features 
ale vans. Estelita Rodriguez, Pat 
Brady. Directed ~ William Witney. 
Screenplay by Sloan Nibley: camera ‘(Tru- 
color), Jack Marta; editor. Tony Martin- 
elli: music, athan Scott: songs, Sid 
Robin. Foy Willing. Nathan Gluck. Anne 
Parentean, Eddie Cherkose. Sol Meyer, 
Jule Styne. Tradeshown N. Y.. 24, 
‘49. Running time, 67 MINS. 





White 


Oct. 


Roy Rogers...... Roy Rogers 
Stormy ings. .... Dale Evans 
Pepita Valdez . . Estelita Rodriguez 
Sparrow Biffle ...... Pat Brady 
Jeff Middleton . Douglas Evans 

Es & 6+ eon Frank Fenton 

n — Greg McClure 
Ree Dale Van Sickel 
Spud ; . Clarence Straight 
Guard - . : Jack Sparks 
Old Man Chester Conklin 

Riders of the Purple Sege 





“Golden Stallion” should kick up 
plenty of gold dust in the action 
situations. Fact that it’s in color, 


has a quartet of tunes. some fast 
rough-and-tumbie stuff and a cow- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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“She Outgrossed ‘Sorrowful Jones’ 
in Seattle, San Francisco, 
litchburg, Mass., Columbia, 
Mo. and at N.Y. Paramount!”’ 

, - “She Kept The Lines Busier 








/ Than ‘Sorry Wrong Number’ 


in towns like Albany, Hartford, 
Evansville, Sioux City and 


Cedar Rapids!”’ 


va. gl -— “She Outpulled ‘Rope of Sand’ 
t wi aa in Omaha, New Haven, Spring- 

Paramoun ‘i held, Newburgh, Marion, O. and 

ad a Py Seed Hollywood—to mention just a few!”’ 


“She Tripled ‘The Accused’ 


in Little Rock and topped it 
in Louisville, Atlantic City 
and other situations!”’ 


“She Builds Like ‘Dear Ruth’ 


—Paramount’s niftiest 
builder in years!’’ 





that Hal Wallis 
4 soon starts filming 
“My Friend Irma 
Goes West,” the 
sequel showmen are 
demanding. 






Sel ddiale mmm 


HALWALUIS’. JOHN LUND - DIANA LYNN - DON DeFORE 


MARIE WILSON .ncios DEAN MARTIN... JERRY LEWIS 


Directed by e140) 1e)= MARSHALL 


Screenplay by Cy Howard and Parke Levy * Based upon the CBS radio program “MY FRIEND IRMA” created by Cy Howard 
4 GREAT SONG HITS by Livingston & Evans + “Just For Fun” + “My Own, My Only, My All” «+ “My Friend Irma” + “Here's To Love” 
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The Golde Stallion 
poke name of Roy Rogers should 
ensure a lucrative boxoffice. 

Juvenile interest should be hy- 
poed by the heavy emphasis on 
animal characters, including a ro- 
mance between Trigger and a wild 
mare. The latter is the leader of a 
herd of range horses that roams 
freely north and south of the Mex- 
ican border. They are used by a 
band of smugglers who secrete dia- 
monds on the mustangs in Mexico 
for their confederates to collect in 
the U. S 

Rogers rounds up the herd and 
the bell-mare takes a shine to Trig- 
ger. However, when one of the 
outlaws comes to get the diamonds, 
the mare kills him ana runs away 
The sheriff demands that Trigger 
be shot for the crime, but Rogers 
“confesses” that he’s the killer and 
gets five years in the pen for man- 
slaughter Meanwhile Trigger is 
trained by the gang as the new 
leader of the herd. When Rogers 
is freed he rides Trigger. Jr., sets 
up a trap and captures the desper- 
adoes 

It's an ingenious 


if improbable, 


story. Nevertheless it provides a 
couple of stampedes fights in 
which Rogers slugs a crook over a 
horse, chases with jeep, station 


wagon and horses, and the love of 
a man for his steed. Rogers does 
some good riding, trick meunting 
and sings several tunes ‘Packed Dy 
The Riders of the Purple Sage) 
which are deftly integrated into 
the story. Dale Evans supports her 
actor-husband well, while Esielita 
Rodriguez adds some Latino charm 
Lensing gets in effective shots 
of galloping palominos and scenic 
landscapes, while the direction and 
camerawork make the equine thes- 
ping believable Bril 


Alias the (Champ . 
(SONG) 
lHiollywood, Oct. 22 


Republic release eof Stephen Auer 4 
duction. Features Robert Rockwell ar 


bia Fuller Audrey Lone Gorgeous 
George. Directed by George Blair Writ 
ten by Albert VeMond: camere John 


MacBurnie song Ned Washington. Al 
Newman. Richerd Cherwin: editor, Har 
old Minter Previewed Oct. 2. “49. Run- 
ning time, 60 MINS 


Lt. Ron Peterson Robert Rockwell 


Colette Harbra Fuller 
Lorraine 4udvey Long 
Al Merlo lim Nolan 
Chuck” Lyons john Harmon 
Sam Sammy Menacker 


joseph Crehan 
john Hamilton 
Stephen Chase 
Frank Seannell 
Head Waiter Frank VYaeconelli 
Doc Morgan Emmett Vogan 
Telecaster John Wald 

Gorgeous George 
Mike Ruby lim Lennon 

Bomber .Kulkovich. Billy Varga. Bobby 
Manogolt. George Temple. Super Swedish 
Ancel, Jack ‘Sockeye” MeDonald 


Tim Murphy 
Police Comm. Bronson 
District Attorney Gould 
Bert Tracy 


“Alias the Champ” is a 60-minute 
film package of fun and thrills, 
bringing to the screen wrestling’s 
human orchid, Gorgeous George. 
What George and his confreres 
suffer for their art makes the reg- 
ular film stunt man look like a 
sissy and the extremely well-staged 
roughness of the squared circle 
matches gives the picture a bally- 
hoo peg that some situations can 
play up to profitable advantage. 

In between the exciting matches. 
Albert DeMond's script tells a 
well-worn melodrama that is lightly 
written, directed and played. How- 
ever, the story padding gets by be- 
cause of the very funny mayhem 
committed at suitable intervals by 
the assorted pug-uglies who do 
their acting with muscles The 
‘showmanship that features Gor- 
geous George's regular ring stuff 
is displayed in fulsome detail in 
the picture—the valet, the per- 
fume, the lacy dressing gowns, the 
marceled hair and the bobby pins. 

What plot there is concerns at- 
teinpts of an eastern mob to muscle 
in on the western wrestling game. 
When George won't play _along. 
they frame him by potsoning an 
opponent, who dies on the mat 
after a terrific mauling by the 
orchid. It's up to Robert Rockwell, 
homicide cop and wrestling code 
administrator, to clear George of 
the murder rap so he can win the 
hand of the wresiler's femme man- 
aver, Audrey Long. A TV film of 
the fatal match gives the clue to 
the killer and the eastern mob goes 
down in a blaze of gunfire so that 
Rockwell can wind up on the floor, 
»laying marbles for keep with Miss 
ong. 

George Blair's direction is able 
in keeping the footage on the 
move. Besides the two matches, he 
stages a mass brawl! in a gym that 
has the proper mayhem touches. 
Barbra Fuller, nitery canary and 
tool of the gang. sings “C'est Vous” 
for single vocal moment of the 
score. Jim Nolan is the okay heavy 
and John Harmon is his henchman. 
Such wrestling figures as Sammy 
Menacker, Bomber Kulkovich, 
George Temple. Billy Yarga. Super 
Swedish Angel. Bobby Manogoff 
and Jack “Sockeve’ McDonald flex 
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their muscles through the footage. 
Stephen Auer’s production values 
are suitable to picture’s aims and 
budget allotment. John MacBurnie 
gave it good lensing and Harold 
Minter’s editing is tight. Brog. 


Retour a la Vie 


(Return to Life) 
(FRENCH) 


Cannes, Oct. 11. 


Film Marceau rele « of Roitfeld-Hoche 
production Directs by Andre Cavatte 
ean Dreville Georges Lampin H G 
Clouzot Screenp! (hNarie spakk. Clou 
‘ Jean Ferry Stars Bernar« Bhier 
Serge Reggi.ni Louis Jouve Francois 
Perrier, Patricia Ko« teatures Noel 
HRoquevert Leo Lapara Anne Campion 
Noel Noel, Jean Brochard. Camera, Rene 
Gaveau,. Louis Page. Wess: editors. Auar 
Boris Levine. Claude tberia. Monique Kir 
sonoft At Film Festiva Cannes Run 
ning time, 120 MINS 
Aunt Emma ©. Revinsky 
Nephew Bernord Bhier 


Antoine Francois Perier 
Stanton Patricia Rec 
Prisonner Louis Jouvet 
Retournee Noel Noel 
Louis Serge Reggiani 
Emma Anne Campion 


This is a mulitiple-plot film on 
the theme of returned prisoners 
of war and displaced persons. It 
is a neatly-packaged film. and com- 
bines the talents of the better 
French directors and actors. It has 
marquee appeal in actor Louis 
Jouvet and Venice prize-winner H. 
Cf. Clouzot. The poignant theme, 
fine individual stories and work- 
manship make it a surefire art 
house entry. 

it begins with a montage of 
newsreel shots depicting the lib 
eration of prisoners and _ then 
takes up the personal stories of 
five returnees. Each episode is 
done in an irenic vein, though two 
back their irony with a light back- 
ground 


The first episode concerns the 
return of Aunt Emma. emaciated 
to a point of insensibilitv, whose 
vulturous heirs await her death. 
The next is about a returned bar- 
man, well played by Francois Per- 
rier, who becomes night barman 
in a hotel tor American WACS. 


The third is the Clouzot-Jouvet 
episode done in most vitriolic 
manner, about a crippled. embit- 
fered veteran into whose room 


comes a fleeing Gestapo chief 

The fourth is a light-hearted af- 
fair of the returned Milquetoast 
who is mistaken tor the 1.500,000th 
returnee. The final chapter con- 
cerns a prisoner” of war who re- 
turns to his village with a German 
warbride. The film is well-mounted 
and technical credits are of high- 
est calibre. Mosk. 


Au Revaume des Cieux 


(In the Kingdom of Heaven) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, Oct. 18. 


Filmsonor release of Regine preduc- 
tion Written and directed bv Julien 
Duvivier: dialog. Henri Jesnson. Stars 
Serge Reggiani, Sucy Prim: teatures Suz- 
anne Cloutier Camera. Claude Renoir: 


editor, Michele Pincin At Rex. Paris. 
Running time. 100 MINS. ‘ 
Pierre Serge Reggiani 


Maria Suranne Cloutier 
vile. Chamblas Suzy Prim 
Margot itiitane Maigne 
Dedee Christiane Lenier 
Gaby Nedine Basile 
Priest jean Davy 
Superintendent Natahe Casadeseus 


Film has an exploitable theme 
that is sure to fill sureseaters. 
Theme concerns a group of way- 
ward girls in a reform school, and 
how beauty and taith is brought 
into their warped lives 

A naive young girl, who has run 
away from the advances of her em- 
ployer, is sent to the school. She 
immediately arouses the hate of 
the neurotic headmistress who 
takes all her frustrated emotions 
out on the girls. The girl faith- 
fully awaits her lover who had 
vowed to come for her. The others 
jeer and then cheer as he shows up 
on schedule. All conspire for her 
escape, for she is now the symbol 
of the secret hopes of all of ther. 
However, complications arise as 
the evil headmistress closes in for 
the kill 

Among the @oings-on is a flood, 
the revolt of the girls, a_ well- 
staged fight sequence. and the 
flight through the swamps. Pro- 
duction’ is fine except for some ob- 
vious miniature work in the flood 
sequences. Julien Duvivier's diree- 
tion is fluid and well paced. Su- 
zanne Cloutier is a definite comer. 
Serge Reggiani is competent as the 
lover, and Suzy Prim is properly 
grim as the dour headmistress. 
Photography is firstrate and the 
editing tight. with the music do- 
ing a fine underlining job. Mosk, 

WS REGULAR PFD. DIVVY 

Universal has declared a quar- 
terly dividend of $1.06 per share 
on the company's cumulative pre- 
ferred stock 

Payment goes Dec 1 to stock- 
holders of record Nov. 15 


Irving Asher Signs 
As Paramount Prod. 
Hollyweod, Oct. 25. 

Irving Asher started Monday 
24) as producer at Paramount. He 
has for past several years been in 
England as exec with Warners- 
First National, Korda and Metro. 
Since the war he served 18 months 
as president of Leo MeCarey’s 
Rainbow Productions. 

Signing of Asher by Par stirs 
theory Par may make pix in Eng- 
iland, since it has heavy frozen coin 
piled up there. 


INAUGURAL FOR 
NY. VARIETY 
CLUB 


Inauguration dinner of New 
York’s Variety Club Tent No. 35 
scheduled for tomorrow night 
‘Thurs.) at the Hotel Astor. N. Y., 
will feature a top talent entertain- 
ment lineup, in addition to a list of 
guest speakers headed up by U.S 
Secretary of the Treasury John 
Snyder. According to chief barker 
Max A. Cohen, the Astor's grand 
ballroom has been sold out for the 
affair, which is to be toastmastered 
by George Jessel. 

Topping the talent lineup will be 
Joe E. Lewis and Harvey Stone, 
with others to include Lucy Mon- 
roe, Jim Kirkwood and Lee Good- 
man, Sheilah Bond, Sid Gary, 
Clarke Bros., Al Kelly, Frank Li- 
buse, Myrtil & Pacaud, Vic & Adio 
and Sid Stone. Les Kramer, of the 
“Saints and Sinners” club, has 
written a group of blackout skits. 

Scheduled to speak. in addition 





to Snyder, are U. S. Supreme 
Court Justice Tom Clark. Vice 
President Alben W. Barkley and 


Mayor William F. O'Dwyer. Max 
Woolff is in overall charge of the 
dinner and entertaininent arrange- 
ments, assisted by Henry Dunn, 
William Morris, Jr.. Joe Laurie 
Jr., Jack Daley and Russell Down- 
ing. 

Show is to be staged by Russel 
Markert, producer at Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y.. entertainment 
and dinner arrangements. chair- 
man. Special music by Ted Royal 
will be conducted by John Me- 
Manus, with an assist from Ray 
O’Brien. Show has been in re- 
hearsal for the last two days to 
permit the stagehands. electricians, 
etc., to get a full briefing on the 
layout. 

Special journal to commemorate 
the dinner has been completed un- 
der the supervision of Leo Brecher, 
with Mort Sunshine and Herman 
Schleir assisting on the editing. 
Other committees include enter- 
tainment, McManus and _ Robert 
Shapiro; stage sets. John Goodson 
and Bruno Main; dais. Harry 
Brandt, James Sauter and Emil 
Friedlander; reception. Sam Shain. 
and publicity, David E. Weshner. 


London Variety Club Tent 


In Elaborate Getaway 
London, Oct. 25 

In the presence of leading per- 
sonalities of the American show 
business colony in London and ex- 
ecs from all branches of the Brit- | 
ish entertainment industry, tent 
No. 36 of the Variety Clubs was 
formerly inducted at a banquet at 
the Savoy hotel Thursday (20). 
Big boss John H. Harris arrived 
in London that day with his bride 
to participate in the function and 
R. J. O'Donnell, International | 
Chief Barker, returned from the 
continent to perform the induc- 
tion ceremony. 

Both Harris and O'Donnell were 
recipients of presentations made 
by the London tent, the former re- 
ceiving a silver cigaret box and the 
latter an engraved silver tray. Rob- | 
ert S. Wolff was installed as Chief 
Barker, and C. J. Latta as assistant i 
Chief Barker. W. J. Kupper is the | 
dough guy. and Lou Wilson the 
property master. 

After Harris had described the 
way in which Variety Club was 
born, O'Donnell referred to ambi- | 





‘tious plans for the current year 
_and their aim to raise even more 


money for under-privileged chil- 
dren. It fell to Latta, however. to 
sum up by commenting that “what 
you get out of Variety Clubs. 
would depend on what you put 
into it.” Ben Lyon emceed the 
ceremonial part of the banquet. i 


Inside Stuff—Pictur 
Jock Lawrence, vet publicist and veepee of the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization in the U. S., is seasoned in public relations matters but he 
and his wife never expected it would get so close to them that their 
very home would be invaded by the press, radio, newsreels, etc. The 
capping climax was Mary ‘Mrs. Jock) Lawrence coming into their draw- 


ing room and finding a Fox Movietone camera, sound equipment. etc , 
all set up, waiting for the newlywed Anthony Beauchamps ‘Sarah 


Churchill) to come out. 


They're houseguesting with the Lawrences at 


their Park avenue apartment, and when the actress-daughter of former 


Prime Minister Winston Churchill 


flew from the Sea Island ‘Ga)} 


nuptial scene to New York she told the press they would house-guest 


with the Col. Lawrences, as is her wont when in New York. 


That 


started everything from the intensive press-newsreel-coverage to auto- 
graph hounds in the lobby which necessitated additional precautionary 


measures. 


Incidentally there are the Beauchamps and Beechams in Fngland, 
both pronounced like Sir Thomas Beecham, both branches being early 


British settlers following the Normandy invasion. 


A running familv 


tree gag in England is “are you « Beauchamp Beecham or a Beecham 
Beecham,” since many retained the Norman French spelling but pro- 


nounced in the British manner 


Just to further confuse it, when one 


of the reporters asked Mrs. Lawrence about the Beauchamps. and she 
accented the pronunciation to sound more like Beecham, he topped 


her, “All right, Mrs. Beech-HAM!” 


When Miss Churchill is not a Rank film star, she’s a legit 


plans taking “Philadelphia Story” 


She's 


on the road for an extensive U. § 


tour, following her click in the strawhat circuit. 

From Rome comes the report that Miss Churchill’s thesping stint in 
the Italian pic, “Mirella,” made two years ago, has ended up on the 
cutting room floor in the process of editing the film for U. S. consump- 


tion. Ignoring the buildup which 


she has been getting in the U. S, 


the film’s producers decided to snip her scenes rather than show her 
in an unsatisfactory light. Douglas Montgomery is the pic's sta: 


Tremendous quantity of great expectations that never materialized 
is evident in the list of 54 titles withdrawn by Walter Wanger and the 
smaller list withdrawn by 20th-Fox in the past few weeks from regis- 


tration with the Motion Picture Assn. of America. 
Wanger indicated ne’s ready io forget are 
“Death Valley,” “Popcorn of 1950, 
Airways,” “Holiday and the Greenbrier.” 


Night at Cafe Lafayette.” “Life of 


Among the subiects 
“Dante’s Divine Comedy 

“History of the Pan American 
“The Hope Diamond.” “Last 
Fiorello LaGuardia,” “Life of Gov- 


ernor Harold Stassen.” “Life of Isadora Duncan,” “Life of Our Lord 


“Lotta Crabtree,” “Trip to Paris,” 


Riviera.” 


“U235" and “Weekend on the 


On 20th’s forgive-and-forget list are “Civilian Actress Technicians,” 
“Freud,” “I Am a Nisei” and ‘“Storks Do Not Bring Babies.” 


Besides turning out its regular March of Time short each month and 


several feature pictures recently. M 


commercial reels. The one done 


of T. has swung into institutional 
on “New California” for Bank of 


America won a special certificate of merit from the American Public 


Relations Council. 


Company also has done “Life Begins at 50,000” for Continenta! Oil 


Co. and is doing an institutional for General Electric. 


Besides M. of T. 


has finished and delivered “Flight Plan For the Future’ for the Air 


Force recruiting service. 


it also is now doing a subject for UNESCO in 


Europe and is working on another on the European setup for ECA. 
Latter will be a four-reeler or finished as two two-reel shorts. 


Current hassle between the Screen Actors Guild and eastern talent 


groups over control of television 


is emphasized by the simultaneous 


filming of the “Cisco Kid” western features for regular film theatres 


and TV. 


SAG raises the point that when the regular 35m cameras 


have finished grinding on a “Cisco Kid” scene, the same sequence. with 


the same actors, will be put on 16m film for video exhibition. 


Members 


of the Screen Actors Guild will be trouping, whether for theatre use or 
television, on a regular motion picture set under conditions established 
by the Guild's jurisdiction solely for film work. 


Through a simple title change on an upcoming musical. Metro ad- 
publicity veepee Howard Dietz will get full screen credit in a 20th-Fox 
film. Picture’s tag was changed to “Dancing in the Dark.” same title 
as a standard pop tune written by Dietz with his collaborator. legit-TV 


producer Arthur Schwartz. 


Song forms the theme background for the 


film and, as a result, Dietz and Schwartz have a single-frame credit 
tag to themselves. 





—————— 





are creating their own audience 
and not cutting seriously inio 
standard houses. He bases this 
conclusion on the fact that the 
average patron drives 7'2 miles 
to get to a drive-in. This type of 
patron, at the same 


the time that he thought the quai- 
ity of pix product at drive-ins is 
“less desirable” than that at 
roofed-in theatres. 


“In a sense then.” Luther 
pointed out. “it might be said that 
the majority of drive-in patrons 
drive right by one or more_£on- 
ventiona! theatres to see a picture 
that is not desirable. Perhaps noth- 
ing else so quickly points tothe fact 
these drive-ins are not competing 
to a large extent with conventional 
theatres. They rather seem to be 
developing or reconstituting an 
audience group that does not and 
probably cannot conveniently at- 
tend conventional theatres. If the 
could, evidence certainly indicates 
they would.” : 

Most noticable is the fact that 
the ozoners get family trade. since 
cars averaged two and one-third 
adults, plus almost one child. that’« 
a much higher percentage family 
audience than in standard houses. 
74°> of cars had two adults and 
55% had one kid. 

Open-airers are drawing most}, 
from nabes, since slightly over 
one-third said that’s the type of 
theatre they most often aitend. 
14% said they patronize down- 
town houses. They averaged 2!» 
times per month attendance at 
driveins. 30° attend no other type 
house in summer. 

This year's product is considered 


Drive-Ins Nab Audiences 


Continued from page 3 


a time, told | 
Luther's interviewers that 60° of 








better 


while 
17“e thought last year’s was betier 
and the rest are undetermined. 


than last by 25°. 


Preference in order of type pix 
is comedy, drama, musicai, west- 
ern, romance. 

Exhibs who have squawked 
about drive-ins have done so on 
“cireumstantial evidence.” Luther 
concluded. “They have simply 
done too well in face of poor 
grosses by conventional theatres.” 

He estimates there are 1.500 
ozoners now operating as com- 
pared to the 60 at the end of the 
war and the one in 1933. 


i Brit. Crisis 


! Continued from page 3 


of Rank, with potential losses 
much smaller and not likely to 
have any widespread effects. 

Rank’s balance sheet, on the other 
hand, is expected to create a con- 
siderable rumpus and Korda wants 
to be close by in London, rather 
than in New York. He also has his 
own production problems. which 
are keeping him at home. He had 
intended to come to the U. S. to 
sew up a deal for distribution of 
his product in Latin America and 
to make further joint production 
arrangements with Yank firms. His 
plans are indefinite, but he now 
may get to New York in mid- 
winter. 

Plans of Sir Arthur Jarratt. head 
of Korda’s British Lion, for com- 
ing to the States are also vague #! 
the moment. He was to have been 
here at the same time as Korda. 
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Melutins9 ». Now 03 thee tine 10 ply | 
‘Hamlet’ 


Many exhibitors have written us and spoken to us, 

saying that one of the most effective ways to im- 

= : prove Industry public relations is to blanket the 

7) ae | | : country with HAMLET, the J. Arthur Rank- 
: Laurence Olivier production, which has received 

every honor that could possibly be bestowed on a 


motion picture. 


Universal-International is aware of this oppor- 
tunity and is now making HAMLET available 


for mass exhibition. 


The box-office success of HAMLET proves 








that any movie audience will support and enjoy it 


immensely. 
Therefore we are making HAMLET available to you 


* e. 3 : 4 for a continuous performance engagement or for 
the type of engagement that best suits your aus- 





pices and your community. 


We have asked our branch managers and our 
salesmen all over the country to declare this policy 
to you in person. 


If you want one of the great attractions of all time, 
if you want to do your community a real service in 
the way of public relations, then we suggest you 
make a point of playing HAMLET immediately. 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURES 


Y Pi gti 4, ie: 


A J. ARTHUR RANK —— q 
Boon Os wer | 
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miet™ 


H al eee re 





1 TWO CITIES FILM under the management of FILIPPO DEL GIUDICE 
{ UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL RELEASE - Sponsored by The Theatre Guild 
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‘Uncle Sam Best Policeman’ 


Continued from page 5 


dustry’s anti-trust suit, made it ap-; son, Chill Wills, Michael O'Shea, 


pear bidding was okay if picture- 


| Susan Hayward, Jess Barker, Van 


by-picture and theatre-by-theatre. | Heflin and Celeste Holm. 


In any case, Allied members are | 


objecting to closed bidding in 
which the loser has no way know- 
ing the winning terms. 


3. Alleged evasions by the 
Schine, Griffith and Crescent cir- 
cuits of the decrees requiring them 
to sell certain of their theatres in 
order to create competition. It 
was charged the “sales” were made 


to relatives and straw men, and 
the houses chosen for disposal 
were such “as not to serve the pur- 
pose of the court order.” Warning 
was given that major affiliated cir- 
cuits will have to be watched for 
the same thing. 

Blasting started in a keynote 
speech by convention chairman 
Bennie Berger yesterday (Mon.) 
and continued right through to- 


day’s (Tues.) session. Expectation 
is that the windup tomorrow will 
see a number of squawks wrapped 
up in resolution form so that gen- 
eral counsel Abram Myers can 
carry them to Washington for ac- 
tion. That likelihood makes any 
hope of intra-industry peace sound 
remote. 

Resolution on television is al- 


Prexy William Ainsworth, 
opening the convention, proved 


conciliatory to distribs, although | 
_admitting “there are flies in oint- | 


ment.” Inasmuch as the conclave 


lis being labeled a “Victory Con- | 


vention,” because of the Supreme 
Court and ASCAP decisions, Ains- 
worth tossed bouquets at Berger 
for his part in those successes. 
Berger, out 


as customary, came 


with both fists flying. While ex- 
hibs could celebrate their ‘“‘vic- 
tories,” he declared, they must 
“fight to enjoy the peace.” The 


North Central Allied prez minced 
no words in declaring, “We'll put 
those distributors in jail who vio- 
late the Supreme Court ruling.” 


Holding out an olive branch, the 
keynoter told delegates and sales 
execs present that “if the distrib- 
utors sit across the table with us 
and be dcent and fair, we'll go 
out arm in arm and create public 
good will. It will set internal peace 
and good public relations will 
come by themselves.” 

Metro's Wilson, in a lengthy and 
humorous exposition of producers’ 
woes, suggested, “Maybe the pub- 





in 


Allied’s Own ‘FBI’? 
Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 


Before the convention is 
over, Allied may decide to hire 
paid investigators who would 
collect evidence of violations 
of the decree on the part of 
distribs. Use of its own pri- 
vate FBI squad is under con- 
sideration, Abram F. Myers, 
board chairman, indicated. 

The gumshoe squad would 
be employed to collect evi- 
dence and prepare it in the 
form of affidavits. Step may 
be taken because exhibs are 
wary of testifying personally 
because of feared reprisals. 








British Politics 
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film arrangement away from 
Harold Wilson's Board of Trade. 

SIMPP has already given a 
def®ite ‘‘no” to the Bank's request 
that it accede to a change in the 
pact. Attitude of the MPAA isn't 
certain yet, since prexy' Eric 
Johnston is now in England dis- 
cussing the situation. Possibility is 
seen that he may go along with the 
request for his members. 

SIMPP’s attitude is, “What do 
wet get in return, what's the quid 
pro quo for going along on such a 
change?” It feels that its agree- 
ment to any such shift in the pact 


most certain to be adopted tomor- 
row (Wed.). It will probably ask 
the distribs not to make available 
to video any old of new fiims. 
Possibly, Allied conventioneers will 
also resolve against the print short- 
age as well as take a stand on 
competitive bidding. 


lic is demanding better pictures 
because we've raised its standard 
of quality by numerous outstand- 
ing pictures.” 


Vets’ Kudo to Allied 


Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 


should be a matter of bargaining 
and be reserved for the time when 
a new contract is being negotiated. 
Johnston's attitude is believed 
| closer to being, “If we're nice to 
‘the British now, maybe they'll be 





tions start.” 


Among the speakers on Tuesday — : Actually, the whole thing is 
afternoon were Governor L. B. National Allied was handed @ ji++1¢ more than a technical mat- 
Youngdah!l of Minnesota; Andy W. Plaque at the annual convention ter, since the 26 uses to which 


here by the Disabled American 
Veterans for its service in urging 
exhibs to play “How Much Do You 
Owe?", documentary film = spon- 
sored by the DAV. Plaque cites 


Smith, Jr., 20th-Fox distribution 
veepee; Alfred W. Schwalberg, 
ditto for Paramount; and Morey 
Goldstein, Monogram's’ general 
sales manager. Ned E. Depinet, 


frozen sterling can be put by the 
Yank firms are laid out specifically 
in the 1948 agreement. Bank of 
England says it does not want to 
change these, since they are in the 


RKO prez, is slated to talk on Allied for “exceptional and meri- nature of a contract, but wants 
public relations tomorrow. William torious conduct and the perform- | cunervision of the expenditure of 
F. Rodgers, Metro's sales chief, ance of outstanding service to the the funds. ; 


DAV.” 


Major Robert Armstrong, com- 
mander of the Minneapolis chap- 
ter, made the award toe William L. 
Ainsworth, Allied prez, in behalf 
of national commander Gengral 
Jonathon M. Wainwright. 


will also take to the platform that 
day. 

In his talk, Smith credited 20th's 
adoption a half-year ago of a sell- 
ing policy which gives exchanges 
local autonomy on deals as win- 
ning his company new friends. In 
the past five months, he said, more | 


Original request for the change 
in the agreement was made a year 
or more ago, but has recently been 
shoved into the limelight through 
added pressure by the Bank on the 
U. S. Embassy to get the compa- 
nies to agree. 





nicer to us when the new negotia- | 














(Continued from page 12) 
$14,000 or over. Last 
“Father Was Fullback” 420th) and 
'“Massacre River” (Mono), $15,000. 
| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
| “Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Man About House” (20th), 
| Denver, Webber. 
'near. Last week, “Father Full- 
back” (20th) and “Massacre River” 
(Mono), same. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 
“Roughshod” (RKO) and “Savage 


Splendor” (RKO). ‘Thin $9,000. 
Last week, “Easy Living’ ‘RKO) 
and “Judge Steps Out” (RKO), 
$12,500. 


Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 35-74)— 
“Blue Lagoon” (U) and “One False 
Step” ‘U), day-date @ith Aladdin. 
Fair $8,000 or close. Last week, 
“Brimstone” (Rep) and “Omoo, 
Omoo” (indie), $9,000. 

Webber (‘Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Man About House” (20th), also 
Denver, Esquire. Good $2,500. 
Last week, “Father Fullback” 
(20th) and “Massacre River” 
(Mono), $3,000. 


‘Fullback’ Snappy $16,000, 
Prov.; ‘Kentuckian’ Same 


Providence, Oct. 25. 

“Father Was Fullback” is snappy 
at Majestic. Nearly all houses are 
getting a nice play, with State’s 
“Fighting Kentuckian” steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Savage Splendor” (RKO) and 
“Roughshod” (RKO). Solid $14,500. 
Last week, “Follow Me Quietly” 
(RKO) and Dick Contino unit on- 
stage, sock $20,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Rim 
of Canyon” (Rep) and vaude. Nice 
$7.500. Last week, “Pennies From 
Heaven” (Par) (reissue) and Luis 
Alberini heading stageshow, 
$8,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Father Was Fullback” (20th) and 
“Forgotten Women” (Mono). Very 
snappy $16.000. Last week, “Task 
Force” (WB) and “Flame of 
Youth” (Rep) $18,000. 
| Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65)—“Great Dan Patch” (UA) and 
“Trail of Yukon” (Mono). Slow 
$5,000. Last week, “Red Stallion 





; 4 P Rockies” (EL) and Louis Prima 
thas 1,000 gocounts a brought | Laurels to Exhibs orch onstage, dim $6,500 in 5 days. 
back as active customers. During | : H Bi State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) 
the first 41 weeks of this year, he | Minneapolis, Oct. 25. Allied asts . os a al 


“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 





An exhib Oscar to be awarded 
yearly to the theatre man who does 
the most for exhibition during the 
12 months was voted by National | 
Allied board at its annual conven- 
(tion here. Because exhibs have | 
won so many victories during the 
past year, board decided in favor 
‘of three Oscars to be handed out 
at the closing banquet tomorrow 
(Wed.). 


Recipients will be Bennie Ber- 
ger, prez of North Central Allied, 
Harry Brandt, N. Y. circuit opera- 
“in the very near future.” f - gy RRR. EF Ay 
—— a A it ao... a cited for their successful court bat- 

; 'tles against the. American Society 
Hoge oa y dge4 —_— of Composers, Authors & Publish- 

| rea ers on theatre seat taxes. Loew for 
—- yg - oe by the his victory against patent royalties 
rentals It CO ° on drive-ins. 

Among the guest speakers yester- 
day was Leo Brecher, prez of the 
New York Metropolitan Theatre 
Owners Assn., who is not a mem- | 
ber of Allied. He praised Myers, | 
Allied’s general counsel, and 
added: “At the recent public rela- 
tions convention in Chicago, the | 
statement was made by a spokes- 
man for the majors (Eric Johnston) | 
that the industry has become 4 present $17,000,000 yearly rate of 
lawyers’ paradise. ... That remark, | dollar remittances to offset de- 
— BE ay A ., | velustion. On thet goal, he faces 

, »' much harder going. 
but should not remain unanswered. | Reportedly, both sides will meet. 

“If it is true that the industry —_ — > Johnston's return to 
has become a lawyers’ paradise, | the U. S. Thursday (27). On the 
whose lawyers are enjoying that agenda is a eg ww the pro- 

? | pos lat h 
paras, edict tent the eatin | Bim Council in Londen er" devaluation and a consequent 
tion of independent exhibitors or| MPAA prez also met the heads *ortage of product, many cine- 
the lawyers who, for more than a|of the Cinematograph Exhibitors|™#5 Would have to close, and 
generation, have acted on the mis- | Assn. yesterday. He lunches with | U'8ed an all-industry conference 
taken notion that monopoly means Wilson today (Tuesday) and is also ‘© Work out a plan for “increasing 
prospective prosperity for the expected to huddle with Sir Alex- ‘#¢ quantity, quality and entertain- 
select few?” ‘ander King, British circuit opera- | ™€"t value of British films to meet 

Conclave, with 535 indie exhibs | tor | the situation.” 
present, is the biggest in Allied | McCarthy Joins Johnston | Wilson didn’t agree with 
history. Another innovation was| John G. McCarthy, head of the ©'Brien’s statement in any particu- 
the speech by Metro producer | Motion Picture Assn. of America’s !ar and emphasized that he was 
Carey Wilson Monday. Here at the international division, is expected in constant touch with all sections 
invitatio. of Allied, as result of | to return Friday (28) from London, | Of the trade. 
the Chicago meeting, it marked accompanying Eric Johnston,| Pointing out that in 
the first time Hollywood ever was| MPAA prexy, and Edward Cheyfitz, | blocked sterling was being used 
represented. Actor George Murphy | Johnston's aide. McCarthy suf- for production, Wilson stres 
is also slated to take rostrum. fered an attack of grippe and in- that he had under constant review 
Promised also for the blowoff ban- testinal virus while in Athens last | the difficult position of British 
my tomorrow night (Wed.) are week. | filma producers and the need for 

oy Rogers and Dale Evans, June He planed out of the Greek cap- | the highest possible output of Brit- 
Haver, Jane Pewell, Gloria Swan- ital to join Johnston in England. ish pictures. 
sO** 38) (9ORRR 24 rei 
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added, 20th went ahead by 24,890 
more contracts than in "48 and has | 
obtained 28,048 more bookings. 


“The explanation is obvious,” 
he declared. “The working out of 
a proper deal in most of these situ- 
ations requires understanding at | 
the local level.” 


Smith appealed for conciliation 
and arbitration at the local level as 
the most practical solution of ex- 
hib-distrib friction. He promised 
an answer to the print problem in 
a plan which 20th would present 








Continued from page 6 


branch manager told him the com- 
pany is seeking upped admissions. 
His response was in direct answer 
to a question by Abram F. Myers, 
Allied board chairman. 


| Prefatory part of resolution read: 
'“It has come to the attention of 
‘this body that Columbia in the sale 
‘of ‘Jolson Sings Again’ is using in 
the various film exchange areas di- 
rect and indirect measures calcu- 


sion prices against the will of the 
exhibitors. 


“Our first reaction was amazed 
incredulity that a film company 
which had fought this issue in the 
‘courts for 10 years should now defy 
the decision of the Supreme Court 
| that this very practice is illegal. 


“Now, at the very time when our 
industry is rallying all its branches 
|in the campaign to improve public 
‘relations, Columbia . advertises its 
indifference to such efforts by at- 
tempting to force its customers to 
obtain from the public a greater 


Instead of the customary statu- | 
ette awarded in Hollywood, exhibs 
will get a parchment citing their 
meritorious performance. 





Johnston’s Pitch 


Continued from page 3 


_hibitors feel necessary or desirable. 
The first gun in the pubiic relations 
program appears to be aimed in the 
wrong direction.” 


U.S. Pix Earned 


———== Continued from page 3 


part, 


5% 


aaa! “Daughter of Jungle” (Rep). 


lated to compel increased admis- | 


price for its pictures than the ex- | 





Fair 
$16,000. Last week, “Midnight 
Kiss” (M-G) and “Brother Jona- 
| than” (Mono), $17,500. 

| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Friend Irma” (Par) (2d _ wk). 
Steady $10,000 after doing so-so 
| $12,000 opener. 


‘Heat’ Hot $11,000, Port.; 


Doctor’ Fancy $9,000 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 25. 

All firstruns opened new pix 
this week. “White Heat” and “My 
Friend Irma” look best, former be- 
ing torrid. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘White Heat” (WB) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep). Fine $11,000. 
Last week, “Fighting Kentuckian” 
(Rep) and “Flame Youth” (Rep) 
(4 days) (2d wk), $6,700. 
| _Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Flame Youth” (Rep) (m.o.) (5 
days). So-so $3,200. Last week, 
“Christopher Columbus” (U) and 
“Million Dollar Weekend” (U),. 


dull $5,000. | 
(H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 





| Oriental 
“Friend Irma” (Par) and “Rimfire” 
| (Indie), day-date with Paramount. 
Sock $6,500. Last week, “Task | 
Force” (WB) “Incident” | 
| (Mono) (m.o.), $5,300. 
| Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— | 
“Easy Living” (RKO) and “Follow 
Me Quietly” (RKO). Mild $6,000. 
Last week, “Lost Boundaries” (FC) 
and “C-Man” (FC), $7,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)-— 
“Friend Irma” (Par) and “Rimfire” 
(Indi¢), also Oriental. Good $10,- 
500. Last week, “Mr. Soft Touch” 
'(Col) and “Devil's Henchman” 
Col), $8,000. 


| United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 

85)—"“Doctor and Girl” (M-G) (10 
days). Neat $9,000. Last week, 
“Midnight Kiss” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$7,000. 


Irene Gn Her Own 


| Hollywood; Oct. 25. | 
| Trene, executive designer at. 
Metro since 1942, has ankled stu- 
dio post for her own dress busi- 
ness. 


She's been on leave of absence 
past several months. 
« «g46? 
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‘Jolson’ Buff Pace, 
$30,000; ‘Doctor’ $16,000 


Buffalo, Oct. 25. 
“Jolson Sings Again” is pacing 











ales | the field hy a wide margin here 


Fine $3,000 or! 


this week with smash total at 
Lafayette. Next strongest is “Doc- 
tor and Girl,” fancy at the Buf- 
falo. “Thieves’ Highway” shapes 
fine at Paramount as does “Fasy 
Living” at Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— 


“Doctor and Girl” ‘(M-G) and 
“Border Incident” (M-G). Fancy 
$16,000. Last week, “Massacre 


River” (Mono) plus Billy Eckstine 
and Henny Youngman on stage, 


sock $25,400. 
Paramount (Par) )3,000; 40-60)— 
“Thives’ Highway” (20th). Fine 


$15,000. Last week, “Under Cap- 
ricorn” (WB), $15,500. 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Task Force” (WB) (2d wk). Down 
to $8,000 after great $17,500 
opener. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-50)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col). Giant 


$30,000 or better. Last week, 
“Christopher Columbus” (U) and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” (Col), 


$9,000 at 40-70c. scale. 


Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“Easy Living’ ‘RKO; and 
“Strange Bargain’ (RKO). Nice 
$11,000. Last week, “Ichabod” 
(RKO) and “Hold That Baby” 
(Mono), ditto. 


‘Steal’ Bangup $17,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Summertime’ 226 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 

With sudden cool spell, all 
houses are looking up this session. 
“Summertime” at Loew’s is best of 
new entries, and sock. “Big Steal” 
is virtually as big at smaller Prin- 
cess. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)-— 
“Summertime” (M-G). Sock $22.,- 
000. Last week, “Madame Bovary” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Capitol ‘C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)——~ 
“Friend Irma” (Par) (2d wk). Down 
to $13,000 after sock opener at 
$18,000. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-60)— 
“Everybody Does It” (20th). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Winslow Boy” 
(Indie), same. 

Princess ‘(C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Big Steal” (RKO). Great $17,000. 
Last week, “Task Force” (WB) (2d 
wk), drab $7,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Muti- 
neers” (Col) (2d wk). Nice $7,000 
after okay $11,000 opener. 

| Orpheum (C.T.) (/,040; 34-6¢'-% 
'“Home of Brave” (UA) an’ “Fl- 
'low Me Quietly” (UA) (3d wh). 
Holding well at $6,000 after second 
|}round with $7,000. 


j — 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 12) 
Off to $4,000 after nice $4,200 in 
5th week. Holds again. 

Warner ‘WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
| “Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) plus “High 
Button Shoes” revue onstage. 
Stageshow, departure from usual 
policy for house, building to sock 
$28,000 despite crix pans of combo. 
Last week, “Tokyo Joe” (Col), fair 


Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (3d wk). 
Steady $7,500. Last week, lusty 
$10, Stays on. 


Would Rent Video 
Setup to Indies 


Possible solution of present 
problem for many independent ex- 
hibitors, who want television on 
their theatre screen but are unable 
to pay for today’s installations 
costs, is to be offered soon by the 
Skiatron p., company that re- 
cently took over the Scophony Co. 
patents. 

Skiatron company would provide 
its system to theatres on something 
of a rental basis not unlike that 
used on talking picture equipment 
at the outset or talkies. Main idea 
would be to provide equipment, in- 
staliation, screen and most of ser- 
vice for a percentage of gross re- 
ceipts on the days TV is used. 


RKO Eyes ‘Borderline’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
RKO is dickering to buy “Bor- 
derline,” unreleased Fred MacMur- 
ray-Claire Trevor starrer, pro- 














duced by Milton Bren and Bill 
Seiter independently. 

Cost of pic was $400,000. 
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““COPS OR NO 
COPS I'M GOING 
THROUGH!” 
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living on the razor-sharp 


edge of danger...stumbling 


into crime, tumbling into 


love ... too mixed up to 






know what they’re doing! 
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Dick Maney on Tallu's Book 

Broadway publicist Richard 
Maney will probably ghost Tallu- 
lah Bankhead’s autobiography 
which Helen Strauss of the Wil- 
liam Morris office is agenting. 
With the first publicity of the book, 
the agent has received bids from 
virtually every publisher. 

The star has been threatening 
to write her memoirs for years but 
now may really do it. As she says 
“If a dead W. C. Fields can get all 
that excitement, then a live Taliu- 
lah oughta be worth even more.” 
Maney is an old friend and it’s 


been a tossup whether he or Wol- 
cott Gibbs ‘The New Yorker) 
would collaborate The p. a. 
seems to be getting the nod. 
Temporary title is “Hew and 
Cry.” Meantime, Miss Bankhead 


is taking her “Private Lives” re- 
vival on tour, not having been able 
to find a suitable new vehicle for 
Broadway. 


Mike Todd—In Spades 


Mike Todd has been profiled 
for the Satevepost by Maurice 
Zolotow and for Esquire mag by 
Frank Rasky. Latter. formerly 
with the N. Y. Herald Tribune's 
drama dept., and former staffer 
for the now defunct N. Y. Star, 
has also penned a piece on bogus 
show biz talent scouts, which is 
scheduled to appear in Charm 
mag. The ormer newspaperman 
fis currently represented in Sir! 
mag with a yarn on nitery busi- 
ness. 

In addition Rasky has just com- 
pleted an assigned Esquire feature 
on Prince Serge Obolensky, boni- 
face of N. Y.’s Hote! Sherry- 
Netherland. 


Howell’s 125G Libel Suit 


Joe FE. Howell, publisher and 
sole owner of the recently 
launched Warren ‘O.) Home 
Journal, has filed a $125,000 libel 
suit against the Warren Tribune- 
Chronicle, charging the Tribune 
“maliciously and wickedly con- 
trived to injure and defame” him 
in an editorial published Oct. 7. 
He claims as false and defamatory 
editorial references to his paper as 
a throwaway sheet appearing be- 
fore election time. 

Howell said the editorial caused 
people to form a false impression 
of the publisher and that he lost 

atronage of advertisers. He asked 
£5,000 damages and $100,000 
punitive damages. 











Authors League Nominates OH 

Oscar Hammerstein, I], has been 
nominated for reelection as presi- 
dent of the Authors League of 
America, parent organization of 
the Authors Guild, Dramatists 
Guild and Screen Writers Guild. 


If elected, he will serve two years. | 


Also nominated for two-year terms 
are John Hersey, as_ vice-presi- 
dent; Erik 
and Kurt Weill, treasurer. 

Biennial meeting and election 
will be held Nov. 9 at the Gotham 
hotel, N. Y. 


Artist Life Folds 
Artist Life, house organ of 
Columbia Artists Mgt., devoted 
largely to news about its large 





stable of artists, has been discon-| palate is responsive to European publisher Peadar 


tinued by the board of directors 
this fall, on grounds of economy. 
Eight-page, illustrated, slick-paper 
job had been issued monthly for 
three years, with Nelson Lansdale, 
as editor, aiding Dorle Jarmel, Co- 
lumbia’s press rep, in getting it 


out. 

Mag, which carried a few ads and 
had a Yr of 6,000, report- 
edly had a yearly deficit of $6,000 
to $7,000. 
mag half-time while working on 
other Columbia accounts rest of 
time, has resigned from the con- 
eert bureau. 


‘Best Plays’ & “Theatre World’ 
Two standard annual theatre 

ks, just published, are “The 
urns Mantle Best Plays of 1948- 
49” (Dodd, Mead; $4) and “The- 
atre World” (Greenberg; $3.50— 
also paper-bound, $1.50). The 
Mantle k, a “must” for the 
trade and a valuable work for the- 
atre fans in general, is again edit- 
ed by John Chapman, who suc- 





ceeded Mantle as N. Y. News! 


drama critic and took over the 
“Best Plays” assignment with the 
1947-48 edition. In the case of 
“Theatre World,” this is the first 
issue published by Greenberg, the 
four previous editions having been 
published by Daniel Blum, who 
continues as editor. 

“Best Plays” properly retains its 
traditional form and style, with 
two notable additions—articles on 
last season in Boston, by Elliot 
Norton, critic of the Boston Post. 
and the season in Philadelphia by 
Arthur Waters, local Variety 
mugg, the usual summaries of the 


Barnouw, secretary, | 


Lansdale, who edited | 


season on Broadway. in Chicago, 
San Francisco, and Southern Cali- 
fornia The new list of “bests” 
consists of “Death of a Salesman,’ 


“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,” “Detec- 
tive Story.’ ‘Edward, My Son,” 
“Life With Mother.” “Light Up the 
Sky.” “Silver Whistle.” “Two 
Blind Mice” and “Goodbye, My 
Fancy.” There are the regular 
lists of plays and casts, data about 
prize winners of previous seasons, 
long-run shows and various stafis- 
tics, all interesting to legit follow- 
ers. But mightn't there be an in- 
clusive index of all Broadway pro- 
ductions since 1899, when the 
series began” 

“Theatre World” also folloWs 
the pattern of previous editions, 


stressing photos, cast lists and pro- 
duction credits rather than text. 
“Promising Personalities’ selec- 
tions for last season are Mary Mc- 
Carty, Carol Channing, Gene Nel- 
son, Cameron Mitchell, Jean Car- 
son, Julie Harris, Tod Andrews, 
Allyn McLerie, Bob Scheerer, Doe 
Avedon, Byron Palmer and Richard 
Derr. 

As always, an important part 
of the publication is its index of 
legit names in the rear of the 
book. This alone makes “Theatre 
World” essential reference materi- 
al for the trade and for legit fans. 
In fact, this vortion of the book 
is so good it shouid be expanded 
and exploited. Why don't Blum 
and the publisher gradually devel- 
op the index into a real who's who 
of the American theatre and thus 
fill an obvious need? Or at least, 
why not add an index of play- 
wrights to the lists of actors, pro- 
ducers, designers and choreog- 
raphers, or the “famous players of 
yesteryear?” Hobe. 


Bans Premature Birth 
Cartoonist Ham Fisher, creator of 
“Joe Palooka,”’ has been approached 
by a doll manufacturer who 
wants to bring out a model of the 
forthcoming Palooka baby. Com- 





pany wants to have the toy on the'| 


market for Christmas, but Fisher 
has said no go. 

Seems the comic strip character 
got married only a couple of 
months ago. 





Filmers’ Cook Book 


Gloria Kameran, assistant to 
George Glass. v.p. and publicity- 
advertising chief of Stanley Kram- 
er Productions, is co-author of a 
new cook book recently published 


{by Viking—although she scarcely 


knew how to boil water before 
writing the volume. Her partner 
in the collaboration, Jean Hamil- 
ton Campbell, wife of a Hollywood 


documentary producer, was the ex-| 


pert. Two got together on the book 
as a result of a remark by Mrs. 
Campbell that she could teach any- 
one all that was needed about 
cooking in two weeks. Miss Kam- 
eran becamé her pupil. 

' Volume is labeled “Simple Cook- 
ing for the Epicure” and, among 
other things, specializes in quickie 
|methods for meking many foreign 
| dishes as a result of the cosimopoii- 
‘tan character of Hollywood. “I 


|“Burns Mantle Best Plays.” 


tion. On the latter point, for ex- 


ample, there's an engaging discus- 


sion of the tugging between the 
scenic designer ‘who wants the set 
dimly lit to heighten the illusion 
of reality) and the actors ‘who 
want a light-flooded stage so their 
facial expressions will be seen). 

Occasionally Rice puts into the 
mouth of one of his characters his 
feelings on the American theatre. 
He has the author's agent blast 
Broadway for waste and inefficien- 
cy, for a system which has a play 
rushed to its preem in four weeks, 
bringing together actors, scenery, 
costumes and lighting—and then 
when the play closes the actors are 
disbanded, scenery burned and cos- 
tumes sold to the ragman. “Noth- 
ing is iearned, nothing is saved, 
there is no permanence, no contin- 
uity, no program, no pattern, no 
objective, no ideal,’ the agent de- 
clares. 

Some of the characters fail to 
come alive and some of the per- 
sonal histories are unimportant. 
But this tome has the perfume of 
greasepaint on almost all of its 472 
pages. Bril. 





Jack Gaver’s ‘Curtain Calls’ 


“Curtain Calls” (Dodd, Mead; 
$3.50), is an attempt by Jack 
Gaver, United Press drama editor, 
to give “a new presentation of 
many of the colorful and little- 
known personalities and happen- 
ings of Broadway.” It's an un- 
even book, at times readable and 
informative and for long stretches | 
obvious and heavy. Like almost! 
any Broadway legit season, it starts 
brightly and promising!ly, but pres- 
enily loses momentum and finally 
staggers to a close. 

The book is best when Gaver is 
explaining the broad picture of the 
New York theatre and how it got 
that way. It’s also interesting, but 
less penetrating, when it deals with 
such relatively little-known mat-| 
ters as the critics, theatrical angels, 
and the background of the Theatre 


| Guild, Playwrights’ Co., ete. But 
, too much of “Curtain Calls” is 


merely a loose, rambling and not) 
very acute summary of the Broad-| 
way season of 1947-48, with far too! 
many words devoted to better- 

uickly - forgotten flops. John. 

hapman does the same thing) 
briefly and cogently in the annual 
Most 
of the other material through the 
book is old stuff to regular readers 
of Variety and the theatre col- 
umns of the dailies, of whom Gaver 
is plainly one. Hobe. 





CHATTER 


Tom Gurr, editor-in-chief of 
Australian Associated Newspapers, | 
ay touring the Hollywood film 
ots. 

Irv Kupcinet in Hollywood to 
round up film names for the Chi- 
cago Sun-Times’ annual Harvest 
Ball. 
new regional editors, Patricia 
Young as Coast fashiow. ed and 
Betty Cleary, assistant midwest ed 
in Chi. 
| Carroll Carroll edits the Variety 
|editors with a suggested caption 
for last week’s streamer, rephras- | 
ing it “Bali Hi On Broadway” in-| 
_ Stead of “Ballet Bowls Over Broad- 
| Way.” ' 

The Bell, Irish literary —e 
| which suspended publication wit 


| 


four children in the Howard family. 


Mademoiselle has added two | 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 


By Frank Scully 








Howard, O., Oct. 22. 


There used to be an old legend in show business that anything in 
VARIETY was hencefort) in the public domain. However, counsel is 
noting an exception in this case. This one belongs to William K, 
Howard, of St. Mary’s, O. 

At one time he was about the best director money could buy. Or, if 
not that, the best to come out of St. Mary’s, O. That's the town that 
also spawned Jim Tully. It also spawned a notorious gunman who 
burned his way to oblivion as a second-string triggerman in the Dill- 
inger backfield. I think he went to school with Bill Howard. His name 
was Charles Makley. 

Partisans of Dudley Nichols and Louis Bromfield have sought to 
muscle their heroes into St. Mary's, but these literary characters came 
from neighboring Ohio towns. But Howard, Tully and the guy who 
failed to shoot his way out ought to be enough to identify St. Mary's, O. 
If not. it’s the town where first-story men broke into the office of the 
St. Mary’s Lumber Co. recently, and with lifted hatchets, hammers, 
crowbars and blow torches collected 14c. 

They usually had substantial families in those towns. There were 
Their father was what was known 
as “a good provider.” Anyway he managed to get his son as far as 
Qhio State, where Bill studied engineering and law. With this back- 
ground he naturally ended as a film salesman. He was the sort of son 
who sends money home as a matter of course. He kept it up long after 
it was necessary. 

Before going to Hollywood he managed a theatre and was sales- 
manager in Cincinnati for Vitagraph and a sales advisor for Universal 
in the middle west. He broke in with “East of Broadway” for Tom 
Ince, but his first smash success was “The Thundering Herd.” 


Nice Blocking 


After that he moved along with a block of eminent directors, most 
of whom are either just as active today, or if they aren't, shouid be, 
These included Clarence Brown, Lec McCarey, Frank Capra; John Ford, 
George Stevens, George Marshall, Gregory La Cava, Joseph von Stern- 
berg, King Vidor, Roy Dei Ruth, Frank Borzage, Frank Lloyd, Rex 
Ingram, Tod Browning, Mervin LeRoy and William Wyler. 


It was a great era for directors and, curiously, most of them pos- 
sessed a social vision which seemed to result in better pictures and 
better boxoffice. 

Today scarcely any of them would say any of the things about any- 
body that was part of the free masonry of their craft 20-odd years ago. 
Today pictures talk, but directors dummy up. It’s better to shut up 
and make a western than sound off for a better world and get fingered. 


Art Is Long But People Make It 


Many of the old guard have been supplemented by a new crop of 
directors, but these, with the possible exception of Garson Kanin, are 
really oldtimers who have been kicked upstairs. 


Ted Tetzlaff, for instance, the guy who directed “The Window,” was 
a camera man for Bill Howard years ago at Par, when Bill was directing 
Carole Lombard and Fred McMurray in “The Princess Comes Across.” 

Mark Robson, who directed “The Champion” and “Home of the 
Brave,” Howard pointed out, was an old cutter, and the speed of his 
pictures shows how well he learned to drop ail pedestrian footage. 
Fred Zinneman, who directed “The Search,” had been years in peonage 
as assistant director. In fact he started as an extra in “All Quiet On 
the Western Front” in 1921. Eddie Dmytryk, who directed “Cross 
Fire,” emerged from nearly 20 years behind cameras. 

In England, too, the great pictures like “Red Shoes” and “Stairway 
to Heaven” were directed by Michael Powell, who had begun in 1926 
as a lowly comedian and film cutter for Rex Ingram. Laurence Olivier 
had been in pictures for more than 15 years before he emerged as the 
great director-star of “Hamlet.” In fact, it was Bill Howard who in- 
troduced Olivier to Vivien Leigh in “Fire Over London,” and their 
first scene he directed was a love scene. 


Of course, behind him at the time, Howard had such pictures as “The 
Thundering Herd,” “White Gold,” “The Valiant,” “Scotland Yard,” 
“The First Year” and “Transatlantic.” He had also directed “The 
Power and the Glory,” remember—the picture which started Spencer 
Tracy on his seemingly endless career. - 


Besides these stars, Howard had directed such he-men as George 
Bancroft, Noah Beery, Jack Holt, James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Victor 
McLaglen and Edmund Lowe, and such portrayers of comedy and 
romance as Frank Morgan, Myrna Loy and William Powell, Charles 
Farrell and Janet Gaynor, as well as Helen Hayes, Jetta Goudal, Sylvia 
Sydney, Ann Todd, Joan Bennett, Constance Bennett and Jeanette 


was thrown into a miniature Eu-' the April, '48, issue due to finan- MacDonald. 


rope in the wilds of Hollywood and 
/discovered that the American 
Miss 


| variations,” Campbell ex- 


plained. 


Some Pun, Eh Deems? 
| “Moments Mousical” (Ziff-Davis; 
$3) is a neat satirical history of 
| music a Deems Taylor and illus- 
'trator Walter Kumme. 
_amusi pen-and-ink drawings, to 
which Taylor has written lengthy 
| captions, picture the world’s musi- 
cal greats from the pre-historic 
= the present as very expressive 
ce. 
| It's all done with much tongue- 
in-cheek and via punning, but 
there's no little historical veracity 
,and worthwhile info in the pages. 
| Taylor claims that any similarity 
|in the mouse drawings to persons 
| living or dead is strictly coinciden- 
|tal and it’s your own fault if you 
_find resemblances running from 
Ramouses II to Mousadora 
,Dunkem, Siegmouse, Moussorgsky 
and Fritz Miceler. Herb. 


Elmer Rice’s Show Biz Novel 
Elmer’s Rice’s “The Show Must 
Go On” (Viking, $3.50) is novelistic 
treatment of a case history, care- 
fully detailing how a legit play is 
written, bought and produced. The 
dramatist-novelist knows his Broad- 
way milieu intimately and writes 
affectionately of the backstage and 
boxoffice world. In many respects 
it could serve as a text on the prac- 
tical theatre, with “how to” chap- 
ters on financing a _ production, 
union contracts, buying a house, 
press relations, handling alcoholic 
and temperamental talent, the 
economics of Boston openings and 
stop clauses, and the art of direc- 








Latter’s | 


|cial problems, is to be revived in 
_January, according to its editor- 
‘Donnell. 
| _ First weekly newspaper to be ad- | 
dressed to the teenage group in 
Ireland, The Teenage Times, is be- 
ing readied by Basil Clancy, Ltd., 
| Dublin, publishers of Junior 
| Digest. It will initially be 12) 
| pages. 

| 9 Press Club has been | 
opened in Lisbon, due to initiative | 
‘of Dr. Antonio Ferro, since 1935 
| director pene of the Portuguese 
| Govt. Information Services. Club | 
| is opened to all foreign journalists 
| in or passing through Lisbon. 

Hans Ruesch, native of Naples, 
has just completed a novel called 
Ba of the World,” which will be | 

ublished by Harpers in January. | 
_Ruesch will leave Naples in De- 
_cember with his wife for New | 
| York for a. three months stay. 
| Alan Hynd giving up Park Ave- 
nue home-and-work headquarters 
for estate in Fairfield, Conn.. 
Author set to m.c. new television 
whodunit program starting next 
/month and mulling offer of similar | 
chore on network radio show. | 
| Parade, the Sunday mag supple- | 
ment, will devote its Jan. 1 issue 
to “America Stands at the Mid- | 
Century: A Backward and Forward 
Look. Business, science and me- 
dical leaders will contrib pieces on 
inventions and developments likely 
to be seen in the next 50 years. | 
_ Harry Martin, ex-Varrery mugg 
in Memphis, has resigned as the. 
Amusement Editor of the Memphis. 
Commercial Appeal, to continue. 
with the Economic Cooperation 
Administration in Paris. He was 
on leave for* a temporary chore, 
which has now stretched into a 
permanent post. 





© curious thing took place when he returned to Hollywood. 


Come On Over! 


In England Howard set himself up as a sort of lord of the manor 
and invited all sorts of friends from Hollywood to come along with 
their families to enjoy the English countryside at his expense. But a 
It seems 
that directing, though you may have 20 years of know-how behind you, 
is an orchid that can't stand travel without withering enroute. It was 
before A-bombs, but when he returned to Hollywood Howard might 
just as well have been vaporized. 

The story got around that, despite his fine clothes and his air of a 
bon vivant, Bill was broke. 


Now poverty may be extolled by the Third Order of St. Francis, 
but in Hollywood a communicable disease is preferred. The bread cast 
upon the waters doesn’t seem to return to those shores. It just sinks. 


Or sharks get it. . 
Nice Switch, Nice Pop 

One day Bill received the sad news that his father had died in St. 
Mary's, O. Bill had been named as the sole beneficiary. He wasn't 
willed just a couple of bucks. It was a neat fortune. It would take 
care of him for life. Investigation revealed that Bill's dad had invested 
just about every remittance his son had sent him from Hollywood and 
London. Through the years those acorns had grown to be mighty oaks. 


So today Bill Howard, recovered in health, remarried and looking 
like a million dollars (which, of course, today is no longer big money, 
but substantial) finds himself solvendo, eating of bread supplied from 
his own earlier castings on far-off waters. driving a new Cadillac. 


In fact, at a party the other night involving the top brass of the town, 
when the news of Howard's windfall was first revealed, one studio head 
said: “He was one of the best, but I thought he was dead!” 


“One of the best?” echoed a rival studio head. “Why right now he 
could outdirect anybody on your lot, and most on mine!” 


Added Starter From Down Under 


The eavesdropping associate producers, agents, actresses and blondes 
became alert. Somebody was being praised Howard? Willie How- 


ard, the actor?.. William Howard. Doroth ‘sh d?.. No, 
William K. Howard, the director, — aD CGS See 


Didn't he own a story about a racehorse? 


or something? “Champions Never Die,” 


About Pharlap, the Australian horse whose name meant 
They all 


“lightning” or “wink of the moon,” or something Samoan? 
got busy. 


So by now it looks as if Pharlap might run again. With Howard up, 
of course. Wonderful town Holly wood. ms 
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Novelize Pic Yarns Toronto, Oct. 25 Robert Stillman, indie film pro- - . 2 
Motion Picture Theatres Assn ducer, bought screen rights to Ray- | é in D ll é ary 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. of ry its annual meet- mond R. Morgan’s radio show, ee 
Kenneth Giniger, Prentice-Hall ing at the King Edward hotel here “Queen Fora Day.” Deal calls for —_ neil, ate ellen — , 
editor, is here trying to interest | Nov. 1. Agenda includes election of a substantial cash payment plus a While the distribs are willing to with that of the exhibs. — of 
studios in subsidizing writers to Officers as well as reports on the Share of the profits. make what they consider generous the expenditure is = one > 
turn film yarns into novels. -recent Ottawa gatherings of the Shooting starts in January with contributions to the all-industry fall oa atoti A aan 
“Hollywood,” Giniger said, “has | National Committee of Motion Pic- Jack Bailey. emcee of the airshow, Public relations program, they feel = - f vs vi ‘ a eae 
cornered most of the potentially ture Exhibitors Assns. of Canada playing a featured role in the that a good share of the financing | * = » d a een ae ared to 
great writers who are not going to and the Canadian Motion Picture screen version. should come from the nation’s the- eee it = 7 ates 
quit $1,500-$2,000 weekly jobs to do Industry Council. ‘atre operators. Using the exhibs’ ™®e' ™- ; 
novels on spec. Publishers can- Meanwhile, members are all j}own figures on the investment in However, they feel that exhibs 
not afford to pay advances like hepped up over the world preem METRO’S LION WILL ithe theatre end of the business as | should not expect to go along for 
$10,000 which such writers de- of Warners’ Danny Kaye starrer. compared with that in production- g free ride. They point out that 
mand. Solution is for studios to “The Inspector General,” sched distribution. the releasing com- if the exhibitor associations, such 
keep writer on payroll after he uled for the Imperial Nov. 17 ROAR IN GERMANY panies feel that the exhibs should a aan og - gy , 
has turned out screenplay, let him Tagged “Variety Club Theatre make a commensurate cop‘ribution 8% Theatre Owners of Ameri a anc 
turn it into novel form and film Night.” the unveiling will be a Hollywood, Oct. 25 to the public relations fund Allied can get thelr emeny 4 
company could make deal with benefit for the Club’s Vocational Metro is cooking up an invasion Estimated value of the nation’s °° #’0"* ~- —_ Lcehagy oa at 
. publisher.” Training School for Crippled Chil- of Germany, this time with a bar- approximately 18,000 theatre prop ie . Es aa ee 
dren. Kaye will p.a. Warners is rage of publicit preparatory to eres is $2,000,000,000. Investment — , 
———— — ~  |f donating the pic and Famous Play resuming its own sales and distri- in studios, homeoffices, exchanges, . Financing is the next big prob- 
. ers providing the house cuffo bution operations in that territory. ©" owned by the producing-dis- ‘'©™ regarding the public relations 
TOA Meeting The Motion Picture Export Assn, “ibuting end of the industry is a at the — 
, , —— which has bee ; te rican, e@Stimated at around $160,000,000. ‘TY meet in licago in ugust. 
— ae Gee © Metro Eyes ‘Look, Ma’ film letetiadtion teak titan aaaaie Exhibs have used these figures to Recognized as having controversial 
now broadening their campaign to 4 ont ion. 9 , “* illustrate their great stake when ®%gles, it has hardly been touched 
force distribs to abandon plans for Hollywood, Oct 25 = : the distribs seek better terms for ©” @5 yet. It was thought prefer- 
upped admissions. Heading the “Look, Ma, I'm Dancing.” which Personal letters to film exhibi- product, and the distribs now feel able to get a permanent organiza- 
strategy group is Sam Pinanski, George Abbott produced with tors in Germany have been sent by that the same reasoning applies in ton started before perhaps jet- 
TOA prez. Others attending wili Naney Walker starring on Broad- Arthur M. Loew, chief of Loew's doing an overall job for the benefit ‘soning it on the reef of financing. 
be Arthur Lockwood, board chair- | “@Y. ™4) be purchased by Metro. International in addition, the of the industry In any case, leaders of the pub- 
man; Leonard Goldenson, Si Fa- Johnny Maschio, agent. left for Company is sending 15,000 colored That does not mean that the pic- relations movement point out that 
bian. Gael Sullivan. Ted Gamble. N. Y. Monday (24) night to talk one-sheets, to be posted in all Ger- ture companies have any illusion there's no use in worrying about 
Robert Coyne, Lewen Pizor. Ed- final details with Abbott, whom he man cities, with the legend: “The about the comparative size of their money until they know how much 
ward Zorn, Al Pickus, J J. | represents Metro Lion Roars Again.’ contribution to the campaign fund they'll need. 
O'Leary and Walter Reade, J: EEE —— —_—__ —s . — - ay 
As the hassle is now viewed 
TOA will dispatch an appeal to the TOMORROW 


D ot J tor standard rules govern 
ing selling “in the interest of orde: 
in the industry.’ Distribs will be 
asked to name reps to accompany 
exhibs in their hegira to Washing 
ton. It that request is uoned | 
down, theatre men will go it alone 
4 TOA’s legal guns are already | 
lined up to blast the most serious 
hurdle raised to a uniform code 
that it violated the anti-trust laws 
and again makes distribs comghen | 
tors. Tagging that major company 
argument as “hokum,” TOA 
spokeman declared that “the mere 
concerted action is not illegal.” “lt 
is the intention behind the eo 
that counts,” he added. “If the 
object is open and moral, in this | 
case to rid the industry of chaos, | 
then the action itself is legal.” 
Other Charges 
Preliminary io the meeting, new 
charges are being aired that dis- 
tribs are seeking to fix admission 
prices by indirection. Group. there- 
fore, has added the subject to the 
agenda as one of the developments | 
which it will seek to combat 
Meanwhile, preliminary assaults | 


HOTEL ASTOR 
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have been launched against the! 
distrib positions. Sullivan, é@xec | 
» director of TOA, told members of 


Arkansas - Mississippi - Tennessee 

Theatre Owners in Memphis last 

week that competitive negotiations | 
would start “jungle warfare by cre- | 
ating artificial competitive situa- 
tions for the sake of increased rev- 
enue from film rentals.” 

Divorcement and the breakup of 
theatre partnerships, Sullivan 
opined, could create sales policies 
under the competitive bidding 
practice that would narrow still 
further the profits of exhibs. “If 
we could sit down with each other | 
on this problem of product avail- 
ability and equitable rentals,” he 
said, ‘“‘we will have done one of the | 
most constructive things that can 
happen to the entertainment indus- 
try. TOA is now preparing its 
agenda to take up with distributor 
leaders.” 

Sullivan was backed by Herman 
Levy, TOA’s general counsel, who 
levelled his fire against the use oft 
competitive selling as a way of 
jacking up the rentals. This meth- 
od of licensing pix, he said, should 
be restricted to situations where 
one or more competitors do not 
have sufficient product and there 
is no other way of supplying it. As 
for disclosing the winning bid, one 
eof the TOA planks, the unsuccess- 
ful bidder should have the option 
of determining whether the win- | 
ning offer be made open. 

“If the long view is applied to 
competitive selling, however, it be- 
comes clear that temporary gains 
of this kind will undoubtedly boom- 
erang to the distributors’ disad- 
vantage,’ Levy declared. “This is | 
because eveygtually two or more 
competitive theatres in the same 
area will, by force of circumstances, 





DINNER AND 
DAZZLING STAGE SHOW 


featuring the incomparable 


GEORGE JESSEL 








presiding as master of ceremonies 


plus 


A MAMMOTH STAGE PRESENTATION 


ae 


Nel tameliataiiel script by 


RUSSELL MARKERT ° LESTER KRAMER 


HOLLYWOOD STARS | BROADWAY STARS! 
RADIO STARS! TELEVISION STARS! 


GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


For reservations write or phone 





bid only on the so-called ‘better ' 
pictures and leave the other un- | Variety Club, Hotel Astor 
played.” . 





ticket 
DRESS OPTIONAL 


ALL PROCEEDS TO VARIETY CLUBS’ 


REPUBLIC SHOOTING 57 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Republic’s production for the 
rest of this calendar years calls for 
13 pictures. 
This makes a total of 57 for 1949.. 


WILL ROGERS HOSPITALI 





“~ P00 Ein =. hat 


Say 


AMER “ ee 


“>= a> 


26 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 26, 1949 





Clips from Film Row 
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NEW YORK 

Twentieth-Fox ad-publicity vee- 
pee Charles Einfeld returns to 
the homeoffice late this week 
after three weeks of buddles with 
his field staff and with 20th pro- 
duction execs on the Coast. He 
attended division sales meets in 
Chicago and San Francisco with 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., and Al Licht- 
man before heading for Hollywood, 
where he confabbed with Spyros 
P. Skouras, Darryl! F. Zanuck and 
Joseph H. Moskowitz on ballyhoo 
campaigns for upcoming product. 
During the division sales get- 
togethers, Einfeld detailed to his 
men 20th’s plans for utilizing na- 
tional magazine advertising in a 
new point-of-sale method for the 
forthcoming “Prince of Foxes.” 
Campaign is to cost 20th more than 
$300,000, believed to be the most 
ever spent by the company in 
ballyhooing one picture. 

Leon Brandt, Eagle Lion's ad- 
pub director, in Chicago huddling 
with producer Carl Krueger on 
national ad budgets for the latter's 


“The Golden Gloves Story” which 
EL will release. 

Aaron Copland’s original musical 
score for Paramount’s “The 


Heiress” accepted by the Library 
of Congress with the composer on 
hand to make the presentation. 

Ezra Stern, L. A. showbiz lawyer 
in town for huddies with eastern 
legalites on film biz and to attend 
the Variety Club’s midyear meet 

Henry A. Linet, Universal's ad- 
vertising chief, guest gabber at the 
American Theatre Wing's fall 
seminar on the subject of functions 
of a motion picture advertising and 
publicity dept. 

















Jersey circuit op Harold Blu- 
menthal tapped for president of 
Temple Emanuel, Passaic, with 
Maury Miller, prez of the Jersey 

a 
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branch of the Theatre Owners of 
America, named treasurer. 


Openings of David O. Selznick’s 
“The Fallen Idol” in Boston, Phila- 
delphia and New York next month 
will be preceded by charity preems. 
Carol Reed film will be unveiled 
Nov. 9 at Boston's Esquire for 
benefit of the Children’s Hospital. 
Regular run starts the following 
day at the same house as well as 
at the Pilgrim. Similar bows will 
be made in Philly and New York 
later in the month in behalf of the 
American Women’s Voluntary 
Service and Prescott Neighbor- 
hood House respectively. 

In series of Warner Bros. sales 
promotions, W. O. Williamson, Jr., 
upped from Atlanta branch mana- 
ger to southeastern district mana- 
ger, succeeding John Kirby. Lat- 
ter was recently promoted to 
southern division manager. Ralph 
J. Iannuzzi upped from branch 
manager in Charlotte to succeed 
Williamson as Atlanta branch 
manager. Frank Neel, salesman, 
succeeds Iannuzzi. 

David Goldman upped by Uni- 
versal to branch manager of 
Milwaukee exchange. Goldman, 
formerly a salesman, succeeds the 
late John F. Bannan. 


ST. LOUIS 


Walter A. Thimmig, 62, vet ex 
hibitor here announced he had re- 
tired after operating theatres in 
St. Louis, Illinois and Kansas for 
40 years. Thimmig’s last theatre, 
the McNair, indie in South St. 
Louis, leased for 10 years to Dave 
Nelson. 

E. E. Hopkins, Lebanon, 
lighted new drive-in, one of small- 
est in state, near Camdenton, Mo. 

James Fenoglio, manager of 
Frisina Amus.’ Roxy, Shelbyville, 
lll., resigned to operate Aida, 
Oglesby, Ill., recently purchased 
from John Clydesdale, John Green- 
more, Springfield, Ill., succeeds 
Fenoglio. 

George P. Thye. who sold his 
Strand, Perrys mo., to ©. RR. 
Paisley, purchased State, Oquawka, 
Ill. 

Flora 
awarded 





Flora, TIil., 
new $00- 


Co., 
for 


Amus 
contract 


Tll., 
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Or any part of Europe? 
Let us solve your food problem. 
We serve the American theatrical 
and film colony abroad with all 


their food requirements. 





Shipped anywhere in the world. 


Order from our carefully prepared 


selections or specify the foods you 


want and we'll do the rest. 


fresh meats 


for the first time. FRESH (not tinned) 


FOODS shipped to Great Britain 
with our guarantee of SAFE DELIVERY 


or your money refunded. 


overseas food parcels 


A very trying food situation still exists 
in Europe and Great Britain. You will want 
to send your friends and relatives the food 
they need and want. Let us do it for you 


quickly, economically, safely. 


Don’t wait—Order now. Send for Catalog VI 


Fraser, 


56 ine 


119 W. 57th St., New York 19,N.Y. Phone Circle 6-456] 


In Europe, order direct from our London office 
49 VICTORIA ST, LONDON S.W.1 « TEL: ABBEY 3858 


H. H. Wood, Memphis, Tenn., 
sold the Esquire, Cape Girardeau, 


Mo., to Irving and William Dubin- | 
sky, St. Louis. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Harry LaVine, former Mono- | 
gram sales manager for metropoli-| 
tan New Jersey area, acquired 
franchise for Favorite Films in 
Philadelphia. 

A 1,000-car drive-in is being 
readied for spring opening on 
Lincoln Highway, four miles East 
of Lancaster, Pa., by Harry Chert- | 
coff. Will cost about $200,000. 

Sam Stiefel honored at lunch- | 
eon and screening in Variety Club 
for his new pic, “The Big Wheel.” 
Was in nature of welcome home 
party for Stiefel, Philadelphian 
who turned Hollywood producer. 

Ever since the success of pub- 
lic appearance build-up for “Mid- 
night Kiss,” city has become star- 
conscious. Gale Storm came in for 
opening of “Abandoned,” at Stan- 
ton, and Peter Lawford is slated 
for P. A. at Goldman when “Red 
Danube” preems at that house, 
Oct. 26. 

Film row watching with interest | 
William Goldman's slash of film 
prices from 70c. to 50c. for 1,000 
balcony seats in newly-acquired 
State, big W. Philly key nabe. 
Admish cut is first in town since 
before the war and industry here is 
waiting to see what action, distribs 


| might take. 


Ralph Pries, of National Theatre 
will hold over-all chair- 
manship for 1949-50 charity drive 
of Variety Club, Tent 13 
Philadelphia amusement taxes 
for first nine months of 1949 were 
$2,939,925 compared with $3,066,- 
960 for same period last year. 


Supply 
IMP Pals 


DETROIT 

Ray Branch, of Hastings, Mich.., 
honored at testimonial dinner in 
tribute to his 20 years as president 
of Allied Theatres of Michigan, Inc. 
He is Michigan’s representative on 
Allied national board. Following 
new officers were named, Ed John- 
son, president; R. W. Beechler, 
veepee, and Irving Belinsky, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Jam Handy Organization added 
Townley A. Ellington to sales con- 
tact department, and Jerome H. 
Warner to editorial staff on pix and 
stage shows. 

Newest picture house here is the 
Booker T, 1,500-seater, operated 
by Korman Theatres. Will try to 
get top films and cater to Negro 
population of the Eastside. The- 
atre. will open daily at 5:30 p.m. 
and close at 6 a.m., since near big 
industrial district and striving for 
late shift patrons. 

Oak Drive-In, Detroit's newest 
ozzoner, launched Oct. 21. 

Danny Kaye made _ honorary 
member of University of Michigan 
pan-Hellenic Assn., governing body 
of the schools’ sororities. He is 
only male member. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Frank Mantzke, head of Home 
Theatres, buying and booking com- 
bine, told members at annual meet- 
ing here the outlook for territory’s 
independent exhibitors is exceed- 
ingly bright. 

After get-together with Ted 
O’Shea and J. J. Donahue, Para- 
mount assistant general sales and 
central division managers, who 
came here on poets mission, 
Bennie Berger, North Central Al- 
lied prexy, and his organization, 
which has been warring with Par 
| for more than two years because of 
alleged excessive rental demands, 
finally buried hatchet. 

Beaux Arts, St. Paul indepen- 
dent nabe house, asking for 39- 
or clearance in place of present 


Peter Campbell, Valhalla, N. D., 
here to pick up seats for his new 
theatre there. 

Leo Peterson, Rapid City, S. D., 





in 18 months. 

A new premium and picture 
—y company has just bowed 
ere under the baton of Frank 
Fisher, formerly a salesman with 
Milwaukee's National Screen Serv- 
ice. 
Exhibitors Poster Service. 

Theatre Service Co., with Harry 
Perlewitz and Edward Vollendorf 
in charge, moved. 


BOSTON 


Annual fund-raising drive of 
Variety Club of New England had 
|its kick-off with a 
film salesmen and branch man- 








| agers. 
| Herbert Philbrick appointed 
_advertising and sales promotion 


manager of Maintain Store Engi- 
neering Service effective Nov. 1. 
He has been with M&P Theatres 
|a8 assistant to Harry Browning, 
jad director Boston film division 
of Combined Jewish Appeal held 


exhibitor, long ill, here on first trip 


luncheon for | 


seater in that city where it now op-|its annual dinner at Statler with | 
| erates the Florine, and ~. 
Frisina Amus. Co., face g its 


| Capitol, Brideport, Ill. ‘four hosts who sponsored 


Si Fabian the chief speaker. Chair- 


‘man was Lawrence Laskey and = 


dinner were Arthur Lockwood, 
Herman Rifkin, Samuel Pinanski 
and Nathan Yamins. 

The double-feature, long one of 
his region's headaches, may 


| t 
| doomed in the Hub if a poll taken | 
week by RKO Memorial | 
Polled payees 


this 
proves accurate. 
went for the big feature with shorts 
by big margin. Manager Ben Do- 


| mingo and Red King are figuring | 


of opin- 


on a much larger sampling o 
idea of 


ion to get more detaile 
tastes. 


ALBANY 


Ban on Sunday films in village 
Schoharie, near here, lifted 
the unanimous action 
of board of trustees. Trustees 
announced the village - owned 
Schoharie theatre would be sold 
for $5,000 to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Burgess. Mrs. Burgess being head 
of Conery Theatres. Burgesses 
refused to purchase~ house until 
Sabbath ban was removed. 
Donald Kranze transferred to 
Buffalo district as salesman by 
Paramount. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Irving Ackerman and Herbert 
Rosener signed 15-year lease for 
500-seat Guild on Market Street. 
They will operate the house with 
W. C. Field comedy reissues, to 
start—Guild was a Robert Lippert 
theatre and is next to the Center 
which Ackerman and Rosener al- 
so operate. 


Allied Split 


Continued from page 5 


of 
through 

















hib organization should chance no 
cooperation with distribs. 

First vote by the board is un- 
derstood to have given a majority 
to those in opposition to the com- 
mittee of seven. When tempers 
had just about hit boiling point, 
Nathan Yamins, Fall River, Mass., 
exhib and former Allied prez, sug- 
gested the compromise of a “‘one- 
vear triai’ that proved the solu- 
tion. 

9 Groups OK Plan 

Result is that all nine groups, 
whose unanimity is required be- 
fore the next step in mapping the 
all-industry pub relations project 
could be taken, have given their 
okay. Only exception technically 
is the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, which has repeatedly in- 
dicated informal approval and will 
probably make it formal at a 
board meeting as quickly as pos- 
sible after prexy Eric Johnston re- 
turns from Europe this weekend. 

Allied’s nod means Ned Depinet, 
who was named interim chairman 
at the Chicago session, can now 
,call a powwow of all nine groups 
in Washington in November, as 
| was planned, as soon as unanimous 
| affirmation is given. Allied will be 
| represented in the capital powwow 
| by William L. Ainsworth, its prexy, 
who was on the ad interim com- 
/mittee and was named by the 
board to continue in that position. 
| Reservations recommended by 
| Allied’s committee of seven in go- 
| ing along with project—aside from 
| the one-year trial angle—will mean 
that the setup that comes out of 
Washington powwow probably will 
be considerably different from that 


envisioned by most of those who | 


were in Chicago. Committee rec- 
ommendations approved by board 
| pointedly state: “As regards the 
‘nature of a permanent organiza- 
|tion to be created to carry out 
| program, we do not think a large 
and expensive organization is need- 








‘Black Magic’ 


Continued from page 6 


| sults will be carefully watched. 


The setup by which Loew’s and 


be RKO automatically get first crack 


at every film has long been under 
attack by distribs and other cir- 
cuits, and there has been recurring 
talk of setting up a third chain by 
combining the indie houses as UA 
has done. If results are good, other 
distribs can be expected to follow 
suit, so the UA move may have a 


| very significant effect on the whole 
| New York booking pattern. 


It will 
mean a serious nick to Loew’s and 
RKO, too, since they'll have an- 
other first-run feature in competi- 
tion to them that week. 

UA is hoping to get $190,000 or 
$200,000 out of the metropolitan 
area as a result of the booking 
That would be considered by al! 
distribs a very good sum, and 
wouldinsure further such bookings 
Ordinarily they get $300,000 or 
over out of the New York territory 
on a top-billed pic the long end of 
the week. It plays percentage. A 
co-billed film averages about $150.- 
000, since the percentage is split 
between the two pictures. Bottom 
of the bill pice gets flat rental, 
which generally amounts to about 
$75,000. UA, if it achieves what is 
expects, will hit somewhere be- 
tween what it would earn on co- 
billing and top billing. 


Warrick Subs Bruce 
In Hassle Over Coin 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 

Ruth Warrick took over the 
femme lead in “Beauty on Parade” 
at Columbia, replacing Virginia 
Bruce, originally assigned to the 
role. Studio spokesman said Miss 
Bruce agreed to play the role for 
a stipulated sum but later her 
agent demanded more coin after 
reading the script. 

Wallace MacDonald is producing 
“Beauty,” with Lew Landers di- 
recting. 
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ed for the best interests of the 
industry. We are only interested | 
,in promoting cooperation and | 
understanding among participating | 
organizations in the public rela- | 
| tions field, not in setting up a mo- 
tion picture bureaucracy or in cre- | 
ating jobs.” 


serves the right at any and all 
times to take whatever action it 
may see fit in the interests of its 
members and in carrying out pur- 
| poses as set forth in its constitu- 
|tion, anything in the public re- 
lations program to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 


/was made clear otherwise in a 
Statement that “there is an area 
'of common interest in the public 
relations field in which Allied can 
properly cooperate ... we believe 
Allied has acquired a stature and 
achieved a position of strength and 
influence which make its participa- 


tion essential to success of any | 


program.” 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
OLIVIA MONTGOMERY RALPH 
deHAVILLAND CLIFT RICHARDSON 
in William Wyler's 
“THE HEIRESS” 
with MIRIAM HOPKINS 
A Paramount Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





| “Primary and inflexible — 
tion” of Allied’s participation in | 


Fisher's firm is known as the | Project, was agreed, “Allied re-| 





Committee’s desire to participate | 


emt = 

OvReTL F. ZANUCK 
Owected by 

ELIA RAZA 


fer 
JEANNE CRAIN 

BARRYMORE 
ETHEL WATERS 





Paul DOUGLAS - Linda DARNELL 
Celeste HOLM - Charlies COBURN 


“EVERYBODY DOES IT” 


A 206th Century-Fox Picture 
On Stage—ETHEL WATERS 


Extra! 
MARY BETH HUGHES and DAVID STREET 
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~ RADIO'S $59,000,000 TALENT BILL 


October Jitters 


Those jitters and accompanying shivers prevailing on an execu- 
tive level around NBC headquarters these days don’t stem from 


dv 





October breezes wafting through open windows, 


but rather from 


recurrent rumors as to top-shelf realignments and possible axings. 


The Booz, 


Allen & Hamilton survey on administrative reorganiza- 


tion has been completed and is currently being studied as a prelude 


to action. 


comes simultaneously with the ascendancy of 
Niles Trammell 


into the presidency, with 


board chairmanship. 


As though that were not sufficient cause for jitters, it 


Joseph H. McConnell 
moving into the NBC 


Names of possible casualties are being tossed about freely and 


just as vehemently being 
know just how, 
sion mounts daily. 
Similarly a “wait-and-see” 
headquarters. 


denied 
when or if executive heads will fall. 


Actually, no one appears to 


But the ten- 


atmosphere of jitters pervades at CBS 
The report is that Columbia board chairman Wil- 


liam S. Paley is far from content over the present state of open 


time and current stalemate on filling the costly gaps. 
stated that he intends to apply the 


It’s further 


“Paley touch” in a bid to wipe 


out the $6,000,000 open-time situation, but just how this will trans- 
late itself is cueing the wave of apprehension. 








Drive Due on Large Out-of-Home 


Listenership; Boon to AM vs. TV 


The importance of out-of-home? 


which previously have 
not been included in circulation 
figures or sold by stations and 
webs, is the theme of a campaign 
which WNEW., N. Y., will launch in 
10 days. The indie has become the 
first subscriber to the new survey 
by The Pulse which covers 0.0.h. 
audiences and is prepping a full- 
scale drive which it believes will 
help the entire AM industry. 

The first quatrerly o.0.h. study, 
conducted in N. Y. in August, 
found that 24% of the population 
listens outside the home on an 
average weekday, in autos, at work, 
in restaurants, friends’ houses, etc. 
On a weekday, 2,750,000 New York- 
ers listen outside the home, and 


listeners. 


on Sunday the figure climbs to 3,- 


350,000, Pulse reports. 

In addition to showing this 
large, hitherto - uncounted audi- 
ence, the data is viewed as being 
a big boon to AM, because the man 
with a portable or a car radio isn't 
able to switch to video. 

The pattern of 0.0.h. listening is 
often in contrast with that of at- 
home listening. While at-home 
audiences decline between 11 a.m. 


and 2 pm., o.o.h. audiences in- 
crease. Against a moderate after- 
noon increase in at-home audi- 
ences, the ooh. figures soar 


sharply when there are baseball 
games. While sets-in-use at homes 


(Continued on page 30) 


What's the Matter 
With CBS’ ‘Luigi’ 





CBS, reappraising its 12 open 


half-hour periods, is beginning to 
wonder what you have to do to 
sell a show. Particularly in the 
case of a sustainer that, on the 
basis of the last Hooper, has man- 
aged to hit a 9.8 even though 
stacked up against the Fibber Mc- 
Gee & Molly Tuesday night com- 
petition from NBC. 

Case in point is “Life With 
Luigi,” which currently outranks 
in audience draw 78 of the com- 
mercial airers now riding the kilo- 
cycles. It’s recalled, too, that even 
during the summer doldrums, 
“Luigi” as a,Sunday night CBS at- 
traction was pulling a 10 rating. 

Columbia in recent weeks has 
been making a determined pitch 
to sell the show, but thus far no 
takers. 


WOV Control from Leigh 
To 0’Dea Approved 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
FCC yesterday (Mon.) granted 
Victory Broadcasting Co. consent 
to transfer control of WOV, New 
York, from N. Joseph Leigh to 
Richard E O'Dea. Deal was con- 





summated through a stock trans-. 


action. 


Leigh originally held 51° and 


O'Dea 33° of the common stock. | 





Birds Without Strings 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

American Radio Warblers, one 
of the few network shows without 
talent troubles, returned to the 
Mutual web Sun. (23) at 12:15 
p.m. (CST). American Bird Prod- 
ucts will bankroll the weekly 15- 
minute segment, in which canaries 
“do all their own singing,” with- 
out aid of recordings. devices and 
personal agents. 

Weston-Barnett agency handles. 


NBC, CBS Split 
Nighttime Leads; 
ABC No. | Friday 


Binougn the new Hoopers give 
CBS the advantage on the overall 
weekly nighttime ratings (9.7 as 
against NBC's 8.1) a breakdown re- 
veals that NBC and CBS each hold 
a three-night leadership, with ABC 
projected ‘nto No. 1 rating spot on 
Friday nights. 

Here is the night-to-night Hooper 
averages breakdown: 

Sunday: CBS leads with 11.4, 
with ABC in second position with 





+8.0; NBC third with 7.4, and Mutual 
| fourth, with 6.8. 


Monday: This, too, is Colum- 


'bia’s night, almost by a landslide, 
' thanks to the “Lux Radio Theatre”- 


“Godfrey Talent Scouts’-“My 
Friend Irma” parley. CBS has a 
Monday average of 13.5, as against 
5.7 for NBC, 5.2 for ABC and 3.2 
for Mutual. 

Tuesday: NBC out in front with 
10.3; CBS second with 8.2, ABC 
third with 5.8 and Mutual frailing 
with 3.5. 


Wednesday: Also gives NBC the 





‘ANS SPHER 
HARD 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Radio Ss 


HERE 





spend 
49-'50 
four-network program- 


bankroliers will 


$1,180,500 a week during the 


'season for 


ming. That's strictly for talent, ex- 


clusive of time charges. The time 


charges this year will pour an ap- 


proximate $190,000,000 into the 
NBC, CBS, ABC and Mutual 
| coffers. 


Projected on an annual basis, the 
talent costs (see chart on Pages 42 
and 43 of this issue) will amount to 
$59,025,000 
30 of the top-budgeted shows on the 
four webs are committed to either 
39 or 42-week contracts, the 
amount spent on sponsored s1m- 
mer replacements and transcribed 
programs sold to stations on a local 
basis more than maintains the $59,- 


200,000 talent-production outlay. 


Last season the annual four-net- 
work talent bill amounted to $69.,- 
027,000. The $10,000,000 drop in 
th "49-50 outlay reflects the 
tighter budgets, which in turn have 
cued the trend toward lower-budg- 
eted shows, and the fact that there 
are fewer coast-to-coast sponsors in 
comparison with last year. (CBS, 
for example, has 11 open half- 
hours and NBC, completely sold out 
in previous years, has five 30-min- 
ute open periods.) 

Second Highest Tab 


Nevertheless, the $59,000,000 
taient bill for this season is offered 
in refutation of the claim that radio 
is on the way out in the wake of 
ithe TV ascendancy. While it’s 
true that some sponsors, such as 
Ford and Philco, for example, have 
deserted the AM medium in favor 
of video programming, the fact re- 
|; mains that the talent iab for this 
season is the second highest in 
radio’s history. 

Actually, advertiser expenditures 
in television for 1949 will hit a 
time-and-talent total of $28,000,000, 
a figure projected at the recent 
NBC convention at White Sulphur 
Springs by exec veepee Charles R. 
Denny. This contrasts with the 
radio four-network time ($190,000,- 
000) and talent ($59,000,000) total 
bill of $249,000,000. 

On that basis, it’s conceded, 
radio's state of health and affluence 
would indicate that AM drumbeat- 
ers are justified in their contention 


While an approximate | 


'WJJD, 


that the strictly-audio medium will . 


remain a potent sales force for 
years to come; that with video still 
limited to the key markets embrac- 
ing a third of the nation, the AM 
sphere of influence has as yet 
hardly been dented. 


De Soto Set To 





| Inherit Groucho 


advantage, its 8.9 nosing out CBS’ | 


8.5. ABC is third with 5.6 and 
Mutual fourth with 3.5. 

Thursday: 
with an overall 10.0 rating. NBC 
is second with 7.0; ABC third with 
5.3 and Mutual fourth with 2.0. 

Friday: ABC moves out in front 
with an 8.3 average. NBC is second 
(7.7), CBS third (6.0) and Mutual 
fourth (2.3). 

Saturday: NBC cops the honors 
with 9.2. CBS is second with 8.1; 
Mutual third with 5.3, and APC 
fourth with 3.2. 


Roslow to Preem No. 8 


Sidney Roslow’s Pulse rating or- 
ganization is again expanding, and 
by the first of the year, when he 
moves into the San Francisco rat- 
ing picture, he'll be represented 
by an eight-city spread. 

Roslow is already entrenched in 
Los Angeles, coming up this week 
with his third report on local rat- 





ings. He left over the weekend 
for further study of the Coast 
situation. 


Starting with his N. Y. local set- 
up, Roslow has expanded to Phila- 
deiphia, Boston, Washington, Bal- 
timore, Chicago and Detroit. 


This is CBS night. 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 

Groucho Marx's “You Bet Your 
Life’ will have a new sponsor after 
the first of the year. De Soto has 
the best chance to get the show 
Elgin-American, sponsor for past 
two years, drops out at the close 
of the current cycle 

John Guedel, co-owner of the 
show with Marx, conferred Monday 
(24) with Ben Duffy, BBD&O pres- 
ident, reportedly reaching agree- 
ment us terms. Agency handles 
De Soto billing for Chrysler 

De Soto currently is coupled 
with Plymouth in sponsorshio of 
“Hit The Jackpot” on CBS. Marx 
and Guedel unsuccessfully tried to 
get Elgin-American to release the 
show before the start of the 
a season. 





ee 


Mutual Ups Wagner 


Harold M. Wagner has been 
upped from Mutual's director of 
traffic-operations to manager of 
program operations. working under 
program veepee Bill Fineshriber. 

Reporting to Wagner wil! be pro- 
gram traffic, program supervision 
and commercial service staffers, 





Ayer-to-Burnett 


N. W. Ayer has lost the 
Post Sova account to the 


Kellogg 
Leo Bur- 


nett agency in Chicago 

However, the TV billings repre 
sented by the Irene Wicker “Sing 
ing Lady show will remain with 
Ayer until February. 





Everybody Loves 
Everyone Else, 
Except in N. Y. 


This is the era when radio sta 
tions have shed their aniipatiny to- 
ward buying time on other stations 


The practice has become prevalent 
around the country—although in 
New York City, the top competi 
tive market of them all, the re- 
sistance still abounds. 

The revelation last week that 
KITE, the daytime station in San 


Antonio, was urging its listeners 
to switch their dials at signoff time 
to WOAI, the clear channel NBC 
outlet there, under a deal whereby 
the WOAT promotion department 
purchases the KITE time, only 
serves to highlight a “good neigh- 
bor policy” that’s been on the in 
crease in recent months. 

Perhaps even more revealing is 
the situation that prevailed during 
the past six months in Chicago 
which goes off the air at 
night, had a contract for the Chi 
White Sox play-by-play schedule 
To retain its franchise on the lu 
crative business, WJJD bought 
time on WIND (with attendant 
cross plugs’) for broadcast of the 
night games. It was a case, tuo 
where both WJJD and WIND 
cashed in on “adjacency” DuSsness 

WHDH, the Boston indie, for 
some time has been making a 
practice of buying time on other 
Hub outlets to plug the stations. 

No one yet, however, has been 
able to break down the alvofness 
existing in New York As an il- 
lustration, WNEW has sought in 
vain to buy closing announcements 
on TY stations. om it's no dice. 


BURROWS IN RADIO 
EXIT FOR TV BUILDUP 


CBS will drop its Friday night 
“Breakfast with Burrows” radio 
show after this week (28) to build 


a new half-hour television pro- 
gram around comedian Abe Bur- 
jrows. AM show has been on the 


air several months without a spen- 


sor. It's to be replaced by “Crime 
Correspondent,” originating in 
Hollywood. 


Burrows will write, produce and 
star in the TV package, which is 
siated for an _ early 
preem. Comic is also one ct the 
regular panclists on CBS-TV's Sun- 
day night “This Is Show Business.” 


Women B’casters In 
‘Look Ahead’ Session 


Assn. of Women Broadcasters 
will hold its Second District con- 
ference on the theme, “The 
Woman Broadcaster Looks Ahead,” 
at N. Y's Hotel Astor, Nov. 5-6. 
Panel discussions on the first day 





will cover “This Week's Pay- 
check, Who Earns It and Who 
Pays” and “Tomorrow's Pot of 


Gold—TV.” 


Among the participants will be 


Maurice Mitchell, Broadcast Ad- 
'vertising Bureau director; Jack 
Poppele, WOR, N. Y.. vp.; Ger- 


trude Grover, WHCU, Ithaca; Bar- 
bara Welles, WOR: Nancy Craig. 
ABC; Linnea Nelson, J. Walter 
Thompson; Geraldine Zorbaugh, 
ABC; and Dorothy Doan, CBS-TV 
Sally Work is District 2 chairman: 
and Dorothy > vice-chair- 
men, 


om 


|had planned 





Y DENTED Money While Bling Up TV Rival 


+ 


A strange anomaly presents itself 
to the industry today—a situation 
where radio is playing a major role 
in helping to build up its TV com- 
petition. On the other hand, the 
buildup has snowballed into a lu- 
erative source of income for the 
radio stations, and in an era of 
dwindling AM billings, the stations 
are taking no chances looking a 
video gift horse in the mouth 


The additional source of income 
to the radio stations is coming from 
the TV manufacturers themselves. 


Such outfits as RCA, Philco, Muntz 
TV, Hallicrafters, Admiral, ete., 
are channelling more and more 


coin into radio spots to plug their 
product. Practice of the companies 
is to pick out one AM station in 
each of the key TV markets around 
the country. 

It's known, for example, that 
WNEW, New York, has hypoed its 
annual billings to the tune of $250,- 


000 through the TV set plugs. 
Commensurate billings are report- 
ed by other stations in key TV 
cities. 

WNEW, for one. figures in ac- 
cepting the biz it has nothing to 
fear from the TV upsurge; that a 
station with the distinctive AM for- 
mula achieved by WNEW will be 


around for many years, regardless 
of video's ascendancy. 

While Admiral, Phileo. RCA, 
Westinghouse, etc., are plunging 
heavily into video production as 
well, it’s figured that the majority 
of potential customers for TV sets 
will come from radio audiences. 
In effect, the TV set manufacturers 
are in video to sell entertainment. 
But they're in radio to sell sets. 


Oil, Money Don’t 
Mix for Columbia 


CBS is beginning to find that oil 
and money don't mix. At least as 
far as Columbia coin is concerned. 

For the second time within a 
month the network last week was 
on the verge of latching on to 
sponsorship of a half-hour oil com- 
pany show when the prospective 
client had a change of heart and 
called the deal off. Initiaily it was 
Standard Oil of New Jersey, which 
converting about 


| $750,000 into time and talent for 


December | 


‘an Andre. Kostelanetz Sunday 
aftergpon show on CBS. Along 
came the British pound devalua- 


tion and out went the negotiations. 


Last week Sinclair Oil was en- 
thusiastic about picking up the tab 
for the CBS built “Escape” sus- 
pense show. In this instance, too, 
the international ramifications of 
devaluation was the factor in Sin- 
clair changing its mind. 


’ . 
WOV’s Hartley Flying 
To Italy on a Two-Fold 
Biz, Goodwill Mission 

Arnold Hartley, WOV, N. Y., 
program manager and partnered in 
the Italian-language operation, flies 
to Italy Nov. 1 on a two-fold mis- 
sion of expanding the station's 
Rome studios and to initiate a new 
pattern in foreign advertiser rela- 
tions. 

Hartley will confer with the 
heads of Italian firms who are anxi- 
ous to establish their products in 
America, with particular accent on 
the vast Itailan market in New 
York, but who lack any knowledge 
of American advertising methods. 
Thus WOV will be acting as @ 
clearing house and a N. Y. base of 
operation for Italian execs 

Move also ties in with the Gov- 
ernment's desire to aid the Italian 
economy. 

As chairman of the Foreign 
Language Subcommittee of the 
NAB. Hartley will also hud- 
die abroad with Ed Gruskin, chief 
ECA radio officer, on a project 
of foreign language exchange pro- 
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‘Hold 


Cuba in Check’ NAB's New 
Battle Cry on Clear Channel Raids 





Washington, Oct. 25. + 


U. S. broadcasters are up in 
North American Regional Broad- 
casting Agreement (NARBA) con- | 
ference in Montreal. There's fear | 
that Cuban demands for more fre- 
quency space may break down the 
clear channels and also affect U. S. 
use of regional and local frequen- 
cies. 

So aroused were members of 
the NAB at a recent meeting of 
District 4 at Pinehurst, N. C., it 
was learned, that a resolution was 
passed urging the U. S. Govern- 
ment to institute passport controls, 
restrict sugar imports, and adopt 
other measures to hold Cuba in 
check. 

Already, since the _ current 
NARBA expired last March, Cuba 
has put a station on the air with 
5Skw power in Havana (CMCU) | 
on NBC's 660kc channel in New| 
York. As a result, it’s reported, | 
WNBC can hardly be heard be-! 
vond 25 miles of New York. The 
CBS 880ke channel is also being 
used, with consequent effect on the 
signal of WCBS, and demands are 
being made for use of other clears 


arms over what may happen at ac- 


which, if granted, would raise 
havoc with service coverage of 
many of the leading stations in 


the U. 5S 

Even regional frequencies hith- 
erto under U. S. priority are being 
used, according to word here. A 
25kw station in Havana on the 
630ke frequency is said to be in 
operation and severely limiting the 
signal of station WMAL in Wash- 
ington. 

In some quarters it’s feared that 
concessions involving one or clear 
channels would have a chain-reac- 
tion é@ffect which might result in 
limiting AM service to 25-mile con- 
tours. 

Aithough it’s admitted by some 
observers that Cuba has put the 
U. S. on the defensive there's a 
suspicion that her demands are 
for “horse-trading” purposes. U. S 
delegates fee] that it would be un- 
necessary for Cuba to take over 
other channels if she would use 
the frequencies assigned to her 
more efficiently. It’s pointed out 
that considerable conservation of 
frequency space could be effected 
through the use of directional an- 
tennas. 

It's felt, however, that FCC Com 
missioner Rosel Hyde, heading the 
U. S. delegation, has a firm grasp 
of the situation and that his pa- 
tient but firm manner will result 
in a satisfactory solution. The 
next week or two, it's believed, 
should tell the story. 





‘cation of WLIB in Brooklyn for 
| fulltime 


Custer’s New Pitt Stand 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

S. E. Custer has been named 
manager of WPGH here and takes 
over around end of next week. He 
succeeds Jim MacFarland, station's 
former chief engineer who was 
elevated to the top berth with exit 
of Jim Bellamy last summer. 

Custer .last summer was in 
charge of Waldbridge Park in To- 
ledo, O., which is operated by 
George Harton, one of the three 
owners of WPGH. Harton also 
owns West View Park here. 


Indies Fight 
CBC Control: 


Winnipeg, Oct. 25. 
Stations CJOB (Winnipeg) and 
CFAR (Flin Flon) have joined 
CKRC (Winnipeg) in asking that 
Canadian regulations for broadcast- 





ing come from an_ independent 
board, not from CBC. The two 
requests were made _ separately, 


only four hours apart, in briefs, to 
the Massey Commission. 

The CJOB brief suggested that | 
the special board should contain | 
two members of the Canadian | 
Assn. of Broadcasters, one English | 
and one French; two members of 
CBC, one English and one French; 
and one appointment at large. 

In support of its contention that 
private stations could censor ad- 


vertising submitted to them, the 
CJOB brief claimed the _ station 
had turned down over $25,000 


worth of business since it got its 
license in Mar¢eh, 1946. 
“CJOB has av network 
tions and doesn't receive 
sistance or programs from CBC, 
although our annual payment to 
CBC, which competes with us for 
audience and commercial revenue, 


affilia- 
any as- 


is $1,500. 
“The transcription regulation 
which necessitates one and one- 


half hours of local live talent con- 
sistently, in competition with the 
most highly rated American and 
Canadian programs carried by 
CBC, is unfair.” 

The CFAR brief said “national 
and private radio are essential to 
the development of broadcasting 
in Canada, and since each is essen- 
tial, neither should have jurisdic- 
tional powers over the other. 

“The spirit of competition on a 


WESTINGHOUSE ASKING 
NIX ON OLD WLIB BID 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
Westinghouse Radio Stations, 
‘Inc., asked the FCC last week to 
‘throw out the long-standing appli-| 





operation, with 10kw 
power daytime and 5Skw at night. 
Westinghouse claims the applica- 


WNYC Again Nixed in Bid to Stay 
Up Late for Fi inal Election Results 





Mansfield Vice Allen 
For ‘Voice of America’? 


Washington, Oct: 25. 





tion has been invalidated by the 
recent change in WLIB’s owner- | 
ship. Transfer of WLIB from Mrs. | 
Dorothy Schiff to a company head- | 
ed by Morris Novik, for $150,000, 
was approved last month by the 
Commission. 

Westinghouse is concerned with 
interference which fulltime and 
higher power on WLIB’s 1,190ke 
frequency might cause its WOWO 
station in Fort Wayne, which oper- 
ates on the same wavelength. 
WOWO has had an application 
pending since 1945 to boost its 
power from 10 kw to 50kw. WLIB 
filed a year later. 

Following hearings on the two | 
applications in 1947, Westinghouse | 
filed a petition to reopen the record, 
claiming WLIB had made changes 
in its programming and other poli- 
cies which were at variance with 
representations it had made to the 
Commission. However, company 
said, this petition is now “moot” 
because of the sale of WLIB. 








Sports Network Now 
Boasting 116 Indie 
Stations in Setup 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

The newly-formed Sports Broad- 
casting Network now counts a total 
of 116 indie stations ranging from 
Burlington, Vt., to Biloxi, Miss., 
and as far west as Little Rock, 
Ark. 

Sparked by WPEN in this city, 
the sports web has contracted to 
pick up all the pro _ basketball 
games of the Philadelphia War- 
riors, at home and away; the games 
of the pro-grid champion Phila- 
delphia Eagles, at home and away; 
the fights at both the Arena and 
Convention Hall in this city, and 
are dickering for the basketball 
double-headers from Madison 
Square Garden. 

Under the setup, each station is 
privileged to sell the programs to 
local or other buyers, or any way 
they choose. The stations have 
been spotted so that they run from 
a minimum of 40 miles to a maxi- | 
mum of 100 miles apart, to’ cut 
‘down line charges. Each station 
picks up the broadcasts from the 
nearest member of the web. 

Although it hasn’t been an- 
| nounced as yet. a potent factor in 


‘fair basis between national and pri-| lining up member stations has 
| vate radio would spearhead a new been the fact that the web next 
phase of radio development for the | year will also carry the baseball | 
Canadian people. In our opinion games of the Philadelphia Phillies, | 
the system of a separate regula- | National League club that wound 
tory body, responsible to Parlia-| UP in third place this year in the 


Canadian Musicians In 
Favor of Present CBC 


Public Ownership 


. Winnipeg, Oct. 35. 

Winnipeg Musicians Assn. has 
gone on record as favoring contin- 
uing public ownership of CBC with 
full control over issuing licenses 
for the operation of all broadcast- 
ing stations. 

In a brief to the Massey Com- 
mission, the musicians said the in- 
terests of the Canadian people 


were being well served under the ployment of Negroes in broadcast- | 


present CBC setup. 

Their brief said “of the total 
amount of money earned by the 
musicians from radio broadcasting 
covering 1947-48 and taking in all 
radio stations in this region em- 

loying musicians on a sustaining 

asis, less than 5° was provided 
by privately owned stations. 

“Finding ways and means of in- 
creasing the amount of money 
available to CBC for operation of 
the network from sources other 
than the sale of time to commer- 
cial sponsors would be beneficial 
from the listeners’ point of view. 

“The CBC is the largest employ- 
er of musical talent in this region 
and due to the setup under which 
it operates, this association has 
been able to obtain fair rates of 


ment, is the sound stable system 
for the effective growth of Cana- 
dian radio.” 





More Hiring of Negroes 
In B’casting Is Urged; 
‘Blacklist’ Also Scored 


A meeting to urge increased em- 


ing and support for radio unions, 


and to protest the alleged “black- | 


list’’ against individuals in the field, 
was sponsored Saturday (22) by the 
Voice of Freedom, the Committee 
for the Negro in the Arts. and the 
National Council of the Arts, Sci- 
a and Professions at Town 

all. 

iroups published a broadside 
which reproduced newspaper clip- 
pings, statements by  broadca-t 
guilds and a message from William 
M. Sweets, former director of 
“Counter-Spy” and “Gangbusters,”’ 


around whose resignation from the | 


Phillips H. Lord shows the “black- 
list” issue was first raised. 

“It is not the people whose 
names are on blacklists.” the 


senior circuit. The Phil's games 
previously were aired over WIBG, 
| Philadelphia. 

| Albert J. Sylk, president of 
| WPEN, is president of the sports 
|net; Jack Rensel, account execu- 
tive at the Weightman Agency, is 
vice-president, and Del Parkes is 
production manager. 


_ WGBB’s ‘Count Me in’ 


Freeport, N. Y. 
Editor, Variety: 

In a recent issue of Variety you 
carried a very interesting story 
under the heading “Appraising 
Commuter Stations.” I regret to. 
say that you overlooked WGBB. 

We call ourselves “The Long Is- | 
land Station” and believe we 
should have been included, for the 
following reasons: 

1. We are the oldest station on 
Long Island, celebrating our 25th 
year on the air this year. 

2. The only Long Island station 
on the air night and day. 








With Assistant Secretary of State 


George V. Allen slated to become | 
new | 


Ambassador to Yugoslavia, 
mari will head the overseas “Voice 


of America” and cultural, informa- | 


tional motion picture work for the 


| State Department. 


Drew Pearson predicted on air 
Sunday (23) the successor will be 
Rep. Mike J. Mansfield, New Deal 
congressman from Montana. Mans- 
field is a liberal who follows the 
administration policies and _ so 
would be likely to continue the 
present type of “Voice” programs 
and to make no cuts in the cultural 


| film work. 





CBS Target Of 
Church Council 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
The American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches claims CBS doesn’t 
give it fair treatment. In a peti- 


| tion filed last week with the FCC 
| the Council charged the web “dis- 


criminates against significant min- 
ority denominations and minority ' 
opinions” and favors only the 
large elements of the Protestant 
church. 

The CBS program, “Church of 


the Air,” was termed by the Coun- 
cil “a blend of all religions” which 
in no way represents the historic 
viewpoint of the Protestant posi- 
tion. The web was said to have be- 
come “the agency and tool” of par- 
ticular interests opposed to the 
position of the Council. 

Specifically, said the Council, 
CBS offered it time in connection 
with its annual convention in Phil- 
adelphia a year ago but forbade 
discussion of controversial matter. 
In view of this “censorship and 
control” of program’ content, 
Council said, it refused the offer. 

The petition, signed by Carl Mg 
Intire, chairman of the Council's 
radio committee, asked that the 
Commission require CBS to main- 
tain “a balanced program schedule 
which will meet the religious 
needs of the area.” It further re- 
quested a public hearing on its al- 
legations. 


CBS, Radio Guild Resume 
 Confabs; Stalled On 
__. Question of Eligibles 


| CBS and the Radio Guiid (CIO), 
which represents 600 of its white 


collar workers, resumed negotia- 
tions last week, but are still stalled 
on the question of who should be 
| permitted to vote in an election. 
| Procedures were discussed Tues- 
day (18? with little progress, and 
the management presented Friday 
(21) a new list of 135 employees 
it feels are excluded from the bar- 
gaining unit. Previously it had sub- 
mitted a list of 136 staffers which 
it termed supervisory or confiden- 
tial personnel. 

The RG, which has had pacts 





with CBS since 1946 and whose | 


present contract expires Nov. 30, 
had previously called on the N. Y. 
State Mediation Board requesting | 


|} an election, in answer to the CBS 


bid for a test of the union’s ma- 
jority. It is willing to agree to an 
NLRB election, if the “bargaining 
unit is not chopped to pieces.” 
According to the union's CBS 


Washington, Oct. 25. 


| FCC yesterday (Mon.) again re- 


|fused special permission to New 
York’s municipal station, WNYC, 
| to stay on the air after 10 p.m. 


on Election night ‘Nov. 8) to 
broadcast final results. A similar 
request was turned down last year 
for the Presidential elections. 

Sirict rules holding daytime and 
limited time stations to their op- 
erating schedules were the basis 
on which a majority of the commis- 
sion voted against WNYC. In view 
of the large increase in daytime 
outlets since the war, it felt that 
exceptions would be followed by 
numerous me-too requests which 
would defeat purpose of the regu- 
lations ana cause interference to 
stations holding licenses to oper- 
ate nighttime. 

Commissioners Frieda Hennock 
and Robert Jones dissented from 
the action of the majority. Miss 
|Hennock pointed to WNYC's 
unique operation as a noncommer- 
cial public service station as an 
argument for breaking the rule. 
“Because of its ownership,” she 
stated, “station WNYC utilizes the 
'complete facilities of the police 





| department and the board of elec- 


tions throughout the city, to bring 
to the public complete, accurate 
and up-to-the-minute returns of 
the elections in the City of New 
York. New York commercial sta- 
tions must of necessity spend rela- 
tively less time on local New York 
returns.” 

Commissioner Hennock observed 
tlso that authorization to WNYC 
to broadcast from local Sunset at 
Minneapolis (where WCCO has 
priority use of 830kc) to 10 p.m. is 
in itself an exception to commis- 
sion regulations for daytime sta- 
tions. “I believe that a further 
exception should be made in this 
case,” she asserted, “as I do that 
exception should have been made 
so that WNYC could broadcast the 
full sessions of the United Nations 
Assembly. ... 

“Services such as these are too 
valuable to be lost because of com- 
plete inflexibility of administrative 
rules. A rule of this or any com- 
mission is justifiable only so long 
as it meets the complete situation 
for which it was designed.” 


Five ‘Firsts’ Awarded — 
KJR, Seattle, Last Wk. By 
Wash. State Press Club 


Seattle, Oct. 25. 
KJR, Seattle, last week received 


_five first awards in the Washing- 
ton State Press Club’s First An- 


nual Radio Awards, covering 24 
“Western Washington radio stations. 
‘It also shared in another award 
to cop top honors. KVI, Seattle, 
got three firsts; KVOS, Belling- 
ham two; and KMO, Tacoma, one 
of the dozen awards given. 

Jack Tregallis, KJR, won first 
for production; Otto Renninger, 
KJR, first for engineering: Bob 
Ferris, KJR, first for special events 
reporting; Reg Miller, KJR, first 
for announcing; Bill Ward. now at 
KCBS, San Francisco, won first 
for his writing of “Drive In for 
Laughs” on KJR, and Western Ad- 
vertising Agency won first for 
musical spots for a Rainier Beer 
spot which was produced at KJR 
with Bob Harvey’s orchestra, Len 
Beardsley announcing. 

Hal Reeves, KVOS, got first for 
farm news and Alan Miller, KYOS, 
first for local new commentary. 
Rod Belcher, KMO, got a first for 
play-by-play sports announcing, 
and Robert Hayward, KVI, a first 
for public service shows as did 
Sgt. George Amans of the Wash- 
ington State Patrol for KVI's 
“Could This Be You.” Buck 








3. Certainly the first Long Island steering committee, “the company Ritchie, KVI, was awarded a first 


Station to carry Long Island news. | would not agree to an immediate | 
|_ 4. Our concentration has been on election with both sides agreeing 
Long Island public service, wheth- to hold aside ballots of disputed 
er it is special religious programs people. The company is not willing 


pay and working conditions for our » Sogn statement said, “who are 
members empleyed by them. the real targets for physical or eco- | 
“We therefore do not believe "Mic assassination—it is the ideas | 
that exchange in the regulations those people hold. Nor is it loyal- 
or control would better these con- ty to the U. S. that is really ques- 
ditions.” tioned. It is, rather, loyalty, I am| 
convinced in my case, to the ideas 

|of the National Assn. of Manufac- 
Spokane—Byron G. Shrader, for- turers and the American Assn. of 








erly director of promotion’ and Advertising Agencies. Between | 
pnt relations for KPOJ, Port-| you and me—but still for ae ane] 
and, is now handling similar job| ord—I am not loval to many of 


for the Davenport hotel here. ‘their ideas. Nor will I ever be.” 


on holidays, Catholic, Jewish and 
Protestant, or other occasions that 
require public service. We have 
also broadcast Long Island high- 
school football games for the past 
10 years. 

5. As for business, we have 
enjoyed a steady increase of bill- 
ings, and this year, regardless of 
> next two months, will top them 
all. 





Harry H. Carman. 
General Manager. 


to resume contract negotiations 
pending the outcome of an elec- 
tion. CBS says it is basing itself 
on the Taft-Hartley law. But that 
laws says a company may bargain 
with a union without election.” 








San Antonio — Melissa Smith. 
former vocalist with Horace Heidt | 
and his band has rejoined the staff. 
of WOAI as vocalist. She will also | 
be featured on WOAI-TV which | 
takes to the air in several weeks. | 


for a western personality program. 





WHLI’s Pubservice 


Hempstead, N. Y., Oct. 25. 

A high of 800 public service pro- 
grams per month, representing 151 
hours of air time, is being carried 
regularly by WHLI and its FM ad- 
junct, according to public affairs 
director A. E. Paterson, Jr. 

Included are 56 hours of news, 
much of it covering local events 
and organizations, and 94 hours de- 
voted to veterans’, religious, com- 
muters, fishermen’s, youth, health, 
UN and similar programs. 
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Top 1s—Today and Year Ago 


OCT. 15, 
Lux Radio a dy ee 19.9 
0 er ee 19.6 
ame GRE 62. cd ewbocceccs 18.4 
 g ie aS 18.0 
Fibber & Molly ......... 16.7 
Waiter Winchell ........ 15.6 
My Friend Irma ........ 15.5 
Inner Sanctum 148 
Red Skelton pte , 14.1 
Mr. Keen at dnd ‘ 13.7 


Charlie McCarthy 
People Are Funny 


a 2 
IS te IC Ie GS © 


Crime Photographer ) 
ee Te ED x6 50s 6000 7 
Suspense 7 


OCT. 15, °48 

Walter Winchell ......... 21.4 
Fibber & Molly ......... 21.1 
Seek BORMyY ..cccccccccs 19.0 
0 ae ee 19.0 
Lux Radio Theatre 17.9 
Phil Harris-Alice Fave 17.5 
Suspense 16.2 
Duffy's Taveru 16.0 
Talent Scouts 15.5 
Bing Crosby Tae | 
My Friend Irma 15.1 
Charlie McCarthy 14.9 
Late GE Heeey ......ccccse 14.8 
Stop the Music 14.6 
Crime Photog rapher _14 I 





FCC to Go Through With Richards 
Stations Probe Despite KMPC Deal 


Washington, Oct. 25 


The FCC indicated yesterday 
(24) it intends to go through with 
; planned investigation of the 
G. A. Richards stations regardless 
of the recent deal to sell KMPC 
los Angeles, to NBC It is ex 


pected that approval of the trans 


fer will be tied into the proceed 
ings 

lhe Commission adopted = an 
order granting in part a petition 
by Richards’ counsel, former Sen 
Burton K. Wheeler, for additional 
time to file a motion to change 
issues in the proceedings. Agency 
gave Wheeler until Nov. 7 instead 
of a month he had asked fo 
Wheeler told the Commission the 
projected sale of KMPC will re- 
quire a reexamination of the case 

It's understood that even if 
Richards contracts to sell one o1 
both of his other stations (‘WGAR 
Cleveland and WJR, Detroit’) the 


proceedings will be held before ac 
on transfers. Issues in the 
case at present involve news slant 
ing charges against Richards and a 
proposal to transfer voting contro! 
in the stations to a group ol 
trustees 

in view of the agreement to sell 
KMPC., the trustee plan will have 
to be dropped or considerably al- 
tered Hearings in connection 
with the inquiry have not yet been 
scheduled. 


$593,708 Loss 
In WINS Sale 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
Crosley Broadcasting will take a 
loss of $593,708 from the $1,106.- 
208 book value of WINS, N. Y.. it 
the FCC approves sale of the sta 
tion to WHOM, Jersey City, accord- 


ing to the application for transter 
filed with the Commission todas 
(Tues.! 

Generoso Pope interests said in 
their application that they propose 
to keep on the present staff and 
hire whatever additional personne! 
is required to convert WINS to a 
multi-lingual outlet. Document 
adds that no decision has been 
reached yet on whether it will re- 
tain. or seek release from, its pacts 
with the Yankees for the baseball 
and football broadcasts. However, 
it stated that the program plans 
submitted did not include the 
sportscasts and that if grid and 
diamond airers are kept they would 
be broadcast in the same manner 
as at present. 

Pope said in an affidavit that he 
would make available to Il Pro- 
gresso italo-Americano liquid as- 
sets of $1,000,000 to operate WINS 
Pope added that negotiations are 
under way for the sale of WHOM. 


tion 








PETERSON’S CHI POST 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Edwin R. Peterson has been ap- 
pointed as Chi representative of 
Kevstone Broadcasting System by 
exec veepee Naylor Rogers. 
Peterson was formerly an ABC 
account exec, and recently h-caded 


up Mutuals Detroy office, 


¢-————_ 





Buckley Exits Radio 


Robert W Buckley exiting 
and television to rejoin the 
Typography Co. in Chi- 
special assistant to the 
general sales manager Prior to 
entering the radio advertising 
field, Buckley had been a sales 
exec for Ludlow 
Currently business 
radio-TV for Benton 
Buckley checks out Nov. 15 for the 
new post. Prior to B & B, he had 
been media director and account 
exer Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sam- 
ple. 


is 
radio 
Ludlow 


as 


cago 


manager ofl 
& Bowles 


al 


Blair Denies 
Wide Splurge 
On Promotion 


Chicago, Oct. 25 
fteports emanating from the east 


that the John Blair station rep 
outfit would follow the lead of 
Petry & Co. in spreading itself on 
a favish promotion “appeasement” 
for its client stations, drew a raised 
eyvebro. 2nd a flat denial from 
Blair this week 


Report had Blair set for an ex- 
pensive ad campaign in coopera- 
tion with its stations, whereby the 
rep outfit would split the cost on a 
50-50 basis. Feeling of Blair was 
that such rumors were not only 


‘cockeyed, but likewise ignored the 


facts. It was pointed out that the 


(Cc entinusd on page 30) 





Worldwide Broadcasters 
Give All-Out Coverage 
To UN Day Ceremonies 


Cornerstone laying ceremony at 
the United Nations headquarters 
site ine New York got an _ all-out 
coverage (24) by worldwide broad- 
casters. A radio corps of 200 cor- 
respondents, announcers and en- 
gineers took part in the UN Da: 
event. which was covered in 32 
languages. 

UN Radio Division Staffers re- 
ported the ceremony in 26. lan- 
guages, for transmitting by short- 
wave. or waxed for local rebroad- 
cast in different language regions 
around the globe. In addition, the 
proceedings were aired by the fou: 
U. S. webs, Voice of America 
Armed Forces Network the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. and sev- 
eral N. Y. indies. British Broad- 
casting Corp. and Radiodiffusion 
Francaise carried the event by 
transcription. 

UN Day was also marked by spe- 
cial event. dramatic and documen- 
tary airers on some 2,000 stations 
with 1.800 carrying a 15-minute 
platier show. “Birthday Story.” 
well as chain breaks and spot an 
nouncements. More than 18 regu 
lar sponsored shows also gave por- 


as 


tions of their broadcasts to UN 
material. Additionally, 500 station 
used locally - originated programs 


onthe Ug, ce te te sd ct eed 


LASS, TRIB BOSS 
PECTRUM-HAPPY 


On two major fronts the Chicago 





broadcasters’ sphere of influence in 


the future radio picture in Ameri 


Ca appears to be gaining increasing 
momentum On the one hand 
there is growing evidence of an 
expanding alliance between the two 
\tlasses ‘Leslie and Ralph), Gene 


Autry and the Wrigley dynasty, out 
of which may emerge a cross-coun 
try radio empire. This is based on 
the groups conviction that, far 
from dving. radio is big business 
and will stay in business for many 
vears to come 

Practically no one who's been 
close to picture, tts argued 
would be surprised if Les Atlass 
wound up with ownership of the 
90kw WHAS operation in Louis- 
ville. no that the FCC has nixed 
the Crosle WLW, Cincy) bid to 
buy the station It's been knersen 
for some time, of course, that At 


lass has been casting envious eyes 


in the direction of the powerful 
outlet See separate story.) Its 
acquisition would give the Atlasse 
‘Ralphs WIND, Chi, and Les’ 
WBBM. Chi! a major stake in the 
midwest »roadcasting pattern, over 
and above Les Atlass’ sphere of 
importance in the CBS o & o pic- 
ture. Wrigley, of course, figures in 
40°, ownership of WIND 


With reports that Les Atlass even- 


tually hopes to locate on the Coast 


there are indications that he may 
assert himself in the broadcasting 
picture there. Brother Ralph's pro- 


jection into the WMCA, N. Y 
ture. with Les Atlass’ 
at the station, has already trans- 
lated itself into a “success story,” 
the Atlasses contend, pointing out 
that the Manhattan indie has been 
converted into a black ink opera- 
tion in contrast to the $1,000-a-da\ 


. pic- 
son installed 


loss that prevailed before Nathan 
Straus maneuvered the _ Atlass 
move-in 

As part of the Atlass-Autry- 
Wrigley combo, Autry has already 
firmly established himself with 
station interests in Phoenix and 
Tucson, and only last week agreed 


to sell his half interest in a station 
in Santa Monica, Cal., for $80,000. 

Meanwhile, the reports that Col. 
Robert) McCormick, Chicago Tri- 
bune publisher and owner of the 
bigtime WGN operation, has been 
dickering for purchase of WOR, 
N. Y., trem the Macy interests, has 
stirred considerable industry com- 
ment, although latest reports are 
that negotiations have hit a price 
stalemate. 

In the event of WOR'’s takeover 
by McCormick, it would project the 
publisher-radio owner into a three- 
city sphere of radio-TV influence 
since negotiations would also em- 
brace purchase of the WOIC, the 
Bamberger (Macy) video station in 
Washington. Similarly, ii would 
put McCormick in the kingpin spot 
as far as Mutual network is con- 
cerned, since the publisher would 
be sitting on the dual stockholder 
throne in N. Y. and Chicago. 


‘Skippy Theatre 
Goes to Columbia 





CBS is picking up a new half- 
hour of business, with “Skippy Hol 
lvwood Theatre,” previously sold 
as a spot 30-minute show to local 
stations, going into the web's 
Thursday night, 10:30-11 segment 
The CC. P. MacGregor package 


transcribed on the Coast. will thus 
be bracketed with Columbia's 
“tialimark Playhouse,” which is 
heard Thursdays from 10 to 10:30 
Deal was negotiated through 
Young & Rubicam, agency on the 
Skippy Peanut Butter account 
Pian is initially to give “Hollywood 
Theatre” a 65-station spread, ex- 
panding later to full network. 


Scheduled teept gate is Dec. 1. 





Col McCormick’s WGN in Chi Comes 
To Grips With Facts of AM Life 





‘he $ tae Station 


Washington, Oct. 
getting ready to open 
it claims will be the 
erful radio station in the 
outlet which will gen 
1.000.000 watts power to 


25 

Navy 
bids for 
most 


is 
what 
pow 
world 
erate 


an 


ovel 


‘provide’ all-weather communica 
tions throughout the Pacific area 
Transmitter building is expected 
to cost about $1.000.000. it was an 
nounced here by the admirals. Lo- 
cation will be at Jim Creek. Sno 
homish county. in state of Wash 


Wrigley, Autry, 
Atlass $2,000,000 
WHAS Purchase? 


Washin Oct. 25 
the purchase of the 
Courier Journal's WHAS 
were reported here last 
a likely possibility Seri 
conversations have been held 


‘ton 
Deal for 
Louisville 
package 
week as 
ous 


to sell the stations for around a 
$2.000.009 figure to a group includ- 
ing P. K. Wrigley, gum magnate 
Gene Autry. cowboy singer: Leslie 
Atlas Ji and two sisters Others 
may join the group before a final 
agreement is reached 

The Louisville stations. which 
include a 50kw AM operation and 
a TY outict in process of construc- 
tion, have been on the block for 
over a veal An agreement to sell 


the package for $1,925,000 to Cros- 
levy Broadcasting Corp. recently 
fell through when the FCC held 
that proximity of WHAS and Cros- 
ley’s WLW in Cincinnati would be 
in violation o;1 the agency’s anti- 
monopoly rules 

The Crosley deal included only 


1 TV permit. Current negotiations 
would compensate WHAS for capi- 
tal expended toward construction 
of the station FCC has ordered 
WHAS to get busy on the project. 

While negotiations between the 
parties indicate a deal will be con- 
summated, it is pointed out here 
that signing of papers may require 
the presence of Barry Bingham, 
WHAS prexy, who is on a govern- 
ment mission in Paris. 


Comminsionst- Jockey 
Bounced by Station 
For ‘Dirty Linen’ Job 


Des Moines, Oct. 25. 
Safety Commissioner M. J. Ben- 
nett and station KSO have parted 
company. Bennett (widely known 
as “M. J. B."), a disk jockey, 
claimed his discharge from the ra- 


dio station was the result of his 
having voted for retention of rent 
controls in Des Moines that re- 


sulted in many of the station's ad- 
vertisers canceling out with the sta- 
tion. However, the station claimed 
there were no cancellations and 
Bennett's dismissal was “to cut 
down expenses—and because of 
political controversies aired on M 
J. B.'s program 

In addition to denying Bennett's 
claim that his radio job meant $20,- 
000 year!y income, the station con- 
tended his salary was less than 
$10,000 and that any additional in- 
derived from 


come evidently was 
Bennett's advertising agency. In 
addition it stated. “KCO is not go- 


ing to be utilized to wash the dirty 
linen ef the city council.” 


As safety commissioner, Bennett 
receives a $6,300 annual salary 
from the city. He had announced 


expects to continue h*& job on 
city council until next 
April when aie city managei 
takes office. and will continue a 
two-hour daily program of chatter 
and recorded music from WIL, St 
Louis. He has been doing the St 
Lous, gugl, since fast July, ,, 


he 
the 


; 


Chicago. Oct. 25 
Naming of Bruce Dennis as 
WGN pregram topper, replacing 


Waltei Preston ha confirmed 
rumors that Col. Robert R. Me- 
Cormick'’s powertul midwest outlet 
has come to hard erips with the 
facts of radio lite 

‘We're going to hypo the whole 
program structure was station 
manager Frank Schreiber's capsule 
comment in the wake oft Pre: tion's 
bowout Preston is believed sink- 
ing comm tnto the purchase ot a 
smaller eastern outlet 

Dennis considered one of 
WC:N's brighter tdea men was 
reported named because station 
bra figured that radio, even a 
50 000-watter with a terrific mid- 
west spread, had to jump on the 
program revival bandwagon if for 
no other reason than to beat back 
the speedy inroads oft TV 

The example of WBBM. the CBS 
0-0 5U.000 watter acro the street, 
that’s peddling small, flexible pack- 
ages with considerable success. is 
believed to be a clinching argu- 
ment to WGN to do likewise or 
perish 

Another development that is 
reported to figure strongly in 
Schreiber's calculations is the new 
push at WCFL under program 
head Bob Platt. whereby the A. F., 
of L. outlet is going all out on 
local angles for showcasing 

Net effect will probably be that 
the big stations here will toss con- 


methods 
for the 


servative 
scramble 
and that 
one ol the 
ers, will be 
with the 


aside in a rough 
rich Chi market 
WGN. long considered 
country 5s lop position- 
right in there battling 
resi 


GE May Brighten 


Daytime Scene 


Despite the current nighitine 
sales tamine, things may soon be 
looking up in the network daytime 
picture 

General Electric. which recently 
dropped sponsorship of the Fred 
Waring nighttime radio show on 
NBC, is reported ready to come 
back into daytime coast-to-coast 
programming with a five-times-a- 
weck half-hour show and is shop- 
ping around ior a suitable vehicle. 


GE's last representation in the 
| daytime picture was its bankroll- 
ing of the Art Linkletter “House 
Party.’ 


Meanwhile, Young & Rubicam 1s 
reported making overtures to line 


up Al Jolson for a daytime radio 
show on behalit of a client How 
Jolson would react to the idea is 


something else again 


Supreme Court to Review 
Georgia Tech, S. B’casting 
Hassle Over WGST Stock 


Atlanta. Oct. 25 
U. S. Supreme Court last week 
agreed to review litigetion between 
WGST. owned by Georgia Institute 
of Technology, a state school, and 


the Southern Broadcasting Co., 
erstwhile operators of station 
WGST. Mutual outlet here, is 
operated by State Board of Re- 
genis, with John Fulton as mana- 
ger FCC objected to subletting 
of station to Southern Broadcast- 
ing Co. six years ago. At that time 
the Board of Regents agreed to 


stock in the operating 
15’- of station's gross 


buy all the 
company for 


earnings over period extending 
from 1943 to 1950 

In 1945 the FCC voided this 
agreement and payments were 
stopped by the Regents. Suit was 
filed June 18 ‘47. by stockholders 


of Southern Broadcasting seeking 
an accounting Thev obtained @ 
Superior: Court judgment for $155,- 
000 The Georgia Supreme Court 


; declined, jo apeyview the judgment, 
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Fort Knox No Longer Has Exclusive ea _ 


- Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 
On ot 0 0 “ as e City’s newest radio station, 
4 weed ? WPBC, operated by People’s 


Broadcasting, began operation Oct. 


(’ Ch f It 18 on frequency of 980 kilocycles 
Talent Corners a Good Chunk of It =<". ecco 


schedule. Staff includes William 
Nashville, Oct. 25. ¢ V. Stewart, president and general 


Not since Fort Knox has the N k Se U y dl manager, formerly of wcco; John 
south produced the gold mine etwor t p to andaie : hw alangg get bay 
that’s come out of WSM in Nash- Red Wing Hockey Games Fort Wayne. and WASK, Lafayette, 
ville production manager; Art Jacboson 
Unique in broadcasting and show Detroit. Oct. 25 and Kerry Bleisch, continuity; 
<< les, WSM has been go- Radio and television coverage of Gary Heal: Lioyd Nelson and Max 
busine ciren . Detroit Red Wing games in the Sievert, emcees: and Becky Ann 





ing about its job of cornering the National Hockey League has been Stewart, formerly of wowo, Fort 
hillbilly market In the process set with two stations sharing Wayne, women’s program director. 
it has made a lot of people rich, the job For the first time, a Formal grand opening is planned 


radio network has been organized for mid-November. 
to broadcast the games Key sta- —EE 
a sizeable hypo when most needed. tio, will be WJBK, which will feed 
and has established WSM’'s dis- the 35 home games to seven sta- je 
tinctive role in the broadcasting tions throughout the state, accord- S le 
and musical pattern of the nation. ing to Richard E. Jones, WJBK 

When. 24 vears ago this month general manager. . 
general manager Harry Stone came The network will include sta- 
up with Tennessee's first hillbilly tions in Battle Creek, Flint, Kala- it er roups 
band—the Possum Hunters—and mazoo, Port Huron, Midland, Jack- 
installed them with a permanent son and Dearborn. Sportscaster 
program two weeks after the sta- Al Nagler will do the play-by-play 
tion first went on the air. he had For the third consecutive season, 
no idea what he was inviting. WWJ-TV will telecast all of the 
There was no way then of know- Red Wing home games. 
ing that the ‘folk music nee Sponsor of both radio and tele- 
hillbilly) pattern generated by vision coverage of the hockey 
“Grand Ole Opry.” which has now games is Stroh Brewery Co. Zim- 
expanded to a 125-person unit, mer-Keller is the agency 


id ' fT hie busi will be held next moniii A series 
Ss * Gi ay as = . . ‘ : 
ee ee ee One ne of parleys with the Communica- 
ness and terrific boxoffice; that in 


the process of changin musical DE ANGELO BENTLEY tions Workers of America (CIO) 
ICES! ) ‘Nnanging Sic 7 povnee . ‘ 
tastes and translating ‘Tennessee ’ has already been he Id. 

9 According to Ciarence Westover, 
folk music” into national standard IN PACKAGE SETUP NABET executive secretary. the 
ops. the WSM artists ‘Roy tee , membership for some time has felt 
ted Foley, Eddy Arnold. Eres Carlo De Angelo and Spencer jt would be desirable to have the 
Tubb, Hank Williams, et al.) would Bentley. two vouthful vets of stage. 


have hieved a total pavoff of support of the overall labor move- 
ave acnieve é Na avo ) ‘ree . “ ‘ > “ge > 
" I screen and radio, have organized ment and has been scouting the 


125,000,000 disk sales De Angelo-Bentley Productions to geiq for possible affiliations. At 
Quite a Rolling Stone turn out radio and TV ‘package the NABET national council meet- 

Around WSM they say that a Shows. First 30-minute dramatiza- jing which ended Oct. 15. CWA and 

Harry Stone gathers plenty of tions will be under tag of “State ipEew reps were heard IATSE 

greenbacked moss, which could Trooper,” being based on actual was invited to send a spokesman, 

mean any of the following jackpot ©@5€5 handled by the N. Y. State put did not 

rewards stemming from a 24-year- Police The union is consolidating sev- 

old program concept Both Bentley and De Angelo eral chapters in N. Y. into a single 
Station: Approximately $600,000 have been in show biz since young- local, which will include 700 mem- 

sters, and both had theatrical par- bers. 

WSM’s gross billings. accrues to ¢™ts. Former is son of Wilmer S. ~ + -—_—_— 

the station annually through the Bentley, comedian in Broadway 


“Grand Ole Opry’-hillbilly-slanted Musicals, while his mothér is Alice Dutch Sell Portuguese 


programming, which also consti- Bentley, stock actress and singer in 


tutes about two-thirds of the sta- legit musicals De Angelo’s uncle R di Whil US Balked 
_ . , was Novelli, greatest Italian actor adios € Uv. 


tion’s local program content ‘the 


has given the recording business 


Meetings of the National Assn. 
of Broadcast Engineers and Tech- 
nicians with reps of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers and the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, to discuss NABET’s possi- 
ble affiliation with the AFL groups, 


a year, representing two-thirds of 


other third including a 40-piece Of his day Lisbon, Oct. 18. 
house band plus all the other con- De Angelo was formerly with While Americans haven't been 
ventional program techniques) N. W. Ayer, Lennon & Mitchell sejling any radio sets in Portugal 


The 600G is merely the “local and Compton. He was exec pro- since 1947 the Dutch Phillips Radio 
level” take and doesn't include ducer at McCann-Erickson, and has has little by little taken over 70% 
commercial network pickups, or been freelance director and pro- of the market. while the sale of 














the coin that R. J. Reynolds ducer for air shows recently. English, Swiss and Swedish sets 
(Prince Albert) invests in the is negligible. 

NBC coast - to - coast pickup No importation § licenses § are 
of “Opry'’s’ WSM__ origination. D H D given to American radio manufac- 
Station actually programs six rive ue turers because of scarcity of dol- 


hours of the various “Opry” units lars. But Hoiland buys from Por- 








Continued from page 27 


every Saturday night. It's allsold tugal agricultural products such as_ 


out and has been for years, in- increase from 5 to 10 p.m., 0.0.h. wines and pineapples, and sends 
cluding the four “Opry” hours falls until 8 p.m. machinery in exchange. An of- 
originating from Ryman Audito- In general, the indies show up ficial from the American Embassy 
rium in midtown Nashville, plus better in the survey than the net- in Lisbon is visiting Portuguese 
adjacentcy shows originating in work affiliates, because music, importers and exporters at present 
WSM studios. news and sportscasts show heavy to find out what can be done about 

Indicative of “Opry’s” 24-vear o.oh. audiences. reintroducing American manufac- 
success, including the decade that Automobiles Leading tured and industrial products in 
Prince Albert has bankrolled the raswwr as Portugal. 

etwork segment. is the fact that WNEW researchers indicate that —- 
both CBS and ABC have made #@vertisers will have to study these 


. 
~rEwe 4 olin 8 on —_ ’ . 
overtures to network portions of SUtveys to find out which ttmes, Q’Hara Sued for Divorce 
the show, as have a number of eg own “er: give ~ St. Louis, Oct. 25. 
eo ) Ss z > AS J in . 
(Continued on page 38) ieee ee Johnny O'Hara, sports gabber 


tionally, they'll have to consider 
the atypical composition of the who broadcasts the b.b. games 


listeners away from home: pre- 
dominantly male, young ‘penetra- 
tion is greatest between 13—44 


years) and tending to the mass : : YS sent 
market groups in income. These filed in local Circuit Court, Mrs. 


Biair organization already spends statistics, it's felt, will influence © "#r@ accused her husband of 
an approximate $20,000 a year for programming as well as time buy- POSS@SS!N& an ungovernable tem- 
trade-paper advertising. ing. per and quarrelsome disposition. 
Probably more vital but little Automobiles are the most im- Petition stated the couple were 
publicized is the activity of the portant place far ooh. tuning. separated several times since their 
Blair sales promotion department, with 35.4% of the total. followed ™#'Tiage in July, 1941, but each 
headed up by Wells Barnett. He py “while visiting’ (21.3%), at time O'Hara talked her into return- 
furnishes a continuing and ex- work (20.8%), restaurants and bars | '"* ' him. 
haustive analysis service to the rep (94°), outdoors with portables 
salesmen, based on every phase of | (7.50), stores (4.9%) and hos itals. 
station history, operation, markets clubs, schools, garages and —s of nee ay ay papas 
and competition Average number of listeners per was on announcing staff at WCAE 
Blair attributed the rumor to the set is 5.9 on weekdays, which is for couple of years, is member of 
furor raised by the recent Petry 350% larger than the figure pér permanent company of Penthouse 
split, and let it go at that. But it’s set at home. On weekends, how- Theatre in Atlanta, Ga. this sea- 
known there are no worries of a ever, the figure drops to the more son WPGH celebrated second 
similar kind in his own outfit, since normal family size. anni last week. Station first went 
most of the execs are on a profit On the average weekday, WNEW © the air Oct. 19, 1947.. John 
sharing-bonus-stock setup. has the biggest o.0.h. audience— Gibbs. KQV announcer, in Shady- 
Moreover, while the Blair outfit 627,300. On Saturday it drops to Sid€ hospital after an operation. 
is manned with topflight staffers, third place and on Sunday sixth 'e'!! be out of action for several 
there’s only one captain and that’s place, but still running ahead of “Weeks . Bob Finkel, son of Bill 
Blair himself. One of the rep’s some network outlets. Finkel, Pittsburgh theatre owner, 
tricks to keep the ship happy is to The Pulse o.o.h. studies, to be has joined TV staff of ABC in 
load office personnel aboard a made quarterly. will be ‘ona i Hollywood Ernie Neff, longtime 








Blair Denies 


Continued from page 292 = 


for last several seasons, was sued 
for divorce last week by his wife, 
Mrs. Katherine L. O’Hara. In suit 











played by the Browns over KWK |, 





From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| ABC veepees Fred Thrower and Bud Barry in Chi today (Wed) and 
temorrow after two days in Minneapolis. . Warren Huil of “Mother 
Knows Best" and Robert Young of “Father Knows Best” to do a battle 
page in Radio Mirror Ralph Weil ‘WOV) to Chicago on biz 
S. A. Halpern, former exec v.p. of L. H. Hartman Co., new director of 
copy for William Weintraub agency Annette Chakin, guest director 
of Betty Crocker airer, leaves Sunday (30) for Coast for fortnight 
Hot Lips Page orch opens Thursday (27) at Village Vanguard and will 
do four WOR broadcasts per week “Stella Dallas,” daytime serial 
produced by Frank and Anne Hummert, begins 13th year on the air 
this week Kenneth Utt has joined cast of “Romance Of Helen Trent” 
Bill Quinn new to “Our Gal Sunday” Alan Bunce added to “Lo- 
renzo Jones” Palmer Thompson is “Just Plain Bill” addition 
Hope Miller back in “Helen Trent.” 


Frank Thomas, Jr., Jacqueline Billingsley, Chester Stratton. Iver 
Francis, Elizabeth Morgan and Phil Clarke into “Front Page Farre!!” 
N. Y. radio actor Jack Lloyd, now on Coast, adding “Screen Guild 
Players” and “Dr. Christian” to his credits WQXR siaff pianist 
Leonid Hambro to open Twilight Concert season at Carnegie Hall with 
a recital Sunday (30) Tenor Miklos Gafni to be interviewed in three 
languages ‘Italian. Jewish and German) over multi-lingual WHOM to- 
day ‘Wed.) WQXR's Alma Dettinger to moderate Town Hal! meet- 
ing in Norwalk, Conn., today Queens College Radio Forum starts its 
sixth season on WNYC tonight ABC's Pauline Frederick to speak 
in Buffalo Nov. 8 on “A Woman in a Man's World.” 

WLIB will air Roy Wilkins, acting secretary of the National Assn. for 
Advancement of Colored People, from the Freedom Train tomorrow 
(Thurs.) a.m Jimmy Blaine, “Stop the Music” vecalist, has waxed 12 
kid disks for Columbia, four pop tunes for London Margaret Phelan 
will guest on “Lombardo Land, U.S.A.” (MBS) Saturday (29) NABET 
secretary Clarence Westover and NBC personnel manager Ernest de la 
Ossa left for Chi yesterday ‘Tues.) to attempt settlement of engineers’ 
contract in the Windy City HQ WMGM and Guy Lebow  WPIX 
sports telecaster’ negotiating for a three-times-weekly sports quizzer. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Jess Oppenheimer was replaced by Frank Gill, Jr., as producer of 
the Charlie McCarthy show NBC has until Jan. 6 to put “Halls of 
Ivy" on the network. Show has been bought by Schlitz but nei has 
been unable to clear time acceptable to the sponsor. If the deadline 
passes there's a good possibility of the show going to CBS. which has 





+o+o+e 


open time that Schlitz likes After Dinah Shore did a guest shot 
with Ed Wynn on television. Oxydol, her radio sponsor, asked for a 
kinescope of her Friends of William Keighley believe this will be his 


last season as producer of Lux Radio Theatre. He recently bought an 
apartment building in New York and expects to pass most of his time 
there. Now Hollywood is speculating on the return of C. B. DeMille, 
who won't have much trouble with AFRA since the actors union okaved 
bim for a recent eulogy to Sam Wood on Screen Directors Playhouse. 
AFRA may clese the books on “the battle of¢the buck’ by the face- 
saving “he's been punished enough” Chet Huntley, CBS newscaster- 
analyst, touring Europe for six weeks but not without his wire re- 
corder. He'll fiv back clips for his two programs, which will be taken 
over by Bill Costello. on leave from the Far East, and Bob Garred 
Ken Niles is building a resort for yachtsmen now that he's a sailing 
man Aleen Leslie trekked east for confabs with Revere camera 
execs, who'll sponsor her “Date With Judy” Michael Chapin, one of 
the town’s most talented kids. is now one of Jack Benny's “beavers” 

Manny Rosenberg around for a week checking up on cost of filming 
“Fat Man” for teevee. If it fits the sponsor’s budget the radio show 
will be moved here to use some of the cast. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Art Linick tees off on new 15-minute disk jockey stint on WENR this 
week for Erie Clothing Mutual account exec Walt Holden bowing 
out of central division for berth with Seventeen mag Melvin Brorby, 
Needham, Louis & Brorby veepee, discussing BMB’s future at Chi 
Radio Management session Wed. (26)... ABC personnel switches in- 
clude Henry Schaefer from WENR spot sales manager to sales dept. 
with Charles Dwyer replacing. George Thompson guest relations top- 
per, and Rick Lifvendahl to network sales service... National Safety 
Council prez Ned Dearborn airing special talk ever CBS from WBBM 
studio Oct. 28 Tommy Bartlett's “Welcome Traveler” show to guest 
Ezra Stone, Celeste Holm and Chester Merris .. ABC program man- 
ager Hal Stokes and asst. promotion head Bill Yonan hospitalized. both 
at Wesley Memorial .. WBBM farm director Harry Campbell in new 
five-minute newscast, six weekly for Nelson Bros. Furniture Ed 
Murphy new WGN disk jockey, handling two-hour stint starting at 
11 p.m. NBC press photoflash Franny Clark to Gotham on’ biz 
Bill Pitney, account exec at Leo Burnett agency, has switched to Earle 
Ludgin in same capacity Capt. Subby Fouts of WLS cut 10 Com- 
munity Chest spots, with announcers Jack Stilwell and Jack Holden, 
Bill Nelson produced Singers Virginia Haskins, Ruth Slater and 
Earle Wilkie on Mutual's Chi Theatre of the Air Oct. 29 Ralph 
Goshen new WBBM sales staffer, after stretch as sales manager of 
WIRE, Indianapolis Doug Benton new ABC flack addition. He's 
from Texas via Northwestern Journalism ...Promoter Bernie Howard 
peddling a “Movie Quiz” giveaway patterned after his “Name the 
| Movie” Bill Brewer bowing out of NBC spot sales for radio-TV 

post with Potts, Calkins & Holden agency in Kansas City, Mo. ... 
ABC's Don MeNeill to host kids from Mooseheart, IIl., as part ef Youth 
| Honor Day Oct. 31 NBC veepee Chick Showerman to Sioux Falls, 
S. D., on fast biz trip ... ABC general manager Jim Stirton back from 
| New York conference NBC commentator Alex Dreier’s recent Eu- 
_ropean trip subject of Skelly Oi! booklet for midwest distribution. 


Half million copies were printed through Henri Hurst & McDonald 
| agency. 
| 


} 
' 


IN WASHINGTON .. . 


| Dennis Sartain, news director for WWDC, elected president of the 
Chesapeake Associated Press Radio Assn. past week, succeeding Wil- 
| liam Hardy of WFMD, Frederick, Md. Other officers named at annual 
| meeting were Matthew Warren, WEAM, Arlington, Va.. ist veepee, 
and Fred Hinkle, of WCUM, Cumberland, Md., 2nd v.p.... Eddie Galla- 
| her, WTOP-CBS disk jockey, twirling all over town these days for 
Community Chest pitches Eric Sevareid, top Washington correspon- 
dent for CBS, carried on his evening news commentary from New York 
| Studios past week Ruth Crane, director of femme activities for 
| WMAL-CBS, named to Women's Committee of National Symphony 
| Richard P. Doherty, director of NAB’s employee-employer relations 
| department, named by President Truman as employer rep on the U. S. 
delegation to the current International Labor Office powwow in Geneva, 
Switzerland -. “News of Greater Washington,” new program patterned 
| after “CBS World News.” debuts over WTOP this week featuring pick- 
| ups from five suburban stations, with Allen Jackson Spear heading the 


yacht for frequent short cruises in gether with at-home ratings to give (2 eUn’e" and organist at WCAE, show ...WMAL-TV carrying grid games of the home team, Redskins 


, > . f , 

which all hands take a turn at a total audience figure. WNEW hotel en oan, yn mad = ~~ 
manning ship stations. | In all Blair feels that the development of the also doing daily quarter-hour > 
operations, however, it's noticeable new measurements will require re- s 





_._.“"These Great Americans,” new public service series, preemed ever 
WWDC past Sunday (23) with Quentin Reynelds narrating tribute to 
the late Wendell Willkie . Charlie Edwards, WMAL-ABC staffer. doing 


gram on ergan from there over | # Capitol theatre stint narrating the United Nations Overture written 


there's only one person at the helm. appraisal of some traditional views. WEDO in McKeesport. « by David Rese and Loew's Alan Zee 


~~ 
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were two-hundred 
on our 
K twenty-fourth 
birthday 


one gets to be 200 in 24 years? Well, first you start 

in 1925 answering to the call letters, WSM. Right off, 
you thumb your nose at the timid conception that a radio 
Station cant make a lar je talent roster pay off. You do 
this by devel ping enterta rs and building programs 
that sell a booming market. Then one sunny morning in 
October 1949 you realize you have long since passed 
the two century mark At the age of 24 you are 200 
strong on your talent roster. And you can bet your 
center slice of that birthday cake that advertisers who 
have discovered the sales power of WSM Talent- 
Production combination are a dIding their pleased giles, 
at this oul 24th with 200 using 50,000 at 650." 


That answer your questi 
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HARRY STONE Genero! Manager 
IRVING WAUGH Commercial Manager 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. NationalgRepresentative 


CLEAR CHANNEL | 
50,000 WATTS W M 
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"Howdy, fellers! We'll see you 
in Europe next month with the USAF.” 











© RED FOLEY 


“That happy-go-lucky guy from Berea, Ky.” 


Prince Albert Smoking Tobacco 


Personal Appearances: WSM ARTISTS SERVICE BUREAU, Nashville, Tenn. 


DECCA RECORDS 


WSM-NBC Coast-to-Coast 























WALLY FOWLER 


Oak Ridge Quartet 


5 Years on Prince Albert-NBC 
Coast-to-Coast 





| 
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if 


Capitol Records 
All-Night Singings 
Quartet Concerts 










For Personal Appeorences: 


WSM ARTISTS SERVICE BUREAU, Nashville, Tenn. 


= 


























LEW CHILDRE —the boy from Alabam!” 


WSM GRAND OLE OPRY 


Personal appearances, coast-to-coast 













ZEB TURNER—cranp ote opry and 


KING RECORDS 
“Tennessee Boogie” — ‘Drunkard’s Confession” 







“You're Gonna Be Lonesome” — “How Can |” 












MEL and STAN —crano ote opry, Personal 


Appearances and Capitol 
Records “I’ve Lost All” 









MACK McGARR—cranp OLE OPRY, Noon- 


time Neighbors, ‘‘Fiddlin’ ” 













Bookings:— 
WSM ARTISTS 
SERVICE BUREAU 
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“So proud to be here for 9 of the 24 years.” 


Cousin Minnie Pear! 


Grinders Switch, Tenn. 






Prince Albert 
Smoking Tobacco 


WSM-NBC COAST-TO-COAST 


“The USAF is taking us to 
Europe in November! Ah Men!” 





Personal Appearances: WSM Artists Service Bureau, Nashville, Tenn. 









































“How in cat hair air ye?” 





Rod Brasfield 


Hohenwald, Tenn. 


Prince Albert “The USAF says the boys in 
Smoking Tobacco Europe can’t get to the Grand 
Ole Opry, so we're goin’ to 

WSM-NBC COAST-TO-COAST them next month!” 


Personal Appearances: WSM ARTISTS SERVICE BUREAU, Nashville, Tenn. 
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MILTON ESTES ey 


































Po 
“The Old Flour Peddler” 
: and his 
Musical Millers 
a 8 SHOWS EACH WEEK FOR 
MARTHA WHITE 
WSM GRAND OLE OPRY 
for THAYER VETERAN’S HOSPITAL 
Martha White Flour SUNDAY HYMN SING 
5 MORNING SHOWS OVER 
MARTHA WHITE NETWORK 
MC “NOONTIME NEIGHBORS” 
WSM 
KING RECORDS 
Personal Appecoronces: WSM ARTISTS SERVICE BUREAU, Nashville, Tenn. 
"Old Cole ‘Tater’ 
. a | : rm . 4 
and His Country Boys 
“Europe with the 
USAF next month!” 
WILLYS-OVERLAND Now Booking for Next Season— 
CEDAR-CREST WORK SHOES DEWEY MOUSSON | 
COLUMBIA RECORDING ARTIST 1027 Groughen Avenue 


Nashville 4, Tenn. 8-3398 




















Weiotey, Guiiar 25, 1967 LARTETY 35 





12 Years with the WSM Grand Ole Opry 











ROY ACUFF 


and His 


Smoky Mountain Boys 





“I'll be seeing you boys 
in Europe with the USAF” 








ACUFF-ROSE PUBLICATIONS ROYAL CROWN COLA 
Nashville, Tenn. 
DUNBAR CAVE AMERICAN ACE COFFEE 
Clarksville, Tenn. | 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC ENTERPRISE | Personal Management: 


J. L. FRANK, WSM 





Clarksville, Tenn. 
































HANK WILLIAMS 


Now on the 


WSM Grand Ole Opry 





MGM Records: —_ Warren Paints 
a | Acuff-Rose Publications Duckhead Overalls 
, While er | OSCAR DAVIS, WSM_ 
Booking 





| 











“The Sweetest Voice in America” 





ACROBAT SHOES 
JEFFERSON ISLAND SALT 





& 


> \ ; 4 e | 
8 ; Columbia Records: 
Q. “CRY BABY HEART” 
a , “4 LOVE EVERYTHING ABOUT YOU” 
“ROOM FULL OF ROSES” 
“CANDY KISSES" 





















Personal Management—ROBERT B. ROSS, WSM, Nashville 
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BEASLEY SMT Tt 


Musical Director 


WSM 





London Records | 


Presents 


‘The Old Master Painter’’ 


Backed by 


“DID YOU EVER SEE A DREAM WALKING” 
Beasley Smith and His Orch 


-SNOOKY LANSON 


WSM’s Singing Stor 


in the new tune 
written by WSM 
Musical Conductor 
Beasley ("That 
Lucky Old Sun") 
Smith and Heaven 
Gillespie. 























TUNES— 


“That Lucky Old Sun” 
“Beg Your Pardon” 

















“Night Train to Memphis” 
“The Old Master Painter” 









Snooky Lanson 
“Sunday Down South” 
WSM-Lion Oil Network 
“Appointment with Music,” NBC 
“Snooky’s Song Shop” 







SHOW S— 


| - “Sunday Down South” 








Lien Oil network 








“The Mr. Smith Show,” NBC 
“Appointment with Music,” NBC 


with SNOOKY LANSON 




















Ei ERNEST TUBB 
and His 


Texas Troubadours 


7 Years on the WSM Grand Ole Opry 























10 Years on Latest Picture 

DECCA RECORDS “HOLLYWOOD BARN 

“White Chri - DANCE” 

“Blue ee eee A Screen Guild Release 

“Slipping Around” 

“Tennessee Baby WILLYS-OVERLAND 

“Filipino Rose’ 

“Warm Red Wine” | MARTHA WHITE FLOUR 
Personal Appearances - JAMES DENNY - WSM Artists Service Bureau - Nashville 








King Records 
+ ‘The Gypsy Told Me” 
“Crazy Over You” 
“‘Hangman’s Boogie”’ 
“Blue Pacific Waltz” 
“Oceans of Love” 
“Waltz With Me’ 


wserrax ric, COWBOY COPAS 


“Square Dance Jubilee’ 
A Screen Guild Release and his 





Oklahoma Cowboys 





PURINA MILLS 
‘ CEDAR-CREST WORK SHOES 


Personal Appearances 
t Coast-to-Coast 
WSM, Nashville 
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sponsors requesting regional hook- Foley, Little Jimmy Dickens Hank 
manager 
There will also be a 
line of femme square dancers 


ups. But the Reynolds “exciusive” 
prevenis anyone but local sponsors 
from moving into the picture. 


WSM currently originates five 
NBC shows, including “Opry,” 
three sustaining pop shows, and 
the “Wormwood Forest” moppet 
program. Its iatest excursion into 
the bigtime production is a 
“Sunday Down South” afternoon 
show featuring Snooky Larson 
with a cast of 45. Lion Ojl Co. Is 
picking up the tab for a 26-station 
pickup covering four states. Show 
also utilizes the talents of musical 
director Beasley Smit! the same 
Smith who. through authorship of 
“Lucky Old Sur has been pro 
jected nic thie ni onal bigtime 
and looks set te duplicate the 
success of ‘ WSMV colleague 
Francis Craig, composer of “Neat 
You 

WSM boasts 230 emplovees. of 
which 200 are on the talent end 
There's probably nothing like it in 


America 
*Opry’s’ 750G Barnstorming Take 


Grand Ole Opry: Asice from the 


Prince Albert network billings 
and loca! sponsorship coin it brings 
in, the “Op has a “byproduct 

take of $750.000 a vea That in 
cludes the $640.000 in receipts 


from the parnstorming units play 


fing nightly stands in surrounding 
states average tab is &0« plus 
the 275.900 annually whe pack 
Ryman Auditorium Saturday night 
at 30c and 60c a throw and who 
come from every state in the union 
to witness the unique four-hour 
ang + oe The Tennessee Val- 
ey bobbysoxer, incidentally, can 
screech with an authority § that 
would put her northern prototype 


fo shame, particularly, for exam- 
pie, when an Eddy Arnold comes 
on for some guest shots, as he did 
last Saturday night 

It's significant that, as it moves 
into its 25th year of broadcasting, 
“Opry” has been chosen by the 
War Department to fly to military 
installations in Europe next month 


99) 
“ac 


WSM’s Pot of Gold 


Continued from page 30 





Williams, and general 


Harry Stone 


Recordings: WSM is home base 
for Dinah Shore, who, incidentally, 
has dedicated her new Columbia 
release, “Dear Hearts and Gentle 
People.” io the station. The WSM 
kilocycles alsw incubated’ Kitty 
Kallen. Kay Armen, Jerry Sulli- 
van and James Melton ‘who sang 
in Francis Craigs dance 
at the Hote Hermitage ere 
That Hermitage booking ne 
aentall\ was a 20-veal date 
topped onliv by Guy Lombardo at 
the Roosevelt, N. Y ong before 
Craig hit the Near You jackpot 
with 3.000.000 disk Saies In one 
veal a record to a ’-month 
period), with Craig pocketing a 10 
rovalty on each He's a rie g1 
today. but still oversees the WSM 
musical |liprar 

WSM and “Opry continue as 
the storming ground for George 
Morgan ‘Candy Kisses 

The WSM “cast” includes Fred 
die Rose, whose Jealous Heart 
is now going great guns since Art 
Mooney adapted it into the pop 
idiom: Ernest Tubb, who has 15 
0G0.000 Decca sales to his credit 
and is No. 2 ‘topped only by 
Crosby! on the Decca charts: Beas 
lev Smith. whose newest one Old 
Master Painter’ gets Nov. 1 re 
lease by London. to be followed 
by God's Country Rov Acull 
whose total disk sales have hit 
25,000,000; Red Foley, who has an 
11,000,000 disk sales rep: Eddy Ar- 


nold, who is depositing $100,000 a 


year in royalty checks 


Today, the Castle 


Hank Wil- 
liams, good for $65.000 a year. 
Recording 


outfit, in Nashville, is perhaps the 
busiest auxiliary plant in the U. S.; 


that’s where the boys 
the profits for Decca 
Capital, Victor London, et 

Stone has but one regret 


groove 
Columbia 


out 


Some 


years back he proposed an Acuff- 


Arnold-Tubb subsidiary venture to 


TECHNICIAN STRIKE AT 
CAMDEN RCA AVERTED 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25 

A strike of 500 technicians sched- 
uled for yesterday (Mon.) at the 
RCA Victor division of RCA’s Cam- 
den, N. J., plant, was averted after 
23 hours of last-minute negotiating 
over the weekend. 

Paul Hill. vice-president of Local 


241. Federation of Architects. En- 
gineers, Chemists and Technicians 
said that an agreement had been 


reached between union negotiators 
and Arnold K. Weber, RCA vee- 
pee in charge of personnel. The 
presented to the ful! 
ting committee today. whicl 
submit the agreement t« 


terms were 
ne ou; 


voted to 


the entire membership 

The terms were not disclosed 
although the union had demanded 
a 1l3c package while the com- 
pany had .offered a 5c hourly in- 
crease Locad 103, United Electri 


cal Workers (CIO). which has 6.000 
production employees in the plant 


reached an ,agreement of its own 
with the company last week. but 
voted to support Loca! 241 in the 


event of a strike 


Vancouver Daily Hires 
First Radio Columnist 


Vancouver, Oct. 25 

Dick Diespecker, longtime asso- 
ciated with CJOR here. latterly as 
production manager, has left to he 
come radio coiumnist with the Van- 
couver Daily Province. This is the 
radio column in city newspapers in 
the Province. Diespecker will also 
handle all radio activities for the 
newspaper, which is expected t 
devote more attention to radio in 
the field of promotion than here 
tofore. 

Succeeding Diespecker at CJOR 
as production manager will be 
Dorwin Baird. 








Albany, N. ¥.—Gertrude Quinn 
has been appointed director of 
radio and television for Brown 
Roberts & Bangert of Albany. She 


served as traffic manager for 


WSM Talent’s Top 10 Best Disk Sellers 


Total Disks 


Name Recording Co. Sold 
Rov Acuff .....ceeeeeeeee oe (Columbia) 25.000 000 
i Se 8 cake tae es ¥ebee (Decca) 15,000,000 
Red Foley _ , (Decca) 11.000.000 
Eddy Arnold ‘ex-“Grand Ole Opry”) (Victor) 10,000,000 
Bradley Kincaid ............ (Various companies’ 9.000.000 
> rrr errs y (Columbia) 6,000,000 
CY GD .. cca cases sees cos (King) 4.000 000 
Peemets CRO... cc ccccs eenke aun Oil ((Bullett) 3.500.000 
Pe CD cscecnetaees + see tae (M-G-M) 2.000.000 


Beasley Smith 


(London, others) 1.000.000 








WTAG’S ELECTORAL ‘City Mayor Would Quit 


‘PLAN OF TWO CITIES’ 


Mass.. Oct. 25 
remote-control 
used by WTAG 
this city, which 
charter and 

proportional 
representation—next month Sta- 
tion’s political analyst. Clyde Hess 
hit on the idea of asking cities with 
similar problems for direct personal 
answers to the question of council- 
manager government and PR 

List of questions on the civic 
matters were sent to qualified au- 
thorities in Cambridge and Lowell, 


Worceste! 

Novel method of 
interviews is being 
and WTAG-FM in 
change of 
tion 


faces. a 


new type of eile 


Mass.: Richmond, Cincinnati, Hart- 
ford and Oklahoma City Answers 
are recorded bv the experts. and 
the disks sent back to Hess. who 
integrates them into a 15-minute 
program. “Plan of Two Cities.” to- 
gether with background commen 
tar Guest on the program Sun 
da\ 30) will be Charles Henry 


Taft. of Cincinnati, brother of Sen 


Robert & Taft. 
Series will continue’ through 
Nov. 6 


ST. L. SCHOOL SERIES KUDOSED 
St. Louis, Oct. 25 


WEW and “St Louis Public 


Schools last week copped awards | 


from the School Broadcast Confer- 
ence in Chicago for radio, programs 
sponsored by the schools and pre- 
sented over the station. The pro- 
grams were “Our Misscuri Consti- 
tution” and “Science for You.” 
Lacille Sutherland, principal of 


To Direct Station If 
FCC OK’s Illinois Bid 


St. Louis. Oct. 25 

Should FCC again change its 
mind and okay an application of 
Robert L. and Richard |! Kern, 
owners of the Bellville. Ill... News- 
Democrat. a daily paper, to build 
a new radio station in that 
town, Hizzoner H. V. Calhoun will 
toss up the city job to become pub- 
lic service director of the station 

FCC originally gave the green- 
light to the application to operate 
on 1.260 kc on 1 kw power. Then 
WTMV., in East St. Louis. 10 miles 
away, beefed because of Calhoun’'s 
status and proposed site for the 
transmitter The East St. Louis 
station also wants to change its fre- 
quency from 1.490kc to that asked 
for bv the Kerns bres. sanrd_alean ta 
increase iis power to one kw dur- 
ing the day 

As a result of WTMV's beef. FCC 


has reopened the case for additional 
hearings. Calhoun whe was 
superintendent of the Belleville 
Public Schools. was elected to the 
top city job last spring on an anti- 
gambling and reform platform. 


WASK’s 1006 Blaze 


Indianapolis. Oct. 25. 
Studios of WASK at Lafayette, 
Ind., were destroyed by fire Satur- 
day (22). Damages were estimated 
at close to $100,000 Fire broke 
out early in morning. before ste- 


for a 15-day series of perform- handle all their own stuff. Had it WTRY, Troy, and WROW. Albany. the Ashland Schoool, copped an tion went on air and while studio 
ances. The top performers, 27 in materialized, the boys could have phefore joining the advertising or- award for writing and giving a se- was deserted. 

all, have been chosen for the dug their own private vault into ganization and after graduating ries of programs on the United WASK resumed operations from 
junket, including Roy Acuff, Red Fort Knox from College of St. Rose. Nations over WEW. its studios at Frankfort. 
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~ NBC AXES UNSOLD SUSTAINERS | 





Breakdown of U.S. 2565,000 TV Sets 


New York City set a new 
during September, with 45,000 


record for television set circulation 


receivers having been installed, 


according to the latest estimates of the NBC research division. 
That would mean an average of 1,500 sets installed each day in 


the greater N. Y. area. With 
air during the month, m« 
hig step forward, with 


several new 
-anwhile, 
tne ‘otal 


stations coming on the 
set circulation generally took a 
for the country now reaching 


2.565.000. Figure represents an increase of 255,000 over the Sept. | 


estimate, representing the 
lowing is the city-by-cily 


No. of 

City Stations 
New York 7 
Philadelphia 
Los Angeles 
Chicago 
Boston 
Detroit 
Baltimore 
Cleveland 
Washington 
St. Louis 
New Haven 
Milwaukee 
Buffalo 
Minn.-St 
Cincinnati 
Schenectady 
Pittsburgh 
Toledo 

Atlanta 
Providence 

Ft. Worth-Dallas 
Wilmington 
tichmond 
Dayton 

San Francisco 
Lancaster 
Columbus 
Syracuse 
Louisville 
Seattle 
San Dicgo 
Erie 
Miami 
Oklahoma City 
Indianapolis 
Rochegte 
Houston 
Memphis 

New Orleans 
Salt L City ! 
Charlotte l 
(;rand Rapids 1 
Omaha ‘ : 2 
Birmingham 
Johnstown 


~j] ww « 


iw 


‘een e ee 


eeeee 


~— oe ie le LS 


Paul 


—— = Cw iy 


—s pe ee ees es ee pe et ee ee eee ee PS ee IS me me IS = 


kro 
TRE 


Cireensboro ! 
Aibuquerque ‘a I 
47 
OTHER 


ee 


Kansas 

Utica ee 

Jacksonville 

Davenport, Ia. 

Tulsa 

Huntington, W. Va. 

Bloomington, Ind. 

San Antonio 

All others ' 

c . a 

Total 


City 





biggest 
breal:dou 


rate of increase in months. Fo 
as compiled by NBC 


No. of Inc. Over 
Sets Last Month 
860.000 45.000 
228.000 13.000 
213,000 26.000 
195.000 17,000 
146,000 21.000 
90,000 9,000 
7.700 11,600 
87,700 12.200 
63,200 5.800 
49,500 8.700 
44.100 4,000 
41,100 8,300 
35,900 7,400 
35,200 5.900 
34,600 5,500 
32,000 2,900 
32,000 7,000 
22,000 2,000 
17,000 1,000 
16,500 2.200 
16,000 2.700 
15,900 2.500 
15,500 1,100 
14,700 4,000 
14,600 2,600 
13,800 2.800 
13,000 4.100 
11,509 3,100 
10,600 “1,400 
10,100 1,500 
10,100 3,000 
10,000 1.700 
9,700 100 
9,700 2.800 
9,200 1,600 
8.500 2.000 
8.500 1.000 
8.100 1.500 
8.000 500 
6.700 400 
6,500 2.000 
6.200 1.700 
6.000 2.000 
5,100 1,100 
5,000 1,400 
4.600 3.400 
1.200 100 
2.529.300 267.600 
CITIES 
7.000 3.500 
2.500 800 
1.500 1,500 
1,000 1.000 
1,000 1,000 
400 400 
300 300 
100 100 
21,900 22,200 
2 565,00 000 255, 000 








Martin & Lewis TV 
Bow Pushed Up 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
following their guesting on Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” last 
Tuesday might (18), are being 
rushed into their own video show 
by NBC-TV. Web this week set 
three different teams of scripters 
to work in lining up program ideas 
and, as soon as the best is selected, 

kinescope will be lensed for pitch- 
ing to clients and ad agencies. 

Comedians are slated to leave for 
the Coast soon work in 
producer Hal Wallis’ sequel to “My 
Friend Irma” for Paramount As 
a result, NBC is mulling the possi- 
bility of putting their video show 
on straight film, similar to the way 
“Life of Riley” is now transcribed 
for tele. Alternate would be to air 
the show live from whichever coast 
Martin & Lewis happen to be 
working. and then kinescope it for 
networking purposes 

With the comics” 
still seeking a bankroller. 


to start 


radio program 
NBC 


originally hoped {to postpone their- 


video debut until a single sponsor 


could be lined up for both media 
Generally good reaction to thei: 
“Texaco” guestint, however, con- 


vinced the web the team should be 
handed their own TV program as 
rapidly as possible. 


NBC MELTS ON ‘ICE,’ 
GIVING NOD TO CBS 


A “hands across Madison ave- 
nue” deal, involving seldom heard- 
of cooperation between two com- 
peting networks, was set this week 
when NBC-TV granted permission 
to CBS-TV for the latter to move 
its cameras into the Center theatre 


Sunday night (30) for a pickup of 
the “Howdy, Mr. Ice" show for 
“Tonight on Broadway.’ 

Indie producer Martin Gosch, 


who packages the “Broadway” 
series. is still encountering con- 
siderable difficulty in lining up 
legit shows for the program. As a 
result. he decided to do a capsule 
version of the Sonja Ienie-Arthur 
M: Wirtz ice production. NBC 
however, has exclusive video rights 
to any program emanating from 
Radio City, which includes the 
Center. Gosch, as a result. pitched 
the “philosophy” of the = series 
which incorporates full cooperation 
among all theatrical guilds and 
unions for the benefit of show biz 
as a whole. to NBC brass. who 
kicked through with the oka 


——____ 


Wyllis Cooper to CBS 


Wyllis Cooper 

Lights Out” from 1933-36 and 
created “Quiet Please” on Mutua! 
and ABC, starts Monday (3!) a 
an executive writer - producer - di- 
rector at CBS-T\ 

Cooper's most recent tele 
was “Volume One, Numbers 
,on ABC-TY, 


who directed 


stint 
1-6 


of the first half-hour 


iN. ¥. 


FLM FILLERS 
NEW TV POLICY 


NBC television has decided to 
take off the air all house-built pack 
age shows and other 
which have been unsuccessful in 
sharing a sponsor, replacing them 
with film programs. Move is being 
taken, according to program chiet 
Norman Blackburn, for reasons of 
but he emphasized that 
packages will still be available 
for bankrolling. 

Blackburn explained 


econoin' 
the 


that the 


web has found it too expensive to | 


continue airing such sustainers as 
“Believe It or Not” week after 
week. As a result, the show has 
been kinescoped weekly for the last 
several months. Program and sales 
department toppers will scan the 
transcriptions carefully to select the 
best ones and then use them to 
pitch the program to interested ad- 


vertisers and agencies. In _ that 
way, Blackburn pointed out, the 
web wil! have audition recordings 


of such progranim on hand. and can 
eliminate the expense of airing the 
show each week. 

“Believe It” took the air almost 
year ago under the sponsorship 
of Motorola, but that outfit ankled 
at the end of the first cycle. Web 
has since programmed the show on 
a sustainiing basis, and it is now 
aired Wednesday nights from 10 
to 10:30. Last Hooper report gave 
it an 11.3 rating. Another program 


in the same category is Carleton 
FE. Morse’s “Mixed Doubles.” Do- 
mestic comedy was given a free 
ride on the web for several months, 
but failed to tag the necessary 
sponsor. It was subsequently pulled, 
but the web is still peddling kine 


recordings of the program 
tjlackburn expressed confidence 


that there is still sufficient film 

iilabke of good quality to main 
tain audience interest in the sus 
taining time slots In addition. he 
said. NBC will try as far as possi 
ble to surround the film shows with 
top-rated sponsored programs, in 
order to keep the time “hot.” Web's 
move in eliminating its sustainers 


is the latest development in a trend 
followed now by all the webs of 
keeping their expensive packages 
on ice until a bankroller is found 


Saks-34th, N.Y., Joins 
Dept. Store TV Invasion; 
Bankrolls DuM’s ‘Shopper’ 


Saks-34th. N. YY. department 
store, signed this week as sponsor 
of DuMont's 
“Your Television Shopper,” aired 
Mondays through Fridays from 11 
m. to noon over WABD, N. Y 
Store is the second N. Y. firm of 
that kind to enter TV bankroliing 
in less than a month, with Gim- 
bels now sponsoring “Truex Fa- 
mily” via the N. Y. Daily News 
WPIX 

Kathi Norris, star 
and her assistants are to be given 
tree rein in handling the store's 
merchandise and will “shop” the 
store daily for her viewers In 
addition. she'll add Saks’ buvers 
designers, copywriters and com 
parison shoppers to her list of 
Zuest interviewees 


417 Auditioned For 
Li'l Abner, Daisy Mae 


of “Shopper. 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 
Mort Millman has returned to 
N. Y¥. with six possibilities for the 
roles of Li'l Abner and Daisy Mae 
in the forthcoming “Lil Abner 
show which bows @er ABC-TV on 
Jan. 1. Roles of Pappy Yokum and 
Mammy Yokum have been filled b 

Bobby Barry and Lillian Morton 
Millman tested a total of 417 
thesps for roles of Abner and Daisy 
Viae. Six now under consideration 
are Warde Donovan, Palmer Lee, 
Jim Condon for Abner and Marilyn 
Monroe, Anita Lhoest and Carolina 
Seitz for Daisy Mae. Millman has 


looked at these six thesps on closed 
circuit video tests and has made 
lfm sound films which he took to 
for Al Capp to look ove 


sustainers | 





'TV Programming Swing Stil L.A NY:; 
Rogers, Pickford, Boyd HQ in East 


NBC Satie ' TV Axe 


NBC television, in anothet 
econo move last week 
lopped nine directors and as 
sociate directors from its pay 
rol With most of the webs 
sustainers being taken off the 
air, the production staff was 
found to be overloaded, a 


i cording to an NBC spokesman 


Personnel who were axed 
were given the usual 90-da) 


notice 


Berle's 73.7 Far 
Out in Front In 
TV Hooperatings 





Milton Berle’s “Texaco Stat 
Theatre” topped the Hooper TV 
network rating parade in the first 
reports on the new fall season 
grabbing off a 73.7 which almost 
doubled the rating of the No. 2 
show Arthur Godfrey & Friends 
While the Berle leadership had 


been almost a foregone conclusion 
however, the surprise factor in the 


“top 10° lineup was the appea: 
ance of five dramatic programs 
Their prevalence on the list is be 
lieved to indicate a growing trend 
toward that type of show on TV 

In the first Pulse rating taken 
in N. Y. for the heavily competi 
tive Thursday night slots, mean 
while, ABC-TV’s “Stop the Musi 
walked away with honors. grab 
bing off a top figure for the fina 
quarter-hour of 30. Pulse ratings 
were taken Oct. 13 and included 
for the first time CBS ry 
“Inside | Ss \ with Che, 
rolet produced by Arthur 
Schwartz and the “Ed Wynn 
Show.” Former opus. bucking the 
last half-hour of “Stop the Music 
trailed that program with a top 
figure of 13.5. Wynn show took a 
14 for the first quarter-hour and a 
13. for the second. Opposing it 
were NBC-TV's Olsen & Johnson 
show, with a 27, and ABC-TV's 
“Crusade in Europe.” which wound 
up with a 16 


Lineup of dramatic shows on 
Hooper's TV network ratings, which 
were taken in video homes only, 
was topped by NBC-TV's “Philco 
Piayhouse,” in third place with a 
37.7. Others included “Suspense” 
in sixth position, “Chevrolet Tele 
Theatre” In seventh and “Fireside 
Theatre” in eighth. “Top 10° fist 
was paced by NBC with five shows 


while CBS and ABC had two each 

and DuMont trailed with one 
Following is the Hooper “Top 

10 
Texaco Star Theatre 73.7 
Arthur Godtrey & Friends 398 
Philco TV Playhouse 37.7 
Stop the Music 377 
Colgate Theatre 349 
Suspense 343 
Chevrolet Tele-Theatre 32.7 
Fireside Theatre 309 
More Amsterdam 29.5 
Crusade in Rurope 29.1 


Murphy Named to Direct 
Crosley TV Operations 


23 


than 


Da’ 
m TO Murphy 
WLW D. Das 
promoted to director 


ton. Oct 
general 
ton. has been 
video op 
Broadcast 


Jol 
aver ol 
ot 
erations for the Crosley 
ing Corp 

H. Peter 
for V1. 
general 
video 
Faust 


was 


Lasker 
V Da was 
inanager of the 
Station and A Dono: 
WLW-D program dire« 
named assistant general 
ager of the station 

In his new post 
have general super 
television activities of 1 
Corp. in Dayton, Cincinnati 
Columbus. 


sales manage 


oted to 


Day 


prom 

ton 
an 

tor 


man 


il 
of all 
he Crosles 


and 


Muar phy 


sion 


——+ 


Despite the heated verbal com- 
petition between east and west 
coast television execs over which 
will assume the top spot in TV pro- 
gramming, the swing, at least at 
this time, has been all L.A. to N.Y. 
List of Hollywood production execs, 
agency toppers and indie producers 
who have moved to N.Y. to launch 
their video work grows steadily 
longer, even though Coast produc- 
tion facilities are reported gradu- 


ally catching up wiih those in the 
east 
Latest Hollywood contingent to 


stake out a site in eastern video is 
the Mary Picktord-Buddy Rogers- 
Mal Boyd trio, who made _ their 
move to N.Y. permanent this week 
by incorporating as a radio-TV pro- 
duction outfit under the title of 
PRB, Inc. In addition to handling 
Rogers’ current BC’ radio show, 
his projected vid@o series and a 
possible radio program starring 
Miss Pickford, they plan also to 
branch out into personal manage 
ment, packaging radio rt 
shows for any performers they, 
might take on as clients They 
plan to headquarter permanently 
in N.Y., although they might estab- 
lish a Coast office following Boyd's 
scheduled trip to Hollywood in the 
near future. 

Fact that so many 
wood agencies are breaking into 
video in the east is probably ex- 
plained by the fact that most of 
the activity currently is centered 
in N.Y. In addition, the lack of 
any nation-wide coaxial cable link 
and the quality of kinescope re- 
cordings probably figures in. al- 
though CBS-TV's “Ed Wynn” show, 
as the first bigtime kine from 
the Coast, is helping to boost that 
process. Ad agencies. of 
are moving their personnei 
into video becausé few et 
have yet set up Hollywood TY 
duction offices 


of the Hollv- 


course 
east 

them 
pro 


Among the ad agenc, 
ing the L.A. to N.\¥ 
been Tony Stanford. now 
& Rubicam’s video setup: Earl Ebi 
who is now working on a special 
TV deal for Eastman Kodak 

Contnnes on page 43 


‘Amateur Hear’ 
Also as TV Pix 


The Ted Mack “Original Ama- 
teur Hour,” currently sponsored on 
radio (ABC) and television (NBC 
by Old Gold, may also wind up as 
a 30-minute TV film series as well. 


execs mak 
video trek have 
in Young 


with 


Plans are now under way by 
Remack Enterprises, which pack- 
ages the AM-TV series, as well as 


the “Original Amateur Hour” stage 
units, to extend the tyro perform- 
ance program to vidpix. However, 
it would be handled as a separate 
enterprise, distinct from the Old 
Gold-sponsored, two-way spread 


NBC STILL MULLING 
0&J SUCCESSOR 


NBC television to 
set a replacement for the Olsen & 
Johnson show, which vacates the 
Thursday night 8 to 9 slot after to- 
morrow (27 Web currently 
pitching another hour-long pro- 
gram at several potentia! sponsors 
but declined to divulge its title or 
format until a deal is inked If 
the contract hasn't jelled by the 
following week the time will 
naturally be filled with sustaining 
material, which will most likely be 
a feature filn 

O. & J. exit thei 
after toamorro night 
pletion of their first 13-week cycle 
Official reason furnished for thetr 
cancellation was that the two come- 
dians felt they had been working 
too hard and needed a rest. It Is 
believed. however, that the threat 
to auto manufacturing caged by 
the steel strike influenced Bulck’s 
decision in giving up the program. 
Agency on the accom & Kudner. 





date has not 
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Buick contract 
ai the com- 
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Advertisers get the biggest 





ratings in all radio— 
I] of the top 15—on CBS. 








Advertisers get the biggest 


average audience in all radio— 


20% bigger—on CBS. 
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: 6“ 29 
Even leaving out the “top 15, 


advertisers still get the biggest 
average in all radio—on CBS: 


Advertisers gel the biggest 
audiences at the lowest cost in 


all radio—only on CBS. 


Source: C. E. Hooper, Oct. 1-7, 1949 
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Scenic Artists 
Set New Hassle 


Television industry, already be- 
set with varied labor problems, is 
now in the midst of another hassle, 
this time with the United Scenic 
Artists. N. Y. Local 829. Guild, 
whose members now handle all set 
designing and construction for the 











Sullivan, Stauffe 


r, Colwell & Bayles. 





Estimated Weekly Network Program Costs: 1949-'50 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, 
Writers, Royalties, Freelance Directors, Transportation, Prizes, Etc., But Not Commercial 
Announcers, Agency Directors, Agency Commission or Time Charges 


Agencies listed by initials are Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample; Foote, Cone & Belding; Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; Young & Rubicam: 





major TV webs, as well as the local 








N.Y. stations. is demanding wage ~ 
parit vith the guild shops which 
design and =©construct sets for 
Broadway legit shows 


PROGRAM 


r\ de ners have threatened to Adventures of Ozzie and 


“ ke i their demands are not Harriet. The 
. in a situation believed Un- adventures of Sam Spade 
pa ed in previous labor Gifll- adventures of Sherlock 
culties, however, they will permit Holmes 
be serviced | Aldrich Family 
. shoj ' a strike ts ¢a American Album of 
This would st throw a heavy} Familiar Music 
siacle n the webs pati SIT « 
work ould have to be don 
side e studios on consig Amos ‘n’ Andy 
and then brought in in time Jack Armstrong 
shows —and at the higher Armstrong's Theatre 
local 829 was the first t al ef Teday 
craft guild to sign with 7 en Aunt Jenny 
the scale was established er. Gene Autry 
was set considerably t ti 
- ihe egit designers on the wets Backstage Wife 
assumption that video offers year 
round work whereas designers 


Jack Renny 


working in legit may be employed 
Ac ! n | pic Jack Berch 


on two or three months out of < 
\ieetings have been pei Fdgar Bergen 
between the  net- Beulah 
bargaining committee and Biz Sister 
reps of the guild but, to date, no Big ~-sase — 
settiement is in sight Big Town 


ear ra 
continuous 
works 


Breakfast Club 





No ‘Rose Marie’ Treatment ‘ranay neice 
For Canada TV, Sez CBC ride :room 


Brighter Day 


Exec; Seen as New Art Burns & Allen 


Toronto, Oct. 25. Judy Canova d 
Television will never be “photo- Captain Midnight 
graphed radio” nor a bonanza for Carnation Hour 
mushrooming makers of routine C@rnesie Hall 
filmy shorts. The sooner sponsors C@Valeade of Amer 
and TV producers realize this the Challenge of the Yukon 
sooner TV will become the social Chance of a Lifetime 
household force it deserves to be Chesterfield Supper Club 
This was the keynote of an ad- Christtgn Science Monitor 
dress by Ernest Bushnell, director- _ Views the News 
general of programming for the Cities Service Band 
siate-operated Canadian Broadcast- Clb 15 — 
ing Corp., when he spoke to the Counter SP) 
35! snnual convention here of County Fair 
the Assn. of Camadian Advertisers. Crime Photographer 
After studies of TV in the U.S ae —— 
and the United Kingdom during Curtain Time 
the past six months, Bushnell said: ~" " "°C C*{*** 
*| have formed one conclusion D & H Miners 
T\ is a new visual art that is a Stella Dallas 
combination of 60° theatre, 30°; 
films and 10° sound. If adver- 
tisers think TV will concinue as Date With Judy 
photographed radio they better 
quickly get such notions out of A Day in the Life of 
their heads, and the sooner TV Dennis Day 
will advance to the position it de- Morten Downry 
serves as a great social force.” 
As director-general of CBC's | Dr. 1. Q. 
three national networks, he said Double or Nothing 
that ‘we are determined that TV in Dragnet 
Canada will not be given the Galen Drake 
“Rose-Marie’ treatment of Mount- Alex Dreier 
ies and Indians. We will not rely 


on imported kinescope, though this Duffy's Tavern .......... 
has its place, from New York, Lon- | 
don and Hollywood. We will use Jimmy Durante ......... 


Canadian talent and find new Can- 

adian talent and train it. The CBC 

intends to produce a_ balanced 

schedule of TV programs to main- 

tain the interest in Canadian cul- 

ture of those Canadians investing FBI in Peace & War 

in TV machines. This will create a Ji : . 

rey : . "i mmie Fidler 

lV picture that meets Canada’s na- »..  , «:: 

tional needs; and on this basis, TV First Nighter iin 
é = 5 Sis, . ~~ —_—_ el meat 

in Canada will be founded.” Front Page Farrell 


Lydia Gray Bankrolls Gangbusters 
McElhone Vice Eigen ive & take 


Arthur Godtrey 
Eloise McElhone takes over the 
Thursday night slot on the Du 
Mont web now occupied by Jack 
Figen starting Nov. 15, with Lydia Arthur Godfrey's Talent 
Giray Facial Tissues continuing as Scouts 
sponsor She'll do a woman’s com- The Goldbergs ; 
mentary show, featuring interviews Grand Central Station 
with guest personalities Grand Ole Opry 
Program is aired from 7:30 to Grand Slam 
745 pom. Agency on the account Great Gildersleeve 


ee 
Tee Pat MOM... ... ..cccce 
Father Knows Best 


Arthur Gaeth 


is Federal 


Greatest Story Ever Told 


San Antonio—Timed to coincide |. ... 
with WOAIL-TV's first test pattern Guiding Light 
operations, San Antonio's first TV jatimark Playhouse 
se earings ea ie, Bil agri Alice Faye 
Television contest. Winner of the Bevis Serum 
contest will be selected at a televi- oa 
sion exhibit scheduled for Nov. 7, 8 Harvest of Stars 
and 9 Each will be awarded a con- Bob Hawk coeeeees 
tract guaranteeing at least six pro- | Gabriel Heatter 
fessional appearances over WOAI- Horace Heidt renee 
ive Hilltop House ...... eee 


Dr. Christian te : " rt 


Fibber McGee & Molly ..... 


WORK 


ABC 
NBC 


ABC 
NBC 


NBC 


. ~ 
- C) 
ae 


CBS 
CBS 
CBS 


NBC 


CBS 
NBC 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
NBC 
NBC 
ABC 


NBC 
ABC 


CBS 
CBS 
NBC 
MBS 
CBS 
ABC 
NBC 
ABC 
ABC 
NBC 


ABC 
NBC 
CBS 
ABC 
CBS 
CBS 
ABC 
CBS 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 


.. ABC 


NBC 
NBC 
. CBS 
NBC 


_.. NBC 


NBC 


.. ABC 


.. NBC 
.. NBC 


.. NBC 


.. CBS 
.. ABC 
NBC 
NBC 


.. CBS 
.. ABC 
CBS 


.. NBC 


.. ABC 


CBS 
CBS 
CBS 


CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
NBC 
CBS 
NBC 


ABC 


CBS 

. CBS 
.» NBC 
.. CBS 


.. NBC 
.. Cas 
MBS 
CBS 


COST 


$7,500 
6.000 


1.500 
10.000 


5.000 


20.000 
2,000 


30.000 
3.500 
22 000 
10.000 
3.000 
7,000 
5.000 
2.000 
(Per Qual 


6,000 
1,500 

Per Segment 
2.500 
12,000 


8.500 
2.750 
6.500 
5.000 
11.500 
2.500 
3.500 


10,000 


1.500 
6.500 
10.500 
4.500 
3.500 
6.500 
L500 
30.000 
4.500 


3.500 
3,500 


5,000 


9,500 
6,500 
6,500 
3,750 
3,500 
4,500 
1.500 
1,250 


10,500 


17,500 


10,000 
5,500 
8,500 

17,500 


5.500 
2.750 
3.500 
3,000 


750 


6.000 
2.500 
4.500 
(Per 
segment) 


9 000 
7.500 
3,500 
4.500 
4.500 
11.000 


5 000 


3.500 


6.000 
14.500 
2,750 
10 O60 
6.500 
5,000) 
9.590 
2,500 


SPONSOR 


H. J. Heinz Co 
Wildrooi 


Petri Wine Co 
Ceneral Foods 


Sterling Drug 


Lever Bros 
General Mills. Inc 


Armstrong 
Lever Bros 
Wrigley Gum 


Sterling Drug 


Lucky Strike 
Prudential Ins 
Coca-Cola 

Procter & Gamble 
Procter & Gamble 
Pall Mall 

Lever Bros 
General Mills, Ine 
Phileo Corp 


Swift & Co en 


eee 
Sterling 


Procter & Gamble 
Block Drug Co . 


Colgate —_ 
Wonder Co 
Carnation 
American Oiji| Co 
duPont 

Quaker Oats Co 
Bruner Ritter 
Chesterfield 





So yepemermoninesatie 
AGENCY PRODUCER 
Maxon, Inc Ted Yoli 
BBD&O Wm. Spiet 
Ya& R led Bliss 
1: & R Joe Scibetta 
a Midian oes Frank & Anne 


Ruthrauff & Rvyan 
Knox - Reeves 


BBD&O 
Ruthrauff & Rvyan 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 


DFS 


BBD&O 

Benton - Bowles 

D'Arcy 

Oo FS 

Compton 

SSC&B 

SSC&B 

Tathum - Laird 

... Hutchins Ady 

rr J. Walter Thompson 
nr DFS 

DDFs 


2s Compton 
ree Cecil & Presbrey 
.o-... Ted Bates 
Hill Blackett 
Erwin, Wasey 
Jos. Hatz 
BBD&O 
Sherman & Marquette 
Raymond Spector Co 
Newell - Emmett 


Christian Science Monitor H. B. Humphrey 


Cities 
Campbell Soup 
Pepsi-Cola 

Borden 

Philip Morris 
General Mills. Ine 
Chests rfield 

Mars Candy - 


service 


Hudson Coal ..... 
Sterling Drug ea 


Revere Camera 


Colgate 

Coca-Cola 
Chesebrough ..... 
Mars Candy ~ 
Campbell Soup ... 
Wildroot a 
Pillsbury Mills ... 
Skelley Oil pana 


Blatz Beer 


Camels ne 


Prudential Ins 
Norwich Pharmacal 
General Foods 
S. C. Johnson 


Procter & Gamble 
Carter 
Campana 


Whitehall Pharmacal 


United Elec., 
General Foods 
Toni 

Gold Seal 
Nat'l Biscuit 
Lee Pharmacal 
Chesterfield 


Lipton Tea 
General Foods 
Pillsbury Mills 
R. J. Reynolds 
Continental Baking 
Kraft 


* 
Goodyear Tire & Rub Co Kudner 


Procter & Gamble 


Hall Bros 
Rexall Drug 
Babbitt 


International Harve 
Camels 
Co-op 
Philip Morris 
Alka Seltzer 


Ellington 

Ward Wheelock 
jiow Cea 

Kenvon & Eckhardt 
Biow Co 

DFS 

Newell - Emmett 
ee 


...... Clements 
eee | lg 


Roche, Williams & 
Cleary 


er Ted Bates 
ere D’Arey 
wate McCann - Erickson 
-henes Grant 
pial Ward Wheelock 
ver BBD&O 
...+...Leo Burnett 
cm-we Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald 
......Kastor, Farrel. Ches- 
ley & Clifford 
giana Esty .. 
... Benton & Bowles 
e. Lawrence Gumbinner 
.Benton & Bowies 
Needham. Louis. 
Brorby 
Biow ‘ 
SSC&B 
Wallace-Ferry-Hanly 
John F. Murray 


Radio & 
Mach. Workers of Amer 


Weinstein Co 
Young & Rubicam 
rere F.C. & B 

i. aes Campbell-Mithun 
— McCann - Erickson 
, DFS 

......Newell - Emmett 


ee ££ 2 
ere Y&R 
Leo Burnett 
Wm. Esty 
Ted Bates 
J. Walter Thompson 


Compton 


Te F.C.&B 
i 
Duane Jones .... 


ster MeCann-Erickson 


Wm. Esty 
SE stem eatinse 
** Wade ee ee ee eeee 


Hummert 


Glen Middleton 
James Jewell 


Ira Avery 
Robert Steele 
Wim. Burch 


Frank & Anne 
liummert 


Hilliard Marks 
llerb Leder 
Jess Oppenheimer 
Tom McKnight 
Mitchell Grayson 
Bernard Prockter 
Jerry MeGill 
Cliff Peterson 


Cliff Peterson 
‘Unassigned 
Marvin Beck 


eee 


David Lesan 
Wm. Burns 


Jos. Rines 

Kirby Hawks 
Chas. Cottington 
Robert Swan 
Geo. Kondolf 
Fred Flowerday 
Bob Jennings 
Bob Moss 


Phe Ips Cates 


Ace Ochs 
Philips H. Lord 
Leonard Carlton 
John Dietz 
Vincent Rowe 
Bill Morro 
Harry Holcombe 
Jos. Daly 


Frank & Anne 
Hummert 


Aleen Stanley .... 
Bil! Harding 
Paul Lewis 
Dorothy McCann 


Diana Bourbon 
Bill Rousseau 
Bill Melllvian 


Ed Gardner 
Phil Cohan 
Murray Bolen 
E. J. Rosenberg 
Ken Burton 


Frank Pittman 
Betty Mandeville 
J. Van Nostrand 
Jos. Ainley 
Frank & Anne 


Hummert > aeee 


ABC Staff 

Phillips H. Lord 
Jack Carne 
Will Roland 
Will Roland 
Will Roland 
Will Roland 


Larry Puck 


Gertrude Berg ; ; 


Martin Horrell 
Al Foster 


Fran Van Harten- 
sveldt a 
Radio Program Pro- 
ductions Co. 
David Lesan...... 
Bill Gay ‘pene 
Paul Phillips ..... 
Frank & Anne 
Hummert 
Glan Heisch 
Don Bernard 
Max Heatter 
Jerry Bourne 
Wold Associates 


Irene Beasley ‘ 














HEAD 
WRITER 


Ozzie Nelson 
John Hayes 


Dennis Green 


Norman Tokat 


..- Frank & Anne 


Hummert 
Robert Ross 
James Jewell 


... Freelance 
Freelance 
Wm. Burch 


.. Frank & Anne 


Hummert 

Sam Perrin 
Faith Fay 
Zeno Klinker 
Bill Freedman 
Julian Funt 
Freelance 

.. Jerry McGill 

... Freelance 


... Various 
.. Stander-Fishe: 
... John Reddy 


... Orin Tovrov 
... Paul Henning 
... Fred Fox 
Lou Scofield 
Albert Hansen 


Welbourne Kelle) 


Freelance 
Fran Striker 
Chas. Harrell 
Bob Moss 


Erwin D. Canham 


Carrol! Carroll 


Phillips Lord 


Alonzo Dean C¢ 


Geni Stewart 
Bill Morroyw 
Freelance 


Frank & Anne 
Hummert 


.. Aleen Stanles 
Frank Galen 
Freelance 


Emily Vetter 
... James Moser 


-.»-..Galen Drake 


... Binnie Bogart 
.. .Paul-Ellinsen 


... Freelance 
... Various 
... Ed James 


Don Quinn 


....Jaeques Finke 


Jimmie Fidler 
... Freelance 


Frank & Anne 
Hummert 


.. Arthur Gaeth 
Stanley Niss 


.. Gertrude Berg 
... Freelance 
.. Ed Birnbryer 


... West-Elliotte 


.. Oursler-Denker 
...ipna Phillips 


Freelance 


. Peggy Blake 


... Freelance 


Bob Hawk 


Gabriel Heatter 


Aldy Richton 





Chevillot-Singer 
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NET- HEAD 
PROGRAM WORK COST SPONSOR AGENCY PRODUCER WRITER Bell’ S Facilities 
a’ Hit the Jackpot ..... cseee. CBS 4,500 DeSoto-Plymouth ....... Se Fee Mark Goodson 
Hollywood Calling ......... NBC 3,750 Gruen Watches ........ eer Joe Bigelow..........Ed Haldeman ® 
Hollywood Star Theatre..... NBC Ft ~ yapeRepeeger SE i. chin eeteds ...Jan Van Nostrand... . Freelance it ont 
Bob Hope . Riecderse ED °)6 Glee Lever Bros. .......... BBD&O ers Karel Pearson....... _ Schwartz- Marks 
House of Mystery. Hiesakees MBS 3,500 General Foods .......... Benton & Bowles.....Olga Druce..........Freelance 
OO ne ABC 5,500 Pillsbury Mills. Inc. ..... Leo Burnett .........John Guedel ......... John Guedel : Washington, Oct. 25. 
Inner Sanctum............. CBS 5,500 Emerson Drug ..........BBD&O ...Himan Brown........Jos. Roeburt Will coaxial cable facilities in- 
Se, +s egedeeen wee « CBS 4,250 Lever Bros. . yee Needham, Louis & ; stalled or projected the Bell Sys- 
ED &s606nunees Fran Van Hartens- ae for future needs of 
re Henry Garson elevision: 
Just Plain Bill............. NBC 2,500 nD ‘dhtecasd ts cles John F. Murray....... Frank & Anne ; Allen B. Du Mont Labs. told the 
BETTE ee Frank & Anne FCC last week that Bell facilities 
~ Hummert won't take care of video expansion 
Juvenile Jury. ..... 2.20.00. MBS 2,000 Gaines Dog Food....... Benton & Bowles.... Dan Ehrenreich...... into the UHF band or carry color 
BH. V. Kaltenborn........... NBC 5,250 Pure Oil -+eeee+.. Leo Burnett..........Wayne Howell....... H. V. Kaltenborn oo roe ie RS, = 4 pea mae 
Lerenzo Jones ........ os 2,800 Sterling Drug ...... DFS eeeceee.. Frank & Anne | by the Commission to require 
Hummert ........ Frank & Anne \. T. & T. to interconnect with 
Hummert radio relays operated by  broad- 
Ladies Be Seated ...... ABC 2.000 Philip Morris = Cecil & Presbrev Misery CORK ...secce. Wim. Redford casters until common carrier fa- 
Lassie NBC 3.250 John Morrell N. W Aver Frank Ferrin ....... HIlobart Donavan cilities are adequate, Du Mont said 
Lora Lawton NBC 2,750 Babbitt Duane Jones _..... Anne & Frank it was in general agreement with 
Hummert ..-...Anne & Frank the agency's conclusions but 
Hummert thought it would be a long time 
Leave It to Joan eeeees CBS 8.250 American Tobacco , Gumbinner ........ Dick Mack. ......c.- Al Gordon before Bell system can handle the 
Let’s Pretend nans ae 2.500 Cream of Wheat ” BBD&O Nila Mack ......... Nila Mack | job alone 
Life Can Be Beautiful ..... NBC 2.500 Procter & Gamble .... Renton & Bowles Don Becker ......-Carl Bixby Du Mont declared that Bell's 
Life of Riley NRC 9.500 Pabst .... Warwick & Legler Irving Brecher ......Lipscoti-Shipp “optimum program for many 
Light of World a NBC 2.500 General Mills .. oe ee Basil Longhrane...... Marg. Sangster years in the future’ will be inade- 
Light Up Time ee 17.500 Laemy Giribe........... BBD&O .....Dave White »--.-- Paul Dudley quate for interconnection of many 
Victor H. Lindlahr ........ ABC 1,750 Serutan, Inc. ....... Rov S. Durstine Dale Hennedy .....Vietor Lindlahr cities in which VHF channels are 
Lone Ranger so saaidhcapsscie 4,500 General Mills...... DFS Geo W. Trendle......Fran Striker allocated and to more communities 
Lux Radice Theatre ....., . CBS 20,000 Lever Bros, »+eeeee.. 9. Walter Thompson..Wm. Keighley .......Sandy Barnett in which UHF channels are pro- 
. , me ; posed. It further stated that Bell 
Ted Malone re ee ABC 2.250 Westinghouse - Mec-Cann-FErickson Bob Steen ......Ted Malone | System's plans do not permit full- 
Man on the Farm acai MBS 3,000 Quaker Oats Sherma n & Marquette Chuck Acree peed a time use of coaxial by existing 
Ma Perkins CBS 3.250 Procter & Gamble... DFS David Owen .... Orin Tovrov networks other than between met- 
Martin Kane .......... . MBS 4,000 U. S. Tobacco ..... Kudner . -+-..Ted Hediger........ red Hediger ropolitan centers over routes 
Groucho Marx .. , . CBS 8.500 Elgin - American .... Weiss & Geller ... John Guedel .... Freedman-Tyler | paralleling intercity telephone de- 
Perry Mason ais CBS 2.500 Procter & Gamble .... Benton & Bowles.....Tom McDermott Irving Vendig velopments 
Curt Massey Time CBS 5,000 Alka Seltzer Wade ....Forrest Owen Marg. 0’Flaherty Bell's proposed expansion, Du- 
Me & Jante seceee NBO 4,250 Lewis - Howe.... DFS tees Mont added, “will consist largely : 
Meet Corliss Archer CBS 4,000 Electric Cos N. W. Ayer ~ee-. Tom McAvety F. Hugh Herbert of coaxial cable suitable for adap- 
Metropolitan Opera ABC 12,000 Texas Co Ba ;, Kudner .....W. Leroy Marshall tation to intercity dial telephone 
Monday Morning Headlines ABC 1,500 Seeman Bros Wm Weintraub .... ... ABC Staff service and limited to 2.7 me band- 
Vaughn Monroe ; CBS 8.500 Camels Wm Es tv eT S0UlC KO width.” Such cable, it asserted. is ' 
Robt. Montgomery Speaking ABC 5,000 Frank H. Lee Co Ww m. Weintraub see GD ks. seen ow Robt. Montgomery inadeauate for transmission under 
Mr. Chameleon CBS 4,500 Bayer Aspirin ......... 2 Bivcac woe Anne & Frank ‘ Commission standards, is below 
Hummert —... 6. ~— & a the available capacity of existing 
ummer video sets, “and would result in : 
Be GUD. 2 cccccccceces + Cae 4,500 Anacin hee B9ieecween John F. Murray.......Anne & Frank the deterioration or complete elim- 
eee Anne & Frank |ination of the use of experimental : 
Hummert or commercial color television in- : 
Mr. & Mrs. North .......... CBS 7,500 0 Peer ry eT ee Sherman & | tercitv network transmission.” ) 
Marquette ....... John Loveton .......Freelance | Bell told the Commission it had 
Ed Murrow cesces Ge 3,500 Campbell Soup ....... Ja Peers Jesse Zousmer | no objection to authorization of 
My Favorite Husband ...... CBS 7,500 General Foods ........ y I sn ate lei lea Jess Oppenheimer Pugh-Carroll freauencies to broadcasters for in- 
My Friend Irma............ CBS 10,000 Lever Bros. ........... ‘*C&B Cy Howard Parke Levy | tercity video relays as a tempo- | 
My True Story ............ ABC 5,000 Libby McNeil J Walter Thompson | rary measure where common car- 
Libby Sterling Drug ... Thompson-Koch Co.. Chas. Warburton Marg. Sangster | rier facilities are not available. But 
Mystery Theatre ........... CBS 4,500 Bayer Aspirin we oe Anne & Frank | !t asked assurance that its large 
; ae Anne & Frank investment, existing and projected, 
- Hummert in TV transmissions is protected 
| in the final order to be issued 
National Barn Dance ...... ABC 5.000 Philips Petroleum. ..... Lambert & Feasley Nelson, Joyce....... Bailey, Rice | The System said the majority of 
National Farm Hour roeee BO 5,000 Allis - Chalmers ....... Bert S. Gittins , video stations on the air are now 
News of the World es ae 4.500 Bie Bema ... ..icsdcs Wade aes |} connected in the 21 cities served 
Nick Carter tee me 2,000 Cudahy Packing ....... Grant ... Jock McGregor...... Various by telenhone networks. By the end 
Original Amateur Hour .... ABC 8.000 Loriliard Co ........Lennen & Mitchell.... Lou Goldberg .......Wanda Ellis of 1948 > said, facilities will be 
Our Gal Sunday .... CBS 2 250 Anacin fave ..John F. Murray 6 oT . «+ eweenee Jean Carroll = what they er A. — 
Our Miss Brooks .......... CBS 7,250 Palmolive eee. ji ar Larry Berns ....... Al Lewis jand by the end of i950 the net- 
: | work will have grown to ap- 
ouella Parsons ...... coos AES 5.000 Jergens ere —C is Ee Dick Diggs ......... Louella Parsons | proximately 15,000 channel miles, 
‘ Drew Pearson ............. ABC 4,500 Adam Hat Stores re Wm. Weintraub .....Bill Neal sees. Drew Péarson | serving 43 cities. 
People Are Funny ......... NBC 7.500 CC ST Russel Seeds ....... John Guedel ....... Guedel-Linkletter 
Pepper Young's vomny coon ae 2,500 Procter & Gamble. ..... Pediar & Ryan...... Chick Vincent....... Flaine Carrington 
.—l el ee NBC 7,000 .—C lara Gardner . Roland Martin....... Roland Martin 
Poriia Fa: Life. ....... oo. NBC 2,500 General Foods ......... Benton & Bowles.... Hoyt Allen ......... Mona Kent }1 W Programming | 
Queen fer a Day........... MBS 4,000 Ale Goeltwer ....ccesc0. nt ~calte sedation Jim Morgan .........Don Victor aa Continued from page 39 
Quick as a Flash .......... MBS 3,000 Peereres Waeten ......... PE cipeceeee wes - POT... cease Gene Wang " Ww 
deni re tities : . d alter Thompson, and Ed Cash- 
 ' eee NBC 5,000 Alka Seltzer et TEerretrr ce0—=6UlC is Jeff Wade ee Bg he 
Railroad Hour ............ NBC 16,000 American Railroads ,,...Benton & Bowles.....Ken Burton ........ Halloway-Law- with Kudner. In addition to the 
rence-Lee PRB outfit, the indie package 
Revival Hour iw. ae 1.500 Gospel B'casting ....... R. H. Alber......... B. Johnson .......:.: Rev. Fuller lineup includes Masterson. Nelson 
Right to Happiness ....... NBC 2.000 Procter & Gamble...... OQ Arthur Hanna ...... John Young & Reddy, Jimmy Saphier, Carleton 
Road of Life reseces 2,250 Procter & Gamble. ..... Compton =e .. Walter German...... John M. Young FE. Morse and Buddy Coughlin. 
Roy Rogers ; . MBS 6,500 Quaker Oats ......cc0c. Sherman- Marquette > 2 eee Ray Wilson Networks, moreover, have drawn 
Romance of Helen Trent... CBS 2,250 Reve Was .. nw ccccce .-.. John F. Murray..... Anne & Frank ja < ie Se ‘eto e 
Hummert .........Anne & Frank . ae anal 
Hummert oN. — Noreen "Bleck. 
Resemary Se ne 2.500 Procter & Gamble. ..... Benton & Bowles.....Chas. Fisher. ....... Elaine Carrington | burn, NBC’ s national program 
Screen Guild Players ... NBC 12,500 Camels ieonencme ieee Don Bernard ....... Harry Kionman chief; Vie McLeod, now producing 
The Second Mrs. Burton ... CBS 2,750 General Foods ......... Y&R So, 0—0Ll wl Ce Priscilla Kent |“Chevrolet Tele-Theatre” for NBC, 
Eric Sevareid ............. CBS 1,500 Metropolitan Life ...... Y&R — ‘and J. Denald Wilson, ABC net- 
The Shadow............... MBS 6,800 DL&W Blue Coal ...... Ruthrauff & Ryan... Jack Cole . Freelance | work program veepee for radio and 
| Sree ABC 4.500 Pacific Coast Borax ..... McCann-Erickson ....Dorothy B. McCann |. Various | TV. 
| 5 = CBS 3,750 Arid vat dienes cabo CL. sonheeseunes Lester Gottlieb ..... | PRB agency, which has estab- 
(Per Quar.) Luden’s sca 0 I chai la eican aa «sp acen ene Madeline Winslow _ lished offices in the Squibb Bidg. 
; PEED, s ccccdeccsnsese CBS 17,500 Procter & Gamble...... Russel Seeds ... Edna Borzage....... Fdna Borzage | penthouse, has issued stock equally 
| See Se ABC 3,000 Derby Foods ...... ..... Needham, Louis, & | omens the three owners. They 
Brorby, Inc........ will serve as directors, along with 
(Paul O’Brien, of the O'Brien, 
Smilin’ Fd McConnell .... NBC 3,000 Brown Shoes ee! h Uhl ee Frank Furen........ Hobe Donovan Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler law 
Jack Smith-Dinah Shore ... CBS 10.500 Procter & Gamble ......D FS .......... --..Carl Stanton........ Glenn Wheaton firm. Rogers’ ABC video program, 
Sports Newsree! wees a 2,500 Pe Veccdheewnenees Sherman & incidentally, which was originally 
Marquette ........ Ce. TEGOD. .cccceccs set to bow Nov. 2, has been delayed 
Stars Over Hollywood ...... CBS 4.750 0 A ee FC&B .. Robert Nye..........Freelance until Jan. 4 because of the dif- 
Step the Music etnne Se 3.500 Lorillard Co. ..... go Lennen & Mitchell ficulty in rounding up enough 
(Per Smith Bros se cesces a guest talent which had not previ- 
15min.) Speidel Co een Cecil & Presbrey.... Mark Goodson ....... ously done multiple appearances 
Straight Arrow eT. 4,000 Shredded Wheat ..... McCann-Erickson ...Ted Robertson...... Sheldon Stark on other vaudeo shows. Program 
Sunoco 3 Star Extra ...... NBC 6,000 ery sre Hewitt, o- y, Ben- will be titled “Buddy Rogers 
son, Mather er Showcase.” 
Suspense eee CBS 7.500 Electric Auto-Tite ... Newell-Emmett (oc. Pe. ci00edene Freelance 
Symphonette eer CBS 5.500 Longine - Wittnauer... Victor A. Bennett.....Alan Cartoun ....... “— . ’ 
Take It or Leave It ... NBC 9.000 Eversharp el ee Bruce Dodge ....... Edith Oliver Nasht S$ Folies Bergere 
Talk Your Way Out of It ... ABC 2.500 Quaker Oats C. J. Lemecke...«.. Michae! Morris ..... Michael Morris lol Nasi é 
Henry J. Taylor ABC 2.000 General Motors Corp iy -.<.onteneme OS Henry J. Taylor r conn Nae returned a N.Y. 
Telephone Hour . NBC 11,500 Bell Telephone . | Rar een Wallace Magill .....Norman Rosten sieiad Paris last week wi 2 the 
Theatre Guild of the Air ... NBC 12500 U.S. Steel BBD&O ..«.+..Armina Marshall... . Freelance | initial filming oe on . ~~“ 
This Changing Werld ... ABC 2,000 Fruehauf Trailer Co way Heller ..... Harrison Wood ......Staff — np oe ely a P int 
This Is Nora Drake ........ CBS 2.500 Toni & B — i i$Sqeeraeere Julian Funt ion eae rr . ~d 
i This Is Your FBI eee ae 8.500 Equitable Life Ins. Soc 7 ald & Le gler. ... Jerry Devine. ....... Jerry Lewis 1S ae used for audition pur 
This Is Your Life ......... NBC 9,000 Philip Morris ..........  _-__a a Axel Gruenberg ..... Edwards-Gruen- panes. ' 
berg As a film series, Nasht is offer- 
This Woman's Secret ...... NBC 2,000 General Mills reese EEE GORD. 1ccc0000 . ~y it ad pater ely 4 ae 
; aa aaa ‘o r scoccccooage " aS a live package ‘nym 
Lowell Thomas ............ CBS 5,000 Procter & Gambie Compton ' to N. Y. on a weekly basis) for $9,- 





(Continued on page 46) 500 a week. 
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IRCA’s Color Has ‘Yellow Streak’ 


VARIETY 


Color TV Surgery 
| To Be Demonstrated 


TELEVISION 


Sees Film as Too Expensive For 





Paley 





TV, May Need Help from Theatres For 1,000 N.Y. Doctors 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Busiest man in town is Bill 
Paley. Trying to keep up with him 
has even long-legged Howard 
Meighan panting at day’s end and 
practically collapsing at night. But 
Paley keeps plugging along, dart- 
ing in and out of the swank Bel 
Air hotel and seeing more people, 
VIP's. in a day than other radio-TV 
brass brush past in a week. 


What he’s up to this trip is his 


own secret. “We're always in the 
market for good talent” he tells 
those who interview him but in 


sists on no “pressing” on individ 
ual deals. As for CBS buying 
KFI-TV and selling out his 49°. 
interest (with the L.A. Times) in 
KTTV he asked to be excused 
from comment. Intimates of Pale, 
sav he doesn't like partners and 
would like out of the KTTV op- 
eration for one of his own. Earle 
C. Anthony. owner of KFI and 
KFI-TV. may like the idea of sell- 
ing his station and partnering with 
The Times. That means he would 
lose only half as much, which is 
a tidy sum in itself. 


Palev held still last week long 
enough for a Q and A session with 
a Dauy Variety reporter. He spoke 
most!y in generalities of TV and 
radio, refused to be pinned down 
on anything except film for teevee 
He foresees the day when filmed 
video shows will be shown in thea- 
tres to help carry the load. Jusi 
now, he says. it’s too expensive for 
a TV advertiser and a secondary 
market will have to be created. 
That, he believes, will be theatres, 
who pay fer the film as a sec- 
ondary feature and relieve the 
sponsor of some of the heavy cost 
of filming a show. 

He an advocate of the live 
telecast although he _ confidently 
expects that the kinescope will be 
ax good as film in the not too dis- 
tant future. 

“People like to think they're 
seeing a program while it’s actu- 
ally being performed,” he holds 
“There's a certain spontaneity to 
a live. direct telecast that you 
cant get from a_ reproduction, 
kine or film.” 

Just who Paley is after this time 
is a guarded secret but it’s known 


14 


that he talked to, among others. 
Al Jolson. but without too much 
success. Joley told him he may do 


a few guest shots but wouldn't be 
interested in a regular series. It's 
a safe guess that he talked to free- 
lance film stars for video. He dined 
with stars he brought over from 
other networks just to keep the en- 
tente cordiale in its downy orbit. 
Paley had heard so much about 
ABC's 23 acres of Television Cen- 
ter that he had a tour set up and 
roamed the plant in the tow of 
¥rank Samuels, Coast veepee. 


MOHAWK HIKING BUDGET 
FOR NEW VIDEO SHOW 


Mohawk Carpet show over NBC 
will increase its tele budget con- 
siderably when program goes on a 
three-times-a-week basis starting 
Dec. 12. Plans are underway by 
the George R. Nelson agency to 
extend its coverage to every avail- 
able station on NBC at that time. 
Other markets will be gone into 
via kinescope. Agency also plans 
to increase its guest talent budget 
to include top names. 


Currently, Morton Downey is on 
for Mohawk three times a week 
and Roberta Quinlan other two 
nights. New show will be built 
around Miss Quinlan, who will be 
on all three nights. 


. 
Con Ed Likes TV 

Consolidated Edison of N. Y., 
first publie utility in the greater 
. Y. area to enter television ad- 
vertising, is expanding its TV 
schedule by picking up the tab on 
the “Weatherman” show, aired 
across the board from 6:55 to 7 
p m. on WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). Con- 
a on for the last several months 
ia 
reel via 
WPIX 

(on - Edison's contract with 
W\ BT. effective Nov. 8, is for a 
full 52 weeks with option for two 
years after that. Show features 
Tex Antoine with a daily weather 


report. Agency on the account is 
BBD&O. 








the N. Y. Daily News’ 


+ 


bankrolled the Tele-Pix news- 





Allan Young TV Show 


The new Allan Young video show 
is slated to preem on the Colgate 
theatre sometime in November. 
Agent Frank Cooper left Monday 
(24) for the Coast to work out the 
details 


Cooper is also slated to start 
work on a tele edition of “The 
Casebook of Gregory Hood.” 


Joint Action Due 


On TY Disking 


Joint action to beat the prob- 
lem of poor video recording will 
be undertaken shortly be ABC-TV, 
NBC-TV and DuMont. Recording 
toppers of the three webs. includ- 
ing Frank Lepore and Ray Kelly 
of NBC Lawrence Ruddell of 
ABC and Ed Carroll of DuMont, 
will meet next month to discuss 
the kinescope question and see how 
it can met A CBS-TV rep will 
also be invited 

“Were all cognizant! 
cording's shortcomings.” Ruddeil 
said. “and we all get plenty of | 
complaints from affiliated stations | 
when a print is bad What we| 
hope to do is to set standards of | 
good video recording and to ex- 
change information on what we've 
already learned.” 

Although some 
about kine quality, others come up 
with suggestions One New Or- 
leans outlet. for example. suggests 
that the video recordings be 
shipped out in negative. which it 
finds yields a sharper image. The 
network reps will also discuss new 
methods being proposed. such as 
recording the video impulses on 
disks 

The TV recording problem will 
be important for many years, it's 
felt. as long as the coaxial cable 
doesn't connect all stations. Mean- 
while, there are so many variables 


i 
i 


cf video re- 


stations beef 


in the preseni tele transcription 
process that many flaws can re- 
sult At the same time, because 


a large number of stations are af- 


filiates of more than one web. it's 
believed that the first network to 
come up with a really good re- 


cording system will be able to get 
more exclusive affiliation contracts. 


’ 
Hub’s 146,392 TV Sets 
Boston, Oct. 25. 
Latest joint figures released by 
WNAC-1TV and WBZ-TV show a 
total of 146.392 video sets in Great- 
er Boston coverage area. This in- 
cludes Eastern Massachusetts and 
southern parts of Maine and New 
Hampshire 
Breakdown shows 141.659 sets 
in homes with 4.733 in public 
places. This is a net gain of 21.- 
444 over survey taken in August. 


Several rare and radical surgical 


operations will be color-televised 
‘from the Memorial Cancer Center, | 
N. Y.. with CBS equipment Satur- | 
More than 1.000 doctors 


day (29). 
invited by the American Cancer 


Society will see the unusual demon- | 


strations on 17 color TV receivers 
in the Biltmore hotel. 25 blocks 
away from the operating room. 
Observers will hear a running com- 
mentary via miniature microphones 
tucked into the surgeons’ masks. 


Advantages of tinted video for 
medical training. according to some 
surgeons, is that it provides a sense 
of depth, perception of the color 
graduations and changes in tissues 
as the operation progresses. The 
CBS equipment requires no more 
light than is ordinarily supplied 
for surgery, and the camera, though 
small enough to be mounted on a 
stand, provides an enlarged closeup. 
The hospital and the hotel! will be 
linked by microwave relay 


1,000,000 Philly 
Viewers Cue Rise 
In Rate Structure 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 


Television rates in the three 
Philadelphia stations are under- 
going sharp upward revisions, 


moving toward a standardized $700 
per hour, with $100 per minute for 
spots. Increases are in 
recently released figures showing 
more than 1,000,000 viewers in the 
Philadelphia area. and to get local 
rates within reaching distance of 
the basic $1,000 an hour set by the 
networks for this section. 


Figures released by the FElectri- 
cal Assn. of Philadelphia showed 
that at the first of the month there 
were 235,000 sets in operation 
here. On Oct. 15, WPTZ hiked its 
rates from $550 an hour to the 
$700 figure. with spot announce- 
ments upped from $70 to $100 
On Nov. 15, WFIL-TV raises its 
$550 rate to $700 and the spots are 
similarly kited from $70 to $100 
per minute. WCAU-TV, which now 
has a $450 hourly rate and a $60 
price for spots, will shortly an- 
nounce a new price rise and they 
are expected to go along with $700- 
$100 price level. 

Station managers point out that 
the increase in ithe number of re- 
ceivers here means more viewers 


* per dollar and that the rate rises 


still aren't keeping pace with 
mcunting production costs. If set 
manufacturers can keep produe- 
tion in line with demand Electri- 
cal Assn. officials expect there will 
be approximately 350,000 sets in 
operation in the Philadelphia mar- 
ket by the new year. The 350,000 


(Continued on page 46) 


line with, 





ET May Modestly State 


dtm: EY MEREDITH WILLSON =< 


Hollywood. 

1 don't think Ull ever be hot 
again. or bothered 

I mean that after July and Au- 
gust in New York wherever else 
you may go vou can only feel cool, 
and after doing television in New 
York whatever else you may do 
you can only be unbothered. 

Remember during the war when 
|you'd stop in a Drive-In and there 
wou'd be 12 waitresses standing 
around powdering their noses and 
no customers”? After about 15 
minutes of no service you'd give 
a little apologetic ploop on your 
horn and Miss San Fernando Val- 
lev Bumper Crop of 1943 would 
languidly come over and say, 
“What's the matter Bub. don't you 
know there's a war going on?” 

Well. it was like that dving tele- 
vision in New York. You'd set up 


a sound rehearsal for six o'clock 
and at six o'clock all the ‘sound 
men would be out for dinner. 
| You'd use some simple props on 
your show, say couple xes of 
your sponsor's products, and next 
| week try and find them. “Hey 


| Bub. don't you know this is teie- 
| vision”” 

The end of every show is kind of 
i like the windup of the High School 











graduation play at Mason City. 
Everybody shakes hands’ with 


everybody else about the show get- | 


ting off on time and throws their 
mortar-board in the air and next 
week your props are lost. vour six 
o'clock sound rehearsal still takes 
place with the sound men out to 
dinner and there is stil! no soap in 
the dressing room and the lavatory 
is still stopped up. 
soap? What's tke matter Bub, 

We did our show in 6A in Radio 
City which has only one advantage 
that I could see over any ordinary 
studio and that is that the theatre 
seats are elevated from the floor 


clear up to the ceiling so that the | 


audience could get a good view of 
the action on the stage. Other- 
wise everything is pretty inconve- 
nient. You have no flies so you 
can't use drops of any kind. The 
control rooms, both audio and 
video, are hidden around some 
place completely out of sight. The 
makeup room is a little three by 


which you can only reach by ele- 
vators full of sightseers. 
From a sound standpoint tele- 
vision is exactly where the talking 
(Continued on page 46) 





CBS Charges; Opposes Delay Bid 


| 


~ Liss’ TV Spread 


Joe Liss is preparing a dramati- 
‘gation of “The Scarlet Letter” for 
‘CBS “Studio One,” scheduled for 
production in February, to com- 


memorate 100th anni of Nathaniel | 


Hawthorne's completion of book 
Liss has been hitting the TV 

script jackpot in recent weeks with 

“Studio One” adaptation of “Light 


That Failed.” “The O'Neills.” Oct 
11 seript on DuMont; Oct. 16's 
Phileo “Last Tycoon.” and CBS’ 
upcoming “Nightmare” on “Sus 
pense 


TMA Urges F C 
Hold Off on Color 


Washington, Oct. 25 


While parties to the FCC color 
video proceedings have been kick- 
ing each other’s systems around, a 
new entry told the Commission last 
week none should be adopted. In 
a telegram to Chairman Wayne 
Coy, the Television Mfrs. Assn. of 
New York, said a practical process 
suitable for all size receivers has 
not yet been presented. No de- 
cision should be made now, it 


| urged, that might stifle the devel- 


opment of such a system. 

Association said it is interested 
in a completely compatible system 
which could be made available to 
the public at a minimum cost and 
require minimum adjustments to 
existing sets. It asked that the 
Commission take no action on any 
of the proposed processes and that 
it permit and encourage desired 
systems which are still “in the 
drawing board stage” Telegram 
was signed by Michael I. Kapian 
prexy, who is also assistant presi- 
dent of Sightmaster Corp. of New 
York. 

The Commission advised Kaplan 
his views will be incorporated in 
the record cf the proceedings 

TMA was formed last spring by 
a group of small manufacturers, 
mostly in the New York area, to 
combat a campaign by Zenith Mfg. 
Co. intimating that only Zenith re- 
ceivers provided protection against 
obsolescence from future expan- 
sion of video in the UHF band. 
The members felt that the Radio 
Mfrs. Assn. had not taken a strong 
enough stand in their interests. 
Thev have a suit pending against 
Zenith. 

TMA members, 
Sightmaster, include Royal Tele- 
vision Corp.: Transvision, Inc.; 
Minute Man Products: Mars Tele- 
vision Corp.; Industrial Television, 
Inc.: Neilson Television Corp.; 
Snaider Television Corp.; and Em- 
pire Coil Co., component makers 
and permittee of video staticn 
WXEL in Cleveland. 


COAST AFRA ASKS 4A 
MEET ON SINGLE SETUP 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

General ‘membership of AFRA 
here over the weekend passed a 
resolution asking a general mem- 
bership meeting of all 4A unions 
to arrive at an early decision on 
formation of a single television 
authority with jurisdiction over 
all video talent, whether live or 
film. Meetings would be held in 


in addition to 





'N. Y., Chi, Boston, Cincy, Frisco, 
;and here under the AFRA resolu- 
_ tion. 

“You want | 


Three-quarters of members who 


' 
, nae 
don’t you know this is television?” | Se ee Oe 


Actors Guiid. 


Viewers Bid for Chevvy 
in McCoy Auction on TV 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Continuous 30-minute auction 
show debuts on WGN-TV tomor- 
row (26) for Ruby Chevrolet, using 
professional auctioneer, two tiers 
of “sweater girl” phone operators 





/and huge flashing scoreboard for 
/recording auction bids on new 
1 cars. 

eight slit down on the third floor | 


exceeds list price, latter takes ef- 
fect. W. B. Doner agency routed 
telecasts, which will originate in 


| sponsor’s showrooms, 


Washington, Oct. 25. 

CBS charged RCA today (Tues } 
| with attempting to use blocking 
' tactics, reminiscent+~ of the 1946 
FCC hearings, to delay ssible 
| adoption of Columbia's color svs- 
tem. The web, opposing an RCA 
request for a two-month postpone- 
ment of comparative demonstra- 
tions of the two systems before the 
Commission, claimed RCA is giv- 
ing “specious” arguments and 
simply afraid to show its 
process alongside of CBS tint 

Columbia further charges RC 4 
with wmisrepresentation of 
progress of its system in state- 
ments to the industry and the pub- 
lic. The net said RCA efforts to 
retard adoption of CBS color ix an 
old story. It recalled that only 46 
days before the ‘46 hearings RC 4 
suddenly announced “with great 
fanfare” its own simultaneous svs 
tem. At that time, according io 
CBS. Dr. Elmer Engstrom of RCA 
testified the industry would agree 
on standards for RCA color within 
18 months. That deadline, said 
CBS, expired over a year ago 
Again this year RCA announced its 
present compatible system onl, 
one day before the FCC deadline 
to receive color proposals and only 
31 days before the hearings, CBS 
charged. 

Charge ‘Road Blocks’ 

“It is obvious,” said CBS, “thai 
RCA's request for postponement 
is to prevent adoption of CBS color 
by “setting up road blocks of de- 
lay.” The web found it strange 
that RCA was ready enough to 
demonstrate its system in the last 
few weeks to NBC affiliates, a 
large part of the TV manufactur- 
ing industry (RCA licenseés), Con- 
gressmen and Senators, other 
broadcasters, Washington officials 
“and even to members of the press 
transported by RCA from many 
parts of the country to Washing- 
ton especially for the occasion 


« 
color 


the 


“In these circumstances, it is 
quite apparent,” CBS continued, 


“that the RCA system was ready 
for anything but comparison with 
the CBS system.” 

Regarding the RCA arguments 
that a delay in the comparative 
tests would permit the inclusion o: 
a demonstration by the Color-Tele- 
vision, Inc., system, CBS told the 
Commission it would be glad to flv 
its color equipment to San Fran- 
cisco so that the commissioners 


(Continued on page 52) 


‘TV NEWSPAPER’ STARTS 
WOR-TV DAYTIME SKED 


WOR-TV. N. Y., launched day- 
time operations yesterday ( Tues.’ 
with a “TV newspaper” that wil! 
be aired from 2-5 p.m. Tuseday 
through Saturday. Unique opera- 
tion uses no voice, with the screen 
taken over by news bulletins and 
feature stories, departmental pages 
devoted to worldwide and loca! 
items, women’s features, sports re- 
sults and photos. Musical back- 
ground will consist of classical and 
semi-classical selections. 

Stories are vari-iyped. photo- 
graphed and projected before the 
camera. Project is under the super- 
vision of news-svecial events di- 
rector Dave Driscoll, with Frank 
Dahm editing. The paper will rur 
continuously, but will go through 
several editions during the three- 
hour period. Bulleiins can be rusi- 
ed to the camera in five minuies, 
Dahm claims. 


WTVJ's Big Video Ideas 
Despite Limited Audience 


Miami, Oct. 25. 

WTVJ, Miami's only video sia- 
tion, is now programming sevea 
nights a week. On the air since 
March 18, the outlet has been air- 
ing boxing, baseball and footbal! 
games, both college and high 
school, and producing iis ovn 








| Studio shows, in addition to carry- 


ing programs via video recording 
from ABC-TV, NBC-TV, CBS-T\t 
and DuMont. 

Station has had problems 
cause of the limited number 


be- 
ot 


tele sets in the area (10,000) and 
| the fact that it won't be linked to 
_the coaxial cable for some years 


; ; | Station is owned by Wometco The- 
Ten minutes phone bidding is al- | 


_lowed for each car and if bid price 


atres chain, and although it's in 
competition with the houses, the 
company has been putting doug! 
into video “because we feel TV be- 
longs to show business, which 
we've been in for a long time.” 
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‘And now the HPL is on WCAU! 


@Sclez Monegement “Survey ef Buying Pewer,” Mey 1949 


October 17: WCAU,“The Philadelphia Bulletin Station” —Columbia’s 
great 50,000-watt affiliate in the nation’s fourth largest market“ 
— became the ninth station to broadcast, live and locally, the 
most sales-effective participating program in all radio—“The 
Housewives’ Protective League.” 


. 


It's already a sales manager's dream come true in eight of your biggest and richest 
markets...including the country’s first...second...and third! 

Now add the fourth— Philadelphia: WCAU — with its 50.000-watt “‘umbrella” 
coverage of the nation's fourth richest market—serves a territory where 1,145,180 
radio families spend to the tune of nearly four billion dollars a year! 

And that means now “The Housewives’ Protective League” can deliver your 
sales story to a total of 14,211,820 of the nation’s radio families. Accounting for 
38% of the nation’s retail sales!" 

During the past twelve months, more than 200 of the shrewdest advertisers 
in the entire country have used HPL programs to sponsor their products. Each 
of these profit-minded advertisers has testified—in hard dollars and sense—that 
“The Housewives’ Protective League” is radio's most sales-suceessful participating 
program. For detailed information get directly in touch with the stations, their 


national spot representatives or... 


THE HOUSEWIVES’ PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 


“The program that SPONSOTrS the product” 


A DIVISION OF CBS - 485 MADISON AVE... NEW YORK - COLT MBIA SOLARE, HOLLYWOOD 





LOS ANGELES: 
W00-wait ANY 
(ubhere HPL reaches 


an area with 16059950 


NEW YORK: CHICAGO : 

50.000-wait WCBS 50.000-watt WBBM 
(uhere HPL reavhes (uhere HPL reaches 
an area with $086,510 


radio families) 


an area with 4.284.030 


radio families) tadio families) 








PHILADELPHIA : MINNEAPOLIS - ST. LOWS: 


50.000-wan WAT 
(where HPL reaches 
an area with 1145,180 


radio families) 


50.000-watt RCCO 
(uhere HPL reaches 
an area nith TUMA5 B50 


radio families) 





50000-watt KMOX 
(where HPL reaches 
an area with 894.620 


fadio familie s/ 








SAN FRANCISCO: 
5.000-watt KCBS 
(where HPL reaches 
an area nith 855,420 


radio families) 





SEATTLE: 

50,000-watt KIRO 
(uhere HPL reaches 
an area uth 469,200 


radio familtes) 








WASHINGT OM: 

50.000 wate WTOP 
(uhere HPL reaches 
an area uith 398.370 


radiw families) 








THE NINE HPL MARKETS (50 00° Deytime BMB Listening Areas. 





THESE 184 NATIONAL SPOT AND REGIONAL ADVERTIS- 


ERS ARE AMONG THOSE USING THE HPL DURING 194% 


Absorene 

Ac cont 

Aljohn Ce 

Amaie 

Americen Crenberry 
Austin Powmt 

Awtul Fresh MacFarlane 
Beier: (ocoe 

Beatrice Foods 

Bell broek Deiries 
Beltone Hearing Aid 
Bertrand + Printing Ce. 
Diack Poultry Ce 

Bliss Coffee 

Bientweed Mart 

Brige: 2 fe 

Butler Mig. Ce 
Cobeney Products 
Cotif. Lime Beans 
Compbeli Sevps 
Conede Bry 
Condeliqh! House 
Copper Publications 
Co:boneid 

Corgi! tne. 

Childs Restevrents 
Cinch Coke Vix 
Citizens Federal Sevings 
Clear Tene Hearing Aid 
Coce (ole 

Colenie! Aislines 
Columbre Fed. Sevings 
Congiess Oi 
Conctitutione! Life tne, 
Corn Products 

Cowles Publicetions 
Crock O-Lets 

Craig Ov 

Crow ell-Cother 
Crunchy Cookies 

Dolsy Arde 

Dixie Preserves 
Boeskin Products 
Doneld Duck Orange Juice 
Doubledey (ce 

The Drackett Ce. 
Bugorn Brothers 
Durlacaue Mig. Ce. 

E 2S Frozen Foods 
Eooo Wolfie Mix 
Fomily Lowndry Assn. 
Fomily Reeding Club 
Federol life & Cowmelty 
First Fedevel Sevengs 
Fiex O Love 

Flescheun Shoes 

Fred Astoue 

French « Instent Petete 
Fieshiep 

Fistex 

Fuller Brasher 

MA. Gedney Ce. 
General Electr 
benercl Food: 

General Meters 

Gorden Boking Ce. 
Clon 

Greer Spt Orongeode 
Greystone Prese 

Griffin Shee Polish 
Eweltney Meats 

HEP Coffee fo 
Holliburten Erle Ce. 
Kerry & Dovid 

HJ Hem Ce 

Hi Lite Deg Food 

Hille Brother: Ce 
Helidey Mogesine 
Helm Temetoes 

Helcum Breed 

Home Bido & Leen Aven, 
Hetpoint 

Ket Shoppe: 

Hunt Feed: inc. 
Himmers Electrue Co 
lnternetione! Hervester 
living s Derry 

betes 

Jey + Petote (hips 

Job yt! tshend Shrump 
Jeike Mergerine 

Werk Jeno: Ce. 


Juice Industries 

Kerr Glass 

Kirby Vacuums 

Klever Kook Food (Ce. 
Kraft Products Ce. 
Kristeferson Diery 

Le Chey Chinese Dinner 
Ladies Home Journel 

L 2 M Plastic Aprons 
Langendor! Bake:i2s 
Leach Co 

Lettuce Leef Oil 

Lever Brothers Ce 
Linens ef the Week 
Lite Seap Ce. 

Londen Specialties Ce. 
Lubertene 

Lyen Ven & Storage 
Majestic Mayonnaise 
Meadow Gold Ice (reem 
Megowen-Educater Foods 
Menner's Rice 
Metropolitan Fed. Sevings 
Michigan Bulbs 
Michigan Mushreems 
Miciotene Hearing Ard 
Miinet 

Mirza Reg Cleaners 
Medglin Co. 

Mors Cheese Ce. 
My-T-Fine 

The Nestle Ce. 

New England Confectionery 
Nu Tone Chimes 
Nu-Trishus Corp. 
Oakite 

Occident Fleur 

Ocean Spray Cranberries 
© Connell Packing Ce. 
Ohrbach's 

Oil Heat Institute 

Old Mense Syrup 
Olympic Cerdens Bulbs 
Omer ibook 

Pan American Coffee 
Paradise Garden Bulbs 
Portex 

Peck Dog Food 

Pevely Diaries 
Pictsweet Frozen Foods 
Pillsbury Mills 

Pioneer Savings & Loon 
Plastic Food Bags 
Piymouth Moter Corp. 
Premier Foods 

Prita Cleaner 
Prudential Bldg. Assn. 
Puriten Mershmoliows 
Puget Sound P 8 | Ce. 
Realemen 

Risione 

Roman Mea! Ce 

Rusce Windows 

Schick Shavers 
Schneider Boking (eo 
Gee. E. Shampren Ce 
Sherwood Gorden: Bulbs 
Simon 

Snow Crop 

sos 
Spark Stove Ce. 
Sterling Sel! 
Bt Lewis Fed. Sevings 
Stokely Foods 

Ten B-Low 

Tony Soloed Dressing 
™Wa 

Twin City Fed Sevings 
Twinlock Hangers 

Van Houten + (Cocos 
Virginia Morylond Mith 
Ward Boking (ce 
Washington Post 

Wash. State Frovt Comm. 
Webb s (olfee 

Western Redd: Wip 
Wilkins Coffee 

Wiilys Jeeps 

Wipe On 

Wise Potete (hip: 

Wm. WH. Wise booms 

Yor Twes 
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] Farming Out Time to Tele | 
Rep Outfits Paying Off ; 
| For WBKB, Chi Outlet 


VARIETY 


Estimated Weekly Network Program Costs: 1949-90 























Centinued from page 43 _ 
Chicago, Oct. 25 
WBKB’s latest promotion, in 
. NET. HEAD which the station farms out its 
PROGRAM WORK COST SPONSOR AGENCY 2RODUCER WRITER time to TV rep outfits, has already 
Today's Children......... NBC 2500 General Mills .......... Knox Reeves........ Carl Wester.”....... Caryl Coleman started paying handsomely, ac- 
Tom Mix oda MBS 3,000 Ralston be as ceeges GarGne? ...... 0000 Mary Affleck........ George Lother cording to general manager John 
True Detective Mysteries... MBS 3,500 Williamson Candy ....... Aubrey, Moore Mitchell, who predicts the Balaban 
. tt ae Murray _ Burnett M. Burnett & Katz outlet will edge into the 
Truth or Consequences ..... NBC 10,500 Procter & Gamble ,. A sas SO Rees Floyd Holm Davis-Lewes black this winter 
Twenty Questions. eeee 3.250 Ronson soon. CCP .. Garry Stevens........ One-half of the new stunt in- 
Voice of Firestone. ........ NBC 8.000 Firestone Tires Sweeney & James Don Gillis ceeeees volves selling several card plugs 
Fred Waring NBC 5.000 Minn. Valley Canning Leo Burnett Tom Bennett ..+» Jay Johnston : "es P- _ faa oe a 
. ‘ ‘RS 2 95 ‘eneral F , Benton & Bowles Tom McDermott......Frank Provo & nd copies OF a paper-bount 
Wendy Warren & the News CBS 3,250 General Foods ent Uwite _ John Picard album to distribute to their cus- 
— 9 = _ _— . ‘toes —_- - tomers. WBKB sell the deal at 
i © & Learn NBC 2 500 Manhattan Soap Duane Jones........ Chet Gierlach John Clark i. i. an 
we ‘ce Seaaie : CBS 7,600 Gulf Oil Y&R James Sheldon Leonard Safir ae ae Se ep eee 
Noah Webster Says scoee 2,500 Southern Cotton Oil Fitzgerald een — and por ante the rest rhe 
Welcome Travelers NBC 2.500 Procter & Gamble D F S-Biow .. Axel Gruenberg Axel Gruenberg retailers have gone for the idea, 
Lawrence Welk Show ...... ABC 2,500 Miller Brewing Co Klau-Van-Pieter- too; several hundred in the first 
' som-Dunlap H. Blake .. e+ H. Blake month. ; 
Walter Winchell _epeees Ee 12,000 Kaiser - Frazer......... Wm. H. Weintraub Paul Scheffels....... Walter Winchell What they get, besides the 100 
When a Girl Marries........ NBC 2 750 General Foods ......... Benton & Bowles- _—_ oe albums, is several spots a week, 
2 * Se Tom McDermott _— Flaine Carrington | which aye run in card slides plus 
Young Dr. Malone ......... CBS a pomaee ._Sa soeee oT. ce eccetens —. — Leeee. Julian Funt a verbal commercial. in five half- 
Young Widder Brown...... NBC 25 erling Drug ..........D FS. .seceseeees: > = 7 on hour periods a week titled “TV 
Hummert Album.” Station runs through 
Your Hit Parade. ......... NBC 10,000 Lucky Strike ......... BBD&O .......eee- Dick White ..ccccecces the cards in chain fashion, pausing 
beta — a _ ——_—_—————— |in its Multiscope newscasts for a 


























Meredith Willson 


opera. Television simply 








Centinued from page 4 











New 


pictures 
when they tried to hide the micro- 
phone in the chandelier or in the 
coatrack or in the potted palm. I modestly state, however, 
must have been pretty shows did not lay a big egg. So 
work that human nature being what 


i so" | 1,000,000 Philly | 


cuse to get positive instead of neg- 


guess they 
convinced 
way or they wouldn't have dropped | begin to look around 
all that kind of technic in favor of 
pre-recording all the musical num- ative. 
bers and any other scenes difficult’ One thing hit me and that is figure for the entire Philly market 
that maybe we have become spoil- takes in the 50,000 sets 
of show Trenton and South Jersey 
and the 18,000 sets in the Wilming- 


to handle from a sound standpoint. 

In television, though, you get to ed in certain branches 
project into a mike anywhere from 
two to 
which 


lady 


Generally 


wouldn't 


thé early °30s feeling about television and if our “aay 
show had laid a big egg I would Show business, will come 


| weakness. After all, 


probably still feel that way. ‘ * 
that our Via television. 


business where you can keep do- 
four feet away from you ing a thing over and over again ton, Del. area. 
is kind of hard to do if on film or tape or wax until you 
you're singing a romantic song or get a good take. Television is so 
making quiet love to some young far a one-take medium 
Of course, I didn’t have to 
worry about anything like that. 

speaking I went to a one-iake job every time he plays 
York with a very negative at a concert. So does everybody 


maybe is its strength instead of its 
Heifetz does 


means 














it is, I 
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area, 





the 





Oct., 1947, with only 15,000 sets in 


to $300 and spots from $25 to $30. 
Principal fear is that increasing 
rates may result in pricing out lo- 
I may hard way which is unquestionably cal advertisers. Station managers 
. admit that many local tele time 
buyers will not be able to stand 
the full hour tariff, but they 


dozen at a time 
The second angle is the same 


in the legitimate theatre and the scts in operation here with an 
hourly rate of $300 to $400. and a. : 
more opening nights, whereas in spots ranging from $25 to $50. In %t¥Y!e show called “TV Billboard,’ 
the movies you have none. Maybe 
ij. a whole new kind of performers, use, the hour rate ran from $200 
even greater than the glittering 
names already immortalized in 
up the 


in which the stations sell plugs 
and neon signs for store windows 
It's reported that the two opera- 
tions are netting the station a min- 
imum of $1,000 a week from 450 
retailers. 

Mitchell said the retailers’ re- 
sponse has been “phenomenal,” 


In- and that “the revenue from their 


tend to work out a solution in co- 
operative programming. Idea is to 
ask nets to permit all sustaining 
television shows to be sold locally 
on a co-op basis. By selling seg- 
ments of a sustainer, local adver- 
tisers can remain in the television 
medium and at the same time pro- 


: ; : vide an added source of revenue 
The new rates, station managers, for both station and web. 


contend, while seemingly high. are 
and this far below what they should be in 
comparison with the rates and the 
number of sets in operation during KPAB here. He was formerly with 
comparable periods last year. In KMAC. KITE and KTSA, San show on Mondays and Fridays. 
Oct., 1848, there were only 65,000 Antonio. 


Laredo, Tex. — Joe Allison has 
been named general manager for 


advertising may be the added push 
we need to get into the black this 
winter.” 





WSB’'S ‘MAGIC & CARROTS’ 
Atlanta, Oct. 25. 
“Mr. Magic and Carrots,” a 
prestidigitation show, bowed Mon- 
day (24) as a triweekly feature on 
WSB-TV, with Norman Jensen in 
the role of “Mr. Magic.” 
Mason Candies is sponsoring 


Wednesdays it’s a sustainer. 











—s 





 poughkeepsies 


ONLY A FEW BLOCKS AWAY 


a true tale—that to us, anyway— 
personifies the power of WOR and WOR-tv 


Let’s call her Mrs. G.—though 
that’s not really her name. Like 
any woman, she wouldn't dare ad- 
mit her age, but we guessed it at 
about seventy or seventy-five. She 
wore a little blue hat and a dress 
to match and her hair was white 
and so were her gloves. 

She asked a WOR reception- 
ist, “Miss, could I see the man who 
makes the programs?” 

Being an alert girl, the recep- 
tionist said, “Of course; won't you 
sit down?” 

One of WOR’s 30 or more 
men who “make the programs” 
came out to see Mrs. G. 


“You know,” said Mrs. G., “I 
come down to Macy’s from Pough- 
keepsie* just about twice a year 
and today it occurred to me that I 
might drop into WOR and tell you 
people just how much Daniel, he’s 
my husband, and I enjoy what you 
send us.” 

“Well, isn’t that nice,” said one 
of the men who “makes our pro- 
grams.” 

She continued, “For more than 
twenty-five years the both of us 
have listened to you carefully. And 
now with your big television sta- 
tion, you seem closer than ever. In 
fact, we both feel our place in 





*which is 86 miles up the Hudson from a city called New York 


Poughkeepsie’s only a few blocks 
away from WOR” And she added, 
“it looks to us like WOR-tv is going 
to be family-like, just like WOR. It 
isn’t the same as the other tele- 
vision stations; it’s different, it’s 
warm and nice.” 





NOTE —the unique power of 
WOR -—and now its sister station 
WOR-tv—to move the hearts and- 
minds of hundreds of thousands of 
people on the Eastern Seaboard 
is, we feel, powerfully pictured in 
this little tale. For long more than 
a quarter century WOR’s ability 
to create miracles for thousands 
of advertisers has been based on 
its technical strength to reach 
35,890,000 people in 18-states 
and the Dominion of Canada with 
ee that are as natural and 
omelike as a family ‘round the 
fireside. It's little wonder that we 
can honestly and truthfully say 


reaches the most people where the most people are 
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JH PROPELLED..AND HI HEADING YOUR WAY ! 









































BIG STATIONS AND LITTLE STATIONS—stations like 
WGN,. Chicago and KVMV, Twin Falls, idaho; WFil, 
Philadelphia and WSPC, Anniston, Ala., loved these great 


shows— and bought ‘em! Scores and scores of alert, 





M-G-M THEATRE OF THE AIR 
A full hour of top dramatic entertainment 
once a week, presenting Hollywood's most 
glamorous stars in thrilling radio adaptations 
of all-time M-G-M picture hits. 
AT HOME WITH LIONEL BARRYMORE 


One of the world's most famous and beloved 
stars chats, reminisces about the stage, the 
screen and their people. Three | 5-minute pro- 
groms per week. 


HOLLYWOOD, U.S.A. 
Giemorous Paula Stone, of the noted “Step- 





HERE'S WHAT YOU GET! 





~~ 


THE STORY OF DR. KILDARE 


One of the most famous motion picture series, 
adapted to radio for the first time, and stor- 
ring both Lew Ayres and Lionel Barrymore, 
who created the leading roles on the screen. 
One half-hour per week. 


MAISIE 


Starring Ann Sothern... half-hour, once 
weekly, presenting brand new radio adapta- 


bright broadcasters are starring them on the air NOW. 
AND THEY'LL DO A JOB FOR YOU TOO—if you're 
smart and move fast! PUT THEM TO WORK FOR YOU! 


GOOD NEWS FROM HOLLYWOOD 
Handsome George Mutphy, himself a greot 


stor, gives you the latest Hollywood gossip 
ond presents o famous guest. Three 15-minute 
progroms per week. 


CRIME DOES NOT PAY 


A tense and exciting dramatic presentation 
bosed on M-G-M's Academy Award two- 
reelers. Featuring name ployers. A holf-hour 
program, once o week. 


THE HARDY FAMILY 


The fomous movie series, never before re- 
leased for radio adgptation, starring 
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ping Stones,” in intimate interviews with film- tions of the populor M-G-M pictures, other 
dom's great stors ond personolities. Five odaptations of which proved equally popular Mickey Rooney ond Lewis Stone... A holf- 
15-minute programs per week. os @ network rodio series. hour, once weekly. 


Metro Golduyn -Mayer Redio Attractions 


. MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 

















fF Exclusive Representatives... 
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THE ETERNAL LIGHT 
With Peter Capell, Dr. Moshe Da- 
vis, Sterling Fisher; narrator, 

Alexander Scourby; music, Mor- 

ris Mamorsky; conductor, Milten 

Katims 
Writer: Morton Wishengrad 
Producer: Milton E. Krents 
Director: Frank Papp 
30 Mins.; Sun., 1 p.m, 

Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

“The Eternal Light,” a public 
service spiritual program presented 
by the Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary in association with NBC, aus- 
piciously began its sixth year on 
the air Sunday (23). New series of 
13 Sabbath broadcasts is reprising 
the most popular scripts of some 
241 dramatized over the stanza in 


the past. Show, incidentally, is 
ey to about 100 NBC outlets at 
2:30 p.m. but is transcribed for 
the 1 pm. WNBC airing 


Chosen as the new season’s ini- 
tialer was “Moses Mendelssohn.” 
authored by Morton Wishengrad 
It's the story of an 18th century 
philosopher—the “Socrates of Ger- 
many’’—the first person in that 
country to plead for separation of 
church and state. While Mendels- 
sohn's sapient observations were 
made some 200 years ago, his’ ex- 
hortation that “everyone be per- 
mitted to worship in his own way” 
unfortunately still néeds repetition 
today 

Thoroughly competent the 
title role was Peter Capell. Alex- 
ander Scourby’s narration and the 
musical bridges also helped to 
build the forcefulness of Wishen- 
arad’s fine script. In a brief anni- 


in 


versary ceremony, Dr. Moshe Da 
vis, the airer’s program editor, 
~— NBC's pioneering spirit 
n turn, Sterling Fisher, manager 


of NBC's public affairs and educa- 
tion department. paid tribute to 
“Light” in behalf of the net's board 
chairman, Niles Trammell, and 
prez Joseph McConnell. Gilb. 


KATE SMITH SINGS 

With Ted Collins 

15 Mins.: 11:45 a.m.; Mon. to Fri. 
Sustaining 

wor, N. Y. 

“Kate Smith Sings” returned to 
the WOR, N. Y., airlanes Monday 
(24) in the 11:45 a.m.-slot which 
precedes her other 15-minute stint 


on same _ station, “Kate Smith 
Speaks,” on a sustaining basis. 
There’s attendant chitchat be- 


tween the songstress and her man- 
ager, Ted Collins, as prelude to 
spinning recorded versions of a 
quartet of her yesteryear chirp- 
ings. Group includes a couple of 
ballads. “Ask Anyone Who Knows,” 
and “I Apologize,” a torchy ver- 
sion of “I Cried for You” and 
“Kiss Me Again,” all giving ade- 
uate play to the singer's warbling. 
he nostalgic tinge to the program 
will renew acquaintance of the 
tunes with the listening hausfraus 
and should jell well with the fol- 
lowup news gab session. Edba. 








| ROB CROSBY SHOW 

With Kay Armen, Emil Cete Cheir, 
Gus Haenschen Orch. 

Producer-director: Roland Martini 

30 Mins., Sun., 10:30 p.m. 

| PET MILK 

NBC, from New York 


Originally titled the “Pet Milk 





Show,” this half-hour was rechris- | 


tened the “Bob Crosby Show” with 
the advent of Crosby Sunday, (23) 
evening. Why the change in title 
is difficult to understand. There 


was little to indicate Crosby was 


the boss-man on his starting per- 
formance. In the first 15 minutes 
or so he uttered hardly a word 
except an opening greeting and in 
dueting one tune with Kay Armen. 
It seemed like Crosby was being 
cut into the broadcast from the 
Coast. which wasn't so, since he’s 
in New York 

At any rate, this performance 
was almost entirely musical, Miss 
Armen taking the opening “It’s a 
Great Feeling” and going on from 
there. Crosby didn’t have a glib 
word to spiel until fairly late in 
the half-hour and along the line 
words from anyone else were 
scarce as greenbacks. 

Under the circumstances of the 
debut, therefore, this show is a 
pleasant musical offering, with the 
good voice of Miss Armen dominat- 


ing, and little else. Commercials 
for Pet Milk delivered a crisp, 
clear message without intruding. 


Wood. 





Transcription Review 











BUILDERS OF A NATION 
With Sam Kurlan, narrator 
Writer: Eric Arthur 
Director - Producer: 

chanski 
15 Mins. 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 

LABOR ISRAEL 

Pushing for added immigration 
into Palestine, the National Com- 
mittee for Labor Israel has begun 
series aimed at 
drawing the Jews to the new state. 
As indicated by the first two plat- 


Mendel Ko- 


a transcription 


ters, each 15-minute segment is 
devoted to a noted Israelite’s 
struggle to make Palestine the 


Jewish homeland. Also played up 
are the advancements and services 
carried out by the Palestinian or- 
ganization of workers known as 
the Histadrut. 
Programs pull 
are out- ood out 
Jewish migration to Palestine. 
Throughout the dramatization, 
benefits awaiting the Jews in Is- 


no punches, but 
pitches for a 


raei are brought to the fore. The. 
handled well, | 


transcriptions are 


| teurishness, 


Highgrade Lowdown 


Don Gillis, producer of the 
NBC ag my! Orchestra 
broadcasts, had his Symphony 
No. 8, or “Dance Symphony,” 
world-premiered by the orch 
over NBC Saturday (22) under 
baton of Milton Katims. While 
not as witty or origina! a work 
as Gillis’ Symphony No. 5%, 
which Toscanini preemed two 
years ago, this new composi- 
tion is catchy and intriguing. 
Four movements are (a) “Juke- 
box Jive”; (b) “Deep Blues”; 
(c) “Waltz (of sorts)”: and (d) 
“Lowdown, Hoedown.” 


Music is, quite understand- 
ably, reminiscent and deriva- 
tive, but it’s all favorsome and 
appealing, and smartly ar- 
ranged as a sort of jazz apothe- 
osis. First movement is strong- 
ly rhythmic: second has a 
smooth, langorous style; third 
is a compote of charming, va- 
ried snatches of waltz melo- 
dies, and fourth cleverly com- 
bines jazz and square dance 
in lively gait, working up to an 
exhilarating finish. Orch, un- 
der the spirited direction of 
Katims, let its longhair down 
Saturday and played the sym- 
phony in style. It was good 
solid sending jazz, with a flair. 

Bron. 








JUVENILE WORKSHOP 
Writer-Producer: Rasalyn Balch 
30 Mins.: Sat., 9:30 a.m. 


Sustaining 
WROW, Albany 

New program, with = cast of 25 
youngsters, follows another local 
juvenile show. “The Good Fairy.” 


making an hour of uninterrupted 
entertainment for children. Rosa- 
lyn Balch scripts and directs the 
show. This format is more notice- 
able hereabouts since “Backyard 
Follies’ debuted on WABY three 
years ago. 

First of two stanzas heard had 
the most production and continu- 
ity. It carried a western theme, 
script tieing together a string of 
musical numbers done chiefly by 
soloists and chorus. Half-hour was 
one of the better originations in ithe 
local juvenile field. Second broad- 
cast presented the kids in imita- 
tions of stars. It was more familiar 
and less effective: the element of 
precocity, and someitmes of ama- 
entered too strongly 
Shirley Santandrea, who telecasts 
on WRGB. registered strongly 
with a Helen Morgan bit. Carl 


Spitaro presented a fair Al Jolson | 


impersonation, and several others 
had moments 

Reading of lines — emcees 
change —is sometimes wavering, 
which probably is to be expected 
in view of the ages of participants. 
Show gives evidence of planning 
and rehearsal; it should improve 


but a little more subtlety might | with time. Bob Wortendyke an- 


‘strengthen their effectiveness. 


nounces. Jaco. 








MERRILL 


Each year | express 





rung up the ladder. 


CLARK ANDREWS 
FRANCIS BARTON, JR. 
CHARLIE BASCH 

DON BECKER 

ROGER BOWER 
MURRAY BURNETT 
RALPH BUTLER 


WYLLIS COOPER 
DON, COPE 
CLAY DANIEL 
RONALD DAWSON 
Git FATES 
CHARLES FISHER 
THEO GANNON 
HARRY S. GOODMAN 
WALTER GORMAN 
JOSEPH GOTTLIEB 
JOSEPH GRAHAM 








CHARLES W. CHRISTENBERRY, JR. 





E. JOELS 


Says 
THANK YOU for a HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


Oct. 29, 1949, marks the beginning of my 
Sth year in Network Radio and Television. 


my appreciation in this 


manner to the people who believe in my 
ability and have helped me climb another 


A heartfelt thanks to: 


JOHN GUNN 
JAMES HARVEY 
MARK HAWLEY 
JACK HURDLE 
WILLIAM KAYE 
EDWARD KING 
ALEX LEFTWICH 
RAYMOND LEICHT 
RICHARD LEWIS 
MARX LOEB . 
WILLIAM MARSHALL 
ROBERT NOVAK 
PHILIP NEWSOME 
FRANK PAPP 
HOWARD PHILLIPS 
CARL RIGROD 
JACK RUBIN 
MELVILLE RUICK 
ROBERT SALTER + 








and BASCH RADIO PRODUCTIONS for the 52-week TV contract with 
BONAFIDE MILLS, MAGIC-TONE RECORDS for Narration on 6 kiddie 
records, NEW STAGES, INC., for “"MALFI" in “THE SUN & I" 











LIEUT. SCHALL, AUS 
FRANCES SCOTT 
ROCCO TITO 


and 


SPECIAL THANKS TO: 


WENDALL ADAMS ° 
LILLIAN ARNOLD 

PAT BARTELS 
CATHERINE DE CARLO 
MEL GOODMAN 

HELEN HEDEMAN 
WILLIAM KAUFFMAN 
ELEANOR KILGALLEN 
VERA LARKIN 

M/SGT. ROBERT McCANN, AUS 
ERLENE WALLACE 

HERBERT WOLF 








a winter schedule. 


With Michael ard, narrator 
Writer: Richard Dana 

15 Mins.; Sun., 8:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WCBS, N. Y. 

“Memo From Lake Success” is 
one of the better public service 
programs in behalf of the United 
Nations. Produced by the UN 
radio staff, show attempts to give 
'a rounded picture of the multiple 
jobs performed by the world or- 
| ganization. It has a sound docu- 
mentary format based op record- 
|ings made at Lake Success, the 
UN headquarters. While frankly 
plugging the UN, show maintains 
a sober air without any pollyanish 
overtones. 

Recent show aired a series of in- 
teresting interviews with a group 
of UN children. Under sympathetic 
questioning, the kids from abroad 
told of the hunger and privations 
suffered by children in Europe 
This was the best part of the ses- 
sion Concluding section, detail- 
ing the work of the UN in over- 
coming the world food shortage, 
was more routine. Herm. 





DALE HARRISON SHOW 
30 Mins.: Sun.-Fri., 12 midnight 
WINDY CITY RESTAURANT 
ASSN. 
WENR, Chicago 
(Ray Freedman) 

Columnist Dale Harrison started 
off with a disk jockey show, but al- 
ready he’s got something more. 
The half-hour stint uses records, 
but that’s the only DJ aspect of 
the program. 

What Harrison does is put out a 
mixture that’s much like a night 
ciub roundup by Dr. Preston Brad- 
ley. He uses philosophy, Chi nos- 
talgia, and durable witticisms in a 
format that’s startlingly different 
to jaded post-midnight listeners 

Harrison has a neat commercial 
package here, too, since he books 
out the plugs to local niteries un- 
der a loosely knit outfit titled as an 
association. He's an oldtimer in 
the biz, and tosses in enough in- 
side history to give hearers that 
well known feeling of stable dope. 

With no fanfare on Harrison’s 
debut, it looks very much like 
WENR doesn’t yet know what it 
has here. a situation not unusual 
among Chi stations. Mart. 


PSCC COCCOSTOCC SEE e+ + +4 


Radio Followup 
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Raymond Scott did a swell job 
conducting the Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade orchestra Saturday (22) in 
place of his brother, the late Mark 
Warnow. Scott left his quintet in 
the midwest to fill in for the week, 
with Al Goodman having the inside 
track for the spot permanently, 
and under his baton the band 
worked crisply and cleanly. 

Jeff Clark, male vocalist on the 
show, gave a performance that left 
nothing to be desired. Dueting 
with Eileen Wilson's warm, clear 
tonsils, or working alone Clark 
sang smoothly and well. 


Se ie 
++oose 


. 





Following the current Broadway 
offering of “Twelfth Night” and 
the “Tonight on Broadway” pick- 
‘up of bits from the show over 
CBS-TV Sunday (16), WOR’s “Com- 
edy Theatre” hopped on the band- 
/wagon with a production of the 
| Bard’s work Thursday (20). Shaved 
to fit the needs of an hour-long 
presentation, the radio version of 
| the play added up to a routine 
comedy of mistaken identities us- 
| ing characters and based on a plot 
created by Shakespeare. 
| Though the situation developed 
_in “Twelfth Night” has been worn 
| thin through repetition, the Com- 
| edy Theatre offered a novel pres- 
|entation that scored for a few 
chuckles. However, cut to its bar- 
est essentials, the play had little 
to offer Shakespearean fans. Di- 
rection by Jack LaFrande and act- 
ing by the program's regular Gold 
Coast Players were both okay. 


‘BEST MUSIC’ NIX STIRS 
PENNA. MUSIC CLUBS 


Faston, Pa., Oct. 25. 
| Withdrawal of eight programs of 
“the very best musie” from radio 
networks this fall was protested by 
the Pennsylvania Federation of 

Music Clubs at a conference here. 
Mrs. C. Henry Jaxheimer, presi- 
dent of the federation, called upon 
lovers of music to become articu- 
late and make their wishes known 
to radio executives. She said that 
“people who like good music are 
too reticent about writing” and as- 
serted that the programs had been 
removed “because sponsors have 
no knowledge that they are being | 
listened to.” Mrs. Jaxheimer added | 
that the New York Philharmonic | 
| Orchestra has no sponsor for its | 








MEMO FROM LAKE SUCCESS (~WELCOME ABOARD 
Schaughency 


—— 


With Ed , Marilizn Me. 
Cabe, Irving Barnes, Don Werle, 
| ame | Scigliano, Silver Toppers 
Quaret, Male Chorus, Bernie 

__ Armstrong orch 

Producer: Everett Neill 
Writer: Sy Bloom 

30 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
DUQUESNE BREWING Co. 
_KDKA, Pittsburgh 


This is probably the most am- 
bitious local radio program ever to 
hit the air in Pittsburgh, and cer- 
tainly carries a budget far and 
above what home-town sponsors 
generally shell out for a single sta- 
tion shot. On basis of opening 
show, it ought to sell a lot of beer. 


In format, “Welcome Aboard” 
(the SS Duquesne) goes back to an 
early broadcasting era. the old 
Show Boat setup that did coffee a 
good turn in the old days. Ed 
Schaughency plays the skipper and 
handles the commercials and while 
there’s a slight story thread, it's 
no more than a stage setting for 
the .ntroductions and that’s okay. 
Irving Barnes, a corking baritone 
who did a bangup job of “Jericho.” 
is identified as the first-mate- 
Marilyn McCabe, the principal 
femme voice, as the Cap'n’s niece 
and Don Werle, as a deckhand. 
Miss McCabe and Werle have solo 
spots and also team up vocally, and 
either way, they come over fine 

Silver Toppers Quartet (Silver 
Top is the new premium beer spon- 
sor is introducing) are _ really 
the Pittsburghers, national barber 
shop champs, and fit the program 
like a glove and for an added boot 
harmonize on a commercial, too. 
Actually “Welcome Aboard” is a 
half-hour of songs and music, and 
the Show Boat theme is just a peg 
upon which to hang the locale. For 
an audience gimmick, two local gal 
singers guest each week, the win- 
ner (on basis of telephone votes 
and mailed ballots) to compete 
with another contest the following 
Saturday, and so on, with the No. 
1 femme over the 13-week stretch 


grabbing a contract for the pro- 
gram. 
Bernie Armstrong’s orch pro- 


vides a solid background all! the 
way and the male chorus adds 
some strong support wher called 
on and also supplies the back- 
ground tumult to give the Show 
Boat an audience flavor. Big thin 
in a show like this is the pace, an 
the teeoff program had it straight 
through. Cohen. 


GOOD NEWS FROM 
HOLLYWOOD 

With George Murphy: Dick Sim- 
mons, announcer 

Writer: Paula Stone 

Producer: Raymond Katz 

15 Mins.;: Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMGM, N. Y. 


“Good News From Hollywood,” 
another offering in the flock of 
packaged shows being syndieated 
by MGM Radio Attractions, is a 
conventional chatter and interview 
airer from the celluloid capital. 
George Murphy handles the com- 
mentary in affable style and, as 
the title indicates, there'll be no 
dirt slung during these sessions. 
Murphy is frankly aiming at boost- 
ing Hollywood under Metro's 
logical theory that radio plugs for 
the industry will be reflected in 
healthier boxoffices. 


On the kickoff show, Murphy 
pasted the slander and_ gossip 
mongers for exaggerating trifling 
incidents in Hollywood into a prev- 
alent condition. He kudosed several 
film celebs for their charitable and 
artistic work and segued into an 
interview with Ava Gardner. The 
plug, unstrargely enough, was 
directed at Metro’s. “The Great 
Sinner.” The chitchat between 
Murphy and Miss Gardner was of 
the routine “and then I did” type. 

Herm. 





Detroit— WWJ in conjunction 
with the Foreign Policy Assn. in- 
augurated Sat. (15) a series of 
weekly programs titled “World 
Forum.” Michigan personalities 
who are experts on the various 
world problems will appear. Rus- 
sell Barnes, of the Detroit News 
staff, is moderator. Shields Dierkes 
is producer and Earl Gormaine 
script writer. 
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57th Week—WBEKB 
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PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
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Rating 16.3 
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Rating 5.8 
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“BLIND DATE” 








New York Rating 17.0 
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Rating 11.7 
Share 21.4 
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Say, how high can Arlene go? 


ve...UP... UP. .. soars the rating of BLIND DATE, on 
ABC-TV. Audiences love it . . . critics love it . . . because 
here (Variety talking )is a television show ‘‘replete with solid 
laughs, human interest, visual impact, suspense.”’ And here 
(Variety again) in gay, glamorous Arlene Francis is the perfect 
television m.c.—‘‘visually attractive, nicely gowned, a glib ad libber, 
she does an exceilent job.”’ For a sponsor, BLIND DATE offers enormous 
advantages: how often do you get a crack at a happy, hilarious TV show 
that’s a solid hit, growing more popular each week .. . that’s an audience 
participation show as well... that’s chock-full of merchandising 
possibilities ... that can give you high product identification! For all 
details, cal] CIrcle 7-5700. Not soon... NOW! 


TELEVISION 


. 
. 6 4 
American Broadcasting Company } 
ABC Television Centers }/ 









































TELEVISION REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 26, 1949 





DINNER AT SARDI’S 

With Bill Slater, emcee; guests 

Producers: Marlewe Lewis, Minna 
Bess 

Director: Garry Stevens 

6@ Mins.; Wed., 7:30 p. m. 

Participating 

WOR-TV, New York 
WOR-Mutual’s “Luncheon 

Sardi’s,” which has had a fairly 


steady growth, has been trans- 


planted with few changes into. 


video. The televersion is one of 
the brighter items in the WOR-TV 
lineup, but it’s still a long way 
from being topflight TV entertain- 
ment 

The stanza’s chief viewer appeal 
is in getting Broadway celebs to 
let their hair down about their 
backstage and offstage doings. On 
the show caught last week (19), 
Arnold Moss (after the inevitable 
plugs for his current pix and legit 
appearances) chatted about his cos- 
tume changes in “Twelfth Night” 
and made a good case for a na- 
tionally supported theatre as an 
antidote to theatrical unemploy- 
ment. Marguerite Piazza told how 
she broke into opera, Frank Albert- 
son related how he was cast for 
“Brother Rat,” Johnny Coy dealt 
with the problem of a husband 
and wife when both are in show 
biz, and Joan Roberts made a pitch 
for her WOR-TV song strip. Some 
of this chitchat was too tradey to 
have general human interest. Addi- 
tionally, the static quality of two- 
shots and three-shots of gabbing 
diners (with booths creating light- 
ing and lens-angle problems) made 
for a monotony which paring the 
program te 30 minutes might help 
relieve 

More effectively visual were in- 
terviews with puppeteer Rae Cope- 
lan. demonstrating some of her 
wares, sculptor Louis Slobodkin 
showing a bust of Slater, nitery im- 
pressionist Pat Bright giving some 
capsule carbons and _ cartoonist 
Ham Fisher making a quick sketch 
of Joe Palooka. Fisher's fluent in- 
terview pointed up the fact that 
the success of this kind of airer 
depends on guests who are hep 
conversationalists. 

Slater is a savvy emcee, but 
some more natural transitions en- 
abling him to hop from table to 
table are needed. His frequent 
lichting and mentions of Pall Mall 
cigarets were obtrusive ‘he smoked 
a half-dozen in the hour), whereas 
a couple of direct commercials for 
the brand would have been more 
acceptabl Ronson, sponsor of 
Slater's “20 Questions” on MBS. 
got some cuffo plugs via his use of 
the lighter. Bril. 


i 


B’WAY TO H’'WOOD HEADLINE 
| CLUES 

With George Putnam 

| 30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 


| DU MONT, from N. Y. 


| his is a four-in-one, catch-all 
show that ranges from straight 


| newscasting to quiz giveaways. The 


at format is slightly confusing but 


the underlying idea is that dialers 
will find something of interest in 
this half-hour pot-pourri. _It's an 
idea worth trying and this show 
has the advantage of terrific pace 
in its hopping from one facet of 
the show to another. 

George Putnam handles all 
'phases of the program with a 
machine-gun style of delivery. He 
opens with a headline resume ot 
world affairs, dips into some Hol- 
lywood gossip and rums a quiz 
show on the side. Quiz aspect 1s 
based upon telephone calls to dial- 
ers who are called upon to answer 
one straight news question before 
qualifying for the jackpot tease 
On the preem, dialers had to iden- 
tify the film players in a still shot 
from an old time Hollywood film 
which was flashed on the screen. 
Winners received prizes valued in 
the neighborhood of $50. 

Putnam also conducts interviews 
with show biz celebs. On the 
opener, Joey Adams made an in- 
gratiating pitch for his new book, 
“The Curtain Never Falls,” and 
virtually spelled out the real life 
name of the book's central char- 
acter whom Adams tagged a “heel.’ 
Putnam tended to butter up 
Adams too much with some corny 


superlatives. Putnam would also 
do better to eliminate the tele- 
graph key sound effects when he 


punches across the news ulletins, 
especially since he is forced to 
work the key in full view of the 
dialers. Herm. 


Fri. TV Slot Set For 
NBC ‘One Man’s Family’ 


TV version of radio’s “One 
Man's Family.” packaged by indie 
producer Carleton E. Morse, has 
finally been set to tee off Nov. 4 
(Fri.) in the 8 to 8:30 period. Show 
will precede Gulf Oil's “We, the 
People” simulcast, which switches 
over to NBC-AM and TV that night 
from CBS. 

“Family” debut, which has been 
delaved by casting problems, will 
be launched as a sustainer. The 
8 to 9 bracket is presently being 
held down by a series of “Hop- 
along Cassidy” westerns, also run 
on a sustaining basis. Web has not 
yet found another time slot for 
them. 
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(THE PENN FAMILY 


With Wynne Gibson, Billi Harri- 
man, Bob Shawley, Ginny Brown 

Producer - Writer - Director: Ber- 
nard L. Sackett 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 

REPUBLICAN CENTRAL CAM- 

PAIGN COMMITTEE 

WFIL-TV, Philadelphia ; 

Politics with a presentation 
angle is offered in “The Penn 
Family,” a telecast story of a 
Philly household that manages to 
have its share of crises in their 
pre-election home life. Show 
shaped as having entertainment 
values as well as political cam- 
paign pitch. Author Bernard L. 
Sackett obviously had in mind the 
adventures of another theatrical 
household (the Day Family) when 
he contrived the Penn menage. 

Star of the program is the capa- 
ble Wynne Gibson, who portrays 
Martha Penn Bill Harriman is 
the father: Bob Shawley, the son, 
and Ginny Brown, the daughter 
Like “Vinnie” in the Day saga, 
Wynne Gibson’s Martha is a 
femme seemingly ‘bewildered by 
the world of affairs, yet managing 
to keep a pretty sound head on 
her shoulders and always making 
a sort of unexpected sense. 

Miss Gibson, who has had wide 
experience in virtually every en- 
tertainment field, gives the stand- 
out performance, and she projects 
easily all the broadcast’s messages, 
as well as puts over its laughs— 
of which it has a surprising num- 
ber. The plot concerns a will left 
by an “Aunt Agnes,” no one in 
the family seems to remem- 
ber This unexpected bequest is 
promptly contested by other rela- 
Lives. 

A search is made to determine 
the identity of “Aunt Agnes” and 
it subsequently turns out that 


|when Father was a boy, there was 
|a next-door 


neighbor known by 
that name. This “Aunt Agnes” 
was grateful to the boy who once 
inadvertently introduced her to cos- 
metics by spilling talcum powder 
in her face and left him her en- 
tire fortune—which amounted to 
nothing. 

Play is given political twist by 
showing in course of plot the op- 
eration of the municipal offices 
of Register of Wills, City Treas- 
urer, Recorder of Deeds, etc. 


| Philadelphia this year is having a 


hotly contested election for these 
row offices, and the candidates and 
current officeholders are _ intro- 
duced as either friends of the 
Penn Family, or pubiic servants 
interested in their welfare. 
Program is especially notewor- 
thy for its even tenor and civilized 
attitude in a political campaign, 
which has been marked for its 
smearing and high ee charges. 
The candidates in “The Penn 
Family” script merely enter the 
picture briefly and then only to 
clarify the operations of their par- 
ticular offices. Sackett, who wrote 
produced and directed the pro- 
gram, has a sense of showmanship, 
and may wind up with a domestic 
TV show, when his series of five 
election pitches are completed. 


Gagh. 


FAYE EMERSON 

With Mary Bennett 
Producer: Hardie Frieberg 
Director: Dick Linkreun 
15 Mins.; Mon., 11 p.m, 
ANSONIA SHOES 
WCBS-TY, N,. Y. 

Producers apparently took no 
chance on actress Faye Emerson's 
debut at the head of a chitchat 
show. Miss Emerson was recruited 
for this program in a hurry due to 
the last-minute fallout of Diana 
Barrymore. Probably with more 
time to study and prepare for the 
situation, it’s likely that a more 
polished show would result. As it 
is, producers fortified her with one 
of CBS’ strongest attractions, ven- 
trilequist Paul Winchell and 
dummy Jerry Mahoney who. in a 
guest role. consumed nearly half 
the 15-minute time. First show 
consequently made a strong im- 
pact 

_However, Miss Emerson shows 
signs that she can make out on her 
own. She has a smooth flow of lan- 
guage. a polished delivery and a 
good camera demeanor. Aiding her 
is Mary Bennett who picks up the 
gab at frequent intervals. probably 
to give Miss Emerson time to catch 


her breath and collect further 
ilems 
Both Miss Emerson and Miss 


Bennett touch on both serious and 
trivial news items with some per- 
sonal comment. It makes for easy 
listening generally " 
Commercials are fairly logical 
The girls talk about the shoes 
they're wearing and some others 
on display. There's also a mail 
angle. Those writing in will get a 
10° discount card for sponsor's 
Ansonia shoes. Jose, 


Baltimore—Kenneth L. Carter. 
account exec at WMAR, resigned 
from the tele outlet here last week. 
4 tormer sales manager for WBAL, 
and WBAL-TV, Carter is planning 
a combined vacation-business trip. 
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With the assistance of Dean,;tor, a demonstration of how to 


| Martin and Jerry Lewis last Tues- 
‘day night (18), Milton Berle came 
closer to hitting his last year’s 
/peak than at any time this season 
on NBC-TV's “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre.” With such zanies as the two 
i|comedians to contend with Berle 
' fore camera-grabbing honors, the 
big question preceding the show 
was who was going to do what to 
whom. Result emerged a draw be- 
tween Berle and Lewis, with Mar- 
tin, slightly more inhibited, trail- 
ing. But. most important, the 
three together drew beaucoup 
yocks, even when they overdid the 
comedics. 

M. & L. 
metier 


proved anew that their 
is video and not AM, as 


Berle gave them a chance at the 
start to strut some of their own 
stuff. He came on immediately, 


though, to take a simulated beat-| 


ing an adaptation of an old bur- 
lesque skit, and then teamed with 
Lewis in some outlandish costumes 
to go down to the pit to lead the 
,orch whiie Martin sang. That's 
‘where they overdid it, playing the 
| gag far too long for its worth. Trio 
'socked across a fantastic looksee 
into the future in a “Buck Rogers” 
routine during the second half of 
the show and then finaled with 
Ethel Merman in a slightiv re- 
vamped version of Berle’s hillbilly 
| routine. 


Despite the length of Martin and 
Lewis’ stay and the fact that Miss 
| Merman sang two medleys. the show 
still wound five minutes early, 
forcing Berle to strain in padding 
the time. Goetschis, a new uni- 
cycle act from Europe, opened the 


program sprightly and the Zoris. | 


relatively new adagio team, wowed 
with their leopard terps 
act, incidentally, played excellent- 
ly and should be a natural for the 
top vaude and nitery bookings. 
They were a click in Ken Murray's 
“Blackouts.” Otherwise. Berle, 
Martin and Lewis and Miss Mer- 
man carried the show to the finale. 
a western production number for 
which a group of cowboys and In- 


dians were recruited from the 
World Championship Rodeo. cur- 
rent at Madison Sq. Garden. N. Y 


Also on in that number were mop- 
pets Verna Raymond and _ the 
Magid Triplets. who added to the 
general melee 


New York City’s television unit 
aired its second broadcast in the 
“This Is Your City” series over 
WPIX, N. Y.. Friday (21) Pro- 
gram, which was done live. told 
the story of the health depart- 
ment and effectively got across the 
idea that it provides a variety of 
|useful services. Format 
interviews with nurses. 
-and health officers and had visual 


|appeal through showing a cutaway | 


| model of an ambulance, an incuba- 


| 
| CRISIS 
With Arthur 
Spies 


Peterson, Adrian 


| 
Producer-director: Norman Felton 


30 Mins., Wed., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV from Chicago 

“Crisis” is a new type venture 
into TV possibilities of the oldtime 
fascinator—human relations. This 
30-minute drama employs pro- 
fessional actors who relive a trio 
of events from a guest's life on a 
Sight-unseen basis. Check »ints 
are established periodically during 
the program to balance the cast’'s 


fancy against what really did hap- | 


pen to the guest those three times. 

Somewhat similar to the Dave 
Garroway format, “Crisis” makes 
maximum use of naked = stage 
props, along with a casual. running 
commentary on the what-where- 
how of scenery usage. 

It's a relaxing kind of atmos- 


phere between scenes. Arthur 
Peterson, a tweedy Thomas 
Mitchell type. instructs the staff 


cast on its assignments. based on 
what facts the guest has related. 
Continuity is maintained by re- 
porter Adrian Spies. who plays a 
smiling confessor squeezing back- 
ground info out of the guest. 
This is quite an experiment, 
combining the human misery ele- 
ment of the John J. Anthony radio 


airers; the camera intensity of the, 


“Black Robe.” and the studied cas- 
ualness of Garroway And it's in- 
teresting TV fare tor viewers who 
like clinical vivisections 


One glaring fault could be cor- 


rected without detracting from the 
tempo—Peterson and Murray 
could stop smacking their lips over 
their guest victim, and 


into her persenal background. 
Otherwise, it looks like 
program topper Ted Mills has 
come up with a brand new TV 
routine that ought to catch on 
mainly because it links profession- 
al drama to real life impact. 
j Mart. 


Latter ' 


involved | 
doctors | 


show a} 
trifle less gusto getting their hooks | 


NBC 


dress and bathe an infant, free 
| pamphlets and exhibits of pava- 
—— used in preparing babies’ 
ood, scenes of kids playing in a 
clinic, getting medical checkup and 
| dental exams. 

| Im some cases the acting of the 
medicos, nurses and children was 
good. But, as might be expected, 
|some of the doctors and mothers 





were stiff and unnatural before 
the cameras. The single pro on 
the show, emcee Joe Bolton. 


seemed out of his milieu because 
of some corny ad libbing 

Finale consisted of two num- 
bers by a chorus of hospital nurses. 
As entertainment the program was 
weak, but judged as a public serv- 
ice special event ii had interesting 
spots. 





Freq Waring’s musical displavs, 
always distinguished by careful 
staging and good taste. produced 
another full-hour of relaxed en- 
tertainment on the Sunday (23) dis- 
play. This session he delivered 
a well-produced bit on Halloween 
which had both eerie and spright- 
ly sequences which built up to a 
strong climax with the dance dis- 
play by Nadine Gae and Peter 
Hamilton. 

Aside from this seasonal tribute. 
Waring delved a bit more deeply 
into the classical realm Jane 
Wilson did “Filles de Cadiz.” Stu- 
art Churchill gave a sensitive ren- 
dition of “When I Have Sung My 
Song,” and a good production num- 
ber was built around a pair of 
spinning songs by Faure and Men- 
delssohn. These bits not only pro- 
vided an excellent change of pace, 
but Waring’s production widened 
their appreciation beyond the red- 
seal set. 


| Ed Sullivan seems to be en- 
|larging his personal scope on 
“Toast of the Town” in stepping 
out of his role as straight confer- 
encier for major participation in 
bits with other performers. This 
semester, he took a straight dra- 
matic assignment in doing a scene 
with Peggy Ann Garner from “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” The 
N. Y. Daily News columnist will 


(Continued on page 52) 

















Available! 


Rhymaline Time, featuring 
emcee David Andrews, pian- 
ist Harry Jenks and KMBC- 
| KERM’s celebrated Tune 
|| Chasers, is one of the Heart 
| of America’s favorite morn- 
ing broadcasts. Heard each 
_| weekday morning from 7:30 
|| to 8:15, Rhymaline Time isa 








musical-comedy program 
that pulls’ more mail chao 
any other current “Team 
feature. 

Satisfied sponsors have 
included, among others, Katz 
Drug Company, Land-Sharp 
Motors, Jones Store, and 
Continental Pharmaceutical 
Corp. 


Contact us, or any Free & 
Peters “Colonel” for availa- 
bilities! 
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TELEVISION 51 








Tele Chatter 











New York 


Richard D. Kissinger, former 
production manager of TV Films, 
Inc., and onetime musical super- 
visor for NBC’s “Chesterfield Sup- 
per Club,” opened his own pack- 
age agency to produce films and 
recordings of commercial spots and 
programs for radio and tele... 
Don Luftig has scripted the sec- 
ond “City at Midnight” show for 
WNBT, to be aired next Tuesday 
(1), and will use the Three Deuces 
nitery and 52d street as its locale 
; Pilot Radio, one of TV's pi- 
oneers, has boosted its video set 
production 60°, occasioned by 


heavy sales of its new 12!%-inch 
model ... New TV package based 
on the exploits of John Scarne, 


who shows up crooked gamblers 
is being peddied around the net- 
works and agencies via an audition 
script penned by John Harvey 
_, . CBS-TV scheduled to carry the 
Navy-Notre Dame game from 
Baltimore, Saturday (29). spon- 
sored by Amoco. Red Barber wil! 
do the play-by-play Leonard 
Hole, recently resigned as DuMont 
operations chief, vacationing in 
the Caribbean before returning to 
N. Y. video .. . Ted Steele pacted 
by Music Corp. of America, which 
plans to build a new TV _ show 
around him. It's to be in addition 
to Steele’s current eight shows a 
week on CBS-TV ... Larry Storch 
signed as lead in a 30-minute video 
situation comedy series, packaged 
by Gene Seagle, veepee of Nasht 
Productions, Titled “Larry Storch, 
Boy Husband,” the series will be 
produced by Seagie and scripted 


by Bed Wald and Jack Raymond. 
William Morris office is handling 
the sale . . . Darla Hood and the 
Enchanters, vocal quintet, left the 
cast of Ken Murray’s “Blackouts” 
at the completion of its N. Y. run 
to sign with Paul Whiteman for a 
featured spot on the latter's TV 
show, which bows over ABC Nov. 
6... Charles Henderson and his 
wife, Mitzi Mayfair, have renewed 
for their third 13-week period to 
produce, stage and direct ABC. 
TV's “Stop the Music” for the 
Louis G. Cowan office, effective 
Nov. 4. 

Fall roster of packages being 
peddled by Video Drama Produc- 
tions: ““Moods in Tempo.” series of 
original dramas integrating cur- 
rent and standard pops; “Musi 
Camera,’ pantomine and dance in- 
terpretations of semi-classical pro- 
gram favorites; “Ballet Story 
Time,” original .fairy tales exe- 
cuted to music; “Concentrate on 
You!,” self-improvement within a 
dramatic framework, and two sit- 
uation comedies, “Here Comes 
Teena,” and “Bella’s Boarding 
House.” 

Peggy Gannon and Alex Court- 
ney promoted from associate di- 
rectors to full directors for the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX . 
William Rose, fashion ed of “Ap- 
parel Arts” mag. was a last-minute 
substitution for Collier's Bert 
Bachrach on DuMont’s “And 
Evervthing Nice” show Oct. 17 
Joe Cavalier now directing Perry 


Como’s Sunday night “Supper 
Club” for NBC-TV. 
Bob Quigley, “County § Fair 


writer, also handling script chores 
(Continued on page 53) 


Chi Auto Sponsor Stalls | 


For Three Weeks on New | 
Show Due to Lack of Cars 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

New twist in TV negotiations | 
was uncorked here by WENR-TV 
when a local sponsor, a Ford deal- 
er, stalled for three weeks on a 
new show because he couldn't get 
a guaranteed quota of 60 new cars 
a month once the program got roll- 
ing. 

Program auditioned was “Kiddie 


Parade.” a 30-minute kid talent 
show packaged by Tom O’Brien 
of American National Video. “Pa- 
rade.” screen for 39 weeks on 
WBKB, and cancelled out last May 
for the summer hiatus. 

The interested sponsor, Tauber 
on Broadway car sales, with a po- 
tential program nut that 15 cars 
sold per month would handle, 


lagged negotiations until he could 
get some sort of guarantee from 
Ford that he would get 60 new cars 
monthly to meet his expected 
sales demand 

Deal was finally completed when 
O’Brien, one of the younger video 
vets hereabouts, talked Tauber in- 
to settling for half the Ford allot- 
ment in a sales spiel that “practi- 
cally undersold TV impact.” Show 
screens Oct. 31. 


San Antonio — Appointment of 
Edward Petrv & Co. as national 
sales representatives for WOAI- 
TV. which will begin test pattern 
operations within several weeks, 
has been announced by Hugh A. L 
Galff, prez and general manager of 
WOATI and WOAI-TV. Commercial 
programming is expected to begin 
in December for WOAI-TV. 


Speidel-Fd Wynn Tieup Seen Cue To 
Moderate Bankroller's Place in TV 


Speidel Watchbands is trying to 
work out a format for the bank- 
roller with a moderate ad budget 
to click in video. In January, Spei- 
del will put its Ed Wynn show, 
now aired weekly on CBS-TV, on 
an alternate-week basis after it 
completes 13 broadcasts 

By sacrificing frequency, Speidel 
feels, it can deliver a better pro- 
gram, maintain public interest and 
prolong the life and appeal of its 
star, at the same time staying with- 
in its ad budget According to 
Dave Lyon. veepee of Cecil & Pres- 
brev, “with rising time 
talent and other factors, the ad 
vertiser with a modest budget has 
only two alternatives to every- 
other-week programs He can go 


costs ofl 


on a ‘cheap’ network. where he 
won't get circulation Or he can 
back a low-grade show Neither 


of these couryes will help TV ad- 
vance.’ 

Speidel was able to get Wynn, 
Lyon says. because, unlike some 
better-heeled outfits. it was willing 
to gamble on the show's potentiali 
ties without seeing a script or au- 
dition and to make the experiment 
of screening a Coast kine in the 
east and midwest Package 
$15.000. which, with time fees 
brings the weekly nick to $21.000 
Sponsor feels it has a good buy 
however, because of the favorable 
critical reaction and the fact that 


costs 


the high-priced opposition ‘ABC- 
TV's “Crusade in Europe” and 
NRC-TV's Olsen & Johnson) have 


been cancelled and DuMont's 
Morey Amsterdam show is being 
moved. 


Speidel’s experience in AM is a 
strong testimonial to standard 
broadcasting’s effectiveness. Be- 
fore May, "48, the company hadn't 
ever been in network radio. It's 
first venture was a segment of 
ABC's “Stop the Music,” which 
“landed us in the ‘Top 15’ with our 
first AM nickel.” The response 
was terrific, Lyon adds, and, al- 
though Speidel had won the right 
for an eight-week hiatus after its 
first cycle, it was cut short after 
two weeks off the ai! 

“Stop the Music” 
tant a sales force, the agency exec 
said, that it has practically revolu- 
tionized the jewelry merchandising 
picture Previously, jewelry did 
slow business eight months of the 
year and existed on the high-priced 
gift and personal items market 
Now the watchband radio hypo has 
breught heavy traffic for a medium- 
priced product on a year-round 
basis. and many stores report that 
Speidel sales account for 10° of 
their total volume. Effect has also 
been to make the country more 
product-conscious, as well as 
brand-conscious. 


was so impor- 


Detroit—WXYZ-TV will telecast 
the Detroit Opera Society's special 
presentation of Kurt Weil's mod- 
ern American folk opera, “Down 
in the Valley” Nov. 5. Four cam- 
eras will be used during produc- 
tion which includes a cast of 65 























Not in ten years have advertisers examined media costs so carefully. 
And of all media, spot radio welcomes the cost-conscious advertiser 
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readily admit that he’s no thesper, 
but he did give a creditable read- 
ing of his lines and managed to 
gei the sense of the scene across 
He also collected a good crop of 
talent. Harvey Stone provided the 
cornerstone of the show. Of more 
interest than usual, because of the 


tele debut of his renovated schno7z 
he knocked off his GI remint- 
niscenses with the authority that 
generally bowls over all types of 
audiences 

4ico of more than passing in 
terest was the single song ' 
Fritzi ..n@i Os aaa "iad wet 
Victo Herbert's “Miie Mo 
a rol with which she's been 
identified fer more than 40 yvea 
Miss Sscheff's Kiss Me Aga 
holds up remarkably well afte: a 


vears. She also impresses as 
charm and vitality 

Tommy Wonder did well with 
his terping and Margaret Phelan 
nicely with her singing 
Gther comedy interest was by 
Joshua Shelley whose satire of 
Schrafft'’s was laugh productive 
The production accoutrements 
»sround the commercials give great 
er impact to the sales spiels 


these 


a lady of 


hit ii 


collected the ma 
pro tennis players 
Jack Kramer. Pan 
cho Gonzalez, Pancho Segura and 
Jack Parker. two of whom gave a 
sampling of their rackef skill! ith 
a five point table-tennis match 
The major interest here was thei: 
appearance 


Sullivan also 
jor galaxy of 
tobby Riggs, 


“Phileo Television Playhouse” 
slipped slightly backwards Sunday 


night (23) with the presentation of 
“Because of the Lockwoods" via 
NBC-TV Despite the fine thesp 
ing of Bramwell Fletcher and Mar- 
jorie Gateson in the leads and a 
good cast of supporting plavers 
the show could not overcome the 
static triteness of the story. which 
was adapted from a British best- 


seller penned by Dorothy Whipple 
There was too much talk and not 
enough action and the play failed 
to generate enough interest to 
leave any impact. 

Adaptation had June Dayton. as 
the chief protagonist, bridging the 
tale with her narration—an old 
radio trick which failed to pay off 
on video. Technique required he: 
to step in and out of character too 


Tele Follow-Ups 


Continued from page 50 











M-G-M— 
“On an Island with You” 


THE CAME! sHOW 
very Friday Nite, 0:30 E.s.7.. Ni 
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often, resulting mainly in slowing 
the pace to a walk. She, along 
with Fletcher and Miss Gateson, 
made their roles believable as pos- 
sible under the circumstances and 
were given neat assists by Ethel 


Remey. Dick Mullin, Alan Man- 
son, Thomas Rogers and Heni 
Stenge!. Gordon Duff's direction 


and Fred Coe'’s production were 
adequate 


CBS-TV's “Studio One” produce: 
Worthington Miner came up with 
most ambitious production 


PN BR = NLD per mre nas tp eee S 
fase yuae « J thie 


jay night (24) with the staging 
of an unproduced play by Maurice 


Valence: titled “Battleship Bis- 
marck Story of the Nazi king 
sized battlewagon which lorded 


the Atlantic during the early stages 
of World War Il, the play pre 
sented with tremendous impact the 
ship's sinking of the British Hood 
and Prince of Wales and then the 
downfall of the Bismarck at the 
hands of the combined Allied ai 


und sea forces in that theatre ol 
operations 
Show, which relied on intricate 


special effects and integrated fil: 

the battle scenes, was e» 
in almost every respect. I! 
probably would have emerged bet 
ter on film, but a film of that scope 
would have cost over $1,000,000 at 
the least—and Miner brought in 
his TV show for less than $15,000 
Special. effects, conceived and built 
by CBS-TV’s John DeMott. were 
overdone in spots but never enough 
to militate against the show 

Story in_itself was a fine exposi- 
tion of the bickerings between the 
ship's captain, a German officer of 
the old school, and his command- 
ing admiral, a “party’’ man imbued 
with the Hitler myth whose bum 
bling stupidity led eventually to 
the Bismarck’s destruction. Inter- 
woven was a dramatically emo- 
tional story line of the chief gun- 
ney officer, persecuted by the ad- 
miral because his mother was Jew- 
ish Dialog never became trite 
lending. in fact, additional impact 
to the action scenes. 


clips for 
cellent 


Cast, working under the dire 
tion of Miner and director Paul 
Nickell, was uniformly good. Paul 


Lukas turned in a masterful job as 
the captain and Vaughn Taylor 
brovght forth all the Nazi pighead 
edness as the admiral. Chariton 
Heston, a “Studio One” find, was 
terrif as the gunnery officer, par- 
ticularly in a powerfully poignani 
second act curtain-raiser. Stefan 
Schnabel topped a cast of more 
than 40 supporting players in a 
fine portrayal of a Gestapo-type 
officer 

Use of CBS newscaster Larry Le- 
Sueur to open and close the show 
with a simulated broadcast about 
the Bismarck action added to the 
authenticity Don Gilman's set- 
tings faithtully reproduced the bat- 
tleship’s interior, bridge, gunnery 
room, etc. 





CBS-TV's “This Is Show Busi- 
ness.” judged on its entertainment 
merits alone, emerged as gvod 
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. “ i9 ~~ mantis 
Die CER Seto nie tn Ra eee OWES 


vaudeo Sunday night (23). Singer 


Louise Martell, comic Sam Leven- 
son and terper Harold Lang 
couldn't come up with any prob- 


lems that sounded like more than) 


an angle to get them on the pro- 
gram, but they impressed solidly 
with their various routines. Panel 
of so-called experts, again compris- 
ing Clifton Fadiman as moderator, 
George S. Kaufman and Abe Bur- 
rows, with Leueen MacGrath (Mrs. 
Kaufman, as guest), had just as lit- 
tle to offer in their solutions as 
the problems, but added to the 
general fun with their ad lib ad- 
vice 

Levenson, a folksy comedian spe- 
cializing in native Yidaish humor 
and who also writes a column for 
the N. Y. Daily Compass, was socko 
with his monolog on the difference 


~~ hhatuermoae hie has 





RCA’s Color 


leas 4Continued from page 44 


‘ean see it alongside the CTI tests 
‘skedded there late next month. 
The web asked for opportunity for 
oral argument if the Commission 
does not promptly deny the RCA 
petition. 
Wants Compatible System 

David B. Smith, Phileo researc 
v.p.. urged the Commission today 
to insist on a compatible system to 
protect public investment in re- 
ceivers He opposed the CBS 
process on grounds it would re- 
quire double standards for black- 
and-white and color. He suggested 





hood and today. His problem— 
whether his material was “sophis- 
ticated”’ enough for his next book- 


ing. a Miami nitery. Miss Martell 

as worried about her heftiness 
militating against her with booking 
agents but pleased with her rendi- 
tion of “Grandfather's Clock,” and 
Lang. now featured on Broadway 
in “Kiss Me, Kate,” argued that his 
performer's life left him too little 
spare time. Is that a problem? 

Sunday night’s show was carried 
as a sustainer under Crosley’s pact 
to bankroll the stanza on alternate 
until Dec. 4, when it takes 
over on a once-weekly basis. 


we eks 


Perry Como’s second 30-minute 
Chesterfield show on ,. NBC-TV 
Sunday (23) at 8 p.m. was a very 


much improved production job 
over the _ initia! performance. 
Thougk there could be much. more 


attention applied to comparatively 
minor details, which combined 
really make or break a_ show, 
Como's gang tightened this week’s 
performance considerably in rela- 
tion to the overlong routines that 
characterized the first. It still lags 


in the middle, however, and the 
choice of “Rhapsody In Blue,” by 
guest pianist Jesus Maria San 
Roma, did not help. Tune -has 


been done too often and was not 
enough to pick up the spot. Other 
than that. Como and the Fontaine 


Sisters kept things going nicely 
on the strength of their vocals 
alone, including a comedy bit to 


the tune of “I Like To Work In a 
Travel Bureau.” This, however, 
wound up in a slapstick pie-in- 
the-face bit that was startling be- 
cause it was so unexpected of 
Como 

Martin Block was a little better 
in his commercial pitching for 
Chesterfield, helped by the addi- 
tion of filmed plugs. His extreme 
nervousness of the original airing 
was burlesqued at the outset, when 
a half-dozen hands held his from 
shaking. 


Indie producer Martin Gosch. 
with most legit producers having 
nixed TV pickups of their shows 
for “Tonight on Broadway,” was 
forced to take his cameras into a 
New York nitery, the Latin Quar- 
ter, Sunday night (23) for the 
CBS-TV show. But the move onl 
brought him more trouble. L 
boniface Lou Walters refused to 
permit his regular feature acts to 
perform on TV, on the assumption 
that televiewers shouldn't get for 
free what his patrons pay for. In 
addition. Gosch encountered the 
same difficulty that has hampered 
his pickup of legit plays directly 
trom their theatres—how to get a 
big production number to look well 


on an average-sized video screen. | 


In this instance, it was the open- 
ing and ciosing routines with the 
full nitery chorus and ensemble. 
both of which probably look well 
in the club but should have been 
restaged for the TV show. 
Program otherwise captured lit- 
tle of the LQ flavor or “glamor.” 
Forced to go outside the nitery 
for acts, Gosech brought in the 
Cross & Dunn comedy team. They 
overstayed. Singer Ernestine Mer- 
cer. from the LQ east. scanned 
well in a sexy rendition of “Stormy 
Weather” and the Kirby Stone 
Quintet were okay with their usual 
zany singing routines. N VY. Poet 
columnist Ear] Wilson, subbing for 


Join Mason Brown as narrator. 
handled his chores capably but 
suffered from the usual inability 


'o catch his cues from the pro- 
ducer. A monitor at the narrator's 
side might solve this problem, if 
it could be rigged in the program's 
various originating sites. 





Des Moines—An application is 
being filed with the Illinois secre- 
tary of state for a charter for L 
W. Andrews, Inc., being organized 
to build apd operate a series of 
radio stations in the midwest, ac- 
cording to announcement by L. W. 
Andrews. Davenport. Licenses al- 
ready granted by the FCC for ra- 


dio stations WTIM, Taylorville. 
It! KRAO. Red Oak, Ia. and 
KFMA. Davenport, are to be as- 


signed to the Andrews corporation, 
he said) The application for the 
lilinois charter asks permission to 
issue $200,900 in capital stock. 


thet the egeney renuest the indus- 
en eS TRS ORR HORS Ree BO ote ee _  RRIRAN Bremen me * 
trv to organize a technical group 


to develop and field-test a set of 
standards meeting compatibility re- 
quirements, and that the freeze on 


VHF allocations be immediately 
ended 
This morning Frank McIntosh, 


consultant for Color Tele, told the 
Commission the RCA system is “a 
marvel of both ingenuity and com- 
plexity.” In fact, he said, it is so 
complex that even “under the care- 
ful supervision of a score of RCA’s 
ablest engineers it was unable to 
produce a picture which even ap- 
proached broadcast quality. 


On the other hand, McIntosh 
found the CBS color over-simpli- 
fied Its principal disadvantages 
are the rotating disk and its re- 
quirement of different. standards 
for color (405 lines) and mono- 
chrome (525 lines He eaid the 


CTI system provides a reasonable 
eompromise between the _ slow 
switching rate of CBS color and 
the rapid rate of RCA's. 


KECA MOVES FAST 
IN FIRST 30 DAYS 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

KECA-TV has upped its operat- 
ing schedule by six and a half hours 
in the first 30 days of operation. 
Outlet has added two feature films 
weekly, one hour of local commer- 
cial programming and two and a 
half hours of kinescope. 

KECA kicked off on Sept. 16 


with 17 hours of programming 
weekly. Outlet is now up to 23 
and a half hours for a five-day 


schedule Felix DeCole, Totten 


Teaches Taps and Charlie Ruggles* 


shows have been added to list of 
commercial programs. Boris Karl- 
off, “‘Photo-Crime,” “Author Meets 
the Critics” and roller derby have 
| been added to the kinescope list. 
| Two additional feature films round 
out the six and a half hours of new 
programming. 

| KECA-TV is block programming 
‘its Thursday nights with mystery 
| programs. Block programming, 
common to radio, is new to local 
television. Station is moving Ash- 
mead Scott's “Your Witness” into 
the Thursday lineup along with the 
| Karloff show and “Photo-Crime.” 
“Mr. Black.” a Chicago show, will 
be brought in to round out the 
hour mystery block. 





WAGA’s AM-TV Exclusive , 


On Atlanta Crackers 


Atlanta, Oct. 25. 

WAGA,. owned and operated by 
Liberty Broadcasting Corp. and 
Columbia outlet here, has secured 
exclusive television and radio 
broadcasting rights to games play- 
ed by Atlanta Crackers, this city’s 
entry in the Southern Baseball 
Assn. Announcement of deal was 
made by James Bailey, managing 
director of WAGA, Saturday (22). 

Exclusive five-year contract, 
signed with Earl Mann, president- 
ovner of the Atlanta Baseball 
Club, covers all broadcast and tee- 
vee rights, including FM, AM and 
video. Baseball club, formerly own- 
ed by Atlanta Coca-Cola Co.. was 
acquired by Mann and associates 
shortly before end of 1949 playing 
season. It is considered one of the 
most valuable minor league prop- 
erties in the country. 

Prior to signing of contract be- 
tween. WAGA and new owners. 
WBGE. independent owned and 
operated by General Broadcasting 
Co., aired all Cracker games, and 
WSB-TV, owned and operated by 
Ailanta Journal, did the videocasts. 
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Daytime Video Seen As 
Profitable Eventually 
As Evening Programs 


Contrary to general opinion in 
the trade, sponsors will ultimately 
find daytime video as effective, if 
not more effective than evening 





p | hours, according to Wilbur Stark 


and Jerry Layton. The indie pack. 
agers made that prediction this 
week after concluding two years in 
TV during which they produced 
790 network and local telecasts for 
“Kathi Norris’ Television Shop- 
per,”” “Russ Hodges’ Scoreboard.” 
“Rahlee Fanfare with Stan 14 
max,” “Jack Eigen Show.” “Spin 
the Picture.” “Teen Canteen” and 
five dramatic showcasings on ‘“'Pro- 
gram Playhouse 

Although davtime audiences 
smaller, Stark believes 
home alone respond 
to performers they 





are 
women at 
more readily 
meet on their 


screens than family groups do to 
evening shows “A radio stanza 
requires at least a year to create 
an intimate contact between talent 
and audience,” Stark said. “while 
this bond can be established on 
tele within a month And the re- 
sult is an unusually good reaction 
to sales pitches 

In all the format tvpes includ. 
ing dramatic. sports, musical, give- 
away and interview thev've had 
experience with, Stark and Layton 
find. the kev to video success is a 


psychological closeup as well as 
the camera Performers, 
whether actors, singers, dancers or 
emcees, must act as though they're 
two or three feet from the 
audience Action and speech 
which are informal create the best 
feeling of while loud, 
fiambovant productions lose the 
sense of intimacy, the producers 
claim. . 

“The nature of the viewing lo- 
cale. the living room. precludes the 
sophistication and glamor expect- 
ed in the theatre Stark said 
“Thegtregoers are dressed up and 
expect make-believe and large- 
scale productions But sitting at 
home sans necktie and wearing in- 
formal clothes. or relaxing with 
friends. calls for entertainment 
that is down-to-earth, recognizable 
and believable 


closeup 


closeness 
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“Celebrity Time”. . 
kM roe to make 
oe on 
1 the rt, 
Corey has re in 
voc 
WPIX show... DuMont’s Morey || 
rdam honored by the Dis-' 
abled American Veterans for his 
gervices on their behalf. 


Nov. 13.. 





Chicago 
WNBQ manager Jules Herbu- 
veaux, news chief Bill Ray and 
fack head Jack Ryan triple host- 





ing the Chi Heaanhé CTs ai sca- 
tion Oct. 28 . WBKB added new 
staffers in Ben Drake, Don Norton, 
Marena Skibe and Bill Hutchings 

Temptones plus _ vocalist 


Nancy Wright screening new 


Tele Chatter 


Continued from page 51 


. Vaughn ; join the cast of 
his first TV ap- | Stars,” 
Ed Sullivan's “Toast “Stranger 


WGN-TV series with teeoff Oct. 26 | 


Coast promoter Scrappy Lam- 
bert in town peddling a 30-minute 
Robert Young series ... George 
Harvey has completed ‘shift of 
WGN-TV sales offices to Trib 
Tower from Daily News bldg .. . 
Tom Duggan to emcee new WNBQ 
sports strip featuring grid films. 
Johnny Erp scripts and Reinald 
Werrenrath, Jr., directs Ed 
Roberts replacing Rush Hughes as 
emcee on Herb Laufman’s “Wom- 
en’s Magazine of the Air’... 
Korny Klown’s quartet debut on 
WGN-TV this week with 15-minute 


weekly musical fos Homer Bros. 
Furniture through Robert Kahn 
agency ... John Brookman aimed 


assistant biz manager at NBC. 


Hollywood 

“Eddie Stanley” show, beamed 
by KNBH, has been cancelled by 
Budget-Pac. Food firm has turned 
to Dusty Walker for a 15-minute 
segment once weekly ... Special 
Purpose Films is rolling 10 video 
commercials at Fox Movietone. 
Blurbs are for Sacony Suits . 
Bob Oakley has been set to take 
over as production chief of Mini- 
Films filling Sol Dolgin’s spot .. . 
Louis Weiss & Co. wiil make a 
series of 12 and one-half-minute 
video films for scheduling, across 
the board, by tele stations .. . Roy 
Brewer, -International rep of the 
IATSE in Hollywood, will discuss 
labor’s point of view on television 
at the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences second annual con- 
ference Nov. 1 .. . Fitzel and Lee 


“Let There Be’! 
KECA-TV.. 
film | 
Bryn series, has been sold to Challenge | 
laced Toni Arden as | Cream and Butter Assn. by KTS 
on Art Ford’s Series will be aired once weekly 


over 
Than Fiction,” 





| 


COOLEY CO-PRODUCING 
‘WESTERN HAYRIDE’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Spade Cooley and Bob Nunes 
| will co-produce “Western Hayride” 
which will star Spade Cooley. Film 
will be released through Lippert 
Productions. Story will spin 
| around Cooley’s KTLA television 


in a 15-minute slot for 13 wean | | program. 


- KECA-TV" s “Down 


Home| 


Some of the sequences will be) 





Canada Set to Go Ahead on Video, 
With $4,500,000 Grant from Govt. 


Toronto, Oct. 25. 
With an immediately forthcom- 


| ing $4,500,000 grant from the fed- 


with the “Squeakin’ Deacon” will | ' room during an actual telecast. Pic | 
be sponsored by California Furni-| Will give a free ride to Cooley's | 


ture and Appliance Co., 


Nov. 5... Pasadena 
will present “Happy Hangs 
Hat” over KTTV Friday (28). 


Coleman, Tommy Hatten, Samuel 


8 8. 


“Rr Ter. bebe Stake - aber, ose 


eee) =the eee) ele 


Smith, Miles Middough and Cliff 
Hale comprise the _ cast. 
Fransworth dirécts. 


London 


J. B. Priestley’s “Summer Day’s 
Dream,” which folded in the West 
End only after five weeks, is being 
telecast on video next Sunday (30) 
and the following Thursday with 
its original cast .. . Two amateur 
boxing tournaments are 
aired Oct. 28 and Nov. 2, and 
another sporting fixture includes 


| shooting starts Nov. 


being 


a football game next Saturday... | 


Chester Wilmot, BBC war cor- 
respondent, and Donald McLach- 
lan, assistant editor of the Econo- 
mist, will be stars of the next air- 
ing of “Foreign Correspondent,” 
which will be dealing with Western 
Germany George Bernard 
Shaw’s frst play, “Widowers’ 


Houses,” originally called * ‘Tainted 
Gold,” will be telecast Nov. 6 and 
will star Frances Rowe, who has 
been touring America in “Man & 
Superman” First of a series 
of mental health films will be 
introduced next Tuesday by Dr. 


Alfred Torri. They were made by 
the National Film Board of Canada 
and scripted by a team of psychol- 
ogists ... United Nations Day was 
commemorated on video Monday 
(24) by a special film recording 
by Mrs. Alva Myrdal for women 
viewers in Britain .. . Jack Hulbert 
will play the lead in Edgar Wal- 
lace’s “The Squeaker,” which will 
be seen next Tuesday. 








Atlanta—Tom Privette. who has 
been working out of the Fred W. 
Ziv office here, has been appointed 
southeastern’ division manager. 


-4 


starting sponsor, Chevrolet, in showing the 
Playhouse telecast 
His carried in the film. 
Jean berg will act 


as will be 
Klaus Lands- 


as technical adviser 


commercials 


“Hay ride” 


on which will make free 

ta oa & ha chiar cies oseG ieee Tas. 
‘Ginee Jackson will handle 
Julia femme love interest. Dick Lane 


has also been set for chore. Actual 
14 at Nassour 


studios. 


‘How Soon Can We Get 
This Into Med Schools?” Is 
Medic Slant to Chi Show 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Medics’ reaction to the CBS color 
TV demonstration here was one of 
awe, but not so much that they 
weren't excited about TV's possi- 
bilities for classroom and clinical 





work. 
Overflow crowds of sawbones, 
here for the American College of 


Surgeons Congress, jammed the 
viewing room at the Stevens hotel, 
while doctors operated a mile away 
at St. Luke’s hospital. Operations, 
25 different types, varied from 
gynecology to plastic surgery. 

“It’s great,”’ was the unanimous 
opinion as they filed out between 
operations. General consensus was 
that while black and white TV was 
helptul only for skilled, graduate 
surgeons who knew the human in- 


terior intimately, color television 
was definitely a superior training 
aid to ordinary clinical work be- 


cause the parts operated on were 
readily told apart. 

Comment of one vet_syygeon who 
was seeing color TV tor the first 
time: “Every seat was 
You could see exactly what was so 
ing on. But how soon can we get 


Expansion of the division is being this equipme nt into the medical 


planned. 


schools?’ 


perfect. 


|A. Davidson Dunton, 


| Broadcasting Corp., 


~ pee 
© eG aeeer 


other in Montreal, Canada is now 


‘set to go ahead on television. But 
the state-operated system will ex- 
press Canadian ideals, use Cana- 
dian talent and not be swamped by 
American or United Kingdom pro- 
grams on Canada's allocated ev 

SSastiCad: ~~ 2LWEpeUweSs tee DRL. BES 
tions in ‘Caneée will also have to 
fall in line with that program. 

In the first forthright, definitive 
statement on the outlook of TV in 
Canada, this was the message of 
chairman, 
Canadian 
to the Cana- 
dian Assn. of Advertisers, which 
comprises 156 top sponsors whose 
budget for 1949 is $45,000,000. 

(In addition to the $4,500,000 
grant, the Canadian government 
will also provide the CBC with a 
further $1,293,375 for extra pur- 
chases of “reserves of material” as 
the nucleus of a CBC setup in the 
TV field similar to the present 
State-operated radio network sys- 
tem.) 

The cautionary plan of the CBC 
—labelled 
would-be independents anxious to 
gamble their millions but unable to 
secure TV licenses—has seen the 
CBC 


ates 


board of governors, 


“delayed action” by 


technicians attentively 
and reporting on TV developments 
in the U. S., Britain and Europe. 
The main obstacles to TV in Can- 
ada have been that 13,000,000 peo- 
with speaking 
French, are mainly concentrated 
in a narrow belt some 
long but only some 200 miles wide, 
and this narrow population concen- 
tration is contiguous to the U. S., 
Dunton pointed out. While the 
natural channels of communication 
for the North American continent 
run north and south, those for Can- 
ada run east and west in a narrow 


ple, one-third 


|Toronto and Montreal, 


holding off in recent months | 
but still having corps of Canadian | 
observing | 


3,000 miles | 


band. (“Communication at any 


| part on the belt is easier with 


‘nearby parts of the United States 


‘than with other parts of Canada.) 
| eral government for the setting up | 
'of a TV station in Toronto and an- | 


On a share basis with would-be 
_independents, the CBC will estab- 
lish TV production centres in 
with asso- 
ciated transmitters. Licenses will 
then be granted to private’’-owned 
stations in different Canadian areas 
—ine luding one in Toronto and one 
ar nroncrear—as- the nucleus of a 
2 aan trans-Canada TV sys- 
tem. Because of the high cost of 
television operations, the federal- 
operated CBC suggests that in- 
dividual private stations—or groups 
interested in any area—join in ap- 
plying for a group license and pool 
their resources. 

So far, no would-be independents 
in Toronto or Montreal are pre- 
pared to fall in with the CBC plan 
of “pooled resources,” but that lack 
of decision is up to them, says 
Dunton. TV operation in Canada 
will be a deficit for some time, as 
in other countries, on program 
service and transmission. “The 
buildup period in Canada will be a 
hard financial strain for any TV 
operation, whether public or com- 
mercial—or a combination of the 
two.” 


BERNHARDT DIRECTS 
LAST 4 FOR P&G 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Jack Bernhardt has been inked 
by Pyramid Productions to produce 
and direct the last four telepix in 
the current 26-week series of 
“Strange Adventure” films sold 
through General Televison Enter- 
prises to Procter & Gamble. Three 





of the pix Bernhardt is handling 
will make use of his original 
stories. 


Pyramid has completed 11 films. 
These first 11 were produced and 
directed by Frank Wisbar. John 
Reinhardt has been set to roll six 
pix, Joseph Santly five, and Bern- 
hardt, the final four. 
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to cover the country... 


talk to Du Mont. 99% of the television receivers in the country 


*@eeeeraeetaeer enna eeen eee 


con receive your program over the Du Mont Television Network, 


either live or by teletranscription. 


a » £7 Bite 


ol) OUMONT ~~ Americo’s Window on the World. 


$15 Madison pa ‘New York 2 N.Y. 


o COPYRIGHT 1940, ALLEN 8, BU MONT LASORATORIES. Ime. 


Du Mont programs 
shown live on 


= 





— 


Programs shown on these 
stations by Du Mont 


these stations teletranscription 

, cicctewnns Baltimore, Md. KOB-TV. Albuquerque, N. M. 
WNAC-TV........ Boston, Mass. WAGA.... . Atlante, Ge. 
WBEN-TV .. Buffalo, N. Y. WBRC-TV...... Birmingham, Ala. 
WGN-TV. ........ Chicago, lil. Ges sccocesi Charlotte, N. C. 
wCcPo-TV...... Cincinnati, Ohio ee Dallas, Tex. 
Cleveland, Ohio WEMY-TV Greensboro, N. C. 
Columbus, Ohio KLEE-TV Houston, Tex. 
ee Doyton, Ohio WSAZ-TV. Huntington, West Va. 
a Detroit, Mich. WFBM-TV... . . . Indianapolis, Ind. 
Gi: &. . » die baad . Erie, Po. wMBR-TV. .... Jacksonville, Flo. 
WLAV-TY.. Grond Rapids, Mich. OUR. . kc oo FH Los Angeles, Col. 
WJAC-TV . Johnstown, Pa. WAVE-TYV........ Louisville, Ky. 
a Lancaster, Po. GE cite 0 0 0 vs Memphis, Tenn. 
WTMJ-TV Milwaukee, Wis. + 00 +eeenena _ Miami, Flo. 
WNHC-TV.... New Haven, Conn. WDSU-TV New Orleans, Lo. 
WABD*...... New York, N. Y. WKY-TV Okichome City, Okle. 
WRL-TV...... Philadelphia, Pa, KMTV . Ocha, Nebr. 
GP cccccess Pittsburgh, Po. KSL-TV Salt Lake City, Utah 
a Richmond, Va. PR... cates Son Francisco, Col. 
WHAM-TV Rochester, N. Y. WTCN-TV .. St. Poul, Minn. - 
waes...... Schenectady, N. Y. KING-TV.. ..... Seattle, Wash. 
GREY cccccccces St. Lovis, Mo. *De Ment owned end operated 
WHEN. .... .- . Syracuse, N. Y. stations. 

WSPD-TV.... . Toledo, Ohio 

Ge iv o0ses Washington, D. C. 

WDEL-TV... ... . Wilmington, Del. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 








Payola Situation (Here It Goes Again) 
Endangers Their Jobs, Pluggers Cry 


Payola_ situation 
business, which for years has been 
an off-and-on-again target of con- 
tactmen and publishers alike, will 
be the primary subject of a meet- 
ing of the Music Publishers Con- 
tact Employees council at the Capi- 
tol hotel New York, tomorrow 
(Thurs.! night. MPCE toppers will 
point out that the continuing rise 
in the practice of paying for plugs 
is endangering ine jobs of contact- 
men, and specific recommendations 
for action will be advanced 

Months back, when the MPCF 
was negotiating with the Musi 
Publishers Protective Assn. for a 
new contract between publishers 
and staff employees, the MPCE 
tried to put new teeth into exist- 
ing rules against paying Idea 
called for the elimination from 
nightly logging sheets of all pro- 


grams broadcast by offending 
artists. In this way, the airtime of 
those demanding payment for 


plugs would not be a factor in com- 
piling weekly performance charts, 
therefore nullifying their demands 

Publishers defeated the plan for 
two reasons. Firstly, it was 
thought that by barring certain 
artists from being included in 
plugtote sheets they would be open 
to conspiracy suits and (2) pubs 
did not want the MPCE to have the 
power to say which artists should 
be ignored in performance charts. 

The stand the MPCE’s new ef- 
forts against payolas will take is 
undisclosed. 





RCA Nips Report © 


On Dropping 45 
In Favor of 33 


RCA-Victor top executives pri- 
vately blasted a certain private 
source for originating the report 
printed in Walter Winchell’s col- 
umn last week to the effect that 
Victor was going into the manufac- | 
turing of 33 rpm recordings. Vic- | 
tor didn't mind so much the state- 
ment about the LP possibility, but 
Winchell's line implied that BCA 
was dropping its own 45 rpm de- 
velopment in favor of the 33s, de- 
veloped by Columbia Records, 
CBS subsid. 

Victor men burned because, as 
soon as the WW item got around 
among its own distributors and 


dealers all over the country, they | 


were deluged with querying phone 
calls and wires. Many distribs, it’s 
claimed, began cancelling orders 
for Victor's Red Seal albums, ex- 
pensive items, on the theory that 
if RCA were going to turn to 33 
rpm LP disks for its classical ma- 
terial, they didn’t want to be 
caught in the switch with an over- 
lead of 45s or 78s. 

Because of the reaction by dis- 
tribs and dealers, RCA actually 
considered throwing a_ suit at 
Winchell for $1,000,000 for his 
statement. Whether the suit would 


have been a serious one or a pub-| 


licity stunt, the Victor men won't 
say, but it finally boiled down to a 


press statement refuting the item, | 


which pointed out “that people 
with an axe to grind” had originat- 
ed the false report. Winchell also 
published a_ retraction. 
“DD” admonition to his misin- 
formants. 

At any 
officially advised the National Re- 
tail Dr. Goods Assn., of which its 


dealers are members, that the WW | 


report was untrue, and that it will 
continue to make 45 rpm disks. 
Victor doesn’t say that it will 
never go into LP. 
ever, fully emphasize that if and 


in the music¢ 


with a) 


rate, Victor last week. 





Disk Jockey Review 


RAY DOREY SHOW 
1 hour: 7 p.m.; Mon thru Fri. 
Participating 
WHDH, Boston 

Folding of Tommy Dorsey plat- 
ter show this fall left indie WHDH 
with an important segment to fill, 
and from results attained in the 
last few weeks the choice of a re- 
placement appears to have been 
a happy one. Ray Dorey, a d. }. 
who has been appearing on an- 
other Hub station for some time 
with indifferent success, has taken 
over the slot and, aided by slick 
scripting and plenty of ballyhoo, 
the show is clicking neatly with 
dia!-twisters. 


Dorey, a former band vocalist. | 


has a Crosbyish voice and his 
same easy-going delivery, a point 
that scripter William Shea has 
built up in the between-platter 
gab, which incidentally is held to a 
minimum Show follows no se 
format, with Dorey sticking to 
standards and pops, with the 
stanza well balanced and easy to 
take. 

Dorey’s knowledge of bands and 
singers also adds a note of authori- 
ty to show without detracting from 
informality. Most of the live 
plugs are handled by staff an- 
nouncers, with Dorey concentrat- 
ing on the platter chatter. Elie. 


a 


DOROTHY KIRSTEN SET 
FOR RCA POP PACT 


Dorothy Kirsten, one of the 
mainstays of RCA-Victor’s Red 
Seal (classical) record division, 
was signed to a pop contract by 
the same company. Due to the 
singer’s work with Frank Sinatra 
on the Lucky Strike “Light Up 
Time” program (NBC, 7 p.m. Mon.- 
Fri.), which calls for her to per- 
form pop music, Victor felt a mar- 
ket had been developed for her in 
the lighter field as well as in Red 
Seal 

Idea called for a new contract 
since the guarantee and royalty 
payoff differs in the classical and 
pop divisions. First sides for the 


latter haven't as yet been made. (| over WITH and WAAM. 


VARIETY 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Oct. 15) 
London, Oct. 17. 


I Don't See Me......Connelly 
Forever and Ever...F. D. & H. 
Riders in the Sky.... Morris 
Buy Killarney.... P. Maurice 
ME, 504240400 Oe Oo 
Wedding Samba... Leeds 
Angelus Ringing... Southern 
Careless Hands Morris 
Confidentiaiiy .. New World 
Breaking Heart Chappell 
Leicester Square Rag’ Norris 


“A” You're Adorable Connelly 


Second 12 


Wedding Lilli Marlene B. & C. 
Echo Told Me Lie Sterling 
Tos-Whit -Too-Whos Prid 


Pare.’ ae Fee 
Our Lové Story Carolin 


It's Cold Outside Morris 
Shawl Galway Grey. . Connelly 
Windmill Song Keith 


Rose in Garden Weeds B. & C. 


Red Roses L. Wright 
Four Winds New World 
Am Wasting Time. L. Wright 
Last Mile Home Leeds 











OVER 4,000 KIDS TURN 
OUT FOR RCA PARTY 


Baltimore, Oct. 25. 

A three-deep line, extending 
around the corner from the en- 
trance to the Famous Ballroom 
here, stormed the spot Friday (21) 
for RCA-Victor’s “45 Party.” D. & 
H. Distributors, which handles Vic- 
tor records in the Baltimore area, 


Fred Walker's Music House, top 
retailer in the city, and Victor it- 
self bankrolled the shindig, which 
drew about 4,000 youngsters, in- 
side and out. on free tickets hand- 
ed out by five local disk jockeys. 
Ducats called for cuffo refresh- 
ments, too. 

RCA execs from New York and 
Camden, N. J., headquarters train- 
ed down for the affair, for which 
dance music was supplied solely 
by the company’s 45 rpm disks. 
They brought with them Victor's 
Tony Martin, Mindy Carson, plus 
Ralph Flanagan and Harry Prime, 
new Bluebird label bandleader and 
his vocalist. respectively. 

Performers put on an hour show 
for the kid-packed affair, after 
which all participated in broad- 
casts done from the bandstand 


Wednesday, October 26, 1949 














Frankie Laine “Mule Train”- 


| ote Me Back To Old Virginny” © 


(Mercury). Laine’s “Mule— Train” 

is one of the top recordings of 
|recent years. A disk so compelling 
|and exciting that it proves Laine 
‘to be one of the wax industry's 
standout vocal interpreters. The 
vocal picture he paints with this 
western melody literally sits a 
listener on the freight wagon box 
alongside him. Whether the song 
will sell sheet music is something 
else again. .Flipover is a good 
standard, but it might as well have 
been left on the shelf. Decca issued 
“Mule” by Buzz Butler. In itself 
it's okay, but compared to Laine’s 
it can be forgotten. 

Perry Como “Ave Maria”’-“Lord’s 
Prayer” (Victor). Como’s 12-inch 
cuts of the two church tunes will 
be spinning when disk jockeys are 
in glass cases. Made in a New 
York church, with the room tone 
captured accurately, Como and a 
36-voice choir, lightly supported 
by the church's pipe organ, worked 
spine-tingling sides. If there must 
be a choice of the two it’s the 
“Prayer” side. They'll be big jock 
items. 

Bing Crosby-Fred Waring Penn- 
sylvanians “Way Back Homey 
“Iowa Indian Song” (Decca). 
There’s unusual promotion being 
put behind “Home” by Decca. It’s 
a swell interpreiaiion ana has 
every chance to live up to Decca’s 
hopes. Crosby and the Pennsyl- 
vanians work it smartly and com- 
mercially at a ballad pace. There's 
a unique piece on the back that 
has a smart chance on its own. 
Based on a tom-tom beat, the tune 
sells. 

Harmonicats “Gallop of the 
Comedians”-"“At Dawn” (Mercury). 
Harmonicats have had very little 
to blow about since “Peg Of My 
Heart.” “Comedians” could give 
them a new start. Lively instru- 
mental which caught some atten- 
tion via Gene Krupa’s (Columbia) 
wisk during the summer, the 
mouth-organ gang cut it on a 
pattern that'll bring many jock 
performances and perhaps top rat- 
ing. Flipover is a ballad. It's 


nothing. 
Ezio Pinza “Give Me Your 
Hand”-‘“Bali H’ai’ (Columbia). 


Pinza’s “Hand,” cut because of his 
pop success with “Enchanted 








..XazmeTY 1) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines “*** °°: 22, 


1. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (8) (Robbins) 


2. I CAN DREAM CAN'T I (6) (Chappell) 
3. YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (11) (Algonquin) 
4 


ROOM FULL OF ROSES (14) (Hill & Range) ... 


eevee esees ee ee eeee 


‘eee eeeee 


{ Frankie Laine ........ Mercury 
***** ) Vaughn Monroe......... Victor 
Andrews Sisters........ Decca 


Vic Damone. seeee.- Mercury 


jSammy Kaye............Victor 
** | Dick Haymes.............Decca 


5. SOMEDAY (9) (Duchess) ................... seeeeeee neces fee ee: + + +2ccee. Victor 
| i ae cocece en 
| 6. I a SEE MAGGIE ALONE (2) (Bourne) ...... ‘ Kenny Roberts.......... Coral 
| 7. JEALOUS HEART (7) (Acuff-Rose) ............ eee . Al Morgan..... eneaened London 
|¢ 8 MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (9) (Zriangle) ..................... | Duck; Haymes......... ...Decea 

onnie Haines........ Corai 

| 9. MY BOLERO (2) (Shapiro) .......... $0400 00605 0500060055 Vic Damone.......... Mercury 

($10. DON'T CRY JOE () (Witmarky) ee. | Gondase Tania, 020 --Columnbte 

| ordon Jenkins .......... Decca 
Secon Croup 

SLIPPIN AROUND (Peer-Int.) ........................... | Whiting Wakely ........ Capitol 

Ci Cl Re Decca 

YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (4) (Barren-Pemora)............} Bycv, Knioht........... Deces 

nue Tron “eeee ccccec cual 

HOP SCOTCH POLKA (Cromwell) ........0.......0.00cc005. aS fl panes SP —— 

uy Lombardo........... Decca 

DREAMER’S HOLIDAY (Shapiro-B) .............. SEOEEEES fg Ahnae- AOR ee 

. Wilson-Jenking ....... Decca 

LET'S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (4) (Berlin) ..... OEEES | mnt, ~~ AOS Cees 

Mee. . ceedececess ictor 
SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (21) (Williamson))......... | Perry Como...,........ Victor 


LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) 


CIRCUS (Massey) 


It does, how- | 


HOMEWORK (Berlin) 


when that happens the 45 system | 


will continue to be used on pop 
material and on Red Seal. Sales 
of the 45s, it’s asserted, have risen 


NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Famous) 


heavily since the start of the cur- | 


rent $2.000,000 campaign to put it 
over. Actually, Victor's press_ re- 
lease following the WW item says 
sales have jumped 260°7 in 90 
davs. Victor men state that sales 
have jumped more than twice that, 
but the lower figure was used be- 
cause “it was felt the higher one 
wonld not be believed.” 


THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW (Shapiro-B) . 
HOW IT LIES (Morris) ........... 


SOMEHOW (Algonquin) ..... 


IF I EVER LOVE AGAIN (Paxton) 


And, Victor says. none of the en- | 


gineers involved in the develop- 
ment of 45s has been fired. 


} 


ee ee ee ee ee 


GIVE ME YOUR HAND (Laurel) . 


YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) . 


“eee eeee eee 


24 HOURS OF SUNSHINE (Advanced) .. 


eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eeeesees 


"ee eR eee ee ee eee ee esas 
eee eee eee eee eeeeee 


i ee see eeeeeeeeeee 


eetet } Fran Warren 

— ee. oe Shore 
} Art Mooney - 
| Dick Jurgens.........Columbia 
{ Doris Day.... 
\ Frankie Laine........ .Mercury 


“***** U Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 


{Bing Crosby 
*ee eee tJo 


_ Crosby. ........... Decta 
DOBMOTE. . oc ccc eer Capitol 


Perry Como ............Victor 


{Tony Martin........... Vic 
‘. Bill Farrell MGM 


Blue Barron ° *e@eeeee .M-G-M 
Carmen Cavallaro ........Decca 


90000<s. eee 
-eseeeee. Columbia 


..M-G-M 
+see++.Columbia 


Russ Morgan ..Decca 


‘tee ee eee 


J Bing Crosby... ..ese+0....-Decca 
| Kay Starr. ....0.ee00+..Capitol 


Billy Eckstine seesceees MGM 


§ Freddy Martin. ..........Victor 

—e eeeeeree*e*’ Primo Scalae............London 

a { Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 
ities  j  * =e Capitol 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1 


FEFFEFEFIFIPI IFIP IFIIS ISIS TS SPO FFT O TSE FETT FETETFOFEFEOPPEPPPODOODOD DES E44» 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks| . 


| By BERNIE WOODS 








Evening,” is good, but doesn’t 
reach Perry Como’s (Victor). Pinza 
seems to have been conscious of 
doing a pop song and as a result 
doesn’t belt it out on “Hand,” thus 
losing much of the tune’s impact. 
His “Bali H’ai” is solid, but late 
and since this was to have been 
a pop-type disk he could have done 
another standard (which is what 








“Bali” will be). Decca also did ol 
“Hand,” by Vic Schoen’s orchestra Al 
vocal by Al Hendrickson and Ai 
Harmonaires. It’s a “cover” disk gi 
made only to give Decca an avail- kr 
able version. It’s slow. . se 
Margaret Whiting-Jimmy Wake- ra 
ley “Ill Never Slip Around th 
Again”-“Six Times a Week, Twice Si 
On, Sunday” (Capitol). Followup ca 
to the current hit by the same pair, wl 
“I'll Never Slip” is not as good, mi 
yet is attractive and could follow 
as strongly. Miss Whiting and — 
Wakeley duet nicely with organ pe 
and beat background. Backing is at 
cute, but fair b.o. - 
Tommy Tucker “I've Got Lovely 
Bunch of Cocoanuts”-“Let’s Har- eu 
monize” (M-G-M). Tucker's first of 
disk for M-G-M is a good one. with fo 
good tunes. His “Cocoanuts.” a ba 
likely hit song, is smartly cut, the av 
vocal carried by a full chorus. It'll of 
get a lot of plays. Reverse is a good th 
cut of another nicely kneaded **s 
melody. fo 
Doris Day “Festival of Roses’’- as 
“Thre e Rivers” (Columbia). gC 
“Roses” is a good possibility as ca 
a hit tune, and Miss Day’s per- hz 
formance enhances the chances. ex 
Ballad fits her style nicely and ve 
George Siravo provides back- or 
ground that dresses it all smartly. hi 
“Rivers,” out in various ways, good w 
and bad. gives a hetter impression ct 
due to Miss Day’s ballad approach. d 
It could go. Siravo also backs it th 
up. | 
Vera Lynn “Song of Surrender’’- a 
“Everything They Said Came ar 
True” (London). “Surrender” has he 
| shown little so far and Miss Lynn's . 
performance, while good, won't in 
hasten reaction. However, her qT 
handling of “Everything,” a new th 
ballad that sounds better all the 
time, is a possibility. Worked with te 
the Keynotes and Bob Farnon’s or- wi 
chestra, it presents a salable pack- o! 
age for jocks and jukes. w 
| . fir 
| Platter Pointers dc 
| Buddy De Franco’s new jazz-bop of 
group shows unusual taste on cc 
|“When We're Alone” and good e\ 
| drive on “Extrovert" (Capitol)... w 
|Mercury’s new Richard Hayes gC 
hasn't shown much so far, but on bi 
“Will You Remember” indicates a { fe 
| future Jan Garber increasing- 
D ass be 
| ly being used by Capitol to “cover” hi 
| hits not cut in time, but his “Jea- re 


lous Heart” as good as any other 
label's Coral’s new group, 
The Beavers, also show a lot of 

future sales promise on “If You [ 
See Tears in My Eyes”-“I Gotta 

| Do It” .. . Signature reissued on 

| Hi-Tone, Ray Bloch’s “Ave Maria.” , 

hit of last year, and “Bells of St. 





Mary’s” - “White Xmas” - “Silent 
Night,” all fine disks, along with a ts 
Xmas album by Bloch, Johnny d 
Long and Monica Lewis .. . Sig rn 
also put out Long’s annual college ¥ 
coverage toting tunes from Wash- | 
ington & Lee, Duke, Notre Dame, i 
Wisconsin, Columbia U., Cornell : 
U., USC and U. of Texas... Decca u 
| cutting Jack Haskell, of Dave Gar- a 
roway’s TV show; his “I Know. I n 
Know” is fair . . . Billie Holiday $ 
and Louis Armstrong form a great 
duet on “My Sweet Hunk of 4 
Trash"-“You Can't Lose a Broken 0 
Heart” (Decca) . . . Bob Houston, } 8 
who hasn't yet had a break, does 
well with “Just a Kiss Apart.” f 
from “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” s 
score (M-G-M) .. . Les Brown add- 
ed a choir to Ray Kellogg’s vocals 
of “Where Are You"-“Tenderiy.” f 
good, but not standout sides ... 
| King Cole’s bouncy “Exactly Like 
You” a swell jock item ... Add 


Joe Graydon’s Coral side to good 
wax on “You're All I Want for 
Xmas”... Best sides Stubby and 
Buccaneers have made so far for 
Decca cover “He’s a Chubby Little 
| Fellow”-“Jolly Old Saint Nicholas” 
|. . . Russ Case and the Quintones 
turned out an excellent dance-beat 
side on “Envy.” coming up 
(M-G-M) .. . Revival of “Charley 
Boy” can be hurried along by Ted- 
dy Phillips-Lynn Hoyt-Phillipaires 
version (London) . . . Many of the 
late Buddy Clark’s recent Colum- 
bia disks will be played for a long 
time, though they may not be hot 
hits; his “When I Write My Song, 
with Xavier Cugat, is one... 
Coral holds neat versions 0 
“White Xmas” - “Winter Wonder- 
land” by Ames Bros. .. . M-G-M's 
“I Never See Maggie Alone,” in 
hillbilly style by Arthur Smith, 
| seems like it's kidding the tune. 
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Performance Basis of ASCAP Decree (seu Fo MEM) Laine s Mule Train’ Brings Stew 
Key to Oldtime Writers Buckling Down 


of the 





Many 
older writer members of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers are be- 
ginning to stir a bit in view of the | 
known terms of the as-yet un- 
settled consent decree being ar- 
ranged between the Society and 
the U. S. Department of Justice. 
Since these terms are expected to 
call for a distribution of the 
writer’s half of ASCAP income on 
more of a performance basis, song- 
smiths who for years have made 
only half-hearted or no attempts 
at ali at dreaming up new material 
are buckling down to work. 

Terms of the new decree, as now 
suggested, call for a 60-20-20 split 
of writer’s coin—60°% on _ per- 
formance, 20% on seniority, itself 
based performances, and 20° on 
availability. While a vast majority 
of the oldline writers, who have to 
their credit large catalogs of 
“standard” or repeatedly per- 
formed melodies—figure to pick up 


as much coin as iney do now, a 
good many aren't certain. And be- 
cause of that a number of them 


have begun serious work anew. For 
example, one writer, who in recent 
years has been content to collab- 
orate with others, though most of 
his catalog material shows him as 
writer of lyric and melody, has 
changed his mind. He's back at 
doing both himself. Not that 
there’s any extra coin in it from 
ASCAP; he simply feels that he 
did better work doing both lyrics 
and melody than he’s shown since 
he lay back on his nanual ASCAP 
income and worked with partners. 
The same feeling permeates the 
thinking of others. 

These writers are aware that the 
terms of the new decree putting 
writer distribution of ASCAP coin 
on more of a performance basis 
won't come fully into play for 
five to six years. Changeover is 
designed to be gradual so that none 
of the older writers will find in- 
come reduced too quickly, in the 
event it is cut down. And that is 
what is getting many of them to, 
go to work afresh. They feel that 
by the time the plan takes full ef- 
fect they'll have new standards to 
bolster ones that have kept them 
high in Society classification and 
income for years. 
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DISK SALE UPBEAT IN | 
EIRE; JOCKS BIG Al 


Dublin, Oct. 18. | 
Sales of disks in Ireland have | 
taken a big upswing recently, with 
demand outstripping supply for. 
many numbers. Current output of | 
HMV factory is supplying only | 
about 1% of needs, balance being | 
imported from Britain. At the same 
time, the sale of record-players for 
attachment to radios is reaching 4 
new high at prices ranging from 
$22 to $150. 
Growth of interest in disk- 
jockey stints from Radio Eireann 
on both sustaining and sponsored 


shows is reported to be the big-} 


est influence on sales. Current 
stseller on disks is “Leicester 
Square Rag.” 


Capitol Expands Sales 
Promotion Department 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Beginning Nov. 1 Capitol Rec- 
ords expands its sales promotion 





department, gearing itself to in- 
tensified drive mapped here at 
special regional sales meeting 


presided ovef by Glenn Wallichs. 
A fifth regional sales division is 
being added, with Max Callison in 
charge, headquartering in Cleve- 
land, starting next January. Calli- 
son is now manager of Cap’s Cincy 
branch. 

New promotion department will 
be staffed by Adrian K. Roberts, 
formerly with New Orleans branch; 

1 Cook, now St. Louis manager, 
and Ned Hertzam. 

Wallichs said Cap has had 
bistory upsurge of business in its 

tory during past aaa days. 


high-classified, + 


|}underground jazz joints, 


| week 


Court Upholds Claim 


s. Georgia Music Corp. 

“A $3,262.99 claim against the 
Georgia Music Corp., a recording 
outfit formed in N. Y. about a 
year ago, was upheld by the N. Y. 
supreme court last week. Suit, 
filed by the Domestic & Foreign 
Discount Corp., named as defend- 
ants Herman Goldfarb and Morton 
Shadrinsky. The Discount Corp., 
which financed the two men, 
charged that the duo failed to live 
up to the payment agreement as 
specified in their contract. 

The Herman Goldfarb named in 
the suit is not the attorney of the 
same name who once represented 
Woody Herman. 





Bop’ Bopped 
As ‘Invidious 


Word “bop” as applied to the 
style of music preferred by a ma- 
jority of modern jazz musicians 
apparently has a disreputable con- 
notation for many disk jockeys and 
radio station owners. In many 
cases, the latter instruct their disk- 
spinning employees not to use 
recordings of that type of music. 
In others, jocks are instructed, or 
voluntarily refuse to air disks with 
the word in the title. 

However, contactmen for band- 
leaders and music publishers, who 
trzvel the country endeavoring to 
get disk jockeys to play their mu- 
sic, have lately encountered vari- 
ous instances wherein the records 
are played, with new titles applied 
by the jocks themselves. They 
call the tunes anything that comes 
to mind to avoid the use of the 
word bop. 

Some bop musicians have for 
some time decried the word them- 
selves. They feel that progress of 
the style has been impeded by it, 
pointing out that for some rea- 
son it’s associated with backrooms, 
weed 
smokers, etc. 

Almost two years ago, Charlie 
Ventura, bop saxist, stated that the 
' style was being harmed by the title 
saaited to it. This was during 
an interview by a New York disk | 
jockey. 


DISNEY MUSIC CO. IN 
LAUNCHING NEXT WK. 


Walt Disney Music Co., newly 
formed publishing firm being put 
into operation by the cartoonist, 
will be launched officially next 
(Nov. 1). Firm has set up 
offices in Radio City, New York, 
which will be run by Jack Spina, 
with Mickey Glass also on the staff. 
Julie Losch has been assigned the 
Hollywood representation. Fred 
Raphael will supervise the organ- 
ization from Hollywood. 

Initial score to be promoted by 
'the firm is from the studio’s “Cin- 
| derella” cartoon, songs by Mack 
| David, Jerry Livingston and Al 
Hoffman. However, the tune “Mule 
Train,” now stirring music circles, 
is also owned by the company and 
will be promoted as a pop. 

New publishing house is the first 
time Disney has tried handling 
melodies from his own cartoons. 
Heretofore*ie had farmed all copy- 
rights to independent publishers. 


Jack Robbins 0K Now 


Jack Robbins is recuperating at 
his hotel apartment following 
minor surgery at the Hospital for 
Joint Diseases, N. Y. 

It was a cyst which had to be cut 
after he thought he could duck 








| 


| 


| 


it. Besides, it interfered with the | 


vet music publisher's rhumba 


dancing ‘he’s known for his addic- 
tion to the one-two-three-kick 
| tempos). 
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ON AFM PLANS 


James C. Petrillo, head of 
American Federation of Musicians, 
issued a “memorandum” 
img the prcpesed scale 
of ‘pay covering the use of musi- 
cians for the making of films for 
television only. Document is a 
seven-page compilation that talent 
agency attorneys have not yet been 
able to figure out. It contains some 
clauses that obviously were written 
with the Taft-Hartley Act in mind. 

Agency execs feel that the pro- 
posed scales are too harsh. Petsillo 
leaves wide open his expressed 
demand for a royalty fund system 
based on repeated performances of 
video films. He asks television- 
film producers to make suggestions 
on how this angle can be worked 
out. 

Petrillo’s scale ideas call for a 
basic rate of $27 per man for each 
15 minutes of finished film where- 
in the rehearsal, recording and 
final photography don't exceed one 
hour. Overtime rate calls for $9 
for each 20 minutes of rehearsing 
and photographing which results 
in five minutes of finished film. In 
other words, a film running 30 
minutes on the air would cost 
preducers a minimum of $54 per 


man, without extra charges for 
doubling and extra rehearsals, 
which are to be paid for at the 


rate of $4.50 per man per quarter 
hour. 

Petrillo posts rates for arrangers 
(musical and vocal), copyists, 
proofreaders ($12.50 for three 
hours or less), transportation, etc 

Letter also makes it clear that 
the AFM wants only AFM card- 
holders to handle film-cutting, to be 
librarians to keep track of finished 
film stocks. No AFM member can 
work for a producer who isn't 
signatory to the basic AFM agree- 
ment; tele film cannot be used for 
any other purpose. Producers must 
agree that they will not try to 
adapt previously recorded music 
for tele soundtracks; that each 
finished film must be registered 
with the AFM; that no foreign 
soundtrack be used without AFM 
permission, etc. 


Como Surprises, 
Forms New Co. 


Perry Como will go back into 
music publishing on a major scale, 
a surprise move in view of his 
splitting of a partnership with 
Tommy Valando in Laurel Music 
only three weeks ago. Reason given 
then for the breakup of the Laurel 
affiliation was that Como was with- 
drawing from the music business 
completely. New firm, already set 
up legally, will be calied Como 
Music Co. 

Singer plans to install a com- 
plete staff, headquartering in N. Y., 
with representatives in Hollywood 
and Chicago. No songs have as yet 
been selected to start it off. 


VALANDO SETS UP 
2D PUBLISHING CO. 


Tommy Valando is expanding 
his music publishing business. He 
has set up a new firm called Val- 
ando Music to supplement Laurel, 
which he recently took full title to 
by buying out Perry Como’s inter- 
est. Expansion is due to a top- 
reavy list of songs; he'll shift 
“Wedding Bells” and “Echoes” in- 
to the new catalog and has hired 
Victor Selzman to work on them in 








N. Y. Other men will be put on in) 


Hollywood and Chicago. 

New outfit will be an American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers affiliate, the same as 
Laurel. 





Dave Lax, who designed a num- 
ber of covers for Mills Music, ex- 


hibiting 13 of his paintings at the | 
Grand Art Gallery, N. Y., 


_ Nov. 8-1 
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Lombardo, Lombardi 
Vienna, Oct. 25 

Lomberde. er Lombardi... 
that is the question now for 
the Viennese. Wherever one 
goes in the city, one reads 
huge posters “You must hear 
Lombardo” and “You must 
hear Lombardi.” 

It’s no typographical error 
Guy Lombardo’s orchestra is 
very popular here, with disks 
on sale in all stores. Pater 
Riceardo Lombardi is Italy's 
famous preacher. He is now 
visiting Vienna and addres- 
sing congregations in various 
churches. 





ASCAP, TY Indies 


No Nearer Pact 


Per-program negotiations be- 
independent 
American Society 
Authors Pub- 
not gotten any nearer 
to a deal since the ASCAP-net- 
work signing of a blanket pact 
Representatives of both factions 
met Tuesday and Wednesday of 
last week in Philadelphia, ftollow- 


tween television op- 
erators and the 
of Composers, and 


lishers have 


ing a solo meeting Monday ‘17 
among the tele broadcasters them- 
selves, and they were to have met 
again in New York today ‘Wed.) 
However, the meeting was can- 
celled. 


Finalized terms of the per-pro- 
gram pact will decide which con- 
tract will be accepted by the Du- 
Mont network. DuMont did not 
sign the blanket agreement con- 
cluded between ASCAP and the 
NBC, CBS and ABC video nets 10 
days ago. It preferred to await the 
per-program deal to determine 
which was more advantageous to 
its needs. WOR, N. Y., which re- 
cently joined the video dial in 
N. Y., also preferred to wait. 

Reps doing the negotiating are. 
for ASCAP: Fred Ahlert, presi- 
dent; Dick Murray, Stanley Adams, 
a board member; Herman Finkie- 
stein, attorney. For tele, Claire 
McCullough, Lancaster, Pa., tele- 


visor; Dwight Morton, Crosley vee-_ 


pee; Robert W. Myers, NBC veepee 
and attorney; Robert Swezey. New 
Orleans station operator, and Gene 
Thomas. 


LYRIC COMPETITION ON 
SELZNICK-KORDA PIC 


Chappell Music will pull a 
unique stunt to call attention to a 
film-background melody it feels 
worthwhile to turn into a pop 
tune. Various top lyric writers 
‘about 25) will be asked to a 
studio showing of the British film, 
“The Third Man,” next week in 
New York, and those attending 
will be invited to turn in a set 
of words to fit the film's theme 
music. $500 advance will be paid 
for the lyric accepted. 


Larry Spier, Chappell’s general 
manager, is combing lyric-writer 
lists of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish 
ers for a list of men to invite 
Others are open to the competi 
tion, so long as they are recog 
nized lyricists. 

“Third Man” is a Korda-Seiznick 
film soon to be released in the 
U.S. Cast includes Orson Welles, 
Joseph Cotten and Valli. 








Schweiger’s Guester 


Kansas City, Oct. 25 

Hans Schweiger, conductor of 
the Kansas City Philharmonic, has 
accepted an invitation to appear 
as guest conductor of the Berlin 
Philharmonic next spring. 

It will be his first appearance in 
Europe since 1939, when he fled 
Nazism, 
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Rarely has a recording caused so 
much commotion and argument as 
“Mule Train” 
did over the past weekend in New 
York. Mercury's scheduling the 
release of the platter for this 

having kept it a tight 
10 days, began a chain 
and which only 
added to the arguments that had 
gone before. And much of it is 
due to the likelihood that the plat- 
ter will give Laine his second 
straight top hit (with “That Lucky 
Old Sun”) and Mercury its third 


Frankie Laine’s new 


after 
for 
of burns 


week, 
secret 


beefs 


straight (Vic Damone’s “You're 
Breaking My Heart”) 

Vaughn Monroe and his man- 
ager, Willard Alexander, plus Abe 
Lyman, producer of Monroe's 
“Singing Guns” film, now in pro- 


duction, are deeply involved in the 
squabble So are Fred Raphael, 
head of Walt Disney's new music 
publishing firm, which owns the 
song: Columbia Records, which 
burned because it hasn't made a 
copy of the disk and didn’t know 
about Laine’s; numerous New York 
disk jockeys, who were annoved 
because Martin Block got first 
crack at spinning the disk on his 
WNEW, WN. Y., program Saturday 
(22) evening, and RCA-Victor, who 
was in the middie of a dispute 
with Monroe. 


was written almost three 
vears ago, before the record ban, 
by Johnny Lange, Hy Heath and 
Fred Glickman, who added some- 
thing to the original It was re- 
corded then by Buzz Butler for an 
indie disker and never released 
Raphael got hold of it and it was 
shown to Lyman, Monroe, etc. 
They accepted it for the “Singing 
Guns” film, but refused to pay any- 
thing for the rights to the tune 
They also insisted on a January 
release, Monroe figuring to record 
it first for RCA. Raphael, however, 
insisted on a Nov. 15 deadline for 
release. He was then informed 
that the song was out of the pic- 
ture. 

Raphael, therefore, advised all 
record companies to go ahead with 
the release on a pop tune-no-dead- 
line basis. Then he was told the 
song would stay in the film. By 
then Laine’s record was made. It 
was shown by Mercury last Thurs- 
day (20) to tradespeople in N. Yu 
and word got out immediately. 
Monroe, trying to beat Laine to the 
punch, did his arrangement Satur- 
day (22) on his Camel broadcast, 
saying he had already cut the disk 
for Victor and the performance 
was a “preview.” He actually 
didn't record it until the following 
night, rushing a date with Holly- 
wood studio musicians ‘his own 
band is on vacation). What Mon- 
roe didn't know when he heralded 
the Camel performance as the first 
on ihe air was that Martin Block 
had aired Laine’s record about an 
hour before, in N. Y. area only, of 
course. 


Victor is now in the process of 
placing heavy promotion be*ind 
Monroe's recording in an effort to 
head off Frankie Laine’s. Mitch 
Millar, Mere recording head, gets 
full credit for Laine’s platter, in- 
cidentally. 

Capitol Records is bringing out 
two versions of “Mule,” one by 
Gordon MacRae and another by a 
hillbilly. Decea has its Buzz But- 
ler side. No others are known. 


“Train” 


AULD, BUSHKIN, KANE 
PLAY MUSICERS IN PLAY 


Georgie Auld, Joe Bushkin and 


Sol Kane, well-known jazz and 
danceband musicians, will have 
acting parts in the new Leland 


Hayward production, “Kat Race,” 
which goes into rehearsal in New 
York next Monday (31) for a Dec. 
22 opening at the Barrymore the- 
atre. Trio signed run-of-the-play- 
contracts, portraying musicians. 
Play, written by Garson Kanin, 
will star Betty Field, and features 


, Barry Nelson. 
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and the same Broadcasters, Artists, Publishers, Composers, Disc Jockeys, 
Record and Transcription Companies, and Juke Box Operators now aim to 


Hit With These Up-Coming BMI Leaders 


THE BILLBOARD PICKS: CROCODILE TEARS 





THE DISC JOCKEYS PICK: VIENI SU 
ENVY 
CANADIAN CAPERS 





THE OPERATORS PICK: BLUEBIRD ON YOUR WINDOW SILL 


BMI PICKS; SLIPPING AROUND 
HUSH LITTLE DARLING 
SHE WORE A YELLOW RIBBON 
EVERYTHING THEY SAID CAME TRUE 
WHY DON’T YOU HAUL OFF AND LOVE ME 
WHO‘’LL BE THE NEXT ONE TO CRY OVER YOU 


SEND TEN PRETTY FLOWERS TO MY GIRL IN TENNESSEE 
CARELESS KISSES 





3 
~ Broapcast Music, Inc. 


5980 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19, N.Y. 


CHICAGO + HOLLYWOOD + FORONTO «© MONTREAL 
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5 7 P | OF SALES AND RECORD 
* O POPULAR] TY RA TINGS 
A Summary of Popularity Charts - “i . 
from The Billboard, Oct 22, 1949 ustases BM OTHERS BMI 
HONOR ROLL OF HITS 10 5 5 50.0 
SHEET MUSIC ~ BEST SELLING 15 5 10 33.3 
POp RECORDS 
MOsrT PLAYED py DISC JOCKEYS 30 16 14 53.3 
BEST SELLING, RETAIL 31 13 18 43.3 ‘ 
MOST PLayen ON JUKE BOXES 3] 13 18 43.3 
RHYTHM & BLUES RECORDS 
BEST SELLING 16 12 4 75.0 
MOST PLAYED on JUKE BOXES 16 13 3 81.2 
Ss 
FOLK RECORDs | 
BEST SELLING 16 14 2 87.5 
MOST PLayen ON JUKE BOXES 15 12 3 80.0 
—ees es es _— — 
TOTAL 180 103 17 57.2 
SCORE PREVIOUS WEEK 181 101 80 55.8 
SONGS wity GREATEST RaDio , 
AUDIENCES (PEATMAN ACI) 51 13 38 25.5 
R-H System 30 5 25 16.7 
es ey es — — 
TOTAL 261 12] 140 46.4 
SCORE PREVIOUS WEEK 243 109 134 
E 
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POPULAR 
TONY MARTIN 
20-3582 (47-3078*) 
THE THREE SUNS 
20-3583 (47-3079*) 
ANDRE PREVIN 
20-3584 (47-3080*) 


There's No Tomorrow 
A Theusend Vielins 


Close Your Eyes And Dream 
Merry Maiden Polke 


Derdenella 
The Gypsy In My Soul 

POP SPECIALTY 
Oh Jeanette — Polke JOMNNY VADNAL 
Flower Of Love Waltz 25-1138 ($1-0029*) 

COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
I'll Never Slip Around Again TEXAS JIM ROBERTSON 
Revenge 21-0130 (48-0133") 
SPIRITUAL 





Sign Of The Judgment THE FIVE TRUMPETS 
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 22-0050 (50-0034*) 


“OH YOU BEAUTIFUL DOLL” FILM ALBUM! 
P-252 (WP-252"*) 





“a 3 











Oh You Beautiful Doll , TONY MARTIN 
1 Wont You Te Want Me (Te Want You) 20-3564 (47-3054") 
Peg O' My Heart TONY MARTIN 


When | Get You Alone Tonight 20-3565 (47-3655*) 


Every day, this amazing low 
price puts the “45” system 

into more thousands of homes! 
Cash in —load up with EVERY 





RCA Victor “45” releasel 


World's fastest automatic changer— 
world's lowest orice TALGO 


=: Tony Matti 
~~ Fiou Weer 


++. two great made-for-each-other voices, paired at last for potent 
RCA Victor dueting! 





SPEAK A WORD OF LOVE and REMEMBER 


= ' big new ballad packed with promise... plus an all-time favorite 
Berlin tune! Listen and you'll KNOW this pair is going places! 


RCA VICTOR 20-3573 (47-3069") 


THIS WEEK’S RELEASE! 


(Beth 45 rpm and 78 rpm. Numbers marked * ore 45 rpm.) 





There's A Broken Heart 
for Every Light on Broadwoy 
Come, Josephine In My Flying Machine 


TONY MARTIN 
20-3566 (47-3056*) 


“SQUARE DANCES WITH CALLS” 
P-256 (WP-256*) 


You Call Everybody Darlin’ PEE WEE KING 
Shocking Rye Straw 21-0115 (48-01 18*) 
Black-Eyed Susie PEE WEE KING 
The Bottle Hymn Of The Republic 21-0116 (48-0119*) 
Fire On The Mountain PEE WEE KING 


Cornbreed, ‘Losses And Sassafras Tea 21-0117 (48-0120*) 


“SQUARE DANCES TONIGHT” 
P-257 (WP-257*) 


Devil's Dream PEE WEE KING 
Fisher's Hornpipe 21-0119 (48-0122*) 
Sally Goodin PEE WEE KING 
Arkansas Troveler 21-0120 (48-0123*) 
Billy In The Low Ground PEE WEE KING 


Whistling Rufus 21-0121 (48-0124*) 


DEALERS! Are you ringing up these extra profits with RCA 
Victor's new Multi-Play Needle? Counter displays, Co-op mats, 
and national advertising odd up te easy soles. 


SUPPORT 


NATIONAL RADIO 
AND TELEVISION WEEK 


OCT. 30—NOV. 5 
































ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 26, 1949 





60 
| Sammy Kaye Pushes 
Bands at Hotel B.0.'s Radio Ideas for TV 


Band Hotel elas br Week on “Date Sammy Kaye, going off the AM ra- 
Eddy Duchin* .....Waldorf (400; $2) 2.700 7,795 dio Chrysler program, is again 
Guy Lombardo.... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) 2.450 8,700 pressing his ° So You Want to Lead 
Claude Thornhill... Statler (450; $1.50-$2) 1,400 3,000 Band” and “So You Want to Be a 
Don McGrane*.....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) 925 4,775 Star” ideas for television. Leader 

has arranged a one-shot showing 


*New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter Show.” Waldorf, Janet Blair | of the former on WPIX, New York, 


, 4 | for Saturday (29). Show will be 
end Blackburn Twins | kinescoped at Kaye's expense, the 


| film to be used to demonstrate it 


roe Ww 








Chicago | to advertising agencies and pros- 

Bill Bennett (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, $2 min -$1 cover). Sara Ann , pective sponsors. 
McCabe doing okay 1,800 tabs | Kaye will make a change in his 
Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Last “Lead a Band” idea which he feels 
week held at 3,000 covers. Griff Williams in Monday (24) will make it more suitable for TV 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720: $3 50 min.-$1 cover). | Instead of selecting four amateur- 
Ice Show and Masters giant 4,200 tabs maestros from the audience and 


Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). letting them all take a crack at 
Hank Ladd, Imogene Coca gave way Wed. (19) to Nancy Donovan, Clif- | batoning, Kaye will add a quiz 


ford Guest, Julie Wilson. Sock 4,600 tabs show idea. He'll select eight peo- 
Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman. 500; $3.50 min.). “Salute to ple, put them through a $64-ques- 
Rodgers and Hammerstein” sliding off to 2.800 covers tion routine and the four survivors 
- will compete for the “Lead a Band” 





prize. 


Los Angeles 


Eddie Fitzpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Dick Haymes, the 9 
Four Hits and a Miss, Estelle Sloan. Third week, 2,900 covers. 0 ta or S 
Henry King (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Sixth week, 2,750 covers. | 
| 


Eddie Oliver (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). 940 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels | On ] One-Niters 








(Chicago) 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover Martha Raye Jo Stafford could launch a trend 
followed Danny Thomas who closed Friday (21). Boff 6,000 covers. by name giri singers into the one- 


Jack Fina (Aragon: $1-$1.15 adm.). Rain in last half of week cut here. | night field due to the results she | 
Okay 9,000 admissions. encountered on a seven-day test 
Buddy Moreno (Blackhawk. 500; $2.50 min.-50c cover). “Whiffenpoof route in the midwest, ended late 
Revue” holding at 2,000 covers last week. Perhaps the first female 
Orrin Tucker (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Slipped to 11,000 admissions. | vocalist, of the modern crop, at 
least, to hit the road on the same 

(Los Angeles) sort of bookings played for years 

Harry Owens-Sterling Young ‘Aragon, Santa Monica). Seventh week- by name hands, Miss Stafford did 


end, three days for Owens; first week for Young. 11,000 admissions. so well that another, longer route 
Tex Beneke (Palladium B., Hollywood, first week). Good 11,500 ad- will be lined up immediately. 
missions | Starting at South Bend, Ind., 


| Miss Stafford played to 35,000 peo- 
a ple and earned herself a net of 


Buddy Morris, Levy ‘SEVEN REELECTED | Saginaw,’ Toledo. "Grand ‘Rapiae 
Fort Wayne, and a two-day stay at 


Expected to Sign Pact TO SPA’S COUNCIL Purdue v. She worked at varying 


guarantees and drew $6,500 flat for 





d P b Songwriters Protective Assn. re- the two days at the school. 
Of Pluggers an U S$ elected seven incumbent members Heading a show consisting of 
Only two major music publish- °f the organization's governing | Req Ingle, The Starlighters, vocal 
ers have so far failed to sign the | council val New York yy group, juggler Rudy Cardenas and 
basic employment contract negoti- Fred Ahlert ‘president of ASC Mil. Paul Weston’s orchestra, the singer 
ated last spring between the Mu- Abel Baer, Paul c unningham, : i did a 105-minwee show in each spot, 
sic Publishers Contact Employees ton Drake, Ferde Grofe, Joseph some running longer. Singer was 
union and the Music Publishers Meyer and Sammy Stept were ., impressed with the result that 
Protective Assn.. after months of ‘hose reseated by the balloting. she'll do a 30-day tour as soon as 
discussion. MPCE has 160 signed SPA council consists of 21 mem- jt can be lined up to fit her current 
agreements to abide by the new bers elected for three-year term. bookings. 
rules and salary regulations, with However, terms are staggered so 
publishers representing over 200 | that seven of the council come up 
firms ‘some pubs operate more for reelection every year. Follow- BAND VOCALIST GETS 
ing the council elections, the lat- 


than cne house). 


Only Morris Music and Leeds pang Foner Ay og ~e Aaaa will OK ON COMPENSATION 








| 
Music of the major outfits have so 
far failed to signature the new > mae last De by : N. = 
tract form. And that’s claimed to ° state referee in unemploymen 
be due to the fact that both Buddy CRC Album Profits To | compensation ruled that band vo- 
Morris and Lou Levy, Leeds head, | P " ' calists are subject to compensation 
have been in California almost ex- | Buddy Clark + Widow on the ground that they are em- 
clusively in recent months. Mor- ; , ployees and not independent con- 
ris and Levy are both in N. Y. at Hollywood, Oct. 25. | tractors. Samuel Jennings, former 
the moment, however, and are ex-| Columbia Records will soon issue vocalist with Lionel Hampton's 
pected to okay the pacts. _two albums from which profits de- orch, was ruled eligible to receive 


rived will be turned over to the | the benefits following adverse de- 
widow of Buddy Clark. Deal is also cisions by local unemployment 
COL. RECORDS CLAMPS _ being worked out with the Carna- compensation boards. 
tion “Contended Hour” to turn Decision follows the pattern set 
DOWN ON JOCK DISKING over coin for guest stints to Mrs. in recent years by both state and 
Clark. Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Bing federal agencies to make as many 
Various New York disk jockeys | any — other ry 4 as possible eligible for compensa- 
ate “a , iconrge | ers have offere 0 guest on e tion. 
were forced east week ser = |airshow if the money is given to Jennings was represented by law 
pre-release — of Ezio Pinza’s the widow. firm of Silverstone & Rosenthal. 
recording of “Give Me Your,  Cojumbia will press an album of | 
Hand’ when Columbia Records put tynes etched by Clark before his | : 
its foot down. Jocks had been death and a dedicatory album of Freddy Martin Makes 
spinning acetate copies of the orig- Songs waxed by Dinah Shore, Frank | > " 
inal, which Columbia hadn't yet | Sinatra, Doris Day and ee | Michaud His Manager 
issued, and the label's executives orchs. Clark album, with some 
blew their tops, claiming that the | single Yuletide tunes, will be is- 
copies were inferior recordings | sued around Christmas. Arthur Michaud has become per- | 
and doing the unreleased original | sonal manager for Freddy Martin, | 


a lot of harm. Ss ° ’ 
Ve gure italn rch s Sock 5! G first one the orch leader has had | 
Tommy Valando, head of Laurel p y Oo \, im 18 years, Mortin’s lect manaaer | 














Music, which owns “Hand,” had se- | . 
cured the acetates and distributed On Concert in Omaha was Cork O'Keefe. im 
them to the jocks. Columbia was Omaha, Oct. 25. | Michaud will get 5° on a five-| 


so disturbed about the situation Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra year deal. 
that he was on the carpet before "an up a socko gross of $5,500 on 


Col’s top execs. a one-night concert at the Coli- | , 
” f seum here Sunday (23). Best date | Allentown Honors Voorhees | 


*. Allentown, Pa., Oct. 25. 
locally in some time. Donald Voorhees, vet maestro, 


Stephen Foster Title Cues = Ticket scale was $1.20 to $3.60. was honored by his home tewn, Al- 
: ‘. ° entown, last week. at a banquet 
Secret Dinah Shore Disk , in his honor attended by leading 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. | Mills’ Polka C cl | citizens 
“Dear Hearts and Gentle Peo- y e Mayor Donald V. Hock present- | 
ple.” title of a song Stephen Foster A polka cycle is in high gear ed Voorhees with a scroll) certify- 


was working on when he died in a at Mills Music. Firm is publish- '"8 48 “a state ambassador.” 




















N. Y. charity ward in 1864, is the ing “Potato Chips Polka,” by — 
tag of a new ballad Dinah Shore Gladys Shelley and Marvin Kahn, = 

has just waxed secretly for Colum- this week and is also rushing out Tops of the Tops 

bia Records. the Roy Brodsky-Sid Tepper “Ittie 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller | 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 


Ticker Freeman, her arranger, | Bittie Polka” plus Frank Yanko- 
wrote the ditty. When Misé Shore | vic’s “Milwaukee Polka.” 
recently visited her home town of Joe Trolli and John Pecon col- 


J 


Winchester, Tenn., the locals labbed on the later. Mills has al- “ ” 

showered her with gifts. “Dear ready worked out a tieup on the “Thee page oo Sent 
Hearts and Gentle People.” accord- Shelley-Kahn opus with the Na- Seller on Coin Machi | 
ing to ballyhoo Columbia is pre- tional Potato Chip Institute. Or- “That Lucky Old Sun” 
paring. is Miss Shore's expression ganization will distribute copies to Best British Seller 

of gratitude. | members throughout the country. I Don't See Me In Your Eyes” | 


‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental 
| 2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 
' commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 

York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all 
| three territories counts 12, Added to these totals.is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows. The first group con#sts of the top 30 songs. 

Week of October 14 to October 20, 1949 





First Group 
| Songs Publishers 
eg PPT er TT Tee ee ees Sy eee Shapiro 
BOS TO DOGS. ... «0 000 dee CRbOT bocce pr cccccccecesoccoes:s Advanced 
Dime a Dozen sides > dA ahs 60 00604000 0660008 Morris 
Don’t Cry Joe ...........-+05-. his d¢éekeebedeonceeee Harms 
Fiddle Dee Dee—?“It's a Great Feeling”................ Harms 
Georgia On My Mind hieiody Lane 


Give Me Song With Beautiful Melody—/i“It's a Great Feeling” Witmark 
I Can Dream Can't! ........ ‘ Chappel! 


I Can't Believe It Claremont 
It’s a Great Feeling—j“It'’s a Great Feeling” .......... ' Remick 
FC I er ee he ere Acuff-Rose 
Just One Way To Say I Love You—**Miss Liberty”...... Berlin 
a ee 6 ee ae Leeds 
Let's Take Old-Fashioned Walk—**Miss Liberty”........... Berlin 
Make Believe You Are Glad When You're Sorry........ ... Triangle 
Maybe It’s Because Rie keeeewe BVC 
Se EE i aca ia ins Ke es SA eA b 0 0890 0 00 Shapiro 
My Own, My Only, My All—?*"“My Friend Irma”........ Famous 
Now That I Need You—7*“Red, Hot and Blue”.......... Famous 
jf | § <n ye eee Hill & Range 
Me ks 5s oat ok Re SOROS ee ea. Duchess 
Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific” ........... Williamson 
That Lucky Old Sun re aera aeeia Robbins 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes Witmark 
Through Long and Sleepless Night—*“Come To the Stable” Miller 
Toot Toot Tootsie—-*"Jolson Sings Again” rae Feist 
Twenty-Four Hours of Sumshine.._..._......... . ce eee aes Advanced 
You Told a Lie TT TTT Bourne 
Younger than Springtime—*South Pacific’............ Williamson 
ee ET OT ED vc ien sci. ss coenedeceseees Algonquin 





Second Group 


Bali Ha’i—*“South Pacific” .............csccccseccess Williamson 
Be Goody Good Good To Me ..............cceeeces: - United 
Bins Por o Bay, Pim Vor @ Girt. ..... ccc cccccccccccccs Al Gallico 
Four Winds and the Seven Seas ...........cecccccseees .. Lombardo 
Happy Talk—*“South Pacific” ............cceeeeeess Villiamson 
Hop Scvtch Polka Te ret een ee Te Tee Cromwell 
Hucklebuck (tives eae eielbiea ee United 
I Never See Maggie Alone eee ee ere Bourne 
Just For Fun—*“My Friend Irma” ...........cccceee: Paramount 
Katrina—“Ichabod and Mr. Toad” ..........ccccceeee:- Melrose 
CP . 2s; cts Be ++ 2c) 6-edigee an eee eeeees Oxiord 
Love Is a Beautiful Thing eer TT eT ee ee eT eT eee Porgie 
FCT ee iis 64 Laurel 
Nothing Less Than Beautiful ..............ccccccceces: Spitzer 
Over the Hillside eee ne ee Dreyer 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer — St. Nicholas 
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon—?*“She Wore a Yellow Ribbon” Regent 
Wedding Bells Will Soon Be Ringing — i ietiib Laurel 
Wishing Star , BMI 
You're In Love With Someone—*“Top O’ the Morning”’.. Morris 


Pe Inside Orchestras—Music 


Robert Kim, newcomer songsmith whom Edwin H. Morris signed just 
from his mss., is doing the unusual of recording his own tune, “Only 
Tomorrow,” with a 17-piece orchestra, for Carroll Records. This is an 
indie label licensed to arranger Jimmy Carroll, although inactive. 

| It is Kim's intention to stimulate interest in his numbers via this 
indie platter, hoping eventually to sell the master to a major outfit. 
Kim is currently in New York, but he placed his songs with Buddy 
Morris’ Mayfair Music Co. on the Coast. “Dreamer,” “Days Gone By” 
and “Lonely As Me” are the other tunes accepted by the pub which 
the songsmith plans stimulating via this one-man campaign until and 
| oem they catch on. 








| Publicist Will Yolen “agented” an unique mating between composer 
Ferde Grofe (“Grand Canyon Suite”) and British novelist Ethel LeVane, 
recently turned lyricist for Ted FioRito, Werner R. Heymann, Victor 
Young, et al. Miss LeVane and Grofe are working on “Atlantic Cross- 
ing,” a musical narrative, text by the authoress. Miss LeVane authored 
| “I'll Never Smile Again,” based on Ruth Lowe's song title and life 
story. “Atlantic Crossing” will have a plot development based on a 
| meeting abroad of one of the Queens, musical reminiscences of visits 
| to Paris, London and Rome, etc. It’s primed for ultimate elaboration as 
| a filmusical, but not as a Broadway musical. 





Score of a recent film featuring a recording name is not even being 
worked on by the publisher involved, though it contains worthwhile 
songs. Idea behind the brushoff apparently is an attempt to break « 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. | deal the pub has with the writers of the score, which calls for the latter 


to draw a substantial guarantee annually against profits of the tunes 
penned. Such is the condition of the music business, plus which the 
contracted writers have turned out few hits in recent years. that the 
publisher is taking every means of trying to break the deal. Writers 
so far have stood their ground. 





U. S. Supreme Court will decide whether obscene phonograph records 
are covered by the law which bars interstate shipment of obscene 
books, motion pictures, still pictures, magazines “or other matter of 
indecent character.” Appeal to the high court came from the Govern- 
ment in the case of Alexander L. Alpers, San Francisco, convicted last 
December of giving Railway Express obscene records to ship out of 
California. Alpers took his case up to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, which reversed his conviction on the ground that the platters 
were not covered by the law. 





New piano being manufactured by Trio-Art has won the attention of 
the music business. Instrument combines everything except television. 
It is equipped with an electronic system that amplifies whatever 's 
played on its own keyboard, into which a p.a. system is integrated 


_ for the use of the player or an accompanying singer. There's a 78 rpm 


disk changer, plus a recording machine which will take programs off 
the air on either AM or FM reception bands, with which the machine 
is also outfitted. 





_ Vet bandleader Johnny Johfison got some double-featured free space 
in the N. Y. Daily: News with the correction of his misidentification 
with Johnny Johnston, the singer, who was romantically linked with 
the divorcing John Agars (Shirley Temple). Crooncr Johnston, in 
turn, also denied the romance, pointing to his marriage to Kathryn 
Grayson. Metro star. Maestro Johnson, meantime, is still batoning pro- 
fessionally besides conducting a music studio in midtown Manhattan. 
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and going up fast! 


“45” record sales up 260% 
in last 9O days 


Factories working 3 shifts 
still can’t meet demand! 


In just 6 months the proof is in! In just 6 months, America has recognized 
“45” as the system of the future. Not just a new speed, not just a new 
groove, but a wholly new idea. 





NOW OVER A MILLION 
RECORDS A MONTH 


THE BIG NAMES 
ARE ON “45” 


Licia Albanese 
Marian Anderson 

Sir Thomas Beecham, Bart. 
Jussi Bjoerling 
Alexander Brailowsky 
Giuseppi di Stefano 
Mischa Elman 

Arthur Fiedler 

First Piano Quartet 
Heifetz 








Now music lovers, musicians and 
“The ‘45’ system is destined 


music critics agree that the “45” 
to lead the phonograph field, 


sounds better, plays easier, saves 
' both in players and in records. 

YOu ree: money: ! vigorously declore that ‘45’ 
is here to stoy ... and let there be 


no doubt about it!” 


Already the “45” outsells any 
other automatic changer on the 
market—by far! Now over 50,000 


sales a month! 


Here’s the success story of 1949. 
And vastly increased production 





Frank M. Folsom, President 
Radio Corporation of America 








Vladimir Horowitz 
Jose Iturbi 

Dorothy Kirsten 
Serge Koussevitzky 
Wanda Landowska 
Mario Lanza 
Jeanette MacDonald 
James Melton 
Yehudi Menuhin 
Robert Merrill 
Nathan Milstein 
Pierre Monteux 











Charles Munch 





is planned for 1950. 


FASTEST CHANGER IS NOW 
FASTEST SELLER! 





No wonder the factory can't keep up 
with the demand! Here's a completely 
evtomatic changer that plugs right into 
your radio or television set. Plays up to 
ten 45 rpm records at one touch of a 
button. Same changer thot's built into 
high-priced combinations — at the low- 
est price ever offered! 


only $12” 





Plays thru any radio 
o: television combination 


aca RCA VIC TOR DIVISION OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA ran 


Paganini Quartet 
Jan Peerce 

Artur Rubinstein 
Robert Shaw 

Leopold Stokowski 
Gladys Swarthout 
Ferruccio Tagliavini 
Arturo Toscanini 
Leonard Warren 
Whittemore and Lowe 


Eddy Arnold 
Count Basie 

Bill Boyd 

Cab Calioway 
Eddie Cantor 
Mindy Carson 
Perry Como 
Dennis Day 
Tommy Dorsey 
Ralph Flanagan 
Eddie Fisher 
Larry Green 

Al Goodman 
Juanita Hall 
Phil Harris 
Homer & Jethro 
Spike Jones 
Sammy Kaye 
Pee Wee King 
Wayne King 
Lisa Kirk 

Bill Lawrence 
Roy McKinley 
Freddy Martin 
Tony Martin 
Vaughn Monroe 
Jane Pickens 
Andre Previn 
Roy Rogers 
Claude Thornhill 
Sons of the Pioneers 
The Three Suns 
Fran Warren 


ALREADY MORE THAN 
2000 TITLES ON “45~ 


New releases out every week! For Boch or boogie . .. 
for show tunes or ballods or wonderful olbums for the 
kids... America’s best listening is now available for the 
system of the future. New complete cotalog out soon. 
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PERPPPPPPA, 


DECCA 





Both on One Record! 


aN 
UU 


with 


i 
WARING 


and 


The 55 Pennsylvanians 
Together for the First 
Time Since the 
‘‘Whiffenpoof Song”’ 


66 "WAY 
BACK 
HOME” 


Coupled with 


“IOWA 
INDIAN 
SONG 


(1-O-Wuh)* 









DECCA 24800 
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1 1 “That Lucky Old Sun” eee > 
ANDREWS SIS (Decca) _ = sew Se 3 8 10 65 
2 5 “1 Can Dream, Can't I” — y > : i 
7 ~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 2 4 4 2 3 1 8 3 61 
3 8 “Don't Cry, Joe” 7 : = 
M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) 5 6 7 l 5 Q 4 10 3 2 54 
4 2 “Slippin’ Around” . 2 — aaianed a | 
~~ ""WIC DAMONE (Mercury) ae ee he 2 1 6 44 
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6 4 “Jealous Heart” _ 
J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 8 9 7 8 [-.s 9 9 32 
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JACK TETER (London) 2 3 17 
10A 15 “Johnson Rag” oo a : + 
D. HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decca)... : a 9 4 7 7 17 
10B 13 “Maybe It's Because” email - 
~ INK SPOTS (Decca) 
1! “You're Breaking My Heart”. oo " > 5 | ee 16 
~ EDDIE HOWARD (Mercury) 
12A 13 “Maybe It’s Because” — 10 = 4 5 eT ee 14 
MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
12B 16 “Someday” - . 3 oe 5 a 14 
: DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
13 12 “Room Full of Roses” cil a 6 —_* ™ 4 12 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
14 15 “4 Long and Sleeptess Night” 8 — 6 a a 8 il 
’ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
15A “Dreamer'’s Holiday” 7 _. 6 — 6 se oe 10 
~ FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
15B 14 “A Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts” 7 i _o _—TaTs 10 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
16A 10 “Now That I Need You” 4 —_ 7 ae a 7 
KENNY ROBERTS (Coral) 
16B 11 “I Never See Maggie Alone” i. - = 8  , 
~~ ANDY & DELLA RUSSELL (Cap) 
16C “Maybe It's Because” woes . a os. " _— 7 
~~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16D 13 “Some Enchanted Evening” fr 2 se ‘ 6 7) 7 
~ EDDIE HOWARD (Mercury) 
16E “Fel Me Whe”............-20.. oe es 4 7 
~ SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
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‘JOHNSON RAG’ PRIMED 
FOR PUSH AS POP | 


“Johnson Rag,” which for years 
has been handled only as an in- 
strumental song, will te plugged 
as a pop by Miller Music as a 
result of Jack Teter’s London label 
recording, which has zoomed into 
the most-requested lists. Teter’s 
recording is the first ever done 
with a vocal and it caused Robbins 
Music, which owns the copyright, 
to move the tune over into Miller 
for an immediate push. 

Other disks will be sought. 


ee ete 


Liggy Elman Band Idea 
Nixed by L.A. Local 47 5 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 


Ziggy Elman’s plan to form an 
18-piece band to play a five-week 
stand at the Palladium here next 
February has been stymied by 
musicians’ Local 47. As one of the 
top Coast radio-network windjam- 
ners he is quotaed and, for that rea- 
son, the union refused to give him 
permission to proceed with the 
project. 

* Understood that the Palladium 
offered $3.000 weekly for the pro- 
posed outfit 








Sues Totem Lodge Resort 
In Song Infringements 


Broadcast Music, Inc. and Peer- 
International Corp. last week filed 
an infringement suit in N. Y. Fed- 
eral court against Totem Lodge, 
resort hotel at Burden Lake, N. Y. 
Action charges some four of the 
plaintiff's tunes were performed 
at various times last summer with- 
out a proper license 





‘It's a Big, Wide Wonderful 
World” as well as three Latino 
numbers were illegally used, ac- 


An in- 
accounting are 


cording to the complaint. 
junction and an 
*sought. 





3 FREE AFM CONCERTS 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ Recording and Transcription 
Fund will finance three free sym- 
phonic concerts at the Brooklyn 
Museum to the tune of $5,000 

Initial concert, with David 
Broekman conducting, is slated for 
Oct. 30. Others will be given Nov. 
27 and Dec. 18, with Dr. Frieder 
Weissman and Leon Barzin baton- 
ing, respectively. 











FRANK WALKER 
WELCOMES YOU TO THE 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


LOS ANGELES 


Sth at Spring St. 


War or peace, we 
always found ac- 
commodations for 
our friends in show 
business. And now 
—as always — you'll 
receive traditional 
Frank Walker serv- 
ice... plus a special 
theatrical rate! 




















On the Upbeat 





(ed Billy Bi 


New York 


Angelo Tomaselli, formerly with 
Carl Fischer jobbing division in 
N. Y., joined Walter Kane’s music 
dispensing house ... Frank Sinatra 
and Dorothy Kirsten do remainder 
of this week's Lucky Strike “Light 
Up Time” shows from N. Y., leav- 
ing for Coast thereafter . Jack 
Lawrence, songwriter turned re- 
cording artist for RCA-Victor's 
Bluebird label, on plugging trip 
for new disks in eastern keys 
Hecky Krasnow is head of Colum- 
bia Records’ children’s disk divi- 
sion, not Ben Selvin, who formerly 
handled it... Sammy Kaye spent 
four days in St. Clare’s hospital, 
N. Y., getting physical checkup. 

. Woody Herman's orchestra and 
Mel Torme go into Bop City next 
Feb. 16... Nellie Lutcher dated 
for Cafe Society Nov. 3. Larry 
Yester Trio going into fourth year 
at Pierce's Cafe, Sherman Oaks, 
Hollywood Marvin Cane, 
Shapiro-Bernstein staffman, and 
Vie Damone driving to Hollywood 
by car. 

Tommy an orchestra succeed- 
p's at Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


. Leonard Feather mc'ing series 


of Tuesday night jazz sessions at 
Cafe Society, N. Y. .. . Philadel- 
phia Disk Jockey Assn. labelled 
Jo Stafford as honorary president. 
. Hal Tunis started new disk 
jockey show on WOR, N. Y. 


Hollywood 


Country Washburne’s orch tran- 
scribing a U. S. Treasury show 
with Curt Massey Kay Kyser 
backstopped Michael Douglas on 
four song numbers over last week- 
end for Columbia Tunes were 
“Altar in the Pines.” “Hush. Lit- 
tle Darlin’,” “I'm Startin’ Sweet- 
heartin’ Again,” “Six Times a 
Week and Twice on Sunday.” 
Tex Beneke orch goes into a musi- 
cal short at Universal-International 
late this month with Will Cowan 
producing and directing. 


Chicago 

Glen Gray set for 
in midwest territory the end of 
October .. . Eddy Howard set for 
Casa Loma ballroom, St. Louis. 
Nov. 4, then to Circle theatre. Indi- 
anapolis, for a week, Nov. 17... 


one-nighters 





Don Reid into Willow country club, 
Wichita, for extended stay until 
Dec. 8... David Le Winter's 
Pump Room stay heads for its 
four-year mark this winter .. . 
Harry Cool into Clover Club, 
Peoria, Oct. 31... Carmen Caval- 
laro, currently at Chicago theatre, 
marks 10th anniversary of his 
orch . . . Al Morgan off on a 13- 
week theatre tour in November, 
doing his Monday night TV show 
wherever he happens to be 


Pittsburgh 


Buddy Lee orch went back into 
Vogue Terrace Monday (24) for 
third engagement there in as many 
months . Jack Walton's band at 
Bill Green's for the Rudy Vallee 
run New Dixieland jazz combo, 
alternating with Deuces Wild at 
Carnival Lounge, consists of Tom- 
my Noll, drummer: Coleman 
Schmidt on trumpet; Freddie Art- 
zenberger, clarinet and tenor sax; 
Joe Wallace, bass, and Ress Hall, 
piano. Latter was until recently 
with Johnny Marino outfit at Copa 

Satisfiers currently at Seventh 
Avenue hotel's Triangle Room, 
with Joan Edwards and Helen For- 
rest set to follow on successive 
weeks Bill Bickel’s Starliters 
Trio, which played all summer at 


the Pines, has gone into the Sham- 
rock Room for a run. 


ae ORIVE-IN GARAGE 














The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS MUSIC 





























JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


JUST YOU, 
JUST ME 


Harmony (1014) 


ARTIE SHAW 


(Robbins Music) 






















































Sings the Hit Song From His Republic Picture “Singin’ Guns” 


Record No. 20-3600 


RCAVICTOR RECORDS 2. 


REA VICTOR DIVISION, RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, WH. J. 






































78 RPM | 45 RPM 
20-3600 : 47-3106 
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é 
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By JULIUS 
(Copyright. Variety 





inc. 


VARIETY 


MATTFELD 


All Rights Reserved) 


legends and other base background information, ettendant to the compilation 


end presentation, appeored in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


tt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact thot this material is copyrighted end may net 


be reproduced either wholly o: in port. 


1934—Continued 


Cocktails tor Two (fiim: Murder 


at the Vanities). w., m., Arthur 
Johnston and Sam Coslow Fam- 
ous Music Corp., cop. 1934 by 
Paramount Productions Music 
Corp assigned 1934 to Famous 
Music Corp 


Don't Let It Bother You (film: 
Gay Divorcee). w., Mack Gordon 


m.. Harry Revel. DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson, Inc., cop. 1934. ‘Suc- 
cessor Pub., Crawford Music) 

Easy Come, Easy Go. w., Edward 
Heyman. m., John W. Green 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1934 

Emaline. w., Mitchell Parish 
m., Frank Perkins Mills Music 
Inc., cop. 1934. 


Fair and Warmer (film: Twenty 
Million Sweethearts). w., Al Du- 
bin. m., Harry Warren. M. Wit- 


mark & Sons, cop. 1934 

Fare Thee Well, Annabelle (film: 
Sweet Music). “ Mort Dixon 
m Allie Wrubel Remick Music 
Corp., cop. 1934 

For All We Know. w., Sam M 
Lewis m., J. Fred Coots Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1934. 

Fun to Be Fooled (Life Begins 
at 8:46). w., Ira Gershwin and 
FE. Y. Harburg. m.. Harold Arlen 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1934 

Good-Night, My Love (film: 
We're Not Dressing) w., Mack 
Gordon 


m., Harry Revel. De- 











FRANKIE LAINE 
“LUCKY OLD SUN” 


ON MERCURY RECORDS 
CURRENTLY 


FAIRMONT HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Than You 




















ANNOUNCING! 
The HIT Song 


from f0th Century -tex's 
om, YOU BEAL TING £ tant” 


| WANT YOU 
TO WANT ME 


(To Want You) 
100% Recorded! 











MILLS MUSIC, INC. - 


1419 Mroadway, New York 19, \._ ¥. 








lienderson, Ineé., 
cop. 1934 by Paramount Produc- 
tions Music Corp.; assigned 1934 
to DeSyiva. Brown & Henderson, 


Sviva. Brown & 


Ine Successor Pub., Crawford 
Musi 

Got the Jitters. w.. Billy Rose 
and Paul Francis Webster m., 
John Jacob Loeb Keit-Engel 
Inc.. cop. 1934. (Successor pub., 
Words & Music). 

Hands Across the Table. w., 
Mitchell Parish. m., Jean Delettre. 
Mills Music, Inc., cop. 1934. 


Eddie DeLange 
Mills Music, Inc., 


Haunting Me. w 
m., Joe Myrow 
cop. 1934 

I Get a Kick Out of You (Any- 


thing Goes). w m., Cole Porter. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1934 

I Only Have Eyes for You (film: 
Dames). w., Al Dubin. m., Harry 
Warren. Remick Music Corp., cop. 
1934 

ill Follow My Secret Heart 
(Conversation Piece). w., m., Noel 
Coward. London: Chappell & Co., 
Ltd.. cop. 1934 

lll String Along With You. 


‘film: Twenty Million Sweethearts). 
w., Al Dubin m., Harry Warren. 
M. Witmark & Sons, cop, 1934. 

if There Is Someone Lovelier 
(Revenge with Music). 
“ Howard Dietz m., Arthur 
Schwartz. Harms, Inc., cop. 1934 

Isle of Capri. w., Jimmy Ken- 


nedy. m.. Will Grosz. T. B. Harms 
Co., cop. 1934 by The Peter Mau- 
rice Music Co., Ltd., London. 


June in January (film: Here Is 
My Heart). w., m., Leo Robin and 
Ralph Rajnger Famous Music 
Corp., cop. 1934 by Paramount 
Productions Music Corp.; assigned 
1934 to Famous Music Corp. 

Let's Talk a Walk Around the 
Block (Life Begins at 8:40). w., 
Ira Gershwin and E. Y. Harburg. 
m.. Harold Arlen. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1934 

Little Man, You’ve Had a Busy 
Day. w., Maurice Sigler and Al 


Hoffman. m., Mabel Wayne. T. B. 
Harms Co., cop. 1934 

Lost in a Fog. w., Dorothy 
Fields. m., Jimmy McHugh. Rob- 
bins Musie Corp., cop. 1934 by 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp.; as- 
signed 1934 to Robbins Music 
Corp. 


Love in Bloom (film: She Loves 


Me Not). w.. m., Leo Robin and 
Ralph Rainger. Famous Music 
Corp., cop. 1934 by Paramount 


Productions Music Corp.; assigned 
1934 to Famous Music Corp. 

Love Thy Neighbor (film: We're 
Not Dressing). w.. Mack Gordon. 
m., Harry Revel. DeSyliva. Brown 
& Henderson, Inc., cop. 1934 by 
Paramount Productions Music 
Corp.; assigned 1934 to DeSylva. 
Brown & Henderson, Inc (Suc- 
cessor Pub.. Crawford Music). 

Mr. and Mrs. Is the Name (film: 
Flirtation Walk). w.. Morton Dixon. 
m., Allie Wrubel. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1934 

The Moon was Yellow. w.. Ed- 
gar Lespie m.. Fred E. Ahlert. 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble. 
Inc. @cop. 1934. ‘(Successor Pub., 
Bregman. Vocco & Conn). 

Moonglow. w., m., Will Hudson, 
Eddie DeLange ,and Irving Mills. 
' Exclusive Publications, Inc., cop. 
1934. 

A Needle in a Hay Stack (film: 
The Gay Divoreee). w., Herb 








Oct. 20—Rotterdame 
21—Rotterdame 
22—Milane 
2!—Milane 
?4—Trieste Teatro 
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5 ARMS 


and His ALL STARS 
CONTINUING LIMITED EUROPEAN TOUR 






25—Torine TVeatre 
Reposi 

26— Roma 
Adiane 

?77—Romsa Teatro 
Adiane 


28— Firenze 
Verdi 

79—WNapeli Teatre 
Merce Dante 

1}—Napoli Teatre 
Merce Dante 


Teatro 


Teatre 


Exclusive DECCA Recording Artists 
LUCKY OLD SUN 


BLUEBERRY HILL “ 
ss 


nesses *S8S8 8888S as s- 


anagement 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745 Sth Ave. Pl. 9-4600 


Chicago 


203 No 





Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd 


Wabash 





‘RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|-— 

































































——— VARIETY |g 
Survey of retail sheet music sg 8 = : & 
ined =| * E . Sie 
sales, based on reports obtaine mle : E 4 
from leading stores in 12 cities $ P e 3 SIE 3 
and showing comparative sales A, oO a 3) = - = , 
rating for this and last week. be = ¢ 2 € § s/f e s < | O 
2 4 s 3 ) O = . = isi # 
£\ oa ee (zi eIE 
oni2zisi%#izialg gS Ele] 5) =A 
. OF islet sis i@ leis /Olal sit 
— "190 | | © ; ° J | -_|s | 
National Week Ending al j 8 & 2 yi | a = eat s £ | Z| . 
Ratin iM |simaielé ‘<i O/B/2Ziclo 
; Oct. 22 sis seg el ei sifisleicis 
. » | wei sis if |e | £igisiée;ss 
ane *if¢ isi iSi*®\ae/8/Fiaeleis!n 
This Last . «6S eie|™= cis = seisieiz 1. 
. . | | - 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher > o 8 s $\8i5\6 a = ‘Se igis 
I 2 “Lucky Old Sun” (Robbins) 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 1 2 1 1 3 114 
2 | “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 3 8 2 2 1 #1 2 9 1 6... | 85 
3 3 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) 2 4 4 8 3 8 100 4 4 4 5 6 
4 4 “Someday” (Duchess) io 3 S$ 3 2 4 3 Ds. 2 64 
5 8 “Hop Scotch Polka” (Cromwell) S .. all 9 2 ! . ~ 35 
“6 6 £=“Enchanted Evening” (W’mson) Part 10 9 5 eo 2 eS r 34 
7 10 “Jealous Heart” (Acuff-Rose). 7 4 8 7 #7 5 6 33 
8 il “I Can Dream, Can't Il’ (Chappell) 2 3 8 8 2 : 32 
i) 5 “Maybe It’s Because” (BVC) 9 6 7 6 9 5 4 31 
10 9 “Slippin’ Around” (Peer-Inter) 8 6 5 10 5 6 10 27 
li 7 “Old Fashioned Walk” (Berlin) 19 6 6 6 7 Y 7 26 
12 i2 “Don’t Cry, Joe” (Harms, Inc.) 6 7 4 6 y 23 
13 13 “Dreamer’s Holiday” (Shapiro-B) 5 5 9 7 7 292 
14 “Now That I Need You” (Famous) er 9 5 8 8 i8 
15 14 “Long, Sleepless Night” (Miller) 5 6 il 
2 
Magidson. m., Con Conrad. You're a Builder Upper (Life “Anything Goes,” “Tobacco 
Harms, Ine., cop. 1934 Begins at 8:40). w., Ira Gershwin Road” and “Valley Forge’ were 
No! No! a Thousand Times No!! and FE. Y. Harburg. m., Harold best legit grossers. 
w.. m., Al Sherman, Al Lewis and Arlen. Harms, Inc., cop. 1934. - 
Abner Silver. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. You're the Top (Anything Goes). 1935 
‘ , . > Inrter ar s > . ‘ . 
1934 pe me Porter. Harms, Inc., About a Quarter to Nine (film: 
The Object of My Affection. w., @°U Oughta Be in Pict _ Go Inte Your Dance). w., Al Du- 
m., Pinky Tomlin, Coy Poe and - fo — a Be in *lctures. W., bin. m., Harry Warren. M. Wit- 
Jimmie Grier. Irving Berlin, Inc., H baseng ve SS Dana Suesse. mark & Sons, cop. 1935. 
cop. 1934. (Suecessor Pub., Bourne, **4°™s, Inc., cop. 1934. (Continued Next Week) 
Inc.). — 


An Old Water Mill. w., M., 
Charles Tobias, Jack Scholl and 
Murray Mencher. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1934 

One Night of Love (film: One 
Night of Love). w., Gus Kahn. m., 
Victor Schertzinger. Irving Berlin, 
Inc.. cop. 1934. (Successer Pub., 
Bourne, Inc.) 

P. S. I Leve You. w.,. Johnny 
Mercer. m., Gordon Jenkins. La 
Salle Music Publishers, Inc., cop. 
1934 

Solitude. w., Eddie DeLange and 
Irving Mills. m., Duke Ellington. 
Milson’s Music Pub. Corp., cop. 
1934. (Successor pub., Mills Music, 
Inc.). 

Song of the Blacksmith. w., Peter 
DeRose and Al Stillman. Famous 
Music Corp., cop. 1934. 

Stand Up and Cheer! (film: 
Stand Up and Cheer!). w., m., Lew 
Brown and Harry Akst. Cleveland: 
Sam Fox Pub. Co., cof 1934 by 
Movietone Music Corp. 

Stars Fell on Alabama. w.. Mit- 
chell Parish. m., Frank Perkins 
Mills Music. Inc., cop. 1934. 

Stay As Sweet As You Are (film: 
College Khythm). w.. Mack Gor- 


don. m., Harry Revel. DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, Inc., cop. 
1934. (Successor Pub., Crawford 
Music) 

Thank You for a Lovely Eve- 
ning. w.. Dorothy Fields. m.. 
Jimmy McHugh Robbins Music 
Corp., cop. 1934 by Metro-Gold- 


wyn-Mayer Corp.: assigned 1934 to 
Robbins Music Corp. 

There Goes My Heart. w.. Benny 
Davis m., Abner Silver. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop, 1934. 


True, w., m., Walter G. Samuels’ 


and Leonard = Whitcup. 
Bros., Inc., ¢ 1934. 
Pub., Santly-Joy). 

Two Cigarettes 
(film: Kill That Story). w.. Paul 
Francis Webster. m., Lew Pollack. 
DeSyiva, Brown & Henderson, 
Inc., cop. 1934. (Successor Pub., 
Crawford Music’). 

The Very Thought of You. w. 
m., Ray Noble M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1934 by Campbell, Con- 
nelly & Co., Ltd. 

Wagon Wheels 


Santly 
(Successor 


(introduced in: 


The New Ziegfeld Follies). w., 
Biily Hill. m., Peter DeRose. Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 
1934 


With My Eyes Wide Open I'm 
Dreaming (film: Shoot the Works). 
w.. m., Mack Gordon and Harry 
tevel. DeSyiva,. Brown & Hender- 
son, Inc.. cop. 1934 by Paramount 
Productions Music Corp., assigned 
1934 to DeSyiva. Brown & Hender- 
son, Inc ‘Successor Pub., Craw- 
ford Music) 

Wonder Bar (film: Wonder Bar). 
w.. Al Dubin m. Harry Warren. 
M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1934 

You and the Night and the Music 
(Revenge with Music). w, Howard 
Dietz. m., Arthur Schwartz. Harms, 
Inc, cop 1934. 


in the Dark) 


President Roosevelt's “fireside 


chats” (began in 1933) were radio 
high spots. 
The birth of the Dionne quin- 


tuplets stirred the U. S.. while in 
pictures Shirley Temple was rapid- 
ly on the upbeat 

More kidnappings occurred. The 
G-men shot and killed John Dil- 
linger. Clyde Barrow and Bonnie 
Parker, his cigar-smoking girl com- 


panion, were shot and killed by 
officers of the law. Charles 
(Pretty Boy) Floyd was shot and 


killed by U. S. officers. 

Max Baer knocked out Primo 
, Carnera in 11 rounds in New York 
to become heavyweight champion. 

Off Asbury Park, N. J., the 
steamer “Morro Castle” caught on 
fire; 122 were dead or missing. 

Dust storms plagued the mid- 
west. 

In Chicago, the Century of Prog- 
ress exposition re-opened for a 
second year’s run. 

Samuel Insull was given a not- 
guilty verdict in the $100,000,000 
mail fraud trial. 

Hill-billy musie 
had another heyday. 

Russian turban hats were fash- 
ionable. 

Money-making films of the year 
included: “I'm No Angel” (Mae 
West), “Judge Priest” ‘(Will 
Rogers), “Dinner at 8” (Marie 
Dressler, John Barrymore, Wallace 


and rhumbas 


Beary, Jean Harlow and Lionel 
Barrymore ' “It Happened One 
Night” (Claudette Colbert and 


Clark Gable), and “The Bowery” 
(Wallace Beery, George Raft and 
Jackie Cooper). 

| The U. S. got its third chain 
broadcasting system—the Mutual 


Broadcasting System. 

Television invented. 

George Gershwin went on tour 
| throughout country conducting 
| popular music concerts. 

Hitler becomes Fuehrer. and 


Dollfuss assassinated by the Nazis 
/in Vienna. 
Italy invades Ethopia. 
Best sellers were 
“Ulysses” and James 
_ “Goodbye, Mr. Chips.” 
Government morals experts were 
mulling question of admission of 
the Czechoslovakian picture. 
“Ecstasy.” Top Hollywood money 
| Stars were Eddie Cantor, Garbo, 
| Dietrich and Norma Shearer. Lead- 
ing film names in radio were 
Katharine Hepburn, Wheeler-Wool- 
sey, Ann Harding and Richard Dix. 
Best liked: radio program were 
Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Burns & 


Joyce's 
Hilton's 


Allen, Amos 'n’ Andy, Eddie Can- | 


tor, Rudy Vallee and Bing Crosby. 

Jack Kapp left Brunswick as 
general recording factotum to 
found Decca Records, Inc. High- 
lights of the past year in music 
were the rhumba craze, filmusi- 
cals, hillbilly mania, odd-rhythmed 
dance tunes and attempts to bring 
back the waltz. “Object of My Af- 
' fection” was tune of the year. 








FOREVER 
AND EVER 


recorded by 


FRAN ALLISON Rondo 
HELEN CARROLL 
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GRACIE FIELDS ....... 
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RCA Victor 
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DINAH SHORE Columbia 
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Package Shows Solving Budget 


Problems 


Boston Oct. 25. + 


More cafe owners are looking to 
nitery packages to solve their 


talent budget problems. They're 
veering to ideas from other fields. 


Eddie Meister, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, is looking to video 
ideas to perk biz at his spot. He's 
negotiating with Max Liebman, 
who produced the “Admiral Broad- 
way Revue.” run on the NBC tele 
network last season, to produce a 
show at the LQ. It would run fo! 
four weeks, after which it would 
be taken on the road under direc- 
tion of N. Y. agent Nick Agneta 
and Meister, with ownership of the 
stanza retained by Liebman. Deal 
is expected to be closed this week. 


It's probable that Liebman, 
Meister and Agneta will build the 
parlay around standard acts and 
a line, with backbone of layout to 
be sketches authored by Liebman. 

Cafe owners’ problem these days, 
it's felt, is difficulty in getting 
names that will draw. Hub cafe has 
long used top acts but found that 
many even in the $3,000 weekly 
category aren't pulling as well as 
in former years. Consequently, 
they're looking for fresh exploita- 
tion pegs, and believe that Lieb- 
man’s video rep wiiil suppiy the an- 
swe Cost of the unit hasn't yet 
been disclosed and will depend on 
the acts selected. 


This unit idea has already 
worked out successfully for the 
Harold Minsky nitery package 
which has been hitting top takes in 
Saratoga, Cincinnati, and currently 
at the Carousel (ex-Rio Cabana), 
Chicago. Unit is selling the Min- 
sky name as well as burlesque type 
shows 

Another extension’ of the pack- 
age booking system in cafes may 
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ORIGINAL XMAS CARDS 
*® Designed Especially for You. 


Phete of you. wife, child, pet, act 
er what have you worked inte the de- 
«lgn 

Just send photos, a rough sketch or 
description and teave it to me. 


100 CARDS FOR $28.00 








300 i. ™ 32.00 
500 es ” 45.00 
1000 ” - 65.00 


@ Priee« include Artwork, Printing, 

Pnvelopes 

@ Terms: 85 with order. Bal. €.0.D 

@ Art Studio: FRANK J. RINCIAKI 
166 leorest Read 

tilen Bock, New Jersey 





SAMPLES ON REQUEST 

















for Bistro Circuit 


| 
come when Lou Walters takes over 
the Earl Carroll Theatre-Restau- 
rant, Hollywood. Walters, opera- 
tor of the Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
may shuttle production ideas be- 
tween both coasts. 


AGVA Tossing Huge 
Benefit for Insurance 
Fund in Hollywood 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists will start a series of seven 
benefit shows here Dec. 2, to help 
underwrite first-year premium pay- 
ments on the $500 death benefits to 
be paid to AGVA members’ estates. 
Talent, performing free, includes | 
Abbott & Costello, Jack Carson, 
Bob Alda, Dinah Shore, Dennis 
Day, Mel Torme, Frankie Laine, 
George Jessel, Three Stooges, 
Peggy Lee, Ann Blyth, Andy and 
Della Russell, Dan Dailey, Red 
Skelton, Bob Hope, Connie Haines, 
Allen Jones, Rudy Vallee, Kenny 
Baker and Art Linkletter. 

Charles Skouras is giving the 
Guild Theatre to AGVA for the 
week, dropping pix while the shows 
go on. IATSE has told AGVA it 
would give “full cooperation” and 
Eddie Rio, coast chief for the vaude 
artists’ union, thinks that means 
stagehands will work for free. He 
hasn't yet approached the Musi- 
cians union. 


VAUDE OPENINGS PUT 
UP AT BRANDT HOUSES 


Opening of vaude shows at the 
Brandt Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn. 
and the Windsor, Bronx, has been 
advanced to Friday (28). Original- 
ly, vaude was slated to tee off at 
the Flatbush Nov. 4, but failing 
grosses of the legit policy forced 
earlier vaude start. 











Each house will play Friday, Sat- 
urday and Sunday with shows 
starting out at the Flatbush and 
playing the following week at the 
Windsor Layoff has been light- 
ened by the Astoria theatre, As- 
toria, L. 1., coming in to play the 
same shows Mondays and Tues- 
days. Latter house is part of the 
Skouras circuit. 


| disk jockey. 


‘College Inn’ Preem Set 
For Byfield’s 40th Anni 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 


Cafes Tightening Up on Talent Budgets: 


conte mm Sut... Few Spots Left for High-Bracket Acts 


off in the College Inn of the Hotel 
Sherman Nov. 1, will commem- 
orate Ernest Byfield’s 40th year in | 
entertainment biz, besides review- 
ing history of the historic cafe. As 
result Byfield and Frank Bering, 
co-owners of the Sherman and Am- 
bassador hotels, announced they 
will turn over entire gross of one 
eve per month of “College Inn 


| 
| 


| Story” to theatrical charities. 


New show will retain lighting 
techniques and contrasts Byfield 
originated in his “Salute” series 
and will feature a group of tal- 
ented unknowns recruited by By- 
field and Gloria Safier in New 
York 

Les Weintrott will produce. 


TEENAGE NITERY IDEA 
SPREADING IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. | 


The teenagers’ nitery idea, which | 
clicked on its intro in northeast 
Philadelphia about a month ago, is 
spreading over the area. George 
Siemion launched the plan here 
with a “superduper” soda bar and 
name acts such as the Four Tunes, 
Bob Bon, etc., and is now facing 
rivals. 

West Philly will get a new and 
elaborate teenage cabaret next 
month, with the opening of the 17- 
Teen Club in a spot formerly oc- 
cupied by a private club. Another 
new juve cafe is the Teen & Twen- 
ty Club, in suburban Oaklyn, N. J., 
operated by Mike Guerra, Camden 
The club, formerly, 
the Dancette Ballroom, will fea- 
ture Harold Uber’s orch two nights 
a week, and play a juke for the} 
dancers on other nights. 


N.Y. Glass Hat Will Run 
As Eatery, Sans Shows 


The Glass Hat of the Belmont 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., will dispense 
with entertainment activities next 
Saturday (29) and operate as a 
straight eatery. Lease on the spot 
was recently taken over by Wil- 
liam Lowenstein, who runs a chain 
of class eateries in New York. In- 
cluded are Monte’s-on-the-Park and 
the Hyde Park restaurants. Glass 
Hat is expected to be rechristened 
Monte’s-on-Lexington. 

With takeover of the lease.nitery 
dropped floorshows, but retained 





| 





the Eddie Stone orch until trans- | 


fer of the liquor license came 
through this week. 
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Currently—COPLEY PLAZA, Boston 


Thanks to ARK! YAVENSONNE 


end —"54th ST. REVUE,” CBS-TV 


Thanks to BARRY WOOD 


J4t Concluded—PALMER HOUSE, Chicago 


Thanks to MERRIEL ABBOTT 
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RECENT ENGAGEMENTS 
PIERRE HOTEL, New York 


“MAKE MINE MANHATTAN" 
ADMIRAL TY REVUE 


CLOVER 
“CALL ME MISTER" 





CLUB, Miami 
AMSTERDAM TY SHOW 
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Danny Thomas’ Fla. Date 
Danny Thomas has been signed 
for La Boheme, Hallandale, Fla., 
starting Jan. 21. Other performer 
signed for that spot is Tony Mar- 
tin, whose opening date isn't set. 
One more headliner is still to 
be set to round out the spot’s at- 
traction needs for the season. 


Pres. Truman’s Pitch For 
Higher Taxes Seen Kayoing 
Chances of Nitery Tax Cut 


Washington, Oct. 25. 

Likelihood of an early cut in the 
20° admissions tax and the 20% 
bite on nitery tabs paled here last 
week when President Truman an- 
nounced he will seek higher taxes 
when Congress returns in Janu- 
ary. Country is facing a $5.000.- 


000,000 to $7,000,000,000 deficit 
for the current fiscal yea 
Congress had hoped to shave 


the wartime excises in 1950. which 
is an election year. Unwritten un- 
derstanding was that the admis- 
sions tax would drop to 10°. and 
that the nitery tax might also fall 
to that rate 

However. there remains a pos- 
sibility that if Congress should 
tilt the corporation brackets, in- 
crease some personal income 
brackets, and otherwise change the 
taxes, it would still provide excise 
cuts in certain cases 


ITALO VAUDERS MAP 
WAR ON GOVT. CENSORS 


Rome. Oct. 25. 

A committee composed of va- 
riety artisis and comedians was 
formed here last week to protest 
against the strict gcvernment cen- 
sorship being levied on vaudeville 
performances. Headed by comic 
Nino Taranto, the committee, in- 
cluding such stars as Dante Mag- 
gio, Romolo Blazanti and Vincenzo 
Forlani, charged that the govern- 
ment’s red pencilling of their 


scripts left their shows void of 
gags. 
Regular police checkups keep 


the performers bound to the script 
passed by the censor and prevents 
them from using any new material 
| under penalty of a fine. The feud 
| between the government and the 
variety performers has been going 
on for a year, with censorship get- 
| ting tougher as the 1950 Holy Year 
approaches. 


Later’s Coast Trek 

Ken Later. N. Y. talent agent, is 
currently on the Coast to make re- 
ciprocal deals for talent represen- 
tation with western ageruts. 

Later, who recently resigned 
from the William Morris agency, 
will make stopovers in San Fran- 
ry ¥ Chicago before returning 
> o we 





+ Talent agencies are becoming 


|alarmed at the tightening up of 
,the number of nitery outlets for 
/name entertainers in the $3,000 
|}and up class. Number of cafes has 
been dwindling steadily to the 
| point where the agencies have only 
‘a handful of spots that can bear 
the financial burden of the upper 
bracket performers 

Situation is most pronounced in 
New York. It’s difficult to book a 
high-priced act here. The Latin 
Quarter and the Copacabana. are 
probably the last of the large cafes 
that are still interested in buving 
expensive headliners. Spots such 
as the Versailles are interested 
mainly in Continental acts. The 
more prosperous intimeries oper- 
ate with small talent budgets. Bop 
City doesn’t use regulation acts 
and the Diamond Horseshoe uses 
low budgeted turns. 

Chicago and Las Vegas are cur- 
rently more important than New 
York as outlets for the expensive 
talent. Miami Beach. in season. 
also uses more name acts than 


(Continued on page 68) 


INTERSTATE BOOKING — 
1 SERIES OF VAUDERS 


The Interstate circuit in Texas 
will book a second series of seven- 
act vaude shows to play six weeks 
in the area, starting Dec. 29. 
Charles Freeman, talent booker 
for the circuit. arrived in New 
| York late last week to line up the 
acts. Interstate recently booked 
its first vaude show since 1935 and 
found the respense heavy. Other 
houses, including the Malco. Mem- 
phis, booked the same show off 
the Interstate time 

Interstate houses that will use 
the shows: include San Antonio 
Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth and 
Tulsa. 











RUTH WALLIS 






TH ZEPHYR ROOM 
WK. CHAPMAN PARK HOTEL 


LOS ANGELES 

















WALLY OVERMAN 


AMERICA’S FINEST NOVELTY 
Currently showing 
CLOVER CLUB, Portland, Ore. 
Ort. St-Nev. 6 


Dir.: EDDIE SMITH, N. ¥. ©. 
SAM KOBRERTS, Chicnge 
Thanks, 40F DANIELS 














TALENT PREVIEWS EVERY 
SUNDAY NITE 


BLUE ANGEL 


152 E. 55th Se. © PL 3-5998 









































TO WHOM IT MAY 


A 


CONCERN: 


WARNING! 





The ROLLER DERBY, has been a sport since August in 


1935 and presented in every 
Roller Derby Associates who 


major city since that time by 
issue the following warning: 


The Roller Derby Associates control all rights to the name 
“Roller Derby" and other fundamental properties associated 
with the sport. Anyone using the name “ROLLER DERBY" 
or other fundamental properties associated with the sport 


without the written consent 
here in the United States 


of Roller Derby Associates 
or any other country will 


be prosecuted to the full extent of the law. 


NEW YORK 


Legal Advisor: 
SOL ROSENBLATT 
630 Sth Ave., N.Y.C. 


UNDER SUPERVISION OF 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


CHICAGO 





LOS ANGELES 


Roller Derby 
Room No. 205 
Madison Square Garden 
304 West 50th Street 
New York, New York 


SEEN EXCLUSIVELY ON 
A.B.Cu«TV NETWORK 


Associates 
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Hilton Hotel Chain's $2,000,000 Budget 
Gives Yr's. Work to Top Acts, Bands 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

With the acquisition of the N. Y. 
Waldorf-Astoria last week by the 
Hilton Hotels, Merrie! Abbott, en- 
tertainment director, emerges as 
the largest buyer of top talent for 
hotel rooms in the country 

In addition to the Waldorf 
Astoria, Hilton chain is opening the 
Caribe in Puerto Rico on Dec. 9, 
with talent and bands slanted to- 


ward the Latin idiom Possible 
starter may be Xavier Cugat’s orch, 


but deal isn’t definitely set. In the 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., five bands are 
used in addition to name talent in 
the Persian room and Miss Abbott 
Maria Neglia 


is introducing vio 
linist in the Rendevous room, in 
addition to a musical group. The 


Roosevelt, N. Y., alternates between 
Guy Lombardo and Lawrence Welk 
orchs for musical fare, but the 
Mayflower in Washington uses a 
top flight act in addition to a band. 

In Chicago, the Palmer House 
uses top-drawer names plus a Mer- 
riel Abbott line and orch. At the 
Stevens, Boulevard Room reverted 
to ice shows a year ago and has 
been averaging 3.500 covers per 
week, most being drawn from con- 
ventioneers who pack the room 
nightly. In January Arnold Shoda 
headiiner of the Roxy theatre 
N. Y., ice revue joius ine 
along with other Roxy skaters 
Here Frankie Masters has been the 
maestro for over a year. The Town 
House, Beverly Hills, Cal.: Dayton 


show 


Biltmore, Dayton, O. and the 
Deshler - Wallick, Columbus ©... 
only non-Hilton hotel in the book- 


ing setup, all use bands 
While certain spots switch talent 


consistently. Miss Abbott sticks 
mostly to standards. Such names 
as Hildegarde play the Empire 


Room and the Persian Room regu- 
larly as does Dorothy Shay at the 


- Waldorf-Astoria 


'Empire and Waldorf, and Liberace 
at the Empire. In addition, the De- 
Marcos play the Empire and the 
Waldorf. Last year the hotels used 
more imports than any single 
talent buyer other than Ringling 
Bros. Circus. 

The estimated budget 
Palmer House is a 
$4.000 weekly with Hildegarde 
getting as high as $7,500 The 
Stevens ice show runs about $6,000 
weekly with 
hitting about $500,000 to $600,000 
yearly. Plaza’s talent bill equals 
that of the Chi rooms and Wash- 
ington’s is slightly less due to the 
using of only one top act Not 
figuring small orchs used in other 
than the main room, talent and 
orch budget for the chain tops $2.- 
000,000 annually. With the Caribe 
venture, which expects to hit pay 
dirt via casino operation and the 
added, budget 
should hit over the $3,000,000 mark 
Board of directors here announced 
that four more hostelries would be 
built in the near future. Whether 
or not these spots would have en- 
tertainment is still conjectural but 
it is likely that new locations will 
have some form of talent. Oak- 


(Continued on page 68) 


for the 
minimum of 


cambined talent 


Pepper’s Dallas Nitery 
Dallas, Oct. 25 
Jack Pepper opens his new night 
club here, Thursday (27). He has 
taken over the former downtown 
Night Spot and will rename it Jack 
Pepper's Show Time 
Three acts and an _ orchestra 
have been booked for opening show 
Latter are with Den Moore band 


with Betty Jane Smith as vocalist 
Millie Davis, Tommy Mack and 
George Chatterton. Pepper will 
emcee the shows. 
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My sincere thanks to HARRY MAYER of Warner Bros. 
and HARRY ANGER of G.A.C. for being so helpful 
in launching the careers of LEO DE LYON, SONNY 


RALPH YOUNG 


Currently Appearing at the 


STRAND, New York 


A special vote of thanks to MAL BRAVEMAN and 
KAY NORTON for a wonderful press. 


Jack Talon 
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AFM RAIDS AGVA 
ON WEST COAST 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 

First AFM raid against AGVA ‘n 
western territory has taken place 
at Denver, 
who is working a club there, noti- 
fied by a roving rep of James C. 
Petrillo to quit the vaude union. 
Performer plays self-accompani- 
ment on the piano while she sings 
and has long been a member of 
both unions 

Thus far, Eddie Rio, Coast chief 
for American Guild of Variety 
Artists, has found no strategy as a 
counter-move against the raid. He 
has Newes..Barta, National 
exec secretary of AGVA, permis- 
sion to make some kind of retalia- 
tion, but he hasn't divulged the na- 
ture of his plans 


wired 


Yank Showgirl Reports 
Life Can Be $-Less But 


Never Dull on Riviera 
Europe, especially France, is 
wide open for any U. S. performer 
who doesn't think that American 
money everything. Continental 
managers and producers, currently 
short of hard dollars, are dangling 


is 


the bait of “a glorious European 
vacation” paid in full in exchange 
for nitery and music hall bookings 


abroad That invitation being 
extended all U. S. performers, 
from leads to line girls 


iS 


to 


One of six girls booked by the 
William Morris office to appear at 
the summer gala of the Monte 


Carlo Sporting Club, Fran Keegan, 


a model and video bit actress, re- 
cently returned from abroad on 
such a deal, saying “I’m not any 
richer but it was worth it Miss 


Keegan and the other gals, between 
appearances at the club, went on 
the town in Continental style, mix 


ing with the haute monde and 
show biz celebs crowding the 
French Riviera. It was a toujour 
gai round of the gambling tables, 
cafes and beaches where they 
rubbed shoulders with the active 
nobility and unemployed royalty. 


It was topped off by a whirlwind 
tour of Paris where the American 
gals had the chance to blow their 
last unremittable franc before leav- 


ing for America. 

Monte Carlo, once the play- 
ground for the elite, has changed 
into a quiet resting place, with 


nearby Cannes taking over as the 
most populated spot on the Riviera 
Nobody, according to Miss Keegan, 
knows why the switch was made, 
but Cannes is booming with the 
carriage trade. In a move to re- 
verse the fashion, the Monte Carlo 
promoters are trying to lure back 
the clientele with showmanship 
productions for which the 
American gals were hired. 

The vacation deal for American 


‘performers is open all year round 


in France. Monte Carlo stages two 
eight-week galas in both summer 
and winter while the Parisian cafes 
are angling for American talent 10 


months out of the year. A group 
of U. S. acts have practically 
settled down in France with the 


prospect of piaying for franes for 
an indefinite period to come. 
though the revival of vaude in the 
UL. S. has cut down show biz un 
employment, there are still plenty 


of acts at liberty, according to the 
European pitch, who can earn 
handsome bed and board on the 


Continent. 











Basin Street Blues 

* New Orleans, Oct. 25. 

Operators of the Bourbon 
street, New Orleans, bistros 
are playing all angles to entice 
business. One spot has a per- 
former billing himself as “The 
original Al Jolson imitator.” 
The pub next door has a gal 


who strips under water in a 
tank. Carrie Finnell and 
Stepin Fetchit also provide 


further novelty in that area. 
But business is still off. 


| 


with Nan Blakstone, | 


| cial 


Al-® 


Judge Flays Both AGVA, AFM In 
~ Verdict Denying Vauders’ Injunction 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians both took a judi- 
beating Monday (24) when 


Justice Samuel H. Hofstadter in 


N. Y. supreme court, handed down | 


a decision denying AGVA's plea 
for a temporary injunction against 


the AFM in their jurisdictional 
tangle. AGVA seeks to restrain 
AFM from interfering in the pet 
former union's contractual obliga 
vigns Of it8 membership with em 
ployers and talent agencies 
Justice Hofstadter blasted both 
unions for failure to get togethe 
and settle the dispute amicably) 
Court stated “It is deplorable 
that these unions cannot speedily 


compose their differences and thus 
spare their members the hardships 
to which the existing impasse sub 
jects them. The inability to come 


to terms is all the more unfortu 
nate since a trial may serve only 
to establish that this struggle 
for power—is merely an incident 
in our complex econo. 
which must run its course an | 
which the law offers no reai  olu 
tion. It is not at all clear that 
even if the court should determine 
that some relief is warranted in 
law. the remedy it fashioned would 
prove an effective cure Though 
the situation is unfortunate, the 
uncertainty of the outcome of the 
action forbids the issuance of a 
temporary injunction. but an earls 
trial is indicated and the case is 
accordingly set down for Nov. 9 
Court also declared An injune 
tion now would in effect give the 
plaintiffs (AGVA the relief to 
which thev mav anally be entitled 
in court. In view of the sharp dif 
ferences raised by conflicting af 
fidavits and the need for a defini 
tive resolution of those issues be 
fore the question of. law can be 


determined, it would be an im 


| provident exercise of discretion to 
_grant an injunction at this junc- 


ture. What stands out most forci- 
bly in this situation is that the 
actors and musicians have become 
victims of the controversy and are 
the parties actually aggrieved. As 


each of the unions contends for 
supremacy in the domain over 
which it asserts jurisdiction, the 
performers in whose interest the 


being waged 


battle is presumably 
and 


are ground between the uppet 
nether millstone.” 

Battle stems from dispute be- 
tween AGVA on AFM on jurisdic- 
tion over bandleaders who pertorm 
chores and sing, and acts 
which use musical instruments as 
part of their act. AGVA claims 
that it has the right to govern 
them, but those affected may be- 
long to both unions. AFM contends 
they are under AFM's exclusive 
jurisdiction. 

AGVA had been attempting to 
get together with AFM head James 
C. Petrillo, but the latter declared 
that he would not meet with AGVA 


emcee 


uniess the performer union re- 
funded $50 initiation fee taken 
from bandleader Lee Norman, who 
emceed the shows at the Regent 


theatre, in New York’s Harlem. 
AFM subsequently pulled the band 
from that house heen 
live entertainment since 


there's 


there 


and 


no 


Che Norman situation brought the 
current fracas into focus 
F&M’s Tab Legits 
Hollywood, Oct. 25 


Fanchon & Marco is working on 
plans to send out three tabloid ver- 


sions of standard shows, “Merry 
Widow,” ‘“Rose-Marie” and Fire- 
fly 


If plans jell, “Widow” will open 
at Paramount theatre, downtown, 
Nov. 24. 








Chicege—SAM ROBERTS 








Tops in Dazzling Thrill-A-Batricks 
Currently ROXY, New York 


Just Concluded EARLE, Philadelphia 


Philadelphia Enquirer says, “The Longs fill closing spot edequotely. 
Stunts are phenomenal. Fiash finish.” 


——Direction—— 


Mew York—MILES INGALLS 


























COMEDY MATERIAL 


For all branches of theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Bhow-Biz Gag file’ 
@ Now 1 thre 35 @ 81.00 en. @ 


(ORDER IN SEQUENCE ONLY) 
SPECIAL: First 13 files for 810 
All 35 files for $30 
8&8 Bke PARODIES. per book 810 
MINSTREL BUDGET th 
HUMORKR-DOK FOR EMCEESR 25 
& BLACKOUT BRKS., ea. bk. 25 
—er all 3 diff, Vols. for 850 — 

“HOW TO MASTER THE 
CEREMONIES” 
— (Reissue) $2.00 per copy — 


Ne C.0.D.'s 
PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St.. Dept. V, N.V.C. 19 
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Schwartz Offers Foreign Acts 14 Weeks 
In Move to Bolster RKO Circuit 


So! A. Schwartz, RKO veepee in 
charge of theatres. 


London. Oct. 25 ferring with agents 


for a tour of the RKO circuit 
Schwartz 


is offering acts 


Several turns 
have been reported getting offers 


is seeking to bolster 


in this country a 1l4-week UL. 5S ad 
route. Schwartz, currently on a the supply of lt S a wey 
Continental tour, has been taking the Palace theatre, N_ Y¥., P us 
in local vaudeville shows and con- RKO houses in other cities Chain 

is having difficulty in finding a 


fo 


ali 


Johnson, state director of labor and 


Wash. State Pay Scale 


\ 65c-an-houl 


ical and recreational businesses 


in Washington state, 
28 


sufficient number of quality acts t 
work within the Palace budget 
Schwartz has told agencies tha 


seattle. Oct. 25 
Seattle . , house, rest of the circuit 
anteed 


Exec 


minimum ware 


women employed in the the 


made a brief stopover 


effective Nov 


Continent He’s expected back ir 
announced b , M . I 


has been the U. S. Oct. 30 


industries 


of 
ployed in the 


New ruling also sets a minimum 


Fourth Palace Unit Set 


hour for minors em 
industries 


50c an 










WE DELVE WHAT WE ADVERTISE’ 


RKO Pala 


GEN Be Nov. 3 sooked for this 


eland 


package 


) 


I 


if an act registers at the New York 
Is RUAT- 


in England prior to going to the 


} 


For Cleve. Opening Nov. 3 


roadshow 


ae, Fourth : alace ro: 
— = uinE HIGH > unit is set to open in Cle 


| 


GLOSSY PHOTOS fa.i are Vince and Gloria Haydock 
Carlton Emmy) Three Arnauts 
; od . Charles “Slim” Timblin, Anthon 
Sone sere Allvn & Hodge. Pat Henning and 
m . * TRAS the Herzogs. One act is still te 
24-WOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST —_ 

1 $55 per 108 

2 stuns a7) Slew Oe - Poh ” non | Route calls for Chicago to fol 


Mounted Enlargements 30x40 43 85 ; low Cleveiand, with othe: 
(No Negative Charge on 2 or more) being Davenport. Cedar 





Rapids 


Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whose Minneapolis, Sioux City, Kansas 
_ Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers City, Dayton, Columbus, Roches 
Plaza 1.9233 ter, Syracuse and Boston. All are 






1 Coprber 


roloK ra hers 


ads ef og} 7 full-week stops except Davenport 
which is four days: Cedar Rapids 


three days, 


and Columbus, four 











Dear Sam, 


Just because | had no ad in. Variety don’t 
imagine I’m laying off. | just finished a split 
fortnight at the Olympia in Miami and the Capi- 
tol in Washington, D. C., and lookie: 


6-B THEMIAMIHERALD Thursday, October 6, 1949 





On With The 


AAU 


By GEORGE BOURKE 














“This week's stage bill at the Olympia is sort of a light-hearted 
and festive one all the way up te the closing stint of Jay Marshall. 
who bilis himself as a magician, but who in truth is everything 
between a ventriloquist and a very polished and suave monologist. 


“Jay also doubles as emcee and manages to Make of the pro- 
ceedings an affair which well might be called Jay Marshall's 
House Party—it's that wondertul.” 


And in the October 14th Washington Post: 


Vaudeville 


By Orval Hopkins 

cor*VlEY BROUGHT big-time vaude- . 

Dviite back to the Capitol Theatre 
yesterday and it’s a nice idea, I’m sure. 

“The ‘8 Big Acts 8 are headed by 
Jay Marshall, who is a pretty funny 
guy. Marshall does a few tricks with 
accomplished magicianship which he 
salts with self-deprecatory remarks. 
He had a good-sized house thoroughly 
enjoying itself.” 


This week ! am at the LATIN QUARTER in Boston, 
whence comes this word of advice: “Don’t pay your 
agent his commission and he will keep you working 
to collect.” | owe it all to Mark J. Leddy and Leon 
Newman, 48 West 48th Street, New York 19. 


Best wishes, 


Jay Marshall 





a 




















| 
















Hilton Hotel 


——-——-_{‘ontinued from page 87 


land. Cal.: Portland, Oregon; Dal- 
las. and New Orleans are the cities 
where new hotels will be erected 
in 1950. 

Although the Waldorf-Astoria 
policy of one show nightly has 
been successful, it may be changed 
for two shows nightly. However, 
this would conflict with the Plaza, 
whieh has had booking trouble in 
the past due to both spots going 
after the same acts No definite 
policy has been set as yet 

With all these bookings. Miss 
Abbott can offer a year’s work to 
orchestras and almost as much 
playing time to acts. Holding such 
a whip. it’s inevitable that bistros 
in towns having Hilton hotels will 
find it much harder to get top acts 
since thev would undoubtedly 
rather work the Hilton circuit. In 
addition. on most dates, rooms for 
the talent are included. However 
many nightclub personalities are 
not suitable for spotting in the Hil- 
ton locations. 








Cafes Tightening | 


ae, continued from page 66 





New York, and while Florida op 
erators are holding off on the book- 
ings of headliners. the percenters 
fear that in the future they'll have 
2 probiem in keeping the 
salaried acts continually, 
Honeymoon Is Over 

At the same time, the agencies 
note that many e@afes are veering 
to lower priced acts when compe- 
tition is not so keen. The Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., isn’t booking the 
upper-crust names at the moment 
The Club Charles, Baltimore. also 
eliminated top price attractions as 
soon aS an agreement with its 
chief competitor, the Chanticleer 
was made. Miami Beach spots are 
expected to use only one head- 
liner per show as against three of 
last vear. 

Most cafemen have been com- 
plaining that the same faces have 
been making the rounds and they'd 
like an occasional infusion of fresh 
talent. As it is, some headliners 
ire having trouble getting a New 
York cafe spot, which is felt to be 
necessary if they’re to stay on top 
The billing direct from an impor- 
tant New York nitery is consid- 
ered an asset. 

The Hollywood situation isn't 
much better. Improvement ma: 
come when sale of the Earl Car 
roll Theatre Restaurant to Lou 
Walters, of the N. Y. Latin Quar- 
ter. is consummated. However 
Walters will most likely run the 
spot with comparatively inexpen- 
sive performers. 

The fewer cafes interested in 
names is also a handicap in main- 
taining peak salaries. With fewer 
spots, competition isn't as keen as 
in former years. 


upper 


booked 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y.. Oct. 25 

Arthur (IATSE) Perry. new ar- 
rival from Cleveland, all agog over 
surprise visit from the Ear! Bakers. 
his frau, and Jean Benton 

Colony to hold its first beauty 
contest. winner to be crowned 
“Miss Saranac.” Benny Ressler 
has been appointed chairman of 
the judging committee 

\be Zayon, of the Philadelphia 
Warner office, in to visit Robert 
Pasqugle, who is skedded for a 
maior operation. 

Charlie Kaufhold has M\astered 
three operations and showing good 
progress. 

Rufus (IATSE) Weathers, after a 
vear of infirmary routine, got his 
first out-ofthe-san pass for a 
downtown trip and what a thril! 

Joseph LaPierre (Bucky Stone). 
has taken over the Melody Grill 
and Marks’ Tavern. 

Margie Regan, from N. Y. C. 
ifter a 10-day furlough. her first 
trip there in five years. 

Ted Caumont all pepped up 
over surprise visit from Joseph L. 
Melody, who shot in from N. Y. C. 

John Lake, radio announcer. in 
from Hollywood for rest and ob- 
servation. 

Sam Trincher, general manager 
of the Legendre Theatre Circuit. 
Charlotte, N. C.. motored in to 
visit Henrietta Allan. who's flash- 
ing good clinic reports 

Ted Hooper and Sam Kelley 
RKO) upped for meals 

The A. M, Heinriches in from 
Cleveland to bedside chat with 
Mary Lou Weaver. . 

Birthday greetings are in order 
‘o Ben Schaffer and Dolly Gal- 
‘agher 


or ee rn errwewwerweerd, iE, we soon. whe, ace JIL... 







HAYMES CANCELS ON 


COAST DUE TO ILLNESS 


» Hollywood, Oct. 

Dick Haymes finally was _ Tes 
by his virus infection and had to 
bow out of the Cocoanut Grove 
afier three weeks of a four-week 
engagement. His doctor has or- 
dered him to remain inactive, ex- 
cept for his radio show, Campbell's 
“Club 15.” 

Vocalist collapsed during his 
second week at the Grove and was 
out for one night. During the 
third week he missed three shows 
dve to illness. Everett West is 
filling Haymes’ spot during the 
final week Sportsmen also have 
been added to the bill 

Car! Brisson comes in Noy. 1. 


‘Vaude Victory’ Dinner 


Slated by NVA Nov. 18 


Current vaude_ revival has 
sparked the National Variety 
Artists to toss a “Vaudeville Vic- 


tory Dinner” in the Belvedere 
Room of the Hotel Astor, N. Y., Fri- 


day evening. Nov. 18. Organiza 


social and welfare club 
of vaude and nitery per- 
having come into exist 
ence some years ago when the for- 
mer National Vaudeville Artists 
founded by the late E. F. Aibee 
head of the Keith-Albee Circuit 
was liquidated and its former club- 
house put on the block. Latter is 
currently operating as the Hote! 
Sharon, N. Y. 

Sharing the honors at the dinner 
will be Lou Handin, attorney and 
13-year prexy of the NVA, who will 
be guest of honor. Harry Hersh- 
field will emcee the shindig and 
reps of American Guild of Variety 
Artists and other allied talent 
unions will attend. Lester Rose is 
chairman of the affair. 


tion is the 
in N. Y. 


formers 


{Court Mulling Four 
Bids for Carroll 
Nitery Takeover 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 
Four bids for the purchase of 


the Earl Carroll theatre restaurant 
caused Judge Newcomb Condee in 
Probate Court to hold the bidding 
ever beyond the weekend. They 
will be resumed tomorrow morn- 
ing (26), over objections by coun- 
sel for Lou Walters and FE. M. 
Loew, who put in the original bid 
guaranteeing the Carroll estate 
$75,000 a vear for 10 years against 
5° of the gross. 


Other bidders are Gene Mana, 
operator of the Greek theatre; 
Herman Hover. nitery operator, 


and Mae Allen Humphreys, repre 
senting an eastern syndicate. The, 
all want to take over soon enough 
to capitalize on the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holiday trade. 








Jackie Kannon? 


9 MONTHS IN ONE SPOT 
AS COMEDY HEADLINER? 


This Boy Is Great! 
CLUB GAY HAVEN 


DETRO!T 





Thanks To: 
PETE IODICE & JOHN ANTHONY 











YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Trevel 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
man Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 

















FRANK QUINN, N. Y. Daily Mirror: 
“A wit with @ variety of amusing 
comedy .. . all a-sparkle with orig- 
inolity."’ 


ao © a= 
BILLBOARD: “The lad is a nervy, 
brash fast-line thrower with better 


thar average possibilities.” 
Bill Smith. 


VARIETY: “ . . . affable, versatile 


young comic... has good presence, 
nice looks, knows how to dance and 


play the pieno and has a neat sense 
of timing . . . Has talent.” 
Herm. 


Thanks, BENNY GOODMAN, 


Roxy Theatre. 


HERKIE 





your band and engagements at the Palladium, London, 
and Roxy, New York City (just completed). 


Thanks, A. J. Balaban, Sammy Rauch, and the entire staff, 


“America's Fastest Rising Comic Personality" 








for eight great months with 


STYLES 








are invited to anbmit Acts and Attractions for booking at 


» ORPHEUM THEATRE. LOS ANGELES 
» ORPHEUM THEATRE. OAKLAND 


0 BILL ICILWAIN 


720 Orpheum Tisstre Widg046 &. Broadway, tos Angris I, Cull, Mchigun 6272 





TORONTO, 





~ MAXINE SULLIVAN | 


CURRENTLY 
CLUB NORMAN 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


JACK BERTELL 








CANADA 


PLAZA HOTEL, NEW YORS 
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we hope that the college inn story will do for the college 
inn what the jolson story did for al jolson. 


+ + . + + + 


never in the history of show business will so much be 
told by so few in so short a time. 


+ + + + + + 


the brilliant young talent assembled by les weinrott. 
carolyn gilbert and gloria safier is on its way to stardom. 


+ + + + + + 


we will give substantial donations to theatrical charities 
-theatrical charities only-each month from the proceeds 
of the college inn story-repaying in part our great in- 
debtedness to the people of the stage, screen and radio. 


+ + + + + + 


we have run the college inn for forty years-the longest 
continuous nightclub operation that we know about. it 
has been a punishing task. the college inn story is our 
reward. 


+ + + + + + 


> 


we are grateful to the composers and to the young stars 
who made possible the success of our “salute” shows. 
we recommend any performer who took part in these 
shows to any producer in search of exceptional and de- 
voted talent. 
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Persian Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 


The DeMarcos, Maria Neglia; $2 
and $2.50 couvert. 


As the time cycle revolves, show 
business is given to lavish com- 
parisons. Young and upcoming 
Mitzi Green is “another Sophie 
Tucker.” Martin & Lewis are “an- 
other Abbott & Costello.” Any 
number of promising new person- 
alities are touted as “another Joe 
E. Lewis” or “another Crosby.’ 


Not so long ago at this very Per- 
sian Room a pair of personable 
and very expert terping young 
sters, Marge & Gower Champion 
made such impact that the enco 
miums ran the gamut from an 
Gihe: ~~’ Fernvon Castics"--t5-"“se- 
other Tony DeMarcos 

As the pendulum continues to 
swing, of ceurse, when the origi 
nal Al Jolson does his stuff, all 
the promising “anothers” shape up 
for what they are—road compa 
nies. True, there are some touring 
companies they're now called 
“national” companies in the case 
of such legit smashes as “Okla 
homa'!” and “Annie Get Your Gun” 


—which par and, in some respects, 
or interpretations, excel the origi- 
nal cast. But in the main, the 
standard of comparison is the Tif 
fany, which can never suffer by 
comparison 

And so are the DeMarcos. Tony 
and Sally DeMarco are sv pel 
fectly twained that it’s difficult 
to conceive to what relatively neg- 


ligible degree could they differ 
when Renee DeMarco was Tony's 
pariner. And as for who preceded 
her, few remember and fewer care 

Certainly the end result is the 
payofl But, just as the top 
standard rarely suffers compari 


son, just as surely must that stand- 
ard maintain parity and _ brook 
nought of any devaluation. In fear 
of the slightest captious criticism 
the ever-mounting chore is the ne- 
cessity to continue topping pre 
vious standards. 

This the DeMarcos have 
aged to do amazingly well 
sivie is so standard as to make 
it necessary that certain trade- 
marked bits must be reprised con- 
stantly, or else. The DeMarcos, 
in short, must have their conver- 
sation piece; Tony must make with 
his hands; he must daintily pat 
his partner's dewy brow; and yet 
amidst all the familiars of the 
must-do tango, fox and waltz, they 
must also introduce something 
new. 

Sometimes that something new 
is merel, more hors d’ouvres, but 
such is the necessity for pyramid- 
ing with each return engagement 
that, even if it’s only that Colom 
bian national dance—certainly not 
as electric as the Cuban, Brazilian 
or Argentinian excerpts — it is 
enough to supply that variation on 
the terpsichorean theme. 

To say that they're a symphony 
of rhythm; that Tony is very evi- 
dently a skilled” dancing master; 
and that his newest partner, Sally 
Craven DeMarco is an apt pupil is 
almost cliche. She’s not only apt 
but now expert, resplendent in a 
lace creation which is part of the 
stock in trade of any de luxe terp 
team. Their pace is showmanly in 
its shifting trends, going from the 
Marilyn Miiier-Jack Donohue into 
the tango with the same studiously 
nonchalant fluidity as her clothes- 
horse accoutrement dovetails into 
the sundry terpsichorean inter- 
ludes. 

The DeMarcos, in a field where 
sock attractions are limited in 
number and stature, are the out- 
standers among the nitery ball- 
roomologists. As a matter of fact. 
so interchangeable is show busi- 
ness in this day and age, when 
it shifts from the class cafes into 
top filmusicals, video and legit pro- 
ductidn, that it’s not circumscribed 
to any one field. 

Entr'acte for the new Persian 
Room bill is a pleasing if unbe- 
comingly presented violiniste, Ma- 
ria Neglia (New Acts). Bob Grant 
plays his usual topnotch show and 
dansapation, and Mark Monte goes 
with the lease—and rightly, be- 
cause, for four men, his relief 
combo gives out a whole Local 802 
bunch of music. Abel. 


man- 
Their 


Oval Room, Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
Boston, Oct. 22. 
Joey Bishop, Sunny Skylar, Ra- 
mona Lang, Sammy Eisen Orch 
(8) with Cappy O'Connell, Tony 
Peters Trio: cover $1-1.50. 





Aithough Arki- Yavenson has 
only three singles in this lineup 
there is enough impact to register 


solidly with customers of this 
swank eatery. At show caught it 
was a toss-up to decide whether 


Joey Bishop or Sunny Skylar was 
the headliner with both doing a 
sock job. 

Skylar, a prolific songwriter and 
okay vocalist, displays a better 


than- average “‘and: then I wrote” | 


i ! 
routine with a tongue in cheek 


attitude explaining reasons for | 
writing each song. Winds up rou-| 
tine with announcement that he 
wrote “Hair of Gold” for money 
and an unabashed request that 
customers rush out and buy plat- 
ter of his latest arrangement 
“You're Breaking My Heart.” Stint 
includes bit of table hopping, neat 
lyrics selling nicely with ring- 
siders. 

Joey Bishop, a sad-faced comic, 
new to this circuit, has a sock 
throwaway delivery that took the 
diners a few minutes to catch but 
were on his side from then on. 
Ccmic’s materia) was mostly fresh 


ire Reom, Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Oct. 20. 
Nancy Donovan, Clifford Guest, 
Cabot & Dresden, Merriel Abbott 
Dancers, Julie Wilson, Eddie 


O’Neal Orch; $3.50 minimum, $1) 


cover. 





Here’s a well-balanced bill that’s | 


pleasantly entertaining all the way. 
Nancy Donovan, with her spon- 
taneous jesting, easy delivery and 
slick selection of tunes, keeps ring- 
siders in rapt attention, as does 
ventro Clifford Guest and dancers 
Cabot & Dresden. Julie Wilson's 


but even the oldies click nicely via Dee held over for another four 
his “take it or leave it’ attitude weens (supper shew os be ~ 4 
« « c . ™ Ts 4 < " € » “ole 
Guy is soft-spoken and lack of in- a Ly = ee ate ro 
“Gis Nidi€riai makes masiti a good a cian” hated pal ieee repeat 
bet any family vauder and still - “oy 
rf yA - = ) ‘aightetabe their production numbers, “What 
Winds stint with soldier routine Makes Music” and “Wind and the 
for hefty voc! and judging from Leaves,” with gals exhibiting neat 
_ = — spins and steps for healthy re- 


diners’ response could have stayed 
on indefinitely 

Bill opens with an adequate sesh 
of tapping by Ramona Lang. Sam 


turns 

Guest and his dummy, “Lester,” 
get hefty mitts for ventro routine, 
particularly when putting “Lester” 


my Eisen, Hub’s w.k. society maes- hack in the box and imitating a 
tro batons show and furnishes neat, orying baby 

danceable music, with Cappy Cabot and Dresden feature un- 
O'Connell handling the vocals. youal shoulder spins amidst slick 


Tony Peters Trio fills the lulls in 
excellent fashion. Elie. 


Cafe Society Downtown 
(NEW YORK) 

Harry Gibson, Jackie Mabley, 
Ann Cornell, Billy Taylor Quartet; 
$3 rredrierewin 

Cafe Society Downtown spot is 
way off the beam with its present 
layout. Lacking both sophistication 
and class, the show at this Green- 
wich Village spot cuts too many 
budget corners to rate as satisfac- 
tory entertainment for the usual 
type of clientele frequenting this 
cate 


Harry “the Hipster’ Gibson 
headlines with a frantic type of 
vocalizing and _ pianologing. He 


can't make up his mind whether 
to sing over the piano or bang the 
keys over his singing. As a re- 
sult, there’s plenty of sound and 
little else. Gibson, moreover, grinds 
monotonously away on a reefer 
and poppy seed gag which is un- 
funny the first time and becomes 
increasingly unfunny with repeti- 
tion. 

Jackie Mabley, who is a regular 
at the Apollo in Harlem, is out of 
place in the Village. Her patter 
routine is so-so in an indigo vein 
and her vocalizing of “Ole Man 
Mose” has some amusing, but ob- 
vious double entendres to recom- 
mend it. She uses that Broadway 
Rose getup which bowls ‘em over 
in the Apollo but is slightly de- 
pressing in a nitery. 

Opening the layout, Ann Cornell 
warbles several numbers with a 
limited vocal range that makes it 
difficult for her to render the more 
difficult tunes. She has the be- 
ginnings of a good style, however, | 
and would do well to stick to. 
bluesy numbers which she can 
easily handle. 


Billy Taylor 


rhythm quartet 


terpistics to “Tchaikovsky's 
“Music Box Polka” and “Perpetual 
Motion.”’ Cabot’s spins with Dres- 
den aloft rates thunderous returns 
from payees, particularly the mul- 
tiple lifts in the “Motion” number. 
Aerial display gets advantage in 
this room, since most of the foot- 
work in straight terping would be 
lost beyond ringside. Solid click 


here 

Miss Donovan's entre with 
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” 
goes big in Chi and after spiffy 


versions of “Big Wide, Wonderful 
World,” “Because” and 
Pacific’ medley,” ringsiders called 
for Irish songs. Gal's jovial man- 
ner and ad 
piping and encores “Let's Take 
An Old-Fashioned Walk” and “Sep- 
tember Song” topped with a cou- 


“South | 


libs embellishes her | 


ple of Celtic tunes. Attractive red- | 
head scores solidly. Eddie O'Neal's | 


banter with Miss Donovan and 
orch’s capable showbacking rounds 
out this well-paced bill. Greg. 


P Thamar. N. Y. 
Gupsy Markoff: Geza 
Orch (4): $2 minimum. 


Berko 





Thamar, recently opened on 
Manhattan's east side on the site 
of the old Bradley's steak house, 
is more of a Russian gypsy eatery 
than a nitery. Excellent Russo 


act combined with some touches) 


6th,” | 


food takes priority over the small | 


show which currently 


features | 


only Gypsy Markoff. But, the show | 


goes on three times nightly, at 
8:30, 12 and 2, which should help 
lure the after-theatre and late 
crowds, as well as the dinner con- 
tingent. 

Whether the prace can pay off 
|in these times of struggling nitery 
| biz remains to be seen, but it sure 
has the ingredients for success. 
Tastefully decorated in subdued 
colors and lighting, the room is 
especially notable for some fine 
murals covering the entire two 


backs up the show nicely with Tay-| side walls, which feature the gypsy 


lor delivering some good piano 
solos in the show's prelude. Combo 
‘also dishes up groovy music for 
customer dansapation. Herm. 


Florentine Gardens. L.A. 
Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 

The Szonyis (2), Joe E. Ross, 
Curry, Martin & LeRoy, Hermandos 
Williams Trio, Norma, Jimmie 
Grier orch (8); 65c admissicn. 

Second attempt at vaudeville 
acts for this Hollywood boulevard 
spot is brilliantly notable for the 
resence of Ciselle and Francois 

zonyi, certainly among the op 
dancing teams. Just why ey 
wound up here instead of the Co- 
coanut Grove or the Mocambo is 
a minor mystery with the answer 
known only to bookers and agents. 
Florentine Gardens should draw 
good business from the Szonyis 
alone. 

Their dancing is spectacular in 
the extreme. Szonyi’s lifts and 
whirls with his partner are the 
essence of grace and effortless 
ease. Miss Szonyi'’s whirls and 
spins show amazing control. Team 
is billed as “dancing on the wind.” 
There is no better description for 
their work 

erfect. As showmen, they still 
vave a few tricks to learn. They | 
are definitely headed for the big 
time. 

Joe E. Ross, comedian, with an 
assemblage of tired jokes and a le- 
thargic manner of delivering them: 
Curry, Martin and LeRoy, clown- 
ing-drunk-from-the-audience act: 
the Hermandos Williams Trio, ac- 
robats and singers held over from 
previous show; Norma, song stylist 
sans style, and a good line of 10 
girls led by Evelyn Hetzer. com- 
plete the bill. Show is much better 
all around than the first attempt 
at vaude, but lack of a proscenium 
makes staging awkward. Dag. 





Technically, they are | 


motif. Food runs to the usual 


Stroganoff dishes but is excel- 
lently-prepared, well-served and 
|}comparatively inexpensive. The 


| large-size entrance bar should also 
prove a lure. 

| Place is a natural backdrop for 
Miss Markoff and she makes the 
most of it with her accordion vir- 
tuosity, pleasant singing and ebul- 
| lient personality. On for almost a 
| half-hour, she plays and sings the 
gamut, from traditional Russo- 
Georgian songs, through boogie to 
the pop tunes from “South Pacific” 
and “Kiss Me, Kate.” For a closer 
_ she does her impressions of Hilde- 
|garde, Louella Parsons and Car- 
/men Miranda, which are passable. 
For the most part it's a fine one- 
woman talent display, marked by 
her easy stage-presence and pro- 
jection. 

Geza Berkvo orch is one of the 
better crews playing gypsy music. 
Comprising Berko on the violin, a 
piano, bass and a fourth guy who's 
an artist on the cymbala, the 
combo furnishes good mood music 
for dinner, backs Miss Markoff 
nicely and then takes over the 
standard Latin and dancery beat 
for the customers. Stal. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 21. 

_ Martha Raye, Rodriguez & Phyj- 
lis, Ben Yost’s Royal Guards, Al 
Wallis, Chez Paree Adorables and 
Pierres (12), Cee Davidson Orch, 
Monchito Rhumba Orch; 
minimum, $1 cover. 








Following Danny Thomas in this 
room is a challenge for the best 
of ‘em and Martha Raye makes 
the best of the situation. Come- 





New 


MARY BETH HUGHES & DAVID 
Songs, Comedy 

10 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Film sfarlet Mary Beth Hughes 
and singer David Street have joined 
forces in more ways than one. 
These former singles, now man and 
wife team, do a creditable singing 


of cute comedy. Of course an out- 
sized house such as the Roxy isn’t 
the ideal place to exhibit intimate 
comedy, but it's evident that a 
smaller theatre would show them 
off to better advantage. They han- 
dicap-themse!yes-with eame weak 
opening material, but once they go 
into their tunes, they're in much 
better position for audience ac- 
ceptance 

Street opens the festivities with 
a robust account of “You Go to My 
Head” and paves the way for a 
series of duets with Miss Hughes 
Their tunes come off well, but the 
in-between bits of archness need 
better material and projection. 





Jose. 
MARIA NEGLIA 
Violinist 
13 Mins. 
Persian Room, New York 
Maria Neglia. the management 


insists, is in her teens but with that 
weird coif she sure looks like a 
violiniste who worried a lot in her 
youth because it seems to have aged 
her prematurely Closer looking 
does indicate that Miss Neglia is 
an attractive girl, utilizing her big 
eyes with a potency almost as ef- 
fective as her fetching fiddling. 

She’s quite a virtuoso on the 
strings and after her “Fiddle Fad- 
dle” opener goes into a cute canary 
number, a strolling violinist bit 
with “Sorrento,” and another piz- 
zicato demonstration. 

She blends her skill with a good 
pop appeal for class cafe show- 
manship. What's more, a lady vio- 
linist—especially if young and ex- 
pert—is a bit of a novelty for class 
hotei rooms and niteries, and as 
such she should click in that field 
as well as for concert and TV 
work. But she must do something 
about softening that hoydenish 
hairdo which gives her coif a steel- 
gray look instead of being made 
softer and more feminine. Abel. 





THREE D's 
Acro 

6 Mins.; Full 
Palace, N. Y. 


The Three D's are a good warm- 
up act in any situation. The two 


boys in the turn are expert at the 
parallel bar, while the femme gives | 


them a chance to catch their 


Acts 


breath by some tumbling displays. 
The lads show some excellent 
gymnastics. Their leaps from bar 
to bar provide ample excuse for 
spontaneous midterm applause. 
Routines are well designed, have 
good pacing and display a brand 
of expertness that indicates they 
can work all visual media. Jose. 





ARCHER & GILE 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Monie Carlo, Pittsburgh 

Frances Archer and Beverly Gile 
are a couple of girls who used to 
be with Ben Yost’s femme singing 
unit " Tie Colieéiis, amu the ‘ ‘ve 
wrapped together an act that has 
sock written all over it For the 
class rooms, and particularly the in- 
timate places, it can’t miss. Blend 
of contralto and soprano is plenty 
ear-easy and team has the benefit 
of some slick arrangements by 
Harry Noble (& King), whose stuff 
shows off the Archer-Gile pipes to 
the best advantage. 
| Their repertoire includes the 
| better-known pops but doesn’t stop 
there. “Little Girl Blue.” by 
Rodgers & Hart from “Jumbo,” is 
a standout in harmonics, and the 
|spiritual “Dry Bones” likewise 
mops up for them. Miss Gile has a 
comedy flair and gets in some bits 
that lighten the turn at unexpected 
moments and they pack a lot of 
laughs into “It All Depends On 
You,” one of those you've-been- 
such-a-wonderful-audience things 
that has a humorous intro and 
makes its point. Folk numbers are 
also a forte with them, and they 
| take off occasionally on individual 
| solos which register all the way. 

Girls are nice-looking and at- 
tractively gowned and work easily 
together, complementing each 
other vocally and otherwise At 
Monte Carlo, they're accompanied 
only by a piano (Bruce Carlton, 
regular house fixture) but can use 
full orch, too. Over big here. 

Cohen. 


DAVID POWELL 
Novelty Musical 
9 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 


David Powell has made the rounds 
of vauders under the name of Hal 
Hunter and Jack Powell, Jr. He's 
the son of Jack Powell, who's been 
doing his blackface drumming spe- 
cialty for many years. The younger 
Powell has all of his father’s ex- 
pertness in providing rhythmics 
when he’s tapping time on the 
back of a chair or along the orches- 
tra pit. He opens with the novel- 
ty of using two pairs of shears like 
castanets. 


He's a well groomed lad and 





in niteries; addition of four male | 
dancers (Chez Pierres) give pro- 
ductién numbers a musicomedy | 
touch. Routines consist of lavish | 
costumes, some snappy terping, | 
flanked by streamlined choreog- 


raphy. 
Miss Raye’s mugging, side 
cracks, and downright clowning 


through her vocals of “A 

Day,” “Feet Too Big.” “Sunny Side 
of the Street” and “Tampico” 
keeps aud giving out with laughs 
plus hefty 
tics aside the piano and interp of 
“Mr. Paganini” has ringsiders beg- 
ging for more. Gal's timing is top- 


notch, particularly in her slapstick | 


bit with the Yost Royal Guards 
in a “Salute to the Sword” medley. 
Latter stint breaks up the house, 
despite indigo innuendos. 


Rodriguez & Phyllis rely on deft 
terpistics instead of flashy aeriai 
stuff and their velvet ease in dif- 
ficult and fast samba and rhumba 
routines garners neat returns. 
Slow “Merry Widow Waltz” holds 
attention by sheer smoothness; a 
difficult feat in this spot. Encore 
with Rodriguez balancing a glass 
on his head while doing a Brook- 
lyn version of the rhumba, finds 
pair begging off. 


Ben Yost’s Royal Guards run 


|through operetta and musicomedy 


| selections besides givin 


| ond 
$3.50 Square Dance,” backed by Al Wal- 





dienne rounds out a well-balanced | 
bill that’s one of best 
this season. Producer 


Dorben has come up with 


‘ Miss Raye 
an assist later in the bill. Quintet’s 
flashy uniforms and individual vo- 
cal stints net generous applause. 
Overdone repped-up chorus of 
“Old Man River” wouldn't be 
missed if deleted. 

Chez Adorables and Pierres 
click in their routines. Their sec- 
number, “Country Fair 


lis’ voéals, patterned after current 
musical trend, had customers do- 
ing less talking and more watching 
than spot’s experienced in many 
years. Chez's large dance floor is 
made to order for this type of 
offering. Cee Davidson continues 


presented | to handle musical chores excellent- 
Dorothy | ly as well as dansapation, with 


an | Monchit i 
‘innovation that may set a trend active we eaing 


rhumba addicts 


ve. . Greg. 


alming. Venerable an- | 


makes a good appearance. Jose 


— 


Cire’s Club, London 
. London, Oct. 19. 
Muriel Smith, Patricia Dare 
Peter Glover, Aud Johansen, Enid 
Smeeden, Byfield Riches, Ray 
| Browne, Joan Heal, Chris Grainger, 
Harold, Dudley & Cherry, Diana 
| Monks, Terrence Theobald, Aud- 
|rey Hepburn, Max Jaffe Orch, Don 
Carlos Samba Orch. 


After several weeks of darkness 
for renovating, Ciro’s reopened as 
an elegantly designed nitery. It 
has taken advantage of the new 
licen@ing laws which permit drink- 
ing until 2:30 a.m. and this will 
undoubtediy prove to be an im- 
| portant factor with the tourist 
trade. It is under new management 
of Leslie Coles. 


| For its floorshow they have im- 
ported a tab version of the cur- 
rent Cambridge theatre revue hit, 
|titled “Petite Sauce Tartare.’ 
| They have picked out some of the 
more intimate numbers, which are 
| wi introduced by Patricia 
are. 


Colored songstress Muriel Smith 
|is a polished performer who reg- 
|isters with some sentimental num- 
— Standout item of the show, 
however, is a political satire called 
|“Oklahokum"” whick parodies the 
leading political figures in Britain. 

iting lyrics by Geoffrey Parsons 
nave an obvious leftist tendency, 
but the good-natured manner of 
| presentation obviates any grounds 
or complaint. 


Other attractive sketches in the 
| show are “Sunday at Home” a8 
'seathing and witty comment on the 
contents of some of the Sunday 
newspapers and “Come Dance with 
Me” in which the entire company 
supports Joan Heal in some clever 
-eccentric dancing. All in all, its 
| vivacious 30 minutes of entertain- 
ment that should easily find favor 
with the class patronage this spot 
_attracts. Show is expected to run 
_for five or six weeks. Music is 


' 


| supplied by two bands, Max Jaffe 
'orch and Don Carlos’ Samba crew, 
|thus catering to various tastes of 
customer dansapation. 


Myro. 
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Wednesday, October 26, 1949 


Erskine 
with Madeline Green; 
Lutcher, The Treniers 
Gene Gilbeaux (4), 
Stumpy, Clark Bros. (2); “Red, 
Hot & Blue” (Par), reviewed in 
Variety July 6, '49. 





In line with its policy of book- 
ing an all-Negro layout from time 
to time, the Paramount currently 
has Erskine Hawkins’ band and 


pianist-warbler Nellie Lutcher plus | 


several sepia supporting turns as 
companion stage fare to the screen 


feature, “Red, Hot and Blue.” Al-| 


though a compact, 55-minute ses- 


sion, the new show has a plethora | 


of singing which tends to give 
it a tinge of sameness. Fact that 
the bill could have been baianced 
better evidently was overlooked at 
Wednesday’s (19) initial matinee 
for a capacity house appeared to 
relish every act. 

Miss Lutcher tackles a quartet 
of numbers for smash returns and 
wisely includes her recording 
faves, “Hurry on Down” and “He's 
a Real Gone Guy,” in her reper- 
toire. Unfortunately, the size of 
the theatre tends to mar her ef- 
fectiveness to those in the farther 
pews, since her facial expressions 
ard vibrant personality can’t be 
grasped at a distance. For a closer 
she gives “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band” a workout on the ivories 
and augments the fingering with a 
clipped, staccato vocal of the cho- 
rus. 

With five reed, three rhythm 
and seven brass, Hawkins’ outfit 
is a neatly garbed crew whose mu- 
sicianship pars their sartorial 
aplomb. In opening the show, ag- 
gregation cuts loose with the brass 
to recall the halcyon “Tuxedo 
Junction” era. Subsequent num- 
bers, however, are more reserved. 
Also in the sweet motif is buxom 
Madelyn Green’s okay chirping of 
“That Lucky Old Sun.” Particu- 
larly well done is a fine arrange- 
ment of “Temptation,” which has 
Hawkins eschewing his trumpet in 
favor of some riffs on a drum. 

Stump & Stumpy, vet comedy- 
singing-dancing duo, open with a 
vocal of “Swing for Sale” then 
shift to comic repartee and fast 
stepping. Knockabout duo is con- 
siderably toned down for this 
stand, but nevertheless, reaps am- 
ple salvos. Terp team of the Clark 
Bros. works hard in dishing out 
some average footwork. Pair, how- 
ever, winds with a dash of acro- 
batics for sock applause. 

In closing niche are The Tre- 
niers, a zany twain, who are 
backed by the Gene Gilbeaux quar- 
tet. Identical twins, the former 
have a brash, harum-scarum man- 
ner of dashing off and on stage 
and occasionally staying long 
enough to vocalize such novelties 
as “Ain’t She Pretty” and “Good 
Rockin’ Tonight.” Boys get around 
the suggestive lyrics of the latter 
by chanting only excerpts from 
the verse. Gilbeaux group, with 
piano, sax, bass and drum, is an 
adept combo but is mounted badly. 
Foursome could have more 
viduality if set up as a unit in 
front of Hawkins’ band instead of 
artially scattered amongst the 
arger outfit. Gilb. 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Oct. 20. 
Sandi, the Seal; Lela Moore, 


George Andre Martin, Eddie Fish- , 
er, Lipham Trio, Shaw & Lee, Mer. | 


ry Macs (4), 3 Swifts, Rene Wil- 
liams House Orch 
Kern; “Holiday in Havana” (Col). 


This week's Orpheum bill has 
several good spots, but overall, 
lacks the zing necessary to rate 
it as solid entertainment. The re- 
liable Merry Macs hold up their 


Stump &) 


indi- | 


(10) with Herb | 


nicely. Trainer, however, should 
work with a hand mike, as his 
intros of the stunts are not heard. 

Lela Moore’s dual act of a pair 
of lovers in the park is more for 
niteries than vaude stages. Re- 
turns are only so-so. Also mildly 
| received is George Andre Martin's 


Roxy, N. Y. 
Ethel Waters with Fletcher Hen- 


'derson, Mary Beth Hughes & David 


finger dancing. Lipham Trio, two) 


brothers and sister, 
acrobatics. Shaw & 
a handful of giggles with their 
clowning and dancing, antics being 
new to a good portion of audience 
at show caught. Comics hold over 
to present their “Take the Two 
Dollars” skit on next week’s bill. 
Brog. 


| ene 
Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Oct. 23. 

The Barretts, Jack Powell, Ross 
& Stone, Guerra’s Seais, Kay Ver- 
non, Mac Farland & Brown, Gary 
Morton, Yvonne Clavelia & Farrar: 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G). 





Fortnight departure from Capi 
tol’s standard four-act layout to an 
expanded vaude bill, along “old 
time” lines, has been only partially 
successful. Current bill, and final 
one in the two-week experiment, is 
far brighter and more successful 
than last week’s, with audience ap- 
proval apparent throughout. Nev- 
ertheless, format has done little or 
nothing to hypo b.o., so future 
of the eight-act pattern is dim 
here. 

Lacking a headliner, show’s ap- 
peal for pdyees seems fairly 
evenly distributed, with nice send- 
off given almost every act at show 
caught. Best bet, where galleries 
are concerned, seems to be Jay 
Morton, comedy impressionist. 


Comic’s gags are on the worn 
side, but his impreshes, though 
standard in choice, are angled 


strictly for laughs, with nice suc- 
cess. There’s the Bette Davis-Peter 
Lorre-Bogart turn, with a really 
funny wind-up on a trumpet. 

Jack Powell’s drumming act 
rates special attention also. His 
familiar routine impresses as still 
fresh and fast. Technique with the 
sticks is fine, and timing and per- 
sonality add to an enjoyable act. 
Walked off to fine mitt action. 

Rounding up trio of top atten- 
tion getters is that old standby, an 
animal act. Guerra’s Seals delight 
with almost human clowning 
and a real flair for showmanship 
on the part of the animals. This 
is a natural for juves, but ali-adult 
Sunday night crowd responded en- 
thusiastically. 

Rest of acts contribute to a 
nicely rounded bill. Ross & Stone 
get good results with a bluish 
comedy act that was a bit rough 
in spots, but had novelty and a 
good pace. Kay Vernon, husky- 
throated chantoosey, does okay 
with a trio of tunes, though “Lucky 
Old Sun” is definitely not her dish. 
Mac Farland & Brown do some 
rather amazing loose-limbed acro 
stunts along slapstick lines, and 
please, pay they sometimes 
overstep the bounds of good taste 
for a laugh. The Barretts, boy and 
girl team of terpers, are pleasing 
as curtain raisers. Yvonne Clavel- 
la & Farrar, another terp team 
along continental lines, did not ap- 
pear at show caught. 

All in all, it’s a rather sad com- 
mentary on the hold of the head- 


leases with | 
ee grabbed 


liner system that this sprightly | 


bill was not a bigger draw, though 
it clicked with those who saw it. 
Lowe. 


Paramount, Syracuse 
Syracuse, Oct. 19. 
Al Castle & Helene, Al & Jean 
Johnson, Reiss Bros. (2), Wally 
Ward & Mitzi, Buddy Ebsen, Willie 
West & McGinty, Whitey Roberts, 
Martez & Lucia; “Once More My 
Darling” (U-I). 


end of the bill; there’s an inter-| 


esting stage bow by young Eddie. 


Fisher, vocal newcomer and an 
Eddie Cantor protege, and the 
closing act, Three Swifts, comes 
over strongly. Otherwise the fare 
is spotty. 

Young Fisher, 


with an upper 


register baritone, has a recorded 


Cantor introduction to get him on 
stage and he backs up the Cantor 
talent-finding eye with expressive 
delivery of four numbers. The 
young man needs only a bit more 
Stage seasoning. The voice is good, 
his personality clicks and he 
earned an excellent reception. 

_Merry Macs shine on six tunes, 
displaying the assurance that ex- 
perience brings. Novelties and 
straight numbers are well biended 
and they give “What Has Become 
of the Old-Fashioned Waltz” a pro- 
duction treatment as well as smart 
vocals. Solid closer is “Pass the 
Biscuits, Mirandy.” 

Three Swifts are deft jugglers. 
Three males work only with In- 
dian clubs and keep them twirling 
while dressing up their turn with 
good patter in a comedy vein. 
Their act is good vaudeville. Sea 
lion turn of Sandi, the Seal, kicks 
off the bill. Sandi divides the 
tricks with Kelpi and Princess, 
and they go through their stunts 


As Syracuse’s newest vaude 
stand, Schine’s modest budget 
eight-acter built around Buddy 
Ebsen at the Paramount is pretty 
mild in comparison to the glitter 
of Billy Eckstine downstreet at 
Loew's State. 

Genial Ebsen is an accomplished 
dancer and showman and had the 
customers begging for more. He 
reprises his Hollywood and Broad- 
way clicks in an autobiographical 
song and dance opener and then 
gets in some solid hoofing num- 
bers, best of which is impresh of 
Bill Robinson. 

There's many a nostalgic a 
yet in Willie West & McGinty’s 
“House Wreckers” routine which 
has plenty surefire slapstick. Also, 
there’s a familiar ring to the vocal 
antics of the Reiss Bros. and the 
xylophoning of Al and Jean John- 
son, who click with stuff like “Poet 
and Peasant” overture. Even 
cornier is Wally Ward's “Kidding 
on the Keys” with Mitzi. 

Al Castie, one-legged _ cyclist, 
demonstrates his skill as _ bike 
stuntman for the opener, and Mar- 
tez and Lucia combine rhumba and 
acrobatic balancing for a clever 
closer. Whitey Roberts as m.c., 


Street, Langs (6), Bob Evans, Pat 
Boucher, Roxyettes (16), Paul Ash 
House Orch; “Everbody Does It” 
BS pg reviewed in VARIETY Aug. 


Although the Roxy bill is un- 
balanced because of a surplus of 
singing, there are enough elements 
to make for an entertaining show 
once the tightening process is com- 
pleted. Booker Sammy Rauch tried 
to vest the show with as much 
name value as is possible under 
present budgetary considerations, 
has done fairly well with Ethel 
Waters who's prominent in 20th’s 


“Pinky” at the nearby Rivoli, and 
Mary Beth Hughes and David 
Street. 


Miss Waters is by now a show- 
business tradition. There are more 
songs that she’s been associated 
vith than can be done on one 
vaude session. She’s a cavalcade 
by herself having run the gamut of 
several periods in the entertain- 
ment world. Her voice holds up 
excellently and although she tried 
to do many numbers she helped 
popularize, time limitations cut her 
short. She took several bows be- 
fore fetiring. Fletcher Henderson's 
plano accomps are tops. 

The other major acts, Street and 
Miss Hughes (New Acts) and Bob 
Evans display singing as a major 
part of their turns. Sometimes this 
uniformity gets in the way of the 
proceedings and doesn't permit 
each turn to achieve maximum val- 
ues. Evans is a good ventriloquist 


whose impish dummy, Jerry 
O'Leary, renders several falsetto 
arias. There are some _ barren 


stretches in the act indicating need 
of stronger material. Although a 
sufficient number of laugh values 
are inherent, Evans unfortunately 
relies on the explosive dummy to 
utter a few epithets to get him out 
of the hole. It’s not good for the 
predominantly family trade here. 

The Langs, a teeter-board act 
comprising three mixed couples, 
show some excellent tricks with a 
catalog including a three high and 
perch placements. Their full value 
here is handicapped by a deep ex- 
panse in back of them which 
makes it difficult for the viewer 
to follow Their tricks however, 
get them off excellently. 

Pat Boucher does the emcee 
cheres and a bit of singing himself. 
He’s a personable chap and per- 
forms his introes unobtrusively. 
More important is the return of 
Paul Ash to the Roxy pit. He's 
been out for some time because 
of illness and this is his first open- 
ing in several months. The house 
band responded with more than 
usual alacrity in honor of the oc- 
cassion. An extra on the first show 
was the appearance of Paul Doug- 
las and Mel Allen in conjunction 
with the opening of Douglas’ pic. 


The Roxy's one production num- | 


ber, in a Scotch vein, came off 
well. However, there's a deep feel- 
ing of regret in the Roxyettes as 
currently seen. Out of that magni- 
ficent mass of cheesecake that once 
puraded on that stage, only eight 
sets of gams remain. The equal 
number of boys in that senuence 
coesn't compensate. These ar: in- 
deed evil times. Jose. 


Palace, N. ¥. 


Three D's, David Powell, Mar. 
shall Bros. (2), Enrica & Novello, 
Chester Dolphin, Art Lund, 
Charles “Slim” Timblin (3), AIl- 
phonse Berge, Don Albert House 
Orch: “Prison Warden” (Col), re 
viewed in current issue of VA 
RIETY. 


The major strength of the cur- 
rent Palace till is concentrated in 
the beginning, where a couple of 
strangers to Variety's New Act 
files, Three D’s and David Powell 
give promise 


ly afterwards. 

Some of the turns can be con- 
verted into prime acts. For ex- 
ample, the Marshall Bros. (2) 
need a few more trips around the 
minor time before hitting a good 
stride. The lads have a good sense 
of comedy, their impressions are 
generally okay, but frequently go 


off on too many tangents to 
achieve maximum _ effectiveness 
here. 


Also in the comedy vein, Chester 
Dolphin, a standard performer, 
who shows some good twirling 
patterns, gets off to a siow start 
because of some unfunny chatter. 
He gets in‘o high gear when he 
does his upside down juggling and 
is off to a good mitt. 

Art Lund, who records for 
M-G-M, and who hit upper ratings 
with his disking of “Mamselie” a 
couple of years ago, needs a 
stronger song selection for top re- 
turns here. 
Goodman vocalist shows up well 
with rendition of his top record 
and “Blue Skies” and got off to 


however, could stand some fresh, an okay hand. 


better laundered gags. Hayd, 


Charlies “Slim” Timblin has 


of an entertaining | 
layout, but which peters out short-— 


This former Benny | 


plied his blackface act arout.d the 
circuits for pe J years. There's 
| still lots of vitality in this old- 
timer even though the material 
jhasa’t changed <r 1 for 
these many years. He’s still good 
for laughs with what he’s got, but 
there are some sections of his act 
|that could be eliminated. There 
are some racial digs that do not 
hold up well in this era. Timblin 
is assisted in his wedding sequence 
by an unbilled couple also in black- 
face. Turn, on the whole, is one 
of the brightspots on the bill. 
Enrica and Novello show some 
good lifts and spins, but are weak 
in straight terp passages. Closer 
goes to Alphonse Berge (5) who 
does rapid coutouriering on a trio 
of lookers. His costuming gets ap- 
plause and provides a reason for 
some bows. Jose. 


RK®O. Boston 
Boston, Oct. 22 
The Stapletons (2), Walter Nils 
son, Richard Adair Dancers (5), 
Al Gordon's Dogs, Ray Eberle, 
The Albins (2), D’Arco & Gee, Ro 
sales Sisters (2); “Yes Str, That's 


My Baby” (U). 
With plenty of variety and 
laughs on hand this layout has 


no difficulty standing on its merits 
this stanza, even though house is 
now booking stronger pics to par 
lay with vaude. 

The Stapletons, boy and gal terp 
ers, open with an okay sesh of 
tz pping, followed by Walter Nils- 
son, the “Loose Nut on Wheels,” 
a zany who keeps up a line of 
chatter while riding on a unicycle 
fall-a-way bike and the smallest 


hike ever seen. Winds stint rid 
ing a round table top fitted with 
bike pedals for nice returns. Rich 


dancers, two rugged 
outfits and three 
femme partners in leopard skins 
prance around in a “Clyde Beat- 
ty Fantasy.” lads alternating be 
tween throwing gals around and 
lashing out at them with huge 
whips. 

Frustration of Al Gordon at- 
tempting to induce his pooches to 
do tricks cops nice yocks. Ray 
Eberle, personable baritone, for 
merlv with the late Glenn Miller, 


ard Adair 
boys in riding 


handle vocal chore nicely, with 
such faves as “Best Things in 
Life,” “Black Magic” and “Again’ 


getting nice’ results. Comedy 
dance turn by the Albins with the 
ludicrous looking male tossing his 
diminutive gal partner around for 
a series of prattfalls and missed 
tricks sells solidly. 

Continuing in the comic vein, 
D’Arco & Gee, in a stint slightly 
reminiscent of burley, wows with 
okay chatter. Guys have nifty sing- 
ing voices with D’Arco especially 
whammo with an operatic bit. Ro- 
sales Sisters close bill with one 
doing balancing tricks atop a pole 
resting on other's shoulder. Elie. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 20. 


Los Gatos (3), Crosby Sisters 


(2). Leon Navara, Desi Arnaz, 
Carl Sands Orch; “Tokyo Joe” 
(Col). 


While the picture is the main 
draw in this three-week stint, stage 


fare stacks up as a welcome addi- | 
tion. With a little trimming in cer- | 
tain spots, there should be no lags 


in this bill of four acts. 

Crosby Sisters have refurbished 
their material, with blonde sister 
mugging her way through impresh- 
es of Joan Davis, Jerry Colonna, 
Ink Spots for hefty returns, Other 
sister straights perfectly and dis- 
|plays okay singing voice when 
they team for “Sunny Side of the 
Street.” 

Los Gatos Trio, acrobatic young 
sters, start off the show solidly 
with terrific muscular controls to 
a jitterbug beat. Three-high break 
away sends group off to nice ap- 
plause. 

Leo. Navara sells semi-classical 
pianoing in leisurely style. His 
corny philosophy as build-up to 
his piano work registers, although 
much of it is musty. He registers 
strongly with “Warsaw Concerto,” 
“Nola” and “Rhapsody in Blue.” 

While Desi Arnaz has aban- 
doned his orchestra, retaining only 
a drummer and leader, his Latin 
serenading still is sock salesman- 
ship. For intro he does “Guadala- 
jara” and then breezes through a 
novelty rhumba with boogie over- 
tones, “Straw Hat Over Your 
Eyes.” Then in complete switch 
of character, singer strums his 
guitar as sings “Similau,” an eerie 
Cuban tune. Taking a handmike 
with him, Arnaz goes into audi- 
ence singing “Cuban Pete,” and 
chit-chats with the customers for 
yocky pay-off. Jumping back on 
the stage, he grabs a congo drum 
and pounds out “Babalu” for 
staunch closer. 

Will Harris, house producer. has 
bedecked the stage in Latin fash- 
ion, with huge sombrero as a back- 
drop. Carl Sands erch backs in 
fine fashion, ,_, Zabe. 


Strand, N. Y. 

| “Make Mine Manhattan” con- 
Censation, with music by Richard 
| Lewine; sketches, Arnold B. Hore 
witt; choreography, Lee Sherman, 
Stars Gil Lamb, Betty and Jane 
Kean; features Bobby Brandt, Mu- 
triel King, Ralph Young, Peggy 
'Henry, Stuart Davis, Perry Brus- 
kin; corps de ballet; musical di- 
rector, Jo Lombardi; staged and 
lighted by Harry Anger; “Beyond 
the Forest” (WB), 

| Variety, Oct. 19, °49. 





The streamlined version of 
“Make Mine Manhattan,” second 
tab musical being offered at the 
Strand under its new presentation 
policy, is a sock item, marking a 


terrific advance over the _ initial 
experiment with “High Button 
Shoes.” Current. show. havine the. 


advantage of a firstrate company 
headed by Gil Lamb and the Ketan 
Sisters, is also facilitated by its 
revue-type format. The “Shoes” 
condensation had to get around a 
book 


Although physical production is 
still limited to backdrops plus a 
couple of stage props, show's im- 
pact hinges on the snappy and 
clever execution of virtually all 
the major sequences of the origi- 
nal. Lamb does yeoman’'s work in 
a multiplicity of roles with solid 
backing from Betty and Jane Kean 
who handle the bulk of the vocal- 


izing and comedy hoofing assign- 
ments. Supporting troupe is head- 
ed by Bobby Brandt, a fancy terp- 


er: Ralph Young, a fine baritone; 
and a well-trained ballet corps. Jo 
Lombardi, batoning a 13-man orch, 
does a competent job in the pit 
Following a fair curtain-raising 
number, “Anything Can Happen in 
New York,” musical builds with 
a succession of breezy skits. Lamb, 
in the criginal Sid Caesar role, is 
standout in his caricature of in- 
ternational diplomats in the 
“United Nations Cafe” sketch and 


does topnotch straight comedy in 
two solo turns. Lamb, in fact, is 
potted in practically every pro- 


duction number in some capacity, 
lending a sure hand in buttressing 
the weaker material 

Jane Kean registers as a clever 
comedienne in “A Bit of Park Ave- 
nue.’ while her sister Betty scores 
heavily with the clever “Traftz” 
lyric besides executing a couple of 
comedy hoofing routines and stoog- 
ing for Lamb. Both sisters join 
for an okay autobiographical num- 
ber late in the show. Brandt han- 
dles two solo terping stints with 
a flashy acrobatic style 

One of the show's more pleas- 
ant surprises is the work of the 
line, which bespeaks intensive re- 
hearsals. Their ballet rendition 
of the “Phil the Fiddler’ number, 
with Young delivering the lyrics, 
is a nifty sequence handled in 
the topflight legit musical manner. 
Line of 14 girls and boys also does 
well in the finale, “Saturday Night 
in Central Park,” and their chore- 
ographic talent underscores each 
|of the production numbers. Cos- 
tuming is generally good. 

If the Strand can maintain this 
standard in future legit musical ab- 
breviations, it has a surefire com- 
petitive formula for the Broadway 
vaudfilm trade. Herm. 


Stanley, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
Danny Kaye, Georgia Gibbs, 3 
Rockets, Sam Prager, Max Adkins 
House Orch; “Strange Bargain” 
(RKO). 





WB deluxer has its first flesh in 
nearly a year ‘(Jack Carson was 
the last attraction in January) and 
probably the creme de la creme 
of all time in that department. Say 
Danny Kaye and that’s enough. 
The guy's easily The Entertainer 
of our time. 

He doesn't waste a moment after 
coming on late in the layout and 
for half an hour, the drinks are 
on him. What Kaye does isn't too 
important, how he does it is. Let 
him ask the crowd to collaborate 
on some gypsy gibberish ‘a num- 
ber from his new WB picture, 
“The Inspector General’) and 
they're not only in his hand but 
in his lap as well. Anybody who 
can resist his stuff for as much as 
a split second needs psychiatric 
assistance. 

Kaye's got the kind of a magic 
that sweeps down over the seats 
from the word go and keeps on 
getting stronger as the session 
progresses. He works easily, almost 
casually, and there isn't a gesture, 
a facial expression or a lift of his 
pinky that misses. What he doesn't 
know about pulling an audience 
along isn't worth knowing. 

One minute he has them split- 
tirg their sides out front with one 
of his inventive triple-ttongued 
numbers, the next he has the 
place down to a pin drop with 
something soft and baBady His 
“Minnie the Moocher” is gill a 
srasheroo and a Scotch ditty Sir 
Harry Lauder taught him ‘he goes 


(Cantinued on page, 72) 
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Binghamton (1) 27 
Phil Brito 
Whitehalls 
pens Bros 
eddingtons 
Jack Marling 
BUFFA 
Buffalo ‘t) 27 
Dick Contir» 
CAMDEN 
Towers (‘!) 28-30 
Martell Bros 
huck Brown 
nnis & 
Thompson 
DeRita Innis & 
Bates 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 27 
Celeste Holm 
Pickerts 
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Rv'y Cardenas 
friental (1) 27 
Re Arnaz Ore 
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rosby Sis 
eon Navara 
Los Gatos 3 
dulie Wilson 
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ttle Walter 
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29 Only 

Jackie Bright 
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(FM) 27 


Allyn & 


Fox 
Noble 3 
Anthony 

odge 
Excess Baggage 
Garry Morton 
Herzogs 
Russ David 
Fox Cavaliers 


| Jim Wong Tp 


SARATOGA 
SPRINGS 
Congress (WR) 
30 Only 
St Clairs 
Pat Vallee 
, & T Leong 
3 Wells 
Alan Carriet 
Sanger Ross & 
Andre 
Roland 
Janis 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 27-30 
Pete Carr & Eve 
Alston & Young 
G Nicolls & Renee 
H Timberg & Co 
Walter Nilsson 
DeVal Merle & Lee 
Lewis & Ames 
Rosales Sis 
UTICA 
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Marcelli & 


hm 

Howerd (1) 28 
G Shearing 5 
Sabby Lewix Orc 
Tiny Grimes 





Orpheum (1) 26 Herb Lance 
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ASTON | Rexanos 
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avies & Lee Empire (i) 24 
er Smith Norman Savage 


Clifford Stanton 
sino Donati 
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BOSCOMBE 
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Marie Lioyd Jr 
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heo Lambert 

Wortman 
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Yvonne Browne 
Haddon Hall 
Jack Dwyer 
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mnie Critchley 
y West 
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New (S) 24 
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onica Rascals 
lair 





| Valerie & 
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|F & P Naylor 
Shenton Harris 
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| Rodney & Hawks 

| Valentine Lovlies 

LIVERPOOL 

| Empire (M) 24 
| John Boles 
3 Arizonas 
Leon Cortez 
Fran Dowie 
E Gordon & 
|3 O’Neills 

|7 Volants 

| Bebe & Belle 
| LONDON 

| Palladium (M) 24 
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Pegay Ryan 

Rav McDonald 

Gene Marvey 

} MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (8) 
Arthur Lucan 
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Jack Tracey 
Ballet Parisien 
Howard De Courcy 
Table Tennis 
Coane 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 24 
Jimmy Edwards 
| Freddie Frinton 
| Joyee Golding 
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Renee Piat & 
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Finlay Bros 
| St Clair & Day 
Joy Adams 
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Micky Hayes 
Michele 
Ben Dudiey 3 
Eager Young 
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Ann Kent 
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Irene Williams 
Claude Alphand 
H Chittison 3 . 

City 


| Louis Prima Ore 

| Jackie Cain 

Roy Kral 

Slim Gaillard 

Teddy Gale 

| Geo Shearing Ore 
Cate Society 

Ann Cornell 

Harry Gibson 

Jackie Mabley 

Cliff Jackson 
China Doli 

| Noro Morales 

| Jose Corbello 

Katharine Chang 

Toy & Wing 

Myra Kim 

Canton Bros 
Copecadane 


Upstarts 
| Cabot & Dresden 
| Terri Stevens 
James Barrie 
Patricia Adair 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
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os 
Havana-Madrids 
Pancho Ore 
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Jules Lande Orc 
Biltmore 





Lee Crane Ore 
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“Salute to Cole 

| Porter” 

Ruth Ann Koesun 

| John Kriza 

| Don McGrane Orc 

| Hotel Pierre 

Eddie Garr 

Stanley Melba Ore 

Ralph Lane Orc 

Ralph Teferteller 

Hotel Plaza 

| De Marcos 

Maria Neglia 

| Bob Grant Ore 

| Mark Monte Ore 

Payson Re Orc 

Nicolas Mattbey 
Hotel Roosevet 

| Guy Lombardo 
Hotel St. Moritz 

Maureen Cannon 


Diamond Horseshoe Cy Coleman 3 


Billy Bishop 
Jack Gansert 
W. C. Handy 
| Billy Banks 
Choral Quartet 
Juenger Ballet Line 
Gleb Yellin Ore 
El Chico 
Rostia Rios 
Ballesteros & 
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Miguelite Vaides 





Ramoni Ore 
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Milt Shaw Ore 
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Mervyn Nelson 
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Claued Thornhill © 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
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Continued from page 2 


| Equity, American Guild of Variety 
| Artists, American Guild of Musical 
/Artists and American Federation 
of Radio Artists. In the tase of 
|AGVA and AFR.*., the TVA pro- 
| posal was unanimously endorsed at 
| their respective conventioxs. 


Second point will be the so-called 
“mediation proposal” under which 
‘the five eastern talent guilds and 
‘the screen guilds would submit all 
|matters in issue between them to 
|an impartial mediator. SAG will 
nix this motion also. The SAG 
exec board has definitely stated 
| that it will not surrender its juris- 
‘diction over films made for tele- 
'vision and neither will it submit 
that question to arbitration. 


Final point on the agenda is a 
| proposal that mass meetings of all 
members of the 4A’s in specified 
cities be held for the purpose of a 
full discussion of all issues involved 
in the current television con- 
;troversy. While SAG has not 
|tipped its mitt on whether it will 
|Support this motion, it’s considered 
/ likely that they will vote against 
it in view of the other guilds’ de- 
sire for a full airing of the dispute. 

With the latter motion slated to be 
passed over SAG's opposition, the 
center of the dispute will shift to 
Hollywood where the TVA pro- 
ponents will seek to buttonhole film 
players in order to sell their point 
of view. Preliminary steps in this 
direction were seen in the trip of 
George Heller, AFRA's exec secre- 
tary, to the Coast last week when 
he addressed an AFRA meeting on 
the TVA dispute. Many AFRA 
members also belong to SAG. 





2 New Drive-ins Near L’ville 

Louisville. 

Seventh drive-in of Falls Cities 
area, the Preston ozoner, opened 
Oct. 22. Built by M. Switow & Co., 
which operates string of houses in 
Kentucky and Southern Indiana. 
the new operation is not entirely 
complete. 

Another drive-in recently open- 
ed in Hodgenville, Ky., the Mary 
Anderson. It is owned and oper- 
ated by Andy Anderson. 


and his showmanship is probably 
more responsible than any contri- 
butions he makes to the art of 
progressive jazz. 

IXe’s an astute performer, one 
of the very few bandleaders with 
a natural sense of humor and an 
ai..using flair for the incongruous. 
When his bop vocalist, Jimmy 
Carroll sings the “Oo-Bop-A-Dah” 
number, Gillespie is right out there 
with him (ina + coat) filling 
in with intricate footwork and vo- 
cal support. Maestro lashes into a 
frenetic rhumba when his band 
swings into that Afro-Cuban “Man- 
teca.” And his trumpet solos, with 
that special Gillespie brand of 
valve fingering, is always solid. 

More in the traditional groove 
is Dinah Washington, a gal who 
shouts the blues. The audience 
forgets its devotion to modernism 
to welcome such _ well-delivered 
items as “I Cried for You.” “Back 
in Town Blues,” #f I Had You” 
and “Long John 
for contrast or whatever reason, 
Gillespie has been appearing re- 
cently with the Ravens, a record- 
ing quartet in a much quieter vein. 
They are heard with okay results 
in “Lilacs in the Rain,” “Someday” 
and a medley of their disk hits. 
The Chocolateers, male knock- 
about dance trio, contrib fast acro- 
terping. Gagh. 





——, 


Apolile, N. Y. 
Charlie Barnet Orch (17) with 
Buddy Stewart; Pearl Bailey, Bun- 
ny Briggs, “Pigmeat” Markham & 
Co.; “Sky Dragon” (Mono), 


Charlie Barnet’s current stand 
at Harlem's vaude flagship marks 
his last week as a bandleader, for 
the batoner has turned agent. 
Though the crew obviously dis- 
bands with its leader's exit, the 
outfit, nevertheless. shows plenty 
of spirit for the farewell session 
here. Layout is further enhanced 
by the tonflight warbling of Pearl 
Bailey, along with Bunny Briggs’ 
brisk stepping. 

With eight brass, five reed and 
four rhythm, the big combo han- 
dies four numbers before wrap- 
ping up the bill's finale via a med- 
ley of Barnet hits over the past 
15 years. Of the former quartet. 
“Portrait of Ellington” is an in- 


lues.”” Whether | 





during which they bounce rubber 
balls. Fanton unveils some slick 
tap steps and they wind stint with 
a fast jitterbug. 

The Shyrettos, two lads and 
sexy blonde, are a slick cycling 
act. Earl, Jack and Betty, standard 
roller skating turn, invite custom- 
ers from audience to be whirled 
around stage as they cling to the 
neck of one of the maies. Then a 
femme stooge is persuaded to take 
a cuffo whirl and winds up by 


flattening the guy for lots of 
laughs. 

The tooters batoned by Russ 
David score solidly with “I Got 


Rhythm,” “You Do Something to 
Me” and “Barcarole,” with the 
maestro copping a nice hand for 
his “Rhapsody in Blue.” Joe 
Schirmer, orch banjoist, also wins 
the mob with a torrid interp ot 
“Dark Eyes.” Sahu 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Oct. 24. 
Ilona Massey, Kaye & Aldrich, 
Guy Marks, 2 Jacks, Lady Frances, 


Les Rhode House Orch; “Task 
Force” (WB). 
Paramount anniversary in this 


area is marked by a well paced 
layout of vaude at its Florida 


flagship. 


In lush-blonde filmstress Ilona 


Massey they've booked a songstress 
who clicks all the way with her 


vocais and pleasant personality. 
Niftily gowned, she offers smart 
blending of standards plus “Bala- 
laika” from the film in which she 
was featured. Offs to resounding 
reaction. 

Practically walking off with top 
honors is Guy Marks, new to this 
area. His emceeing is effective for 
the buildups, while in own stint 
his impressions are handled for 
top results. There's an incisive bit 
on Arthur Godfrey, plus a Gary 
Cooper takeoff which adds effect 
via the pic on the bill; Charles 
Boyer, Vaughn Monroe and Hum- 
phrey Bogart among others. 

Femme magico Lady Frances 
contribs standard bafflers, but adds 
an extra filip to make the canto 
different. Kaye and Aldrich, witb 
their acro-comedy dance work gar- 
ner rice returns, as does the bal- 
ancing stint of the Two Jacks.Lary 
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A. G. Hays Authors League Counsel, ‘Cuppy IFS 6 CTAFF Ratigan to Preem Next on B way; 
Will Handle Appeal; Colton Named THOCA pues 


Arthur Garfield Hays, appointed 


general counsel last week for the 
Authors League of America and its 
member guilds, will handle the ap- 


peal against the anti-trust decision | 


of last summer against the Drama- 


tists Guild. The action, to be 
brought in the circuit court of ap- 
eals, will seek revérsal of N. Y. 
Reheat Judge Simon H. Rifkind’s 
decision outlawing the Guild's 
minimum basic agreement with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. 


Edward E. Colton, temporary 
negotiator of film sales since the 
recent death of Sidney R. Fleisher, 
has been named permanent nego- 
tiator, at an annual retainer of 
$15,000, Llus $10,000 expenses. He 
was Fleisher’s law partner and 
worked with him on film sale ne- 
gotiations for 14 years. 


As League general counsel, suc- 
ceeding Fleisher, Hays will repre- 
sent the Authors Guild, Dramatists 
Guild and Radio Writers Guild, but 
not the semi-autonomous Screen 
Writers Guild, which has its own 
attorney on the Coast. Hays, who 
helped draw up the original mini- 
mum basic agreement, takes over 
the appeal against the anti-trust 
decision from Edward S. Green- 
baum, who tried the case before 
Judge Rifkind. 


Unique Ad Situation In 
Broadway SRO Setups 





Of Sadler’s, Paris Ballets” 


Unique situation in regards to 
ads has arisen as result of sock 
success of the two ballet troupes, 
Sadler’s Wells and Ballets de Paris, 
on Broadway. French company, 
presented by Arthur Lesser and 
the Shuberts, at the Winter Gar- 
den, has been splurging on special 
advertising. Sadler's, the British 
troupe, at the Met, has been cut- 
ting down its ads, or eliminating 
them entirely. 

Sadler's last week ran a 30-line 
Monday ad in the papers, and not 
another till Saturday. Theatre- 


goers who picked up a paper dur-. 


ing the week ostensibly didn't 
know there was a Sadler's in town, 
much less what the particular eve- 
ning’s program was. Lack of any 
sort of ad for so many days is con- 
sidered unprecedented in show 
biz, especially in the dance field. 


The Sol Hurok office, which 
handles Sadler's exploitation and 
bookings, explained that witn the 
engagement 80° sellout; constant 
review coverage from changes of 
bill, and lines at the boxoffice, 
they didn’t need the ads. Too many 
turnaways, they claimed, would 
create ill-will. Company is doing 
SRO biz, although seats are still 
to be had. Performances are sold, 
however, by curtain time. Sadler's 


is adding an extra performance 


Thursday matinee, Nov. 3, present- 
ing “Sleeping Beauty.” 

The Shuberts, on the other hand, 
usually not liberal with ad coin, 
have been gaing all out on the 
Ballets de Paris though show got 
rs notices and has proved a 

.o. hit. 


BINYON, TIOMKIN IN 





B’WAY TUNER COLLAB 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

“Romantic Weather,” musical by 
Claude Binyon and Dimitri Tiom- 
kin, has been set for Broadway 
production, with negotiations on 
for Hedy Lamarr or Lucille Ball to 
star. 

Deal has been cooking with John 
Shubert for some time. 


BUFFALO BOOKINGS 


Buffalo, Oct. 25. 

Legit bookings for the Erlanger 
following Katharine Cornell's pre- 
miere last week include “Anne of 
the Thousands Days,” current 
week; “Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
(Susan Peters), Nov. 3-5, and Black- 
~ the Magician, week of Nov. 








Berlin, Allyn McLerie In 
Lady Liberty Ceremony 


Irving Berlin, Allyn McLerie and 
the vocal chorus of “Miss Liberty” 
will participate in the 63d anni- 
versary ceremonies Friday (28) at 
the Statue of Liberty, on Bedloe’s 
Islan*, in New York harbor. They 
will sing the “Give Me Your Tired, 
Your Poor” number from the Ber- 
lin-Robert E. Sherwood musical, 
in which Miss McLerie is featured. 


Mayor William O'Dwyer and 
French ambassador Henri Bonnet 
will be the principal speakers at 
the ceremony. That will parallel 
a scene in the musical, in which 
the Mayor and the French ambas- 
sador give speeches at the dedica- 
tion of the statue. 


Tele ‘USA’ Fails 
To Hurt Legiter 


Television edition of “Inside 
U.S.A.” is apparently not hurting 
the boxoffice draw of the touring 
| legit production of the revue. On 
the basis of last week’s grosses in 
Columbus and Indianapolis, where 
the TV version is aired locally, 
|}and the advance sale for the cur- 
rent engagement in St. Louis, the 
stage original may even profit 
from the video exploitation. 


The touring musical, with Bea- 
trice Lillie starred, got a near- 
capacity $34,400 last week in eight 
performances in the two towns. 
The take for four performances in 
Columbus was over $15,000 and the 





figure for the second half-week in | 


Kansas City, Oct. 
Although it has never fg 
show on Broadway or on tour, a 
_ producing outfit in Kansas 


To Write New Comedy for Olivier 





a Frank Fay May Tour 
| In ‘Silver Whistle’ 


City grossed over $2,000,000 last ' 


year That's averaging almost 
$40.000 a week on a year-around 
basis. The business was chalked 
up on presentations in nearly 
2,600 towns, including every state 
of the union and 185 in Canada. 
The take was split 50-50 between 
the producing firm and local spon- 
soring organizations. 

Gimmick is that the show in 
every case is the same, with the 
producing company supplying 
script, costumes, director, etc., and 
the local outfit providing the cast, 
hiring the auditorium and selling 
tickets. Kansas City firm is Em- 
pire Producing Co. It has a large 
staff of directors to take cigarge 
of the local presentations, a sizable 
production crew, with a warehouse 
of castumes, drapes, props, etc. 
|Local sponsoring organizations, 
which have numbered some ye it 
in Empire's 18-year history, in- 
clude chambers of commerce, 
parent-teacher groups, social nerce, | 
Scout troops, etc. 

Deal for a local group to pre- 
sent suche a show (last season's 
offering was a revue, “Laff It Off’’) 
involves no guarantee, no script or 
music to buy (or rights to clear), 
no director fee, no transportation 
and only a few simple items to 
supply. Empire sends one of its 
staff of femme directors, who 
takes charge of the show, advises 
on terms for rental of the hall, 
makes suggestions as to exploita- 
tion, ticket sales casting, acts as 
business manager, rehearses and 
puts on the show. 

Empire pays the director's salary 
and transportation, but the local 

(Continned on page 77) 





Indianapolis bettered $19,000. The | 


, advance for the two-week stand in 
St. Louis, opening Monday night 
(24), was $25,500. The only other 
date played by the show since it 
reopened for the fall season was 
Toronto, where the TV edition is 
not available. The week's gross for 


It’s figured that since the legit 
and TV versions of the revue obvi- 
ously have different casts, there is 
little chance of the public confus- 
_ing them as the same show. How- 
ever, producer Arthur Schwartz 
fears there may be a slight chance 
of potential legit patrons getting 
the impression that the material in 
ithe iwo offerings may be ihe same, 
or at least similar, so he’s trying 
to work out ways of clarifying the 
situation in publicity and advertis- 
ing. 


‘GOODBYE,’ ‘LORD’ PULL 
CUT-RATE LEBLANG’S TIX 


Managements of “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” at the Martin Beck, N. Y., 
and “Yes, M’Lord,” at the Booth, 
have withdrawn allotments of tick- 
ets to Leblang’s agency for cut- 
rate sale. However, seats for the 
revival of “Twelfth Night,” at the 
_Empire, are still being cut-rated by 
the brokerage. 


Publication in the dailies last 
week of the fact that Leblang’s, 
which formerly carried on an ex- 
tensive trade in 
Broadway shows, was selling tick- 
ets to “Fancy” and “M'Lord” at 
reduced prices brought immediate 
action from the producers in ques- 
tion. In the case of Aldrich & 
Myers and Michael Kanin, present- 
ers of “Fancy,” they declared they 
had not known the theatre had 
been cutting prices, and they or- 
dered it stopped. In the case of 
the Shuberts, they merely halted 
the reduced-scale allotments to the 
agency. 

Meanwhile, Leblang’s this week 
opened its newest branch office, 
in the Abraham & Straus depart- 
ment store, Jamaica, L. Il. They 
already operate outlets in Gim- 
bel’s, Wanamaker's and other Man 
hattan stores, and plan to expand 
ithe system still more. 





that date was a satisfactory $34,100. | 


cut-rates for, 


Ann Lee-Charlton Eye 
' Broadway Production 
For Tryout in Phoenix 


Ann Lee and Richard Charlton, 
currently setting their winter stock 
schedule for the Sombrero play- 


house, Phoenix, hope to do at least | 


one new play during the season, 
with the idea of presenting it on 
Broadway next year. With their 
producing setup, they figure they | 
could bring in a one-setter for un- 
der $10,000. That would include 
the physical production, which they | 


would build at Sombrero, for which | 


they have signed Broadway scene 
designer Robert Rowe Paddock for 
the season. 

Set for the Sombrero season thus 
far are “My Sister Eileen,” with 
Una Merkel; “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,” with Moss Hart and 
Kitty Carlisle, and Dorothy Mc- 
Guire and Ruth Hussey in plays to 
be selected. Schedule, opening 
Jan. 10, will run 10 or 12 weeks. 


Although they can pay relatively | 
Miss Lee and) 


modest salaries, 
Charlton hope to be able to get 
wellknown actors for their resident 
company. Players will be put up 
rent and board-free at Echo Lodge, 


(Continned on page 77) 


See ANTA Operating 
D.C. Belasco in ’50 


Prospects of the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy taking 
over the Belasco theatre, Washing- 
ton, have brightened with the re- 
port last week that a needed fire 
exit could be established without 
reducing the seating capacity. With 
this problem practicaily cleared 
away, it was felt by an ANTA rep- 
reséntative that the theatre might 
begin operating early next year. 

Among the problems still to be 
ironed out by ANTA is the ap- 
pointment of a manager. The Be 
lasco has a seating capacity of 
1.455. which is 225 less than Wash 
ington’s National theatre, which 
switched last year from legit to 
film presentations after a big 
‘ segregation snarl, 





Frank Fay may star in “The Sil- 
ver Whistle” on the road this win- 
ter. The actor, who last spring 
completed a long run in “Harvey,” 
his first part in a straight play, is 
being considered by the Theatre 
Guild to take over the Jose Ferrer 
part in a tour of “Whistle.” Ferrer 
is not available. 

With Fay apparently unwilling 
to play another season’s tour in 
“Harvey,” Brock Pemberton was 
considering other possible stars for 
the assignment, but hasn't been 
able to get anyone satisfactory. 
Meanwhile, the producer is busy 
with the presentation of “Love Me 
Long,” currently trying out in 
Philadelphia. 


‘Anne’ Will Tour 
Colleges, ‘50-51 


“Anne of the Thousand Days” 
will be booked for the 1950-51 
seasoh on a tour of colleges and 
cultural groups. Special! touring 
production will be devised, so the 
show can play one-nighters and 
be set up in auditoriums, gym- 
nasiums and other spots not regu- 
larly booking professional shows. 
Top stars will be sought for the 
two leads now played by Rex Har- 
rison and Joyce Redman in the 
original edition, and the regular 
script will be used. 


If the operation is successful, 
other Playwrights’ Co. shows may 
| be similarly toured, including past 
and future Anderson scripts and 
some by Robert E. Sherwood and 
possibly other members. 
| bookings will be arranged by the 
|firm’s pressagent, William Fields, 
who handled the same assignment | 
for “The Green Pactures” some 
years ago. 

“Anne,” currently on a tour of 
key cities, recently closed a sea- 
,son’s run on Broadway. 


LAS VEGAS ROW FOLDS 
TROUPE; EQUITY PROBE 


Las Vegas, N. M., Oct. 25. 


Following a row between the 
cast and management, including a 
scene on stage in full view of the 
audience, the Bird Cage playhouse 
here closed 
weekend. Sara Lee Harris, produ- 
cer, fired the company without no- 
tice and is reportedly seeking to 
reopen with a new cast, with Ed- 
ward Everett Horton as guest stir, 
but that presumably depends on 
action by Actors Equity. 

Climaxing growing reports of 
differences between the cast and 
|management, a violent quarrel 
broke out backstage Sunday night 








(23), with Miss Harris allegedly | 


slapping one actress in the face. 
Then she reportedly went before 
the curtain to announce to the 
audience that she was firing the 
entire company because of ‘“dis- 
sension among the actors.” State- 
ment to that effect appeared in the 
local press. 

Understood that the Equity dep- 
uty with the company has filed a 
lengthy report of the situation to 
the union and that the bond for 
two weeks’ salaries is being held 
pending settlement. Meanwhile, 
unless Miss Harris posts addition- 
al bond to cover salaries of the 
new company, there's a question 
of whether Equity will permit its 
members to ) appe ar at the theatre. 


White’ s New ‘Scandals’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25 
George White is opening a new 
“Scandals” at the Curran, Frisco, 
Nov 8. 
He was recently in N. Y., 
s talent. 


eyeing 


Actual | 


abruptly over the, 


SHOWOF THE MONTH’S 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Having received favorable notices 
from seven of the nine New York 
dailies, Terence Rattigan is in- 
clined to be confident about the 
boxoffice chances of his double- 
bill, “The Browning Version.” at 
the Coronet, N. Y. And as a vet- 
eran of many previous workouts 
by the critics, the British play- 
wright is philosophical. As for the 
two aisle-sitters who didn't like the 
new show, he discounted them in 
advance, being pretty sure from 
past experience what they would 
Say. 

As an indication that his emo- 
tional feathers aren't ruffled by 
the two unflattering estimates of 
his work, Rattigan plans to have 
his next play produced in the U. S. 
before it is done in England. He 
has an idea for the script and a 
verbal understanding with a Brit- 
, ish star (whom he carefully avoids 
identifying, but who may be Sir 
Laurence Ojliivier) io piay the lead 
in it. But that’s only one item on 
the quiet, good-humored play- 
wright’s crowded slate. 

Besides the new full-length play, 
Rattigan wants to write another 
double-bill consisting, like “The 
Browning Version,” of a serious 
drama and a farce. He has vari- 
ous ideas for other scripts, but 
nothing that he feels an urgent de- 
sire to get on paper. However, he 
has a commitment to do the screen 
adaptation of his stage success of 
several seasons ago, “O Mistress 
Mine.” 

Last week, he received an offer 
from British film producer J. Ar- 
thur Rank for the picture rights to 
“Browning.” His other recent legit 
click, “The Winslow Boy,” has 
been filmed in England, but has 
(Continned on page 77) 





‘Brig,’ ‘Lives,’ ‘USA’ 
Hire 2 Press Agents 
| As Double-Checker 


Possibly initiating a new policy 
for touring musical shows, the 
managements of “Brigadoon,” “In- 
side U.S.A.” and “Private Lives” 
have employed two pressagents for 
, each production. One man follows 
‘the traditional road schedule of 
traveling two weeks ahead of the 
‘show to plant advance publicity, 
arrange hotel accommodations, set 
up interviews, etc. The added 
agent travels with the company to 
follow-through on the _ various 
projects set by his colleague. 

Chery! Crawford was the first to 
try the new system, hiring Anthony 
Buttitta to go ahead of her pro- 


(Continned on page 77) 





$150,000 IN TICKETS 


About $150,000 worth of tickets 
for five incoming Broadway shows 
have been bought by the Show of 
the Month Club. Most of the pur- 
chases have been by members of 
the organization, with a small part 
of the business representing thea- 
tre parties. Meantime, the SOMC 
membership is rapidly increasing, 
with 78 applications having come 
in Monday (24) and the total en- 
rolilment expected to reach 3,000 
by Saturday (29). 

Five productions represented in 
the SOMC purchases. with the 
amount for each, are “Double Bill” 
($21,000), “Montserrat” ($37,000), 
“Lost in the Star” ($20.000), “Re- 
gina” ($15,000) and “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” ‘$57.000). All are 
SOMC selections or alternates. 


3d to Drop ‘Poison’ 

The failure of Kevin Burke to 
renew his option last week on 
Leonard Lee's “Sweet Poison” 
makes him the third producer in 
the past few months whose plans 
of producing the play fizzled 

Both Lassor Grossberg and 
Richar@® Krakeur had previously 
announced the drama presentation 


jthis season, 
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Shortage of Suitable Theatres 


Crimping Off B'way Production 





A dearth of suitable theatres is¢— 


the principle reason for the tre- 
mendous drop in off-Broadway ac- 
tivity, according to Mel Goldblatt; | 
managing director of the Interplay- | 
ers. Practically all of the five ex- 
perimental groups that operated 
this summer and composed the 
Off-Broadway Theatre League have 
run the course of their leases, or 
are on the last lap. Inability to 
meet costly rental demands, bad 
location of a number of houses and 
insufficient seating accommoda- 
tions in most of those that come 
within their financial range, indi- 
cate that most of these outfits will 
remain under wraps this winter 

In addition to the Interplayers 
the off-Broadway quintet included 
Studio 7, People’s Drama, We Pre- 
sent and Off-Broadway, Inc. Two 
of the groups, We Present and Peo- 
ple’s Drama, faded before the end 
of the summer season. The Inter- 
players’ lease on Carnegie Recital 
Hall expired Oct. 9, leaving 
that group without a home. Studio 
7 left the ‘Provincetown Play- 
house Oct. 18 to make way for 
the annual Gilbert and _ Sulli 
van offerings, and off-Broadway. 
Inc., has to vacate the Cherry Lane 


theatre before Nov. 1 when On- 
Stage takes over 
Of those five outfits, the Inter- 


players is currently negotiating for 
a theatre. If the deal materializes, 
the group may go into joint opera- 
tion with Studio 7. The other 
groups have shown no signs of sit- 
uating themselves this winter. As 
pointed up by Goldblatt, the off- 
Broadway organizations are faced 
with limited finances which keep 
them down to weekly rental that 
comes to about $300 tops for a 300- 
seater But, according to Gold- 
blatt, the 300-seat theatre, which is 
necessary to make a profit on the 
$1.80 top price asked, rents in ex- 
cess of $300 

Some of the places looked into 
by the Interplayers, but which 
turned out to be too expensive 
were the Barbizon Plaza, the Cha- 
nin Auditorium and Times Hall. 
Theatres like the Hudson Guild on 
23rd st. are badly located and have 
proven unpopular. One _ theatre 
available is the New Stages on 
Bleecker street, which is a 300- 
seater and too small for that 
group’s operations. Problem of 
leasing it to an amateur group. 
however, entails an ironing out of 
the present concessions allowed the 
New Stages by the theatrical 
unions. 


WILL MAHONEY MULLS 
LONDON, AUSSIE OFFERS 


Back in the U. S. after a long 
Australian stay as a legit producer 
and performer, ex - vaudevillian 
Will Mahoney has been offered the 
leading role in Jack Hylton's pro- 
jected London production of “As 
the Girls Go.” Show is scheduled 
to be put on next spring. Mahone 
has also been approached by the 
J.C. Williamson circuit to star in 
the Australian version of “Harvey” 
next year. Both offers are being 
considered, but it’s understood that 
the onetime vaude headliner pre- 
fers to remain in this c try. 

Mahoney, who did a guest shot 
on Milton Berle’s tele show a 
couple of weeks ago, may make a 
stage appearance at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., shortly. 


10 Musicals Slated 
By Detroit Opera Co. 


Detroit, Oct. 25. 

The Detroit Civie Light Opera 
Assn. announced a program of 10 
musicals for its seventh season be- 
ginning Christmas night and end- 
ing March 5 

The association had its biggest 
season last vear when it grossed 
more than $450,000 in 10 weeks 
Shows this year will include “Show 
Boat,”’ “Naughty Marietta,” “Good 
News,” “Chocolate Soldier,” “Des- 
ert Song,” “No, No, Nanette,” “Up 
in Central Park,” “Song of Nor- 
way,” “Annie Get Your Gun,” and 
“Carmen Jones.” 








No. Carolina U. Play 
Chapel Hill, N. C., Oct. 25 
“The Spirit of Cedarhurst,” by 

Mildred FE. Danforth, will be 
presented Thursday and Friday 
(27-28) by the Carolina Playmakers, 
dramatic group of the Univ. of 
North Carolina. 





 Tivaled in the dance world. 


Bring Repertory To 
' Negro Communities 
Designed to bring theatrical 
productions to Negroes in small 
communities, the American Negro 


Repertory Players began their 
third season Monday (24) with a 


presentation of Ibsen’s “Ghosts” at 
Tulliston college, Austin, Tex. Ap- 
proved by the American National 
Theatre and Academy, the troupe 
will continue along the southern 
circuit, offering “Blithe Spirit’ 
and “Angel Street” in addition to 
the Ibsen play. 

Headed by _  actor-director-pro- 
ducer Milton Wood, the cast in- 
cludes Isabelle Cooley and Charles 
Swain (both from N. Y. production 
“Anna Lucasta’’), Jacqueline Levy, 
Helen Marsh and Oden Browne. 
The outfit, booked by National 
Concert Artists Corp., travels in 
a trailer, carrying portable sets 
and doubling in thesper chores on 
the road. Sets for this all-colored 
traveling repertory group are by 
John Matas. Dorothy Nies did the 
costumes. 





St. Louis Muny Al Fresco 
Season (31st) Best Yet 
With $638,900 Gross 


St. Louis, Oct. 25. 

Despite a national trend towards 
a slump in the al fresce entertain- 
ment field, the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera Assn.'s 3lst consecutive sea- 
son, recently closed, broke all at- 
tendance’ records. A total of 
898.448 saw 87 performances dur- 
ing the 12-week season and the 
mark bettered the previous high 
registered in 1946 by 31,485 and 
the 1948 mark by 77,403. 

Estimated gross for the 1949 sea- 
son was $638,900, but because of 
the rising costs all along the line 
the margin of profit was small. 
During the season a new attend- 
ance mark for a single perform- 
ance was set, with 
out Aug. 14 for “Roberta,” one of 
the best coin grabbers of the or- 
ganization’s repertory. A 15-night 
stand of “Song of Norway,” pre- 
sented for the first time in the 
Forest Park playhouse, drew 
151,597 customers. An extra per- 
formance was added to the sked 
this year to accommodate out-of- 
towners Labor Day. Two perform- 
ances were lost because of rain. 

Recently Jacob M. Lashly, a 
local barrister, was elected prez of 
the organization for the fourth 
consecutive time. 








Sadler’s Wells Ballet 











Sadler's Wells Ballet of London 
added two new works to its N. Y. 
repertory at the Met Opera House 
last week, in “Cinderella” and 
“Swan Lake.” Both are full-eve- 
ning works never done before in 
America, although the second of 
the four acts of “Swan Lake” is 
presented regularly by U. S. dance 
troupes under the same title as a 
complete ballet. 


The two works are worthy addi- 
tions to Sadler's list, and as given 
by the brilliant British company, 
afford absorbing evenings in the 
theatre. “Cinderella,” to the music 
of Prokofieff, with choreography 
by Frederick Ashton, has fun and 
spectacle vieing with classic dance 
for attention. In fact, the fun pre- 
dominates, with less dancing af- 
forded than customarily expected 
But with Robert Helpmann and 
Ashion playing the two stepsis- 
ters, the fun is highgrade while 
being definitely lowbrow and slap- 
stick. Margot Fonteyn’s perform- 
ance as Cinderella, and ensemble 


dancing in the ballroom scene, am- | 
Strictly ballet ad-. 


ply repay the 


dicts. 
With “Swan Lake,” however, 
Sadler's makes the most impres- 


sive showing of its presentations 
to date. This is classical ballet in 
its purest form, and with Miss Fon- 
teyn dancing superbly as the Swan 
Queen, and the corps de ballet ex- 
hibiting its amazing precision and 
discipline, it makes an enchanting 
evening. For beauty and glamor as 
well as dancing excellence, Sa- 
dier’s “Swan Lake” is probably un 


Bron. 


12,016 turning | 


$7,240 Judgments On 
‘Carrolls,’ ‘Overtons’ 


Default judgments against pro- | 
ducer Paul Czinner, his actress- 
wife Elisabeth Bergner and pro- 


ducer - pressagent Robert Reud 
have been awarded in N. Y. Su- 


/preme court. They total $7,270 and 


cover unpaid claims involving the 
Broadway productions, “The Two 
Mrs. Carrolls” and “The Over--« 
tons.” 

Three judgments, in favor of 
Hattie Carnegie, are for $5,611 
for costumes for the two shows 
Defendants in these actions are 
Czinner and Reud. A fourth judg- 
ment, for $1.659, in favor of § 
Eliman, is against Czinner and 
Miss Bergner. 

“Carrolls,” produced by Reud 
and Czinner, and _ starring Miss 
Bergner, was a hit during the 1943- 
44 season. “Overtons,” presented by 
Czinner and staged by Miss Berg- 
ner, had a five-month run during 
the spring of 1945, but failed to 
pay off. 





Grandma Moses | 


Nixed on ‘Pursuit’ 


The Theatre Guild, which had 
considered having the scenery for 
its .musical production of “The 
Pursuit of Happiness” in the style 
of Grandma Moses, has dropped 
the idea. Reason was two-fold, 
partly because the scenic artists’ | 
union rules forbid it and also be- | 
cause, on further consideration, 
the idea seemed impractical. 

Present plan is to use a “primi- 
tive’ theme for the decor, with 
Horace Armistead set as designer. 
It was decided that, sinee the most 
familiar Grandma Moses paintings 
are exteriors, her style would not 
be suitable for “Pursuit,” most of 
the scenes of which will be in- 
teriors. 

Under the regulations of the 
United Scenic Artists, scenery may 
not be designed by a non-union 
artist, nor adapted from the work 
of non-union artists. 


FIRST PIANO QUARTET 
HASSLE GOES TO COURT 


Hassle over whether Edwin Fad- 





iman and Fadiman Associates, 
Ltd., or the players themselves, 
have the exclusive management 


rights to the First Piano Quartet, 
was dragged into the N. Y. su- 
preme court last week. Adam Gar- 
ner, originator of the quartet, 
filed suit against Fadiman and 
Fadiman Associates to declare null 
and void a contract made between 
them in 1945.- Countering the 
move, Fadiman and Fadiman Asso- 
ciates also filed suit charging Gar- 
ner with an alleged breach of con- 
tract. 

The contract, which Garner en- 
tered into four years ago, turned 
over to Fadiman half the rights 
to the quartet's title and also en- 
abled Fadiman and Fadiman As- 
sociates, according to Garner, to 
take from 60° to 70° of the 
grosses racked up by the outfit. 
Jaffe & Jaffe is handling the case 
for Garner; L. Arnold Weissberger 
is attorney for the Fadimans. 


Bush-Stone-Hart In 
| Brit. Tryout Pre-B’way 


Robert Bush and Harold Stone, 
in association with Bernard Hart, 
are planning a British tryout of 
“Lace on Her Petticoat,” comedy 
by Amy Stuart, which they intend | 
to present on Broadway next 
spring. The English production, by 
arrangement with the West End 
firm of Beckwith and Stoker, is 
slated to premiere at Brighton, 
then be brought directly to New | 
York. 

If the show clicks, the idea is to 
do another edition for London. 


New Haven’s Sked 


New Haven, Oct. 25. 
Shubert, dark for two weeks 
since breakin of “Regina,” dons the 
buskin again with current preem 
of “Texas, Li'l Dariin’" (25-29). 
Further revision in fall lineup 
now offers this sked through No- 
vember. “Signor Chicago” (preem) 
Nov. 3-5; “Closing Door” (preem) 
Nov. 10-12° “Private Lives” (Tallu- 
lah Bankhead) Nov. 17-19: “Clut- 
terbuck" (preem) Nov. 24-26; “As 
You Like It” (Katharine Hepburn) 
Nov. 26-Dec. 3 (preemi., , 
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Joseph Wood Krutch, winding up 25 years as drama critic for The 
Nation this week, claims he’s the oldest practitioner, next to George 
Jean Nathan, in point of legit service. Writing on “The First 25 Years,” 
he points out that the theatre is one of the few places in a divided 
world where human beings can still agree at least on one thing— 
that they are members of the human race. “Perhaps the theatre,” he 
adds, “is indeed the only truly catholic temple still standing and gathers 
the only worshipers not divided. The church is sectarian; nearly every 
other meeting place is partisan. But an audience laughing or weeping 
at a play is truly united. It is impossible to feel wholly isolated or 
completely alone. 

“And it may be that those plays whose subject is honor, or pity, or 
fear, or love, are actually more significant than those which deal with 
what are called ‘problems’.” 





Despite the continued newsprint shortage there, newspapers in Lon- 
don are still (more than a week after the premiere) devoting lavish 
space to the West End production of “Streetcar Named Desire.” Not 
only in weekend followup critical columns, but also in features with art 
layouts, and editorials, the Tennessee Williams drama is being de- 
nounced with such terms as “brutal,” “disgusting” and “degrading.” 
There are additional raves for the performances of Vivien Leigh, Bonar 


Colleano and Renee Asherson, the three leads and, to a lesser extent, 


to Laurence Olivier’s direction. 


Nearly all the articles mention the show's unprecedented boxoffice 


success. 


But perhaps equally indicative of the public interest is the 
| way in which the Evening Standard plays up a page one announce. 


ment that it is serializing the play’s complete script. 


While Ken Englund is on the Coast scripting for RKO, his family is 


holding down the legit fort. 


His daughter Pat has been signed for a 


role in the forthcoming Theatre Guild production of “As You Like It,” 


while his son George is currently 
Churchill 


starrer, “The Philadelphia Story.” 


performing in the touring Sarah 
Mrs. Englund (Mabel 


Albertson) is appearing at the Pasadena (Cal.) playhouse as the lead in 


“Happy Birthday.” 





Harry Mirsky, company manager 
of the touring “Student Prince,” a 
patient at Boston City hospital, 
with Irving Becker subbing 
Alexander Cohen, Emanuel Rosen- 
feld, Jack Shlissel and Arthur 
Klein admitted to membership in 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers. Vernon L. 
McReavy, John F. Walsh and Mary 
Porter were turned down ... John 
Beal and Helen Craig (Mrs. Beal) 
will guest-star in “Antigone” at 
Wooster ‘O.) college Nov. 9-12... 
Donald Buka guesting in “Golden 


Boy” at the Resident theatre, Kan-« 


sas City, and Nancy Carroll star- 
ring in “The Two Mrs. Carrolls” 
at the Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) little 
theatre. 


Frank Hall has joined. Michael 
Todd as general production man- 
ager . .. Charles Stewart is the 
new house manager of the Music 
Box, N. Y., succeeding Morris 
Jacobs, Latter continues as gen- 
eral manager for Richard Rodgers 
& Oscar Hammerstein, II... Hen- 
ry Martin will stage manage 
Cheryl Crawford’s production of 
the Alexander Knox meller, “The 
Closing Door” . . . Producer Ben 
Kutcher back from Columbus, 
where he arranged for the con- 
struction of a special tank for his 
traveiing skating show, “Keep It 
on Ice,” which Ken Parker will di- 
rect . . . Sam Wanamaker, rather 
than Sir Cedric Hardwicke, will 
stage the Richard Aldrich & Rich- 
ard Myers revival of Shaw’s 
‘Caesar and Cleopatra,” in which 
Hardwicke will co-star with Lilli 
Palmer. It opens Dec. 20 at the 
National, N. Y., without tryout but 
after a week of previews. 


Trescott Ripley, who played 
Olivia to Betty Field’s Viola in the 
Boston Repertory theatre revival 
of “Twelfth Night,” is staying on 
to play Masha in “The Sea Gull,” 
starring Louise Rainer... Al 
Rosen and Herbert J. Freezer last 
week distributed the first dividend 
of 2623° to the backers of “Dia- 
mond Lil” ... Karl Nielson will 
stage manage the Theatre Guild 
revival of “As You Like It,”. to 
star Katharine Hepburn . . . Rob- 
ert Ardrey’s “Thunder Rock.” re- 
vised and with a completely re- 
written third act, will be toured 
this winter by the Barter theatre. 
The author, in New York this 
week, leaves in a few days for 
Dallas, on his way back to Holly- 
wood .. . Harvey Sabinson is asso- 
ciate p.a. with Karl Bernstein. 


Marian Byram has resigned as 


| associate to pressagent Nat Dorf- 


man in order to drive her parents 
to Florida. Her husband, Para- 
mount exec John Byram, is visit- 
ing the studios, but is due back 
east in a couple of weeks...| 
Eunice Healey has opened a pro- 
duction office, sharing space with 
producer Harald Bromley . . . The 
Shuberts have made the following 
house manager assignments for 
their New York theatres for this | 
season: Rex Connor, Century; 
Jack Small, Shubert; Lawrence S. | 
Lawrence, Jr., Majestic; Norman. 
Lught, Imperial; Rebert Ronchet- 
ti, Plymopth; Bernard Clancy,| 
Broadhurst} Robert Ward, Broad- 
way; Lyn Hardy, Royale; Sam Hor- 
worth, St. James; Emanuel Rosen- 
feld, Golden; John Johnstone. 
Winter Garden; Elias Weinstock, 


Legit Bits 


| tler, 


| London’s 





— 


Booth; Henry Sorenson, Barry- 
more; Frank O’Connor, Mansfield; 
Frank L. Smith, National. 


Marcus Heiman convalescing at 
home after several weeks’ kospi- 
talization for a chronic eye ailment. 
. .. Katherine C. Shea, widow of 
Al Shea, who formerly booked the 
Lyric, Bridgeport, is booking the 
Klein auditorium there, opening 
the season Friday-Saturday (28- 
29) with Tallulah Bankhead in 
“Private Lives” ... “Mister Rob- 
erts,” nearing the two-year mark 
at the Alvin, N. Y., will shutter 
the pre-Christmas week to give 
the cast a breather, relighting 
Dec. 26... The Calgary Brothers 
have joined the cast of “Howdy, 
Mr. Ice of 1950.” 


Co-producer Ernest Martin and 
librettist Jo Swerling are due Nov. 
15 from the Coast to work with 
co-producer Cy Feuer on finishing 
the book for the forthcoming 
musical, “Guys and Dolls.” Com- 
poser Frank Loesser will come 
east about Dec. 1 with the com- 
pleted score, after which they'll 
go into production . . . Georges 
Guetary, who'll play the male lead 
in the Theatre Guild’s musical edi- 
tion of “The Pursuit of Happiness,” 
opposite Nanette Fabray, is due 
tomorrow (Thur.) from England. 
. . . Cheryl Crawford’s production 
of “The Closing Door” is due Dec. 
1 at the Empire, N. Y., and Leland 
Hayward’s presentation of the Gar- 
son Kanin play, “Rat Race,” mzey 
go into the Barrymore, with 
“Streetcar Named Desire” moving 
to ancther house. 


Yvonne Adair has withdrawn 
from “Lend an Ear.” with Beverly 
Hosier, Jenny Lou Law and Shirley 
Brown dividing her duties 
Michael Todd, already preparing 
the production of the musical, “My 
Darlin’ Aida.” may simultaneously 
ready a “Tired Business Man's 
Revue.” with Garson Kanin’s com- 
edy. “For Men Only.” on his future 
slate .. . London producer Hugh 
Beaumont, who operates as H. M. 
Tennent, Ltd., and theatre owner 
Prince Littler, in New York to try 
to button up a West End presenta- 
tion of “Carousel.” are house 
guests of British-born actress 
Adrienne Allen (Mrs. William 
Whitney) .. . Bill Doll succeeded 
Samuel J. Friedman as pressagent 
for “Lend an Ear.” revue which 
shifts this weekend from the 
Shubert to the Mansfield, N. Y. 
However, Friedman remains on full 
salary, as he has a run-of-the-play 
contract with producers William 
R. Katzell, Franklin Gilbert and 
William Eythe. 

Irene Mayer Selznick in N. Y. 
after setting up London and Paris 

reems of “Streetcar.” Has other 
egit ventures planned, but pre- 
fers not to make announcements 


,at present ... Arthur Margetson, 


due for a role in Benn Levy's up- 
coming “Clutterbuck,” in from 
Britain last week . . . Prince Lit- 
British impresario, another 
arrival. He’ll look over the current 
shows during a brief Gotham stay 
.. . Vivian Van Damm, operator of 
Windmill theatre, re- 
turned to England last week . . . 
Frederick Lonsdale in New York 
until December, when he sails for 
Britain to be on hand for the 
preem of his comedy, “A Lamp 
Went Out.” 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VanietTy’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 21st week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current ............. oe 20 21 
Total weeks played so far by all shows .... 341 392 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $532,800 $602,300 
Total season's gross so far by all shows.... $8,992,800 $9,164,400 
Number of new productions so far....... . 8 20 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 22 31 
Total weeks played so far by all shows , 257 390 
Total road gross reported last week . $473.658 $621 100 
Season's total road gross so far . $6,147,965 $8,147,100 














L. A. Legit Dismal; 
Finian’ $39,300 Finale 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 


Legit scene grows very gloomy 
here at present, with “Finian’s 
Rainbow” moving along to other 
pots of gold after a four-week 
stand at the Philharmonic and with 
two smaller shows folding after | 
trying valiantly to get by. These 
are “I Remember Mama” and “The 
Respectful Prostitute.” 


“Mama,” with Charlotte Green- 
wood starring, remained at El | 
Capitan for a sorry two weeks. 
“Prostitute,” after moving from 
one smaller house, the Coronet, to 
the slightly-larger Las Palmas, died 
the second week of the transfer 

Only thing open now is “Behold 
the Day,”’ piay about Israel, at the 

Doing well, too 








Kate Ups House Record, $52,886, “mln 
Salesman’ $27,200, ‘Brig’ 236, Chi 





Chieago, Oct. 25. + 


Newest addition to Chi's legit 
lineup, “At War With the Army,” 
opened Sat. (22) at Harris theaire, 
while “Brigadoon” pulled siakes 
after a n.s.g. three-weeker at the 
Great Northern. Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, at Chi Civic Opera 
House, started slowly after open- 
ing Monday (17) but is climbing 
steadily, with past weekend a sell- 
out. College of Surgeons’ annual 
convensh here boosted “Death of 
a Salesman” to near-capacity and 
helped keep “Kiss Me Kate” tick- 
ets at bootleg prices of $25 a pair. 

New product for November are 
“Detective Story,” slated for Nov. 
1 opening, and “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” Nov. 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“At War With the Army,” Har- 
ris (1,000; $3.71). Opened Sat. (22) 
at Harris Theatre. 

“Brigadoon,” Great Northern 
(3d wk) (1.500; $4.94). Closed Sat. 
i122) after three weeks; finaled at 
$23,000. 

“Ballet Russe,” Civic Opera 
House (3.593; $3.71). Chalked up 
$51,000 in nine performances thus 
far. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Erlanger 
(Sth wk) (1,334; $4.33). Near 


eapacity since off Guild subscrip- | 


tion at $27,200. 

“Kiss Me Kate,” Shubert (4th 
wk) (2,100: $6.18). SRO as usual, 
boosting its own house record to 
$52,886. 


‘STREETCAR’ BIG $23,500 
IN 3 WESTERN STANDS 


Denver, Oct. 25. 
Playing return engagement, 
“Streetcar Named Desire” did a 
big $9.700 in three shows at the 
3,000-seat auditorium with a $3.60 


top. 

= played here last June and 
did a big $11,000 for the same 
number of shows. 


$9,900 in Salt Lake City 
Salt Lake City, Oct. 25. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” col- 
lected a neat $9,900 for three per- 
formances last Monday-Tuesday 
(17-18) at the Canitol theatre here. 
Tennessee Williams drama got 
favorable reviews and audience 
comment. 


Boulder’s $3,900 
Boulder, Col., Oct. 25. 
For a single performance last 

Thursday night (20) at the 2,543- 
seat Macky auditorium, “Street- 
car” pulled $3,900. Show lost a 
performance Wednesday (19), as it 
spent that day traveling here from 
Oklahoma City. 


‘Love Me Long’ $3,000 
In Wilmington Bow 


Wilmington, Oct. 25. 

Brock Pemberton’s production of 
Doris Frankel’s “Love Me Long,” 
premiering last Thursday-Saturday 
(20-22) at the 1,200-seat Playhouse, 
grossed over $3,000 at a $3.60 top. 

Comedy is in Philadelphia this 
week for a final tuneup before 
opening next Tuesday night (1) on 
Broadway. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
‘road)\--John Kenley. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”— 
ferman Levin & Oliver Smith. 

“Man Whe Came to Dinner” 
‘road)—Max Gordon. 

“Metropole”—Max Gordon. 

“Private Lives” (road)—John C. 
Wilson. 

“Signor Chicago” — Joseph M. 
Hyman. 

















Atlanta’s Penthouse 


| Still Grossing Big Biz 
Atlanta, Oct. 235. 

Capacity business or near it, 
continues at the Penthouse thea- 
tre, situated atop Atlanta’s down- 
town Ansley hotel. Theatre-in- 
the-round, operating in what used 
to be hostelry’s Rainbow Roof, is 
presenting touring name stars, 
bought in package deals, at a 
Single admission price of $2.40. 
There are 450 seats and rarely is 
there a vacancy. 

New show, John Patrick's “The 
Hasty Heart,” starring Freddie 
Bartholomew. opens tonight (25). 
Others in cast are Joe Starr, Don 
Gibson, Carl Betz. Norman Roland, 
George Englund, Elsbeth Hofman, 
John Davis and Frank Lyon. 
Britisher Gerold Savory is resident 
director. 

“Let Us Be Gay.” starring Kay 
Francis, closed out its six-day, 
seven 
grossing $6,000. 


‘SUMMER’ NG $4,700 
IN CLEVELAND WEEK 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 

| “Summer and Smoke,” in for a 
one-week return date at the 1,435- 
|} seat Hanna theatre here, wound 
up Saturday night (22) with a 
brutal $4,700 on the eight perform- 
ances. Management didn’t want 
to bring back the Tennessee Wil- 
liams drama, which tried out here 
a year ago, but the only other 
| choice was to remain another week 
in Chicago, where business had al- 
ready dwindled beyond the safety 
point. 

Play moved over the weekend 
to the Davidson, Milwaukee, where 
it reportedly has a $12,000 ad- 
vance. It'll be on Theatre Guild 
_subscription there and for the re- 
mainder of the tour. 


‘USA’ POTENT $34, 
IN COLUMBUS-INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 25. 
“Inside U. S. A.” took more than 
$19,000 in four performances at 
$4.80 top to open legit season at 
Murat here Oct. 20-22. Peculiarity 











| ing, kept right on coming even 
after show had opened. 

Mixed press apparently did it no 
harm. But Murat now has nothing 
except varied concert and lecture 
dates until “Anne of Thousand 
Days,” set for Nov. 17-19. 


j 





‘USA’ 15G in Columbus 
Columbus, Oct. 25. 

“Inside U. S. A.,”” with Beatrice 
Lillie starred, collected $15,000 in 
four performances last Monday- 
| Wednesday (17-19) at the 1,578- 
seat Hartman theatre. 

Revue was scaled to $4.80 top. 


‘USA’ In Big St. L. Teeoff 

St. Louis, Oct. 25. 
| “Inside U.S.A.” with Beatrice 
Lillie and Lew Parker, teed off a 
two-week stand at the American 
theatre last night Monday (24) 
‘with the 1,700 house filled. Ad- 
‘vance is big. House is scaled to 
$4.88 





Blacksone and his magic show 
, wound up two-week engagement at 


‘the American Saturday (22) with | 


an estimated $10,000 for efght per- 

| formances. This gross was equal to 
that of the first week. House was 
| Sealed to $2.44 for Blackstone. 


‘Philly Story’ for Richmond 
Richmond, Va., Oct. 25. 

Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey 
Lynn will teeoff their winter tour 





performances run after | 


was that mail orders, slow in start- | 


“Behold the Day,” Coronet (5th 
wk) (255: $2.40). Second week at 
this house capacity $2,800. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Philhar- 
monic Aud. (4thewk) (2,670; $4.80). 
Good final week topped $39,300. 
| “— Remember Mama,” E! Capi- 
|} tan (2d week). 1,142; $2.40). Sad 
$5,000 on closing week. . 

“The Respectful Prostitute,” Las 
| Palmas (5th wk) (388; $3.60). Poor 
$3,200. Show apparently couldn't 
draw for long by itself and there 
was no controversial publicity cam- 
paign to focus attention upon it 
since no censorship groups would 
get het up enough to make pro- | 
tests. 


“Anne OK $28,300, 
‘Lunts $29,400, 
‘Regina’ 166, Hu 


Boston, Oct. 25. 


Momentary halt in Hub’'s legit 
|season after a nice rash of plays 
ithe last month, with nothing new 
‘coming in this week at all, and 
two moving out. This leaves the 
city with but one legit, the boff 
“I Know My Love,” which has 
been doing capacity biz despite 
very so-so notices. 

“Texas L’il Darlin” tees off Oct. 
31 at the Colonial, with “Private 
Lives” at the Shubert and Charles 
Laughton at Mutual Hall same 
night. “The Father” comes into 
the Plymouth on Nov. 3. Prospects 
jafter that, though plenty leaner 
than in many years, carry through 
to the holiday season. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
Shubert (2d week) (1,750; $3.60). 
This one gained every week here 
to wind up its run at over $28,300. 
Moved out Sat. (22), and house is 
dark this week. 

“I Know My Love,” Plymouth 

week) (1,200; $3.60). First 
| Guild show of the season and with 
its sock marquee draw it has been 
| going clean; topped $29,400; final 
week without Guild subscribers is | 








current. 

| “Regina,” Colonial (2d week), 
'(1,500; $4.80). This one drew 
mixed notices and has never been 
a steady puller, but the $16,000 it 
took this frame is fairly good. | 
Moved out Sat. (22) for B’way. 





‘SHOES’ MILD $23,200 
IN FINAL FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, Oct. 25. 

“High Button Shoes,” with 
Eddie Foy, Jr., chalked up a soft 
$23,200 for its fifth and final 
stanza at the 1,775-seat Curran 
| (22). Show, which was scaled to 
/ $4.80, slipped on fifth week with- 
,out bolstering from Civie Light 
| Opera subscriptions. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” with Joe 
Yule, Marilyn Day and Harry | 
Stockwell, opened at the Curran) 
Mon, (24). 


Cornell. 7-Performance 
Buff Record, $23,372 


Buffalo, Oct. 25. 


Katharine Cornell set a seven- 
performance house record for a 
straight play at the Erlanger the- 
atre here last week, getting $23.- 
'372 at a $3.60 top in the 1,416 
|seat house. Actress-manager, re- 
turning to her home town, pre- 
miered Tuesday night (18) in her 
new production, Kate O'Brien's 
historical drama, “That Lady.” 

Straight-play record for a regu- 











“The Closing Door” — Chery! of “The Philadelphia Story” from lar eight-performance run is still 


Crawford. 


“The Father”—Richard Krakeur theatre for five performances be- got $25,106 in “Philadelphia Story” | 


& Robert L. Joseph. 


here, when they open at the WRVA 
‘ginning Nov. 16. 


held by Katharine Hepburn, who 


‘at the same house. 


week. 


| Nixon, 
_ break at around $13,000. After 


Bway Spotty, But 


Touch’ Sock $34,600, Evans $22,700, 


Generally Up; 


Roberts’ $34,500, ‘Chaillot’ 20:46 


+ Last 


week's legit grosses on 





‘Roberts’ Builds To 
Nice $22,900, Toronto 


Toronto, Oct. 25 

“Mr. Roberts” started slow but 
quickly built up to sellouts after 
mid-week for a fair enough $22,900 
with Royal Aiexandra 11,525) scaied 
at $4.20 top 

Prices, usually associated here 
with a musical, undoubtedly mili- 
tated against bigger gross. 


‘Montserrat’ 186, 
Fancy’ 236, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25 
With biz gener@ily good for the 
few shows on tap, Philly's legit 
season is still limping along and 
will continue to do so until Nov. 7, 
when real actvity begins, 
The Shubert relighted for the 





|'season last night (24) with a re- 


vival of “The Student Prince,” 
with a healthy advance sale and 
prospects of a piofiiabie fortnight 
Bowing in last night was Brock 
Pemberton’s new comedy, “Love 
Me Long,” which has only a week 


| at the Locust. “Montserrat” moved 


from that house to the Forrest last 
evening for five extra perform- 
ances to take care of ATS sub 
scribers disappointed because of 
show's original postponement. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” Forrest 


_(2d week) (1,766; $3.90). Madeleine 


Carroll starrer got over $23,000 in 
its second and final week. 

“Montserrat” Locust (2d week) 
(1,580; $3.90). Good $18,000 in first 
full session. 


‘OKLA! BOFF $39,400 
IN 4TH MPLS. BOOKING 


Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 

Playing its fourth local engage- 
ment, “Oklahoma!” racked up a 
powerful $39,400 at $4.20 top at 
the 1,859-seat Lyceum last week. 
Practically capacity prevailed for 
every performance and at some of 
them there were turnaways. Show 
remains through tonight (Tues.) 
and should get a total of about 
$50,000 for the 11-performance 
stand. 





Boston Opera Co. is in for five 
performances, Oct. 28-30, for an) 


exclusive Twin City engagement, 
and then “Summer and Smoke,” 
first of Theatre Guild-ATS sub- 
scription attractions, comes in 
Nov. 2-5 for six performances. 


‘Detective Story’ Fair 
$17,000 in Detroit 


Detroit, Oct. 25. 

“Detective Story” got almost 
$17,000 for the first seven oper- 
formances starting Tuesday (18) at 
the Cass. It remains for another 
In the audience opening 
night were author Sidney Kings- 
ley and his wife, Madge Evans, and 
co-producers Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse. 

Shubert-Lafayette, dark since its 
season-opener—Mae West's “Dia- 
mond Lil”—the first week in 
September, wiii reopen Oct. 30 
with “Brigadoon.” Musical is 
booked for two weeks. 








‘Sky’ NG $13,000 In 


Week at Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 
“Light Up the Sky” had pretty 
tough sledding last week at the 
barely getting an even 


the previous three stanzas of 
“Mister Roberts” got over $80,000, 
it was a little disheartening. 
Number of factors probably con- 
tributed to the slim gross. Show 


had already played White Barn 


theatre here, where it was the 
click of the strawhat season; no- 
tices were mixed and mounting un- 
employment locally on account of 
a flock of strikes were all consid- 
erable factors. 

Nixon currently has Blackstone 
for its annual visit, then gets 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” and “Anne 
of Thousend Days” in succeeding 
weeks, with nothing definite after 
that until ssibly reem of 
“Mother Hildebrand,” local au- 
thor, Rosemary Casey, . 5. 


| stairs, 


Broadway held about even with the 
bullish previous week. Attend- 
ance was strong from the start, 
with only the midweek matinees 
getting lighter patronage in most 
cases Six shows had capacity 
grosses 

Closing of S. M. Chartock’s Gil- 
bert & Sullivan series last Satur- 
day night (22) cut the list to 19 
shows for this week, but openings 
are scheduled for five consecutive 
nights, starting next Saturday (29). 
The new entries, in the order of 
their arrival, will be “Montserrat,” 
“Lost in the Stars,” “Regina,” 
“Love Me Long” and “I Know My 
Love.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M ‘Musical), O (Op rcita). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20% amusement tax. 
However, grosses are net; te., 
exclusive of tax. 

“As the Girls Go,” Broadwa 
(40 wk) (M-1,900; $6). Bobby Clar 
starrer has done _ disappointing 
business since reopening, but has 
been making a profit; $32,300. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller ‘194th 
wk) (C-940; $2.40). Hovering 
around the _ break-even point; 
almost $6,560. 

“Browning Version,” Coronet 
(2d wk) (CD-1,027; $4.80). Terence 
Rattigan double-bill, co-starring 
Maurice Evans and Edna Best, 
made a promising start; can get 
by at about $14,000, with a pos- 
sible capacity of $27,000 at the 
scale; first full week bettered $22,- 
700. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(37th wk) (D-919; $4.80). Getting 
all the house will hold; almost 
$24,100 again. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (3ist 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Maintained 
the previous week's fine pace; 
topped $23,000. 

“Diamond Lil,” Plymouth (10th 
wk) ‘(D-1,063; $4.80). Also got 
about the same as before; satisfac- 
tory $24,200. 

“Gilbert & Sullivan,” Hellinger 
(3d wk) (M-1,543; $4.80). Comic 
opera repertory never quite got off 
the ground at the b.o.; closed Sat- 
urday night (22) after 23 perform- 
ances; final approached $17,000. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Beck 
(48th wk) (CD-1,214; $4.80). Hold- 
over has been getting satisfactory 
grosses, but must vacate this the- 
‘atre Nov. 19 for the incoming 
Katharine Cornell show; $14,600. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (‘22d wk) (R-3,064: $2.88). Ta- 
pered off a bit, but still ample 
margin; $35,000. 

“Kiss, Me Kate,” Century (43rd 
_wk) (M-1,654; $6). Another week 
of standee houses for all perform- 
ances; $47,100. 

“Lend An Ear,” Shubert (45th 
(wk) (R-1,361; $6). Moves next 
Monday (31) to the Mansfield, with 
the [ants in “I Know My Love” 
taking over this theatre; hefty 
$29,200. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Royale 
(34th wk) (CD-1,035; $4.80). Rose 
again to $20,500. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (15th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Irving Ber- 
lin-Robeft E. Sherwood musical 
continues to get great business; 
SRO $44,800. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (88th 
wk) ‘(CD-1,357; $480). Rolling 
along at powerful pace; $34,500, 

“South Pacific,” Majestie ( 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Has 
failed to get the standee limit 
|any performance; topped $50 


again. 
| “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
rymore (99th wk) (D-926; $4. 
Getting a nice profit = as 
nears the two-year mark; ov 
$17,000. 

“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst ( 
wk) (R-1,160; $4.80). New Geo 
Abbott musical has made a s 
start; generally goes clean do 
ut has had some vacanel 
/on the balcony; first full week 
| tered ca aclty at $34,600. 04 wy 
(C-1,082; $3.60). yn 
eo , Saturday (29), but 

e 


stay if everyone agrees to 
cuts; $7,300. 


(54th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ca 
again for the 10th straight 

7,800. 

“Yes, M’Lord,” Booth (34 
(C-712; $4.80). Attendance 
wavered, but show has a low © 
erating nut and the Shuberts 
afford to go along indefinitely wi 
this tenant for their small-ca 

| ity theatre: over $10.900. 








ope 


Ve 
| 
hI 
; 
} 
} 
- 




















76 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 26, 1949 





Plays Out of Town 


Thai Lady 
Buffalo, Oct. 18. 


Katharine Cornell production of drama 
by Kate O’Brien, adapted from her novel, 
“For One Sweet Grape.” Stars Miss Cor- 

ell; features Henry Daniell, Henry 

tephenson, Torin Thatcher, Joseph Wise- 
man. Staged by Guthrie MecClintic; set- 
tings and costumes, Rolf Gerrard. At 
Erlanger, Buffalo; $3.60 top. 

Rodrigo . Douglass Watson 
+» 6's on ics fees on Jada Rowland 
Bernardina Cavero Esther Minciotti 
Juan de Escovedo . Joseph Wiseman 
Antonio Perez Torin Thatcher 


Philip I Henry Daniell 
Ana De Mendoza Katharine Cornell 
Pablo Peter Barno 


Cardinal De Quiroga Henry Stephenson 
Esteban Will Kuluva 
King's Footman Wallace Chadwell 
Mateo Vasquez's Secretary Oliver Cliff 


Don Manuel David J. Stewart 
Anichu, at 18 Marian Seldes 
Pedro Richard Sterling 
A Doctor Oliver Cliff 
Soldiers, Servants: Anthony Radecki, 


Wallace Chadwell, Lita Dal Porto 


If a brilliant pageantic produc- 
tion directed with insight and de- 
cision, if a completely competent 
job of lighting and period design- 
ing, and if half a dozen bravura 
acting performances in the top 
tradition of the spoken theatre are 
enough to assure the success of 
“That Lady,” Katharine Cornell’s 
latest vehicle can be counted on 
as being in for the season 

Guthrie McClintic has gone far 
into the historic Iberian fields in 
search of a suitable stage story for 
his wife’s histrionic virtuosity, and 
has come back with this robust 
saga of love and intrigue among 
the loftv denizeng of the court of 
Philip IL of Spain in the late 16th 
century Unhappily, the play 
which was fashioned by Kate 
O’Brien from her own “For One 
Sweet Grape,” smacks strongly of 
the original novel in treatment and 
pace, and is lacking in the sus- 


tained technical continuity and 
cumulative climactic progression 
which might have marked it as 


a great dramatic opus 

For Miss Cornell, the part of 
Ana De Mendoza, notorious Span- 
ish beauty of her time, offers one 
of the most satisfactory roles she 
has had in many seasons. This 
portrait of a heroine is safely with- 
in the scope and frame of Miss 
Cornell's own physical and emo- 
tional temperament and_ attain- 
ments. 

The plot is concerned with the 
middle-age illicit attachment of the 
te Spanish noblewoman of 

hilip’s court for Perez, his Secre- 
tary of State. This is the Spain 
of the Armada and the Inquisition. 
Ana, despite the wearing of an 
eve patch throvghout her whole 
adult life, has been historically de- 
scribed as “remarkable for her 
beauty, unconquerable in her pride 
and irresistible in her fascination.” 
Almost anyone can improvise a 
story from there on. 


Loved platonically throughout 
his life by Philip, Ana, upon her 
widowhood at the play’s opening, 
becomes the mistress of Perez, her 
husband's diplomatic successor. 
Philip's jealousy, inflamed by Es- 
covedo, a political rival of Perez, 
results in his estrangement from 
Ana and the forced separation and 
imprisonment of both Ana and 
Perez following the assassination 
of Escovedo. The play covers a 
dozen years and ends with Perez’ 
final escape into practical exile in 
Aragon, with Philip, in a mad rage, 
ordering Ana to be actually walled 
up in darkness and to a living 
death Modern significance is 
given the story by the angle that 
the persecution of the lovers to 
appease Philip’s personal vanity 
leads to eventual nation&l scandal, 
popular unrest and the decline of 
personal liberty in Spain. 

On the acting side, the evening 
is sparked by some of the most pul- 
sating and evocative performances 
witnessed here in a long time. The 
Perez of Torin Thatcher is an alert 
and passionate portrayal worthy of 
long cherishing. It should rocket 
him to stardom: Henry Daniell 
gives the role of Philip a physical- 








5 _——————_________ 











ATTENTION 


AUTHORS - PLAYBROKERS 


Producer-director wants good comedy 
or drama for Broadway presentation. 
Have money all set. Uf you've been 
walting to have your show produced 
here's sour chance. im no angel. 
Want to produce show myself. Seript 
must be free and clear. 


Box 3214, Variety, 154 W. 46th $r., 
New York 19, N. Y. 








(ly and sartorially attractive al- 
though somewhat prissy interpre- 
tation, limning a definite picture 
of the regal victim of a maniaca 
jealousy. Joseph Wiseman pro- 
jects the over-wrought Escovedo 
with sharp bite and incisiveness. 
Henry Stephenson's Cardinal De 


Quiroga is colorful, but fumbling, | 
because of weakness in the writ- | 


ing. For the lovers of Miss Cor- 
nell’s art, she will be found here 
at her best. Her Ana is a thing of 
grace and luminosity, paced with 
the tone and rhythm of great ar- 
tistry Each member of the sup- 


porting cast gives a rounded and. 


compelling performance 

The play needs shortening by 
half hour. Despite its loose con- 
nective construction, it has numer- 
ous moving scenes and lofty pas- 
sages which include an early bat- 
tle of wits between Thatcher and 
Wiseman, several strikingly intro- 
spective exchanges between Dani- 
ell and Miss Cornell, and a blunt 
boudoir love scene by Miss Cor- 
nell and Thatcher. 

If anyone around Hollywood is 
looking for a rich and robust cos- 
tume story for pix, this one has 
something Burt. 





Love Me Long 
Wilmington, Del., Oct. 29 


Brock Pemberton production of comedy 
in three acts (five scenes) by Doris Fran- 
kel Stars Shirley Booth Directed by 
Pemberton and Maigaret Perry; setting 
by John Root At Plavhouse. Wilmington, 
Del., Oct. 20, 21, 22, "49; $3.60 top 
Abby Quinn Shirley Booth 
Mr. Sharp fiarry Bannister 
Jim Kennedy Russell Hardie 
Moving Man William Ricciardi 
The Skinner George Keane 
Louise Ulmer Jennifer Howard 
Margaret Anderson Anne Jackson 
Phone Man Heywood Hale Brown 
Cleotus P. Anderson Daniel Reed 





Bright and saucy, this _ light- 
weight comedy has possibilities for 
Broadway. On the weak side is a 
confused plot, but plenty of laughs 
are sprinkled throughout as the 
central characters exchange barbed 
wire insults and scintillating wise- 
cracks with equal ease. 

Doris Frankel can write smart, 
amusing dialog which keeps acts 1 
and 3 moving at a brisk pace. How- 
ever, the middle stanza sagged bad- 
ly at the premiere 

The plot revolves around the 
tug-of-war between two couples for 
possession of a New York apart- 
ment, and the two girls’ personal 
battle for the affections of the men 
involved. Abby Quinn, a _ brash 
type of female who knows her way 
around, stakes her claim on the 
apartment with her current hus- 
band—the strong, silent’ type. 
Years before she had lived in the 
same place with an old flame she 
had married and divorced twice. 

Who appears but the ex-husband, 
under the impression he had le- 
gally rented the quarters, along 
with his bride-to-be, a mousy 
fexune frou Providence. Aili four 


take up residence and the battle is. 


on. Since it is obvious that Abby 
and the ex-husband are still in 
love, and that the gal from Provi- 


dence and the current spouse are | 


destined for each other, the ulti- 
mate switch in couples comes as no 
surprise. The curtain falls with 
Abby getting the lease to the apart- 
ment in exchange for divorcing 
hubby so true love can take its 
course. 

Breezy playing by a competent 
cast of funmakers is one of the 
show's definite assets. As Abby, 
Shirley Booth keeps things moving 
while she’s onstage. Her deft han- 
dling of lines heightens the play's 
humor. Close behind is Anne 
Jackson as the fiancee. Her trans- 
formation from an ugly duckling 
into a determined, attractive wom- 
an is well done and in the more 
serious scenes she displays plenty 
of ability. Jennifer Howa reg- 
isters in a bit as the scatterbrained 
interior decorator. 


George Keane, as Abby's old 
flame and current antagonist, makes 
every scene count, proving an ex- 
cellent foil for the star. Russell 
Hardie creates a real character out 
of Abby's down-to-earth spouse. 
His scenes with Miss Jackson are 
especially good. In supporting roles 
Harry Bannister draws chuckles as 
the confused landlord, and Hey- 
wood Hale Brown contributes to 
the gaiety as a nosey telephone 
man. 


Producer Brock Pemberton han-. 


dles the direction, assisted by Mar- 
garet Perry. The handsome living 
room setting was designed by John 
Root. Klep. 




















The GEO. M. COHAN Corporation offers all of the 
PLAYS of the Late GEO. M. COHAN (musical, legit, 
etc.) for stage, screen, radio and television. For par- 
ticulars write or phone HARRY H. OSHRIN, 1501 
Broadway, N. Y.C. BR 9-7677. 
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Schechter Cincy Mgr. 
As McDonald Shifts to Chi 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 

| Noah Schechter, veteran local 
press agent, booker and manager 
of theatres and night spots, takes 
over Nov. 7 as resident manager 
|for the Shubert enterprises. He 
succeeds Leo MacDonald, who 
moves on to Chicago for the same 
interests. 

First legit show booking for the 
1949-50 campaign is “Summer and 
Smoke” in the 1,300-seat Cox the- 
atre for a week starting Nov. 14, 
to be followed by “Anne of the 
Thousand Days” at the 2,500-seat 
Taft 


Current Road Shows 


(Oct. 24-Nov. 5) 

“Anna Lucasta”—Dunbar high- 
school, Little Rock (24-25): Mu- 
nicipal Aud., Atlanta (27); Auu., 
Macon, Ga. (29); County hall, 
Charleston (30); Aud., Columbia 
(31); Aud., Savafinah (1), Wash- 
ington highschool, Rocky Mount, 
N. C. (3); Mosque, Richmond 
(4); Aud., Danville, Va. (5). 

“Anne of the Thousand Days” 
—Aud., Rochester (24-25): Er- 
langer, Buffalo (26-29); Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (31-5 

“At War with the 
Harris, Chi (24-5). 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street”— 





Army”— 


Community, Hershey, Pa. (27): 
Playhouse Wilmington (28-29); 
Rajah, Reading, Pa. (31): Lyric, 
Allentown (1); Karlton, Williams- 
port (2); Erlanger, Buffalo (3-5) 

“Blossom Time” — Victory, 


Providence (28-29); Opera House, 
Boston (31-5) 

“Brigadoon” — Indiana 
aud., Bloomington (24): 
Music, Lafayette, Ind. 
Paramount, Toledo (27-29): Shu- 
bert-Lafayette, Detroit (30-5). 

“Death of a Salesman” 
langer, Chi. (24-5). 

“Detective Story” — Cass, De- 


Univ. 
Hall of 
(25-26): 





Er- 


troit (24-29); Blackstone, Chi. 
(1-5). 
“Finian’s Rainbow” — Curran. 


San Francisco (24-5). 

“Goodbye, My Fancy — Ford's. 
Baltimore (24-29); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (31-5). 


“High Button Shoes”—Russ aud.. | 


Oakland, Cal. (24-25): White. 
Fresno (26-27): Highschool aud.., 
Stockton (28'; Memorial aud., Sac- 
ramento (29); Aud., Portland (2-5). 

“I Know My Love”—Plymouth, 
Boston (24-29). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—American. St. 
Louis (24-5) 

“Kiss Me, 
Chi. (24-5 

“Light Up the Sky” — Empire, 
Syracuse (24-25); Avon, Utica (26); 
Strand, Ithaca (27); Aud., Roches- 
ter (28-29); His Majesty’s, Mont- 
real (31-5). 

“Love Me Long”—Locust, Phila. 
(24-29). 


Kate” — Shubert, 


“Man Who Came to Dinner”’— | 


McCarter, Princeton (2); Play- 
house, Wilmington (3-5). 
“Mister Roberts”—Hanna, Cleve. 


(24-5). 
“Montserrat” — Forrest, Phila. 
Paul 


| (24-27). 
| “Oklahoma!” —Aud., St. 
Playhouse, Winnipeg (31- 
) 
“Private Lives” — Klein Aud., 
Bridgeport (28-29); Shubert, Bos- 
ton (31-5). 


“Signor Chicago”—Shubert, New | 


Haven (3-5). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” — 
Omaha, Omaha (24-26); City Aud., 
St. Joseph, Mo. (27); Music Hall, 
Kansas City (28-29); Convention 
hall, Tulsa (31-2); Home, Okla- 
homa City (3-5). 

“Student Prince” — Shubert, 
Phila. (24-5). 

“Summer and Smoke” — David- 
son, Milwaukee (24-29): Aud., St. 
Paul (30-31); Lyceum, Minne- 
apolis (1-5). 

“Texas Li’l Darlin’ ” — Shubert, 
New Haven (25-29); Colonial, Bos- 
, ton (31-5). 

“That Lady” — Royal Alexandra, 
rraaes (24-29); Cass, Detroit (31- 

) 


“The Father”—Plymouth, Bos- 
ton (3-5). 

Webster-Shakespeare — Page 
hall, Albany (24): College Aud., 
New Paltz, N. Y. (25); Congress, 
Saratoga (26); Highschool Aud.. 
Middlebury, Vt. (27): Junior High- 
school Aud., Glen Falls, N. Y. (28); 
Memorial Aud., Burlington, Vt. 
(29); Civie Center, Potsdam, N. Y. 
(31); Madill hall, Canton, N. Y. 
(1); West Junior highschool, Bing- 
hampton, N. Y. (3); Old Main Aud.. 
Genesee N. Y. (5). 





Perry Book Dramatized - 
Dallas, Oct. 25. 

A dramatized version of George 
Sessions Perry's latest book, “My 
Granny Van,” which was published 
last month, will be produced here 
by Margo Jones and Theatre ’50. 

Stage version will be performed 
here in Jan. Lauren Disney is col- 
fe - erga with Perry on the adap- 
ation. 


m’s folk comedy in two acts, 
f—— 4! by Schwartz. Stars Schwartz. 
Staged by Schwartz; settings. Leon Foch; 
|music, Sholem Secunda; choreography, 
Bella Didjah. Opened ot ie Art the- 
y ~~ t. , "49; $3. " 
ae” vo wee .... Morris Krohner 


DT, +: aismaneseoo sees Jenny Casher 
Kalman Badchen........ Boris Auerbach 
Sholem Aleichem Yudel Dubinsky 
Shmuel _.,. Anatole Winogradoff 


Maurice Schwartz 
Charlotte Geldstein 
Berta Gersten 


Gedalye Bass 
her eee 
Fayge Bashe . 


Isaac..... Jacob Mestel 
Zlate Lucy Gehrman 
Alter Peshes Jacob Zange! 
Yosele — Moshe 7Zamar 
The Tailor... Saul Krause 
Bentchik Moshe Bielavsky 
Berl Isaac Gustave Berger 
Perele Ola Shlifko 


Mendele Mocher Sfarim Julius Adler 


Maurice Schwartz is deviating 
from melodrama in his initial pro- 
duction of the 1949-50 season, and 
his selection of “Yosele the Night- 
ingale” is a happy choice from at 
least one standpoint It 
the producer-actor an opportunity 
to delve into comedy. a phase in 
which he has proven himself in the 
past but which he has seldom at- 
tempted. 

Though stark drama is more to 
Schwartz's liking, in “Yosele”’ he 
reveals himself anew as a shrew d 
purveyor of a comedy line. 
“Vosele” is inclined to stretch a lit- 
tle at the seams, but it has a fine 
cast and is expertly directed. It 
indicates a moderate boxoffice pull. 

Schwartz has made the adapta- 
tion, from a Sholem Aleichem 
novel. Through the play strolls 
the character of Aleichem, the 
famed Yiddish humorist, in a 
rather obtuse story dealing with a 
youthful singer and such involve- 
ments as his marriage to a wealthy 
widow whom he hadn't wished to 
marry in the first place. his love 
for another, his trials and tribula- 
tions with a nagging stepmother, 
etc. 

In the play the character of 
Sholem Aleichem notes the varied 
situations, with the idea of putting 
his reportage betweeu covers. The 
part played by Schwartz is that of 
an ambitious promoter who seeks 
to exploit the youthful singer 

Schwartz makes his part a domi- 
nant personality and has frankly, 
directed the performance to spot- 
light himself. Moshe Zamar plays 
the young cantor rather insipidly, 
perhaps too much so. while the 
others in the cast who siand out 
are Lucy Gehrman, Berta Gersten, 
Yudel Dubinsky. Charlotte Gold- 
stein and Ola Shlifko 

Though “Yosele’ does not have 
the lighter appeal of Molly Picon’s 
“Abi Gezunt.” just across the 
street at the Second Avenue Thea- 
tre, both Schwartz and Miss Picon, 
the two biggest stars of Yiddish 
legit, should have no difficulty 
sharing the profits of the current 
Yiddish season. Kahn. 


Double Trouble 


Clinton theatre production of musical 
comedy in two acts and nine scenes by 
H. Hoffenberg. Stars Paul Burstein, Lil- 
lian Lux. Music by S. Solomon. Lou 
Weissman. Opened ait Clinton theatre, 
N. Y¥., Oct. 21, °49; $2.40 top. 

Mrs. Rosenheimer.... 
Rabbi Landman..... 
Beatrice Rivkin....... 


Anna Appel 
‘ Benny Adler 
Gertrude Stein 


Rae Ehrlich bates Lillian Lux 
Miriam Lieberman _..... Ella Waiiersiein 
| Bella Klein.............. Birdie Shargel 


Leon Charas 
cee ec cheees 6000s Paul Burstein 
Jack Shargel 
Naomi Ehrlich ...... 
+ cs wa.aae piven’ 
Milton er 
Mr. Frumkin......... 


The Clinton theatre. best known 
in recent years for Yiddish vaude- 
| ville, is back to legit musicals with 
'“Double Trouble.” Paul Burstein 
and Lillian Lux head a competent 
|cast. The occasion brings together 
some of the lower east side faves, 


Lillian Lux 
Esta Saltzman 
Dave Lubritsky 

Yasha Rosenthal 


and indications point to a moder- , 


| ately successful run. 

There are some contradictory 
'components in this opus, but the 
versatile thespers help bridge the 
| lack of story line and overcome a 
familiar theme. 
| Miss Lux is seen as both a prison 
inmate serving a rap for being a 
fallen woman, and as her twin sis- 
ter whose record shows she's a 
good girl. The innocent half is 
ready to marry Paul Burstein when 
she’s mistaken for her twin sister, 
and the romance is called off. 
| Eventually the error is cleared, and 
| so everybody's happy. 


| The acting, per usual, is on an. 


extremely broad plane. Miss Lux 
| is given ample opportunity to do 
a wide range of acting. Burstein, 
| similiarly gets the most from the 
‘audience. Villainy is performed 
well by Gertrude Stein. as the 
still-wayward grad of the reform 
school, and Anna Appel also con- 
tributes importantly to the play. 

_ Esta Saltzman does an excellent 
job of comedy relief. Others who 
show up _ prominently include 
Benny Adler, Ella Wallerstein. 


| Birdie Shargel, Leon Charas, Jack 


affords ' 


Leon Shechter | 


| Yiddish Plays 


Yosele the Nightingale 


iddish Art Theatre presentation of | 
maartes Schwartz production of Sholem 


| Schargel, Leon Shechter and Yasha 
| Rosenthal. 

Score by S. Solomon, with spe. 
cial songs by Lou Weissman, has 
some sprightly moments, but tunes 
are expressive at all times. George 
_Touller wields the baton. Jose. 











Subway Circuit 


Bloomer Girl 


Subway circuit production (George 
Brandt), of musical in two acts (10 scenes) 
Book by Sig Herzig and Fred Saidy,. based 
on play by Lilith and Dan James. Stars 
Vivian Blaine; features Frances Williams, 
Avon Long, Matt Briggs. Ralph Magelssen, 
Patricia uinn O'Hara, Dorothy Keller, 
John Call. Staged by John Lipscomb; 
music, Harold Arlen; lyrics, E. Y. Har 
burg: Agnes deMille’s choreography exe 
cuted by Vonn Hamilton; musical director, 
Arthur Lief; settings. Louis Kenne! At 
Fiatbush. Brooklyn, Oct. 12, '49; $2.40 top 
Married Daughters 





OOtAVAR. 2... ccccccsccess Jan Sherwood 
BOER. oc ccccecceces Margo Carmen 
SE .. cocceccece Fleanor Winter 
Lydia Dorothy Juden 
Phoebe Nancy Sheldon 


Serena Applegate. Patricia Quinn O'Hara 


PE. « vcbheese 8600 ¢0R06 Dorothy Keller 
DED > ccvoadteosocvece Matt Briges 
Gus Peorerre TT Tree John Call 
EL, x un dbs 00:6 06660068 Vivian Blaine 


The Sons-in-Law: 
Joshua Dingle 
Herman Brasher 
Ebenezer Mims Norman Shelly 
Wilfred Trush Hugh Holt 
Hiram Crump Ken Avers 

Dolly Bloomer Frances Williams 

Jefferson Lightfoot Calhoun 

Ralph Magelssea 

Prudence a seen Rosa Rolland 


Hank Roberts 
Bill Bender 


Paula Patricia Jennings 
Hetty Derothy Dushock 
Pompey Avon Long 
Sheriff Quinby John Silve 


Jonah, First Deputy Ripple Lewis 
Second Deputy 

Third Deputy 

Hamilton Calhoun 
Gevernor Newton....... 


Jack Claus 
Pete Cennaro 
Fo.d Brewer 
Morison Gampel 


Despite one or two faulis. this 
production of “Bloomer Girl” is a 
credit to George Brandt. operator 
of the three nabe houses that com- 
pose the Subway Circuit. Though 
some of the productions put on at 
the Flatbush, Brooklyn. and its 
sister theatres, the Windsor. Bronx, 
and Brighton. Brooklyn, are of a 
mediocre calibre, this musical is 
a treat for the boroughites who 
seldom patronize the . Broadway 
theatre. 


Priced at a top of $1.80 during 
the week and $2.40 over the week- 
end, the shows are strapped by 
limited expenditures that keep 
them from achieving the finished 
quality of a Broadway presenta- 
tion. However, this production 
currently at the Windsor, has a 
professional polish that is not far 
from parring with the original 
Main Stem entry of five years ago 

One of the big handicaps faced 
in putting on these shows is the 
need for a drawing personality, one 
available at a reasonable price. As 
is the case in this presentation, the 
come-on does not always fill the 
| bill performance-wise. Following 

|a few barn appearances this past 
‘summer, former band songstress 
and later film star, Vivian Blaine. 
is currently attempting to fit into 
the hoopskirts once worn by Ce- 
leste Holm and Nanette Fabra) 
Miss Blaine is an okay singer and 
eye-appealing in both hoops and 
bloomers, but her performance ap- 
ars forced and lacks personalits 
alph Magelssen, playing opposite 
Miss Blaine, shows good voice, but 
his performance is average in the 
part originated by David Brooks 


Top honors go to Avon Long 
who not only projects his role of 
the Negro slave with warmth and 
feeling, but also stops the show 
'with his handling of “I Got a 
Song.” Agnes DeMille’s choreog 
raphy is excellently recreated by 
Vonn Hamilton, with the chorus 
doing it justice. The Civii War 
ballet is still as potent and as en- 
joyable as it was when first intro- 
duced at the Shubert. 

Matt Briggs, the original father. 
continues to dominate his flock of 
‘femmes and sons-in-law with a 
masterful hand, while Patricia 
Quinn O'Hara gives a fine per- 
. formance as his wife. As the maid. 
Dorothy Keller charms with bot! 
her singing and dancing. and 
Frances Williams is okay as tiie 
pioneering Dolly Bloomer. 

















100 WILLIAM ST. 
NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 
Bowling Green 9-4420 












Playwrights Attention! 
WILL BUY FOR CASH ANY 
MONIES DUE YOU IN ANY FOR- 


EIGN COUNTRY. Box 123, Variety. 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 
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Plays Abroad 


The Big Shew of 1949 


London, Oct. 19. 

‘al Parnell and George & Alfred Black 
presentation of revue in two parts (15 
scenes). Directed "7, Ae Shanks and 
Joan Davis. Stars rlie Chester and 
pis gang, Gene Marvey. Peggy Ryan & 
Ray MeDonald, John Tiller Girls, Great 
lexanders, Henry Lytton. Marquis & 
amily, France Clery, Sheila Mathews, 
ndrea Dancers. At Palladium, London, 
et. 18, “49. 


To fill in the gap between ihe 
end of the vaude season and the 
opening of the Christmas panto- 
mime, the Palladium has staged a 
new, colorful revue. Once again 
the emphasis is on the spectacula 
and a series of big production 
numbers insure its success for the 
Jimited season. 

Although Charlie Chester and 
his gang of radio personalities 
have the top spot in the show. big- 
gest individual hit of the evening 
is scored by Gene Marvey, making 
his Palladium debut and at once 
becoming a warm favorite. He 
displays his ability with a range 
of numbers that stretch from “Eili, 
Eili” in Yiddish to “Donkey Seren- 
ade,” with a bunch of pop hits in 
between. such as “Riders in the 
Sky.” “So in Love” and “You're 
Breaking My Heart.” Two other 
Hollywood visitors, Peggy Rvyan 
and Ray McDonald, also registe: 
big with a smooth line in eccen- 





tric dancing and an easy flow of 
songs and patter. 
Retaining their popular radio 


ersonalities, Charlie Chester and 
his team keep to their accepfed 
pattern and make no endeavor to 
break new ground. Result is main 
ly a suceession of well-worn sto- 
ries which still please the gallery 


but don't click with the other cus- 
tomers. 
Taken all around, it’s a well 


blended show. There is some fine 
adagio dancing by the Andrea Trio. 
firstrate precision hoofing by the 
John Tiller Girls, excellent acro- 
batics by the Great Alexanders and 
a good novelty line from Marquis 
and his family of performing mon- 
kevs. There is also a _ colorful 
Spanish scene with tuneful semi- 
classical singing by Frederick Fer- 
rari and France Clery. M yro. 


Top Secret 
London, Oct. 20 


Daniel Mayer Co. presentation of com 


edy in three acts by Alan Melville. Di 
rected by William Mollison At Winter 
Garden, London. Oct. 19, °49. 


Hugo Pitt-Forester.. 
Monica Fish : 


Tom Gill 
Joan Lang 


Patricia Winter Anne Haves 
Peter Crabbe Gordon Davies 
Sir Christopher Winter Huch Wakefield 


Derek Svdnevy 
Frederick Valk 
Bervl Measor 
John Foster 


Felipe di Breno 
Salvedor di Breno 
Lady Constance Winter 
Lieut. Michael Brett 


This is a pallid reflection of the 
sparkling wit displayed by author 
Alan Melville in his “Sweet and 
Low” revue series. Story is in- 
volved, jokes are of the adolescent 
era and too much _ responsibility 
rests on the shoulders of 
Wakefield, on whose drawing pow- 
er the fate of the production will 
largely depend. It received a 
mixed reception at the premiere 
end its chances in the U. S. would 
be nil. 

Poking fun at the old school tie 
diplomatic service, play concerns 
a monocled British Ambassador in 
# South American island depicted 
@s a fussy, henpecked nonentity. 
He participated in a local fiesta to 
the extent of an indiscreet mid- 
night bathing party, scenes of 
which have been photographed by 
the son of the native Foreign Min- 
ister. His daughter has got en- 
gaged to this heel-clicker and plans 
to overcome parental opposition 
by threatening to have the film 
publicly shown. 

Wakefield oozes his usual benign 
charm as the emissarv, and Tom 
Gill does a dim-wit role with un- 
erring skill. Joan Lang has a de- 
lightful comedy role as a flutter- 
ing secretary, and Derek Svdney 
and Frederick Valk make excellent 
excitable father and son. Show is 
creditably directed by William 
Mollison, but needs drastic cutting 
if it is to overcome unpropitious 
start. Clem. 





Geeseberry Fool 
London, Oct. 14. 


A. A. Dubens presentation of comedy 
in three acts’ by Reginald Beckwith 
adapted from the French of Louis Ver 
hevil and Georges Berr. Directed by 
7 ae reeman. At Duchess, London, Oct 


Etienne Beaurobert . 


Anthony Forwood 
Edouard Chardonne 


Allan Jeaves 





Caroline Ancelot.. Eleanor Summerfield 
Michel Ancelot.. . Harold Warrender 
. «sebees Richard Warne: 

This trifling farcical comedy 


adapted from the French suffers. 
#s is so often the case. consider- 
ably in the transition. It's the old 
triangle theme of a woman torn 
between husband and lover, with 
few amusing lines to relieve it 
from mediocrity. With small cast 
and threadbare theme its prospects 
aren't rosy. 

An adoring Parisian husband un- 


Hugh . 


‘expectedly returns to his villa in 
,Nice. His two months’ absence 
‘have proved too much for his 
bored young wife, who is on the 
verge of eloping with a younger 
admirer? Hubby, without disclos- 
ing his knowledge of their plans, 
contrives to thwart them by call- 
ing on his rival, whom he discov- 
ers to be an old schoolmate. He 
keeps harping on the days of their 
youth until the boy is too late to 
keep his assignation. The infuri- 
ated runaway wife has no othe: 
course but to return home and 
thankfully relinquish herself to 
her husband’s arms. 

Harold Warrender 


displays all 


his familiar charm as the _ in- 
gratiating husband and a new ac- 
tress, Eleanor Summerfield. makes 


a delightfully spoiled child of a 
wile. 

Anthony Forwood is 
school tie,” despite his French 
moniker and locale of the story 
and exhibits great relief when the 
call of friendship prevents him 
from betraying his re-found buddy 
Allan Jeayes gives the only real 
Gallic atmosphere as an inpecuni- 
ous father-in-law indifferent as to 
which of the two wealthy men pro- 
vides him with handouts to recoup 
his gambling losses. Richard War- 


very “old 





ner turns in a neat characteriza- 
tion as a philosophical valet 
Cle. 
tn Tramway Nomme 
Desir 

(A Streetcar Named Desire) 
Paris, Oct. 25 

Pierre Betille production of French 


adaptation by Jean Cocteau of Tennessee 


Williams play. from a translation by 
Paule de Beaumont Directed by Ray 
mond Rouleau, assisted by Jacques Jo 
hannin. Set by Lila de Nobili 4t The 
atre Edouard VII, Paris 
First Loafer . Jean Lucas 
Eunice Alilly Methis 
Femme Loafer Marcelle Klopp 
la Mama Miss Darling 
Second Loafer Jean Legitimus 
Sailor Jacques Johannin 
Salesman Louis Tronchon 
Siella Helena Bossi« 
Stanley Yves Vineent 
DE. oc cxtasseeaones . Daniel tvernel 
Pablo Du Funes 
Steeve os Maurice Regame' 
Pianche du Bois... Arleity 
Passerby . ‘ Pierre Goutas 
Collector... Alain de Marceul 
Pn. . .s¢supeegmese Lydia Keller 
Decter......ccecsccess Robert Moor 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ has 


been given an exemplary Paris pro- 
duction. The Jean Cocteau adap- 
tation is both excellent French and 
extremely colloquial, while adher- 
ing strictly to the English lines 
Ravmond Rouleau’s direction is un- 
erring and also follows the N. Y 
production closely, while the set is 
identical. 

Acting is of the highest order 
throughout. As Blanche, Arletty’s 
strong personality stands out dur- 
ing the first scenes, making her 
character tougher than the N. Y. 
original, to become again extremely 
sweet and refined towaras the end. 
Her rendition of the character is 
excellent. 
is a fine thesp. The men couldn't 
be better. 

Unusualness of the theme and of 
the preduction surprised the first- 
night audience, making the fate of 
the Paris showing look doubtful. 
But the play has caught on. It 
looks now due for a sizable run. 
Cocteau's adaptation, which misses 
nothing of the wisecracks. provides 
enough laughs to insure relaxation 
from the tougher scenes, and the 
audience eats it up. Elen. 


A Woman for Twe 
Paris, Oct. 11! 


Pamela Sterling presentation of comeds 
in three acts by Jean de Letras. sdapted 
in Englich by herself and Phyllis Monte 


fiore. At the Comedie Wagram. Paris 

Gilbert yen Patrick Young 
Maurice Peter Tremiett 
liugueite Margaret Peple: 
Zaina Anita Moya 





Ever since its creation back in 
1928. Jean de Letraz’ comedy, “Le 
Voyage Troia,” has been on and 
off the French stage, but it has had 
a real success the past year because 
of its close resemblance to a much 
later hit, “La Petite Hutte,” w hich 
Fernand Gravey has been playing 
at the Nouveautes the past two 
vears. Now Pamela Sterling has 
made an English version of the 
plav. which is being given evenings 
at 7. before the performance in 
French at 9:30. 

The eternal triangle of husband. 
wife and lover, has in this instance 
been given the exotic background 
of a desert island, and the plot re- 
volves around the “sharing” of the 
wife by the two men. As usual in 
such adaptations, much of the froth 
of the French text becomes heavy 
and humorless in English, and at 
times downright vulgar. The actors, 
however, do their best, and it is 
not altogether their fault if they 
do not succeed in capturing the 
favtasy that lightens the French 
version. They are all good in their 
respective roles, but the plav itself 
just doesn't go down in English. 


As Stella, Helena Bossis . 


DUBLIN GATE DEFERS 
LEGIT UNTIL 1950 


Dublin, Oct. 25. 
Edwards and Michael 
MacLiammoir, who are to work 
with Orson Welles on film editions 
of “Othello” and “Julius Caesar,” 
probably won't bring their Dublin 


Gate Theatre Productions here un 

til the tall of 1950. Meanwhile. 

they will reorganize the company 
MacLiammoir has an agreement 


Hilton 


to play lago in “Othello,” with 
Welles directing and playing the 
litle part. For “Julius Caesai in 


which Welles is to play Mark An- 
tony, MacLiammoir is set to po: 
tray Brutus and Edwards to direct 
No release has been contracted fo: 
the pictures 





| Rattigan 


Continued from page 73 —— 








not yet been released in the U. S 
Metro will produce “Mistress” in 
England. possibly with Ronald Col- 


man and Irene Dunne in the parts 
plaved on the stage by Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne. 


Before returning to London in 
about a week, Rattigan may reach 
an agreement with the Theatre 
Guild for a Broadway production 
of his “Adventure Story,” a drama 
about Alexander the Great as a 
young man, which was a critical 
hit in the West End last season 
Cornel Wilde has been mentioned 
for the part, and Rattigan would 


be interested in having either Mar- 
lon Brando or Montgomery Clift 
do it Maurice Evans, now pro- 
ducing and co-starring in “Brown- 
ing.” Ys also a possibility, although 
the character is supposed to be itn 
his twenties. 

Disagrees on ‘Harlequinade’ 

Rattigan disagrees with critics 
who think the comedy portion of 
the Coronet bill, “Harlequinade 
should be presented first, as a cur- 


tain-raiser for the serious “Brown- 
ing.” In the first place, he says 
farce is more difficult than seri- 


ous drama and might not go over 
until the audience is warmed up 
Also. since “Harlequinade” kids 
the theatre and, to some extent the 
stars. Evans and Edna Best. it 
might be difficult to get the audi- 
ence to take “Browning” seriously 
particularly as there are several! 
laugh lines at the start of the lat- 
ter work. 


However, the author was _in- 
clined to try reversing the order 
of presentation of the two plays 
at least for one performance 
“Browning” has always been done 
as the opener and Rattigan be- 
lieves that’s the only way the two 
works can be effective, but he's 
willing to try switching them. if 
only to make sure he’s right. So 
he and Evans will probably do so 
within the next week or two. 

Rattigan more or less agrees 
with those who dismiss “Harle- 
quinade”’ as a comparatively light- 
weight work. He wrote it merely 
as a companion piece for “Brown- 
ing.” in order to fill out a full eve- 
ning’s program. He thought it 
might be fun, but had no great be- 
lief in it or urge to write it. When 
he finished it, he didn't like it, so 
he put it away. Later, Olivier read 
it and wanted to present it and 

Browning’ at the Old Vic Al- 
though the author still didn’t think 
much of it, he gave permission. 














Ann Lee 


Continued from page 3 eee 





a former guest-ranch just outside 
town, where they will live in pri- 
vate guest houses, with the use of 
a swimming pool on the premises 
Another inducement to actors is 
the fact that a number of people 
from Hollywood vacation in 
Phoenix and attend the shows. 

With a capacity of 500 seats 
Sombrero can gross about $7.000 
for a seven-performance week at $3 
and $2 admission. Miss Lee and 
Charlton think they can operate 
the theatre at about $4,000 a week. 
so if business is good they stand to 
make a profit on the season. They 
failed to break even last winter. 
despite good attendance, as they 
couldn't open until after the tour- 
ist season was over, and then they 
could run only four weeks. 

During the summer, Miss Lee 
and Chariton, both Broadway 
actors. operate El Teatro, Sante Fe. 
on a guest-star basis. They opened 
a New York office last week in the 

“Empire theatre building. 












‘Brig,’ ‘Lives’ 
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duction of “Brigadoon,” and asso- 
ciate to Jack Toohey, traveling with 
the company. More recently, Ar- 
thur Schwartz engaged Nat Schen- 


ker as associate to Joe Flynn on 
Inside U.S.A.” Latest case in 
volves John C. Wilson, who has 
signed Fred Schader and Clarence 
Bell ‘with Charles Mulligan, man 
ager’ for “Private Lives,” with Tal- 


lulah Bankhead. Thus far, no othe 
managements have followed suit 


K-C. Theatre Competition Gripe: 
Orph vs. Municipal Music Hall 


Kansas City, Oct. 25. 

Running controversy over an 
established home for legit road 
companies here took a new tack 
last week in action before the city 
council. Elmer Rhoden, president 
of Fox Midwest Theatres.entered a 
request that the city discontinue 
leasing of the 2,562-seat Music Hall 
for theatrical presentations in com- 





but if the system continues to 
work satisfactorily, some may do 
so. It's figured a particularly use- 
ful setup for musicals. 

Among the pressagent and man- 
ager assignments for the fall sea- 
son are the following: Joe Shea 
p.a.. and Harry Shapiro, manage: 
(Detective Story” tour); Ted Gold- 


smith, p.a., and Harry Kline, man- 
ager ‘‘Anne of the Thousand 
Davs’'; Jim Keefe, p.a., and Al 
Cohen, manager ('Light Up the 
Sky’): Campbell Casad, p.a. (Web 


ster-Shakespeare tour); Richard 
Maney, pa., and Joe Harris, man 
ager ‘Touch and Go’’); Sam Strat 
ton, pa.. and Arthur Klein, man 
age Yes, M’Lord”’); Nat Dorf 
man, p.a., Reginald Denenholz, as 
sociate, and Hugh Schaaf, manage 
‘Texas Lil Darlin’”); Al Spink 
p.a. (’ Man Who Came to Dinner’) 

Also, William Fields, p.a.. and 
Victor Samrock, manager ‘Lost in 
the Stars Ed Wallach, p.a. and 
George Oshrin manager (‘Anna 
Lucasta’); Tom Kilpatrick, p.a., and 
Clarence Taylor, manager (‘Love 
Me Long’); William Tisdale, man- 
ager ‘That Lady”); Richard Hunt 
pa. Emmett Callahan, manage: 

1 Remember Mama”); Hal Olver 
p.a and Joseph Moss, manager 

Barretts of Wimpole Street’) 
Louis Harmon, p.a., and Ed Scan- 
lon, monager (‘At War with the 
Army |; William Doll, p.a., and Al 
Goldin, manager (‘Signor Chi- 


Off-B’way Show 


Shake Hands With the 
Devil 


Blackfriars production of drama in two 
acts ‘six seenes) by Robert ©. Healer 
Staged by Dennis Gurney; sets, Giese 
Kane: lighting, Joan Tyne. 

Cast Bret O'Hellewitt, Paul Lynch. \in 
cent Gordon, William Rubien, Robert 
Grenville, Gwenda L. Talens, David Gro 
ser Gerald Gannon. Philip Kennelly 
Marcia Murray. Virginia Sutton, Ernest 
Wo Movies. Roberta Hewitt, Jane Murray 
Craig Norveis. Lore Neto, Arnuard Mitchell 
Sadie Stockston At Blacktriars’ Guild 
thestre. N. ¥., Oct. 20, “49; $2.40 tep 

















“Shake Hands with the Devil.” 
drama which ushered in the 1949- 
50 season at this off-Broadway 
bandbox theatre, is a documentary 
indictment of Communism. lis 
bow was especially well-timed bv 
the semi-pro group, inasmuch as 
its central theme is based upon 
recent Commie trial before Judge 


Harold Medina in N. Y. Federal 
court 

Handled with ‘living news- 
paper’ format, it emphasizes the 


commie infiltration in the U. S 
and elsewhere and points up via 
successive episodes how the “party 
line” capitalizes upon labor dis- 
putes and racial issues (particu- 
larly the Negro question: to gather 
in the misguided and bewildered 


to its line of thought. Starting 
with the Commie trial, it sue- 
cessively points up the partys 


capitalization of the famous Scotts- 
boro case, which mobilized na- 
tional support tor the colored lads 
allegedly railroaded for a crime 
they didn’t commit; the plight of 
the Russe schoolteacher, who prac 
tically had to attempt suigde to 
escape their clutches, etc 

For the most part it is handled 


expertly. There are some lagging 
moments in the later episodes 
which, however, are eventually 


brought to a stirring climax in de- 
piction of the plight of Cardinal 
Mindzenty, of Hungary.  Latter’s 
‘resignation to martyrdom in in 
tevest of world peace” closes play 
on a poignant note. 

Several good performances, par- 
ticuiarly those of Bret O' Howelett, 
as the patient judge; Paul Lynch 
as prosecuting attorney, and Vin- 
cent Gordon, defense counsel. 
Others of the large cast also acquit 
themselves well in lesser roles 
Dennis Gurney staged it capably. 

While “Devil” has little for com- 
mercial Broadway or films, it's 
highiv interesting and gripping 
little theatre. Edba. 


petition with privately-owned the- 
atres 

Fox Midwest has just rehabili- 
tated the Orpheum Theatre, 1.850- 
seater to the tune of more than 
$200,000. equipping the house 
throughout essentially as a legit 
theatre. House opened last week 
with Jimmy Nixon as manager, on 
a policy of presenting legit, top 
films at advanced admissions, or 


remaining closed. Opener is film, 

I Was a Male War Bride.” 

Legit heretofore has 
the city-owned Music 
number of years, last 
being brought in by 
Presentations, a partnership. of 
Nixon with John Antonello. With 
the opening of the Orpheum, the 
partnership was dissolved, and An- 
tonello has continued bringing at- 
tractions in the Music Hall. Thus 
far the Orpheum has had no legit, 
but has set “Barrells of Wimpole 
Street” with Susan Peters for a 
weck late in November. Antonello 
has had “Finian’s Rainbow” and 
Blackstone, with “Streetcar Named 
Desire,” “Inside U. S. A.,” and “Mr. 
Roberts” set for dates during 1949. 

Rhoden made his request in a 
letter to Mayor William Kemp. In 


shown in 
Hall for a 
few years 
the A. & N. 


the letter Rhoden explained: “We 
have invested many thousands is 
the Orpheum in order to give 
Kansas City a real home for the 
legitimate Theatre. As the Or- 
pheum was originally built for 
Stage attractions, it is best 


From an acoustical 

safety, luxury and con- 
it is most desirable. 

“We are now confronted with a 
most unfair competitive situation 
with the city-owned Musie Hall 
The large seating capacity of ihe 
Music Hall and the extreme low 
rental charge make a very difficult 
competition to meet. In fact, it has 
obtained contracts competitive to 
the Orpheum to such a degree that 
it would be impossible for the Or- 
pheum to exist on road shows or 
legitimate attractions.” 

The circuit explained it has no 
objections te the usual run of con- 
certs, opera, lectures, Philharmonic 
Orchestra and other longhair 
events which play the Music Hall. 
But the objection is to the city- 
owned theatre as competition to 
regular theatrical enterprise. 


‘Mail Order’ 
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outfit’ provides her with room and 
board. Besides scripts, music and 
costumes, Empire supplies wigs. 
makeup and necessary technical 
equipment Costs of advertising 
are shared, and the receipts ‘in- 
cluding sale of ads in the show 
program) are evenly divided 
With expenses so low (casts usu- 
ally consist of members with a 
yen to act-—or friends with same), 
the local groups can make a rela- 
tively good profit, in some cases 
up to $3.500 on the show 

On its $1,000.000 share of last 
years gross, Empire makes a siz- 
able profit Besides the salaries 
of its staff directors, it operates 
the office-warehouse in Kansas 
City. maintains a supply of cos- 
tumes, drapes, wigs, equipment, 
elc and must pay the cost of ship- 


ping “productions” from town to 
town Because shows are given 
only the latter part of the week 


in each locality, the costumes and 
other physical items can be routed 
direct from town to town, sw it 
isnt necessary to have double 
equipment in each case. 

Since a single show 
everywhere during the year. all 
costumes, etc., can be standard- 
ized. However, with so many local 
shows being given all over the 
country on the same weekends a 
large wardrobe and equipment 
supply must be maintained. 

So far. Empire has dealt mostly 
with organizations in smaller com- 
munitues However, George De- 
Haven. who heads the outfit, hopes 
to extend activities to towns of 
25.000 population and larger Us 

, pear. 


is given 
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_accident caused trampoline act to! 


_cancel Alpine Village date. 
“Are You ——— aoe on. | 
: : being plugged here by Carl Lamp, 
mann back from Coast trip. it. Tk” | eae. who col- 
Advertising Women of N. Y. an- iabed with Buddy Kaye in writing 
nual cocktail party Oct. 28 at Hotel tune. 


Broadway 


Theatrical attorney Fanny Holtz-| 


Astor. Emanuel Tivin, first oboe, and 

Friars’ testimonial dinner to James Barrett, third assistant con- 
Milton Berle at the Latin Quarter ductor, added to Cleveland Sym- 
Nov. 25. phony Orchestra by George Szell, 


for 32d season. . 
Disk jockeys and jukes giving 
big play to “Cleveland, the Polka 
Town.” a Frankie Yankovic record- 
: - : ing for Columbia. Local maestro 
and his wife celebrated their 25th wrote words. with music by Dr. 
wedding anniversary. William Lausche, brother of Ohio's 
Ziegfeld Club's annual dinner- Governor Frank Lausche. 
dance at the Waldorf-Astoria’s ott 


Starlight Roof Nov. 5. P ° 
aris 


Joseph 5S Hummel, 


Robert A. McGuire new prexy 
of Warner Club for homeoffice 
staffers. 


Paul Blaufox, vet theatre man, 


Warner 


Bros. International v.p. over Euro- By Maxime de Beix 

pean operations, in from Paris (33 Bled. Montparnasse) 

Monday (24). Elaine McDonald back from 
Charles Cantor, the “Finnegan” Rome 

of Ed Gardner's “Duffy’s Tavern” The John Wildbergs over from 


program, in from Puerto Rico for London 

a week between tape-recordings. Cynda Glenn back in Paris for 
The Barry Grays motored back @ few days 

to their Miami Beach hq for the _ Sol Schwartz getting data on 

winter season, now that his special French vaude. 

8-week WOR disk jock stint is Ed Cheyfitz back from Rome in 

over time for the American Club lunch- 


Lillian Jenkins, publicity direc- ©°% 


. Bernard Bros. at Club Champs 
tor of Madison Square Garden, off , —_—, a 
to Chicago to 0.0. the “Ice Follies Elysees with a two months’ con 


aaee : : tract 
of — before its N. Y. opening Elen Dosia prepping a trip to 
Nov. 17. , N. Y., and returning three weeks 
Ben Washer, former Paramount |ate: 


eastern publicity head, opened 
own public relations office spe- 
cializing in film and other show- 
biz chores Ilya Lopert to Italy, while Mrs. 
Big turnout at the Lambs Club L. goes home He'll join her in 
to honor Horace MacMahon and a couple of weeks 
Les Tremayne last week in “De- William Auten, before starting 
tective Story Night.” Both’ are in production for zood here, off to 
the legit hit. '. S. for huddles with his backers 
Barry Nelson flew George de la Grandiere, who fi- 


“Queen of Waltzes” likely to hit 
the Champs Elysees after the Vi- 
enna run 


in from the 





Coast to sign for the male lead op- ®4nced the pic, “Monsieur Vin- 
posite Betty Field in Garson Cent.” off to U.S. to polish up 
Kanin’s “The Rat Race,” next on %¢4! on “Divine Tragedy. 

Leland Hayward's agenda. ‘ 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 
Emilia Guiu, Spanish-Mexican 
pix topper, doing stage personals 


Twentieth-Fox producer George 
Jessel in from the Coast to toast- 
master the inaugural dinner of the - 
N. Y. Variety Tent No. 35 tomor- 
row ‘Thurs.) night at the Hotel As- 
tor along the U. S. border. 

Russell V. Downing, executive Sofia Alvarez, pic-stage actress, 
veepee of Radio City Music Hall, recruiting a Mexican revue troupe 
back at desk last week after motor- for a tour of her native Colombia. 
ing trip of several weeks through Jorge Negrete, pic radio-actor, 
Canada and New England, accom- ajiso prez of the national actors’ 


panied by Mrs. Downing union, in L.A. doing personals in 
Alfred Corwin, New York pub- Frank Founce’s Latin houses. 


lic relations chief for the Motion Maria Conesa, vet Spanish come- 
Picture Assn. of America, ad- dienne, and Leopoldo Ortin, top 
dressed Fordham University jour-' yexican comic, heading vaude- 
nalism students yesterday (Tues.) | peyue at the Teatro Iris. Doing 
on industry p.r. problems. _ ‘ well at 55c. top 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic Pic- Variety Club of Mexico has 
tures’ prez, returns today (Wed) yamed Alfredo Holguin, SRO 


on the America after a one-month 
Furopean trip. Also arriving is 
actress Vera Ralston and Mrs. Les- 
lie Banks, wife of the British actor. 

Mexican film producer Rudolph 
Lowenthal, after spending two 
weeks in New York, planes to the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) for three 
days before returning to Mexico 
City to begin work on “The Eter- 
na! Flame.” 

James Edwards, Negro thesper 
who starred in Stanley Kramer's 
“Home of the Brave,” honor guest 
grSeccey (Tues.) at a Hotel 

heresa cocktail party thrown by might do a pic there. 
the Negro Actors Guild, Hunter Cuban show with 


Latin-America manager, and Luis 
R. Montes. top exhibitor, its dele- 
gates to the club’s world meet in 
New York, Oct. 25-28. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 


at Emporium nitery. 
Three Somaray dancers doing 
Zcrobatic tricks at the Rigat nitery. 


Nina Ver- 


College Dramatic Society and the chinina, Rosita Segovia and their) 


YMCA. 

Bori's becomes the new tag for 
the Caviar, w.k. East 49th street lery 
eatery. Boni’s Miram Miramar on Barcelona Philharmonic Orchestra. 
West 46th, opposite the Ritz, was Ana Mariscal huddling with An- 
sold by the boniface when he took dre Maurois to produce a pic in 
over a Fishkill, N. Y., roadhouse Spain based on one of Maurois’ 
which he will continue to operate books 
jointly with the new restaurant. Rosario & Antonio have finished 

Directly after Thanksgiving the their parts in pic. “Jose Maria. el 
Armand Deutsches (Benay Venu- Tempranillo.” This is their first 
ta) due east for a couple of weeks. pic in Spain. 

They must await the Dore Scharys’ 


dancers at the Windsor nitery. 
Hungarian conductor Bela de Csil- 





returns from their N.Y. trip,. ae 
around Armistice Day, for the India 
“Pattleground” preem. Deutsch . 

is aide to the Metro production By N. V. Eswar 


Kanpur is slated to get a studio 
brother of its own for production of Hindi 
films 


veevoee 
Charles Deere Wiman, 


of legit producer Dwight Deere = —" . 

Viman, among those on new board mW a ee 
of directors of Waldorf-Astoria ~~ a india . 
a A ge ye FO Bombay filmactor Zahur Raja, 


currently in France, will produce 


© é é rers. 4 _ we ” 
ment manufacturers Robert W Cleopatra” there. 


Dowling, president of City Invest- 
ing Corp., also named to the board 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Ada Leonard and Sammy Walsh 


brought floor shows back to Vogue 
Room. 


Calcutta with location shots to be 
taken at Narayanganj, in Bengal. 

Tino and his Boulevardiers, con- 
tinental band, booked into the 
Hotel Taj Mahal, Bombay, for one 
year with a renewal option. 


Portland, Ore. 





Heidi Kral, local operatic ca- 
nary. landed prominent role in Will Osborn orch on tour in 
Broadway's musicalized “Little Pacific Northwest. 
Foxes.” Mercer Bros. and Emogene 


Morrey Davidson, of Stan Zuck- Reeves ai Clover club. 
ers New York agency, here to see Les Brown band inked into Mc- 
his wife and recently born son, his Elroy’s Ballroom for Oct. 27. 
third child Lawrence Welk orch in for one 
aut, Elmo Lowe, who werked on nighte~ at McElroy’s Ballroom 
“Kid From Cleveland” for Repub- Freddie Slack orch set for 
lic, directing “Edward, My Son” as Jantzen Beach Ballroom Oct. 29 
Piay House opener. Portiand Civie Theatre opens 
Bobby May Dam in to pinch- “Payment Deferred” next week for 
hit for Howard and Wanda when three-week run. 


|show at 
| opening Dec. 19. 


Screenstar Jorge Mistral ready- | 


: . . | 
ing for a vacation in Mexico, and | By Florence S. Lowe 


to handle baton with the. 


Jean Renoir will film “River” in 


London 


Bud Flannagan celebrating his 
silver wedding Nov. 8. 

The W. J. Kuppers celebrated 
their 29th wedding anniversary by 
attending the Variety Club induc- 
tion banquet. ’ 

Renown chief George Minter, 
has postponed his projected visit | 
to New York. and isn’t expected to 
leave before the New Year. 

W. C. Bass voted new general 
secretary of the Variety Artists 
Federation, succeeding Lewis Lee, 
who quit the post earlier this year. | 

Jimmy Campbell, formerly 
Campbell, Connelly mugic pub- 
lishers. has acquired o music 
publishing company of Cecil Len- 
nox 

Reg Connelly sailed on the 
Queen Mary last Saturday on a 
routine visit on behalf of the music 
publishing companies with which 
he’s associated 

Prince Littler’s offices are mov- 
ing from Coliseum buildings to His 
Majesty’s theatre. This necessi- 
tates Jack Hylton moving from 
there to Pall Mall. 

Phil Gersdorf, who's been in 
London for five months looking 
after U. S. publicity for Disney's 
“Treasure Island,” returning to 
Hollywood early next month with 
Mrs. Gersdorf. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Deep River Boys return to Glas- 
gow Dec. 12 

John Boles paying return visit to 
Empire musichall, Edinburgh. 

Harry Gordon, Scot comic now 
in U. S.. sails for home Oct. 29. 

Allan Jones back in Glasgow on 
quick return visit for variety fans. 

“Bless the Bride” to be Christ- 
mas attraction at Empire, Edin- 
burgh. 

Barbara Mullen to Glasgow Nov. 
28 in new thriller, “Murder at the 
Vicarage.” ° 

Tommy Morgan and Bobby Tel- 
ford, Seot comics, to Belfast for 
Christmas. 

Gracie Fields, doing one-night 
stands, is booked for Edinburgh in 
November. 

Bruce Trent, here in 
Time,” to have lead 
“Brigadoon.” 

New Scot comic Johnny Victory 
heading December production at 
Palace, Dundee. 

Ruth Erglen Rep preeming “Un- 
cle Faustus,” play by Dundee opti- 
cian Alec Robertson. 

Pete Collins bringing his new 
oddities show “Jungle Fantasy” to 
Glasgow Nov. 21 and Edinburgh 


“Lilac 
in London's 


Nov. 28. 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Ju- 
liet” will be Christmas attraction 


at Dundee Rep theatre, 
Dec. 20. 


opening | 


| ish 
-making plans for a film with Ital- 


U. S. dancers Jackie Billings and 


into winter 
Leith, 


Diana Chase going 
Gaiety theatre, 


New stage adaptation of Alex- 


'andre Dumas’ “The Three Mus- 
Marita de Ansa heads the show keteers,” by Henry Hamilton, sked-_ 


ded for Dundee Rep Nov. 28. 


Washington 





| Rudy Vallee due into Shoreham 
Blue Room next Monday (31). 
Nick Kenny guest of honor at a re- 
cent Old New Orleans “celebrity 
/night.” 

Yehudi Menuhin debuting sea- 
son for National Symphony with 
sock results. 

Harry Snider folding at Royal 
Palm Room (formerly the Cairo) 
after two weeks. 


Barrett Kiesling in from Metro | 


studio to do spade work on “Bat- 
tleground” preem set for Nov. 9. 
Society for Preservation and En- 
couragement of Barber Shop Quar- 
tet Singing in America, Inc., con- 
certing here Friday (28) night. 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Actress Valerie Hobson in Rome. 
Producer William Szekely is in 

Munich. : 
_ British director Carol Reed visit- 
ing in Rome. 

Ice Revue at the Teatro Valle. 
with The Three Sailors billed. 

Gerald Mayer (MPAA) and Mrs. 
in Rome for a couple weeks from 
Paris. 

_ The Robert Buckner troupe, mak- 
ing “Deported,” are in Naples on 
location. 

Edgar Ulmer at the Hassler pre- 
paring to direct exterior shots for 
a British film. 

Mike Frankovitch winding up 
shooting on “The Dark Road” at 
Scalera Studios. 

Maria Montez in from Venice 
for a few days. “Thief of Venice” 
film starts any day. 

Orson Welles at the Excelsior 
hotel, back from his trip to Lon- 
don for “Macbeth” dubbing. 


lera Films, leaves for New York 
soon for several months’ stay. 


' Rene Clair finishing up “Faust,” 


Wednesday, October 26, 1949 


with Michel Simon and Gerard! 


Philip, at the Cine Citta studios. 


Director Mario Zampa, of “To 
Live in Peace,” off to London to 
direct “Lady in Black” for Nettle- 


fold Co. 


Director Sidney Salkow has an-) 
nounced his engagement to Elaine F 
MacDonald. They plan to be mar- 


Brit- 


ried in Rome. 
Anthony Havelock-Allen, 
producer, at the Hassler hotel 


ian exteriors. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Katharine Hepburn’s “As You 
Like It” dated into Nixon for week 
before Xmas 
Ted Newlin has 


quit WPGH 


sales. staff to join Russell (Doc) 
Pratt agency. 
Annual Burton Holmes series 


of Travelogues opens at Carnegie 
Music Hall, Nov. 2. 

Georgie Price and Pat Wymore 
heading new show at William Penn 
Hotel's Terrace Room. 

Dona Mason back at Monte 
Carlo after being down with laryn- 
gitis for several days. 

Sylvia Karlton, late of “Allegro,” 
playing first nitery engagement in 
home town at Nixon Cafe. 

Ted Goldsmith in town drum- 
beating “Anne of Thousand Days,” 
season's first subscription play. 

Alexander Gousseff, last at Latin 
Quarter in Miami, managing 7th 
Ave. Hotel’s new Triangle Room. 

Rudy Vallee’s engagement at Bill 
Green's ties right in with opening 
of “Father Was Fullback,” in 
which he appears, at Fulton. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 


Dean Murphy out of St. Francis 
Hotel after appendectomy. 


The Vagabonds, Jan Murray and 
Rose Marie open at Clover Club, 
Dec. 23. 


Judie Manners and June Ed- 
wards set for new show this week 
at Clover Club. 

Copa City deal with creditors 
found majority okaying reopening 
under Murray Weinger aegis. 

Kitty Davis tees off winter run 
this week with Dennis Sisters, 
Mickey Freeman and Kenny Davis. 

If Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis can 
clear radio commitments they'll 
preem Ned _ Schuyler’s Beach- 
comber season again. 

Chez Paree expected to open 
season in mid-November with show 
headed up bv Martha King, Steve 
Condos and Jerry Brandow and a 
Don Arden line. 


Chicago 


Joan Taylor visiting her family | 


in Lake Forest, II. 


Willie Shore’s wife seriously ill 
at Chicago Memorial Hospital. 


Roy Rogers to address National 


Safety Council, Stevens Hotel, Oct. | 


25 


Producer Merriel Abbott, talent | 
_head for Hilton Hotel chain, back | 
|}at desk after two-month session 


with broken leg. 
Kenny O'Morrison checked into 
town to join cast of “Golden 


Gloves Story” being filmed here, 


with James Dunn in lead. 

Phil Regan’'s opening at Mayfair 
Room, Blackstone Hotel last week 
looked more like a political pow- 
wow, with Mayor Kenelly, Gov. 
Stevenson, Judge Sullivan and 
others on hand. 


Minneapolis 

Ray McKinley band into the 
Prom, St. Paul ballroom. 

Don Stolz, Old Log strawhat pro- 
ducer, directing convention show. 

Ted Lewis and revue due soon 
at Club Carnival on two-week 
date. 

Paul Villard and Sybil 
set for two weeks at 
Flame room. 

Boston Opera Co. in five per- 
formances at Lyceum over next 
weekend (28-30). 

Charlie Ventura band, after sin- 
gle concert in Minneapolis. plays 
two weeks at The Drum, St. Paul 


nitery. 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Ciro’s has switched to recording 
name = | with Lilyan Carol for 
opening bill. 

The Powelton Cafe has enlarged 
the stage and switched to a colored 
revue policy. 

Vivian Cooper, formerly with 
WIP here, named promotion direc- 


Bowan 
Radisson 





tor and in charge of women’s ac-. 


tivities for WTTM, Trenton. 
“Hayloft Hoedown,” local hill- 


| billy radio troupe, si 
Pietro Brullo, executive of Sca- y pe signed to play 


for the Massachusetts Square 
Dance Contest, in Boston, Nov. 22, 


for New England Veterans of 


Foreign Wars. 


Hollywood 


Emma Matzo legally adopted her 
| film name, Lizabeth Scott. 

| Luis Sanchez in from Mexico for 
'huddiles with Jesse L. Lasky. 





| Myrna Loy checked in at 20th- 
ox after 18 months in Europe. 
Richard Widmark in from Eng- 
— to resume work on 20th-Fox 
| lot. 
| Gen. Alfredo Delesque Dossan- 
, tos Cintra of Portugal gandering 
studios. 
| John Garfield out 
|after four weeks’ 
| heart trouble. 

Charles P. Skouras selected as 
“Man of the Year” by Beverly Hills 
B'nai B'rith Lodge. 

Bob Doman returned to 20th-Fox 
flackery after seven weeks in Vic- 
toria. B. C.. hospital. 

Joseph M. Schenck postponed 
his South American trip; now 
slated to start Nov. 20. . 

Gary Cooper inducted as honor- 
ary mayor of Brentwood, with 
George Jessel as emcee. 

Floyd C. Henry heading for Ma- 
nila as Far Eastern division man- 
ager for Paramount International. 

Richard Dix left half his estate, 
valued at “more than $100,000,” to 
his widow, with the remainder in 
trust for his children. 

Jack L. Warner presented with 
the Officer’s Cross of the Legion 


of hospital 
treatment for 


'of Honor by Alexandre de Man- 
ziarly, French Consul. 
Malvina Pumphrey took three- 


month leave from Metro's publicity 
department to join her producer 


husband, Ken McEldowney, in 
India 
Vaude unit consisting of Louis 


Jourdan, Rhonda Fleming. John 
Agar, Rory Caihuoun and Isabelita, 
tees off six-week tour Nov. 2 in 
St. Louis. 


Copenhagen 
By Victor Skaarup 

Colored swing-singer Viola Jef- 
fersoa is a big hit at the National- 
Scala. 

Svend Asmussen’s band is the 
big aitraction in Stig Lommer's 
autumn revue, “Festfyrvarkeri,” at 
Tivoli. 

Mogens Wieth, Denmark's lead- 
ing romantic actor, went to Israel 
in a jeep for his summer holidays 
and made a film, which he is now 
showing with a lecture about the 
new Israel. 

The reception given old U. S. 


film revivals in tremendous. “May- 
time” (M-G) and “Wuthering 
Heights” ‘(Goldwyn)’ are being 


played to sold-out houses at many 
second-run theatres. 

British film, “Quartet,” praised 
by all the crix, only played a week 
,}at the Norreport. Reception of 
“An ideal husband” at the Palla- 
dium was also so-so. Biggest 
American film hit is “For Whom 
the Bell Tolls,” at Palads. 

“Cruising Down the River” was 
' published in Copenhagen two years 
ago and was a complete flop. But 
when the tune became popular in 
U. S., Danish listeners heard it 
over American Forces Network in 
'Germany, and now the British 
waltz hit is the most played tune 
in Denmark. 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Judith Furse, actress, in from 
London on vacation. 


Jack Cruise, comedian. inked for 
pahtomime at Olympia here. 


Sean Ryan, tenor, returns to 
U. S. soon after Irish vacation. 
Ben Bono, ventriloquist. back 


from tour in U. S. zone in Ger- 
many. 

Dennis Johnston, playwright and 
TV producer, leaves for U. S. next 
month. 

Danny Cummins, comedian. on 
tour after seasen at Butlin’s Holi- 
day Camp. 

Percy Whittle has sold out his 
two nabe houses and plans retire- 
ment in South Africa. 

Frank Carney’s Abbey winner, 
“The Righteous Are Bold.” skedded 
for London in December. 

Desmond Perry will manage 
coming tour of southern towns by 
Brendan Smith Touring Co. 

Warbler Gloria Greene back for 
season at Queen's, Dublin, after 
stint in London night spots. 

George Jay, Irish .manager for 
Columbia for past ‘10 years. has 
poeee out to enter exhib side of 

iz. 

Norma Barry, former terper, 
named manager for Irish Enter- 
tainments, Ltd., owners of Empire, 
Belfast. 

Odeon (Ireland), Ltd.. part of 
J. Arthur Rank setup here, an- 
nounced dividend of 10°, same 
as last year. , 

Esme Biddle will direct Irish 
‘translation of Emlyn Williams 
“Night Must Fall” for Galway 
Gaelic Theatre. 

Ron Harris, British 16m biz top- 

r, is planning opening branch 
| ere to distribute 20th-Fox and 
Par product on 16m. . 
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is paying salaries of his troupe. 
While fair for Paris, they don't 
stack up to Broadway pays. Bulk 
of the troupe was getting $80 «a 
week each, which is $5 above union 
minimum. 








New TV Talent 


Continued from page 1 





Colette Marchand, who | 


onto established name talent for 


added audience lure. These ac- 
tors, while not stars, were acknowl- 
edged competent performers who 
bypassed their careers In the other 
media to work long hours of video 
rehearsal and shows. Most of them 
were paid only token fees, getting 
instead the standard platitudes 
that they were “pioneers in a new 
medium” who would have the jump 
on their confreres by getting into 
TV early. Today, when they get 
a chance at a video show, they are 
offered the same money but have 
wised up to the platitudes. As a 
result. most of them have forsaken 
video to return to their other work 
where they can earn a living. 

Among these Mary Patton, 
who starred in the first serial show 
on NBC-TV., titled “Black Angel,” 
and later played in a number of 
the hour-long dramatic shows 
aired on a sustaining basis by the 
web in the Sunday night spot now 
occupied by “Philco TV Theatre.” 
Others are Vaughn Taylor, Vinton 
Hayworth and John McQuade, all 
three of whom established names 
for themselves in video when the 
number of receivers in N. Y. 
totaled no more than 15,000-20,000. 
Latter trio also co-starred on NBC- 
TV in both presentations of “Mr. 
Mergenthwirker’s Lobblies,” first 
original video play to arouse any 
interest from film producers. 

Most of the producers of dra- 
matic shows, on the other hand, 
have turned almost completely to 
legit and film stars, to the extent 
that some have completely re- 
versed the usual practice of find- 
ing actors to fit a prepared script. 
Now such shows as “Chevrolet 
Tele-Theatre’™’ first determine what 
stars will be available on a certain 
date and then shop around for a 
suitable script to match the par- 
ticular acting talent of the stars. 

Latter show. incidentally, has 
paced the field in finding and de- 
veloping new thesps. Charlton 
Heston, who was featured in last 
year’s production of “Julius 
Caesar” on “Studio One” and 
starred Monday night (24) on the 
series’ “Battleship Bismarck,” was 
discovered by Miner. Same holds 
true for Felicia Montealegre, who's 
also been starred on_ several 
“Studio One” shows. 

While tele has also neglected the 
development of new writers, pre- 
ferring instead to raid other 
branches of show biz where pos- 
sible or else adapt former hit 
plays, films or bestsellers, it has 
had more success in the direction 
and production fields. Most of the 
top producers and directors work- 
ing for the major webs or ad agen- 
cles have had experience in other 
phases of the business but didn’t 
make their mark until TV. Worth- 
ington Miner, for example, had 
considerable experience on Broad- 


is 


way but came into his own 
on video. Same holds true for 
NBC-TV’s Fred Coe, who had 


worked in summer stock and ex- 
perimental theatres before joining 


that web to become its top pro- 


ducer-director. 






a 





Terpers Walk 
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ly good deal for themselves, al- 
though they were taking a risk in 
bringing in an unknown troupe 
against the highly-touted Sadler's 
Wells Baliet. With $2,400 weekly 
salaries for 14 dancers; $2,000 
estimated for stagehands: $3,000 
for musicians; $3,000 for exploita- 
ton, and some scattered expenses, 
it’s figured the Shuberts are get- 
ting about $11.000 weekly via rent, 
and another $12,000 or more week- 
ly (with Arthur Lesser) as profit. 

Ballets de Paris was imported 
from the French capital by Arthur 
Lesser and the Shuberts for a 
N. Y. engagement, to be followed 


by a U. S. tour. Roland Petit, foun- | 


der - director-chief choreographer- 
leading dancer of the troupe, sign- 
ed two contracts with the Shuberts 
in Paris. One was for $2,400 a 
month for his own services. The 
other was for $7.200 a month for 
the company. It was an f.o.b. 

Y. project. Petit paying trans- 
portation of troupe from Paris to 
N. Y. and back. 

Over last weekend he gave the 
‘orps a $15 raise each, with a $20 
hike to the soloists. But troupe 
Still wants more coin. and is still 


krumbling. with sentiment strong 
OT a walkout. 


From the $7,200 a month, Petit 


got terrific notices, followed up by 
more newspaper and 


pany, got $125 a week. 
ballerina lead in a U. 
gets $300 to $350. 


Ss. 


Milorad Miskovitch. second male 


lead, got $125 a week. Gordon 
Hamilton, who plays’ character 
leads sot $100. Renee Jeanmaire. 
getting feams of publicity § as 
troupe’s leading femme dancer, 


and the lead in its boxoffice pull, 


“Carmen,” gets about $250. 


Even 


getting small pay compared 


Broadway standards 


In 
with 


his 
for 


share. 
instance, 


weekly 
Pacific,” 


as 


small when the 
tour, and certainly 
its terrific Broadway biz 


company 


clothing, other necessities they had 
figured on. 
Paris of raises of about $15 each in 
N. Y. if the troupe clicked. 
Situation is unusual in that, al- 
though Petit has a contract with 


the Shuberts. he doesn't have any | 


with his dancers. They could walk 
out on him. For that matter, Petit’s 
contract permits him to give the 
Shuberts a week's notice, although 
it isn't likely that he would avail 


himself of that. 






Berlin Life 


Continued from page |! 


Americans in Berlin. “Some En- 
chanted Evening” claims ali honors 
for the year’s most popular song. 


No Russ Patrons 

Vicky Thunus and his Belgium 
orchestra are a big hit at the 
Anchor Club on Lake Wansee. The 
Anchor Club will stay open all 
winter this year. It will offer floor 
shows in addition to dancing in 
order to attract customers to travel 
nine miles to the border of the 
Russian zone. The Russians, by 
the way. very seldom patronize the 
club. One night iast June a car- 
load of Red soldiers did walk into 
the place armed with a tommy gun 
and demanded schnapps. One of 
the hostesses took the situation in 
hand, theugh. and bought them cof- 
fee, and then sent them away 
peacetuily. 

The opera season is on and the 
three opera houses are packing 
them in. Two of the houses, the 
Staatsoper and the Komische Oper, 
are in the Russian sector, while the 
Staedtische Oper is in the British 
sector. 

The Berlin Philharmonic Orches- 
tra, with Wilhelm Furtwangler 
conducting. opened its season at 
the Titania Palast three weeks ago. 
The MctClovys attended, with French 
Commissioner Francois Poncet and 


British High Commissioner’ Sir 
Brian Robertson as guests. Con- 


spicuous by his absence was Rus- 
sian General Kotikov, who was also 
invited by McCloy. 

Rosemary Murphy, daughter of 


U. S. Ambassador to Belgium 


Robert Murphy. is starring in “Wir | 


Armen Erdenbuerger.”’ a German 


play which has had a very success- 
ful run at the Schlossparktheater 
in the American sector. 





‘Six Times’ 


Continued from page 1 


been 
released yet, and other platteries 
are figuring to wax it, since juke- 


the tune, although it hasn't 


box orders immediate and 
many. 

This marks the third Wakely-re- 
corded tune that has been turned 
down by NBC. “Slippin’ Around,” 
which he did with Miss Whiting, 
and a solo. “One Has My Name, 
the Other Has My Heart.” were 
the other two. “Slippin’ Around” 
is still barred. but it has sold over 
970,000 copies. Bobby Mellin 
Music Co. published “Six Times.” 
Other publishers were after it be- 
cause of the title. but Mellin final- 
ly nabbed the rights by giving the 
writers $2.000 advance, a large sum 
for an oatune. 


were 


magazine 
publicity as “The Legs.” and who 
is second femme lead in the com- 
Average 

troupe 


Petit himself. for his. four- 
way contribution to the troupe, is 
to 
Instead of his 
$600 weekly, trade figures, on basis 
of the show's $35,000 gross, that he 
should be getting $2,500 to $3,000 
“South 
its 
weekly $50.000 take, Mary Martin 
is drawing down about $3,500. So 
is Ezio Pinza. And for acting alone. 


Dance world figures Ballets de 
Paris salaries as much too low for 
its featured dancers. generally too | 
has to 
low based on 
With $80 
weekly dancers were getting by in 
N. Y., but had no surplus to buy 


Petit assured them in 








MARRIAGES 


Rose Marie Quinn to William 
Murray, Jr., Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. 
Bride’s on staff of MGM exchange 
in Pitt. 

Donna Atwood to John H. Harris, 


Waynesburg, Pa., in August. He’s 
showman and producer of “Ice 
apanes’; bride is star of the 
show. 


| Elaine Beach to Bill Weems, Las 
Vegas, Oct. 22. 


act booker for General Artists 
Corp. 

Roslyn Silverman to Joseph 
Maharam, N. Y., Oct. 23. He is 


head of Maharam Fabrics, theatri- 
cal fabric house. 


Valerie Hilda Cohen to Ben 
Frommer, Los Angeles, Oct. 23. 
He’s a publicist 

Bertie Nichols to William B. 
Crane, Jr., Montecito. Cal.. Oct. 14 


Bride is photo editor 
licity dept. 

Mary Stringfellow 
Roche, Reno, Oct. 17 
licist. 

Charlotte Manson to 
Brown, New York, Oct. 7 He's 
vocalist on “Stop the Music” radio 
stanza; bride is a radio actress. 

Anne Shirley to Charles 
Lederer, New York, Oct. 19. 
is a film actress; he's 
writer and son of the late George 
W. Lederer, legit producer. 

Karen Lindgre to Thomas Pos- 
ton, New York, Oct. 17. Both are 
legit players. 

Therese Martin Hanley to An- 
thony Joseph Paget, Jr.. Douglas- 
ton, N. Y., Oct. 15. Bride is the 
daughter of the late James F. 
Hanley, songwriter. 

Eunice Gibson to Leon Biedrzy- 
cki, Glasgow, Scotland. Oct. 16 
Bride is ballet dancer in “Briga- 
doon” at His Majesty's. London: 
he’s in cast of “King’s 
sody,” also current in London. 


| Bill Boyd 


Continued from page 1 ———— 
stellar role in a rodeo. He turned 
down a bid from the Arena Mana- 
gers Assn. to head a roundup in 


in CBS pub- 


to Frank 
He's a pub- 


Dick 














favor of going out on a series of | 
unit. | 


one-nighters with his own 
| Feeling is that while the money 
|may be heavier on a rodeo, the 
| playing time is limited and tax bite 
|is heavy. On the other hand, as 
head of his own touring show, he 
| can clean up on one-night stands 
and will keep more coin because 
it makes him eligible under the 
capital gains setup. 

Boyd has been making a 
of department stores during 
past few months promoting 
children’s line. 


tour 
the 
his 


,to concentrate on this promotion. 
| With this tour, he tested his draw 
around the country. Recently, in 
Washington, in an appearance in 
Hecht's Dept. Store, the emporium 
found it necessary to rent Uhline’s 
arena to save wear and tear on 
the establishment. More than 
25,000 showed up in an all-day 
‘line. In a recent appearance at 
| Gertz Store, Jamaica, N. Y., it was 
| necessary to take him off the floor 
_and use a nearby parking lot. 
Boyd in his Washington appear- 
ance departed from usual cowboy 
|eustom by announcing that while 
there’s no kissing in his films, he 
| personally likes that pastime, and 
would buss any femme desiring 
‘same. Some in the older age 
groups took advantage of his offer. 


2 ‘Roberts’ Cos. 











script being written by Clifford 
Odets. 
‘Pacific’ Nets 10G Weekly 

“South Pacific.’ regularly gross- 
ing over $50,600 at the Majestic | 
theatre, N. Y.. is netting between | 
| $10,000 and $11,000 weekly. As of 
Oct. 1 the Richard Rodgers-Oscar 
Hammerstein, I!. musical had 
earned a profit of about $100,000 
on its $225,000 investment. On 
the several occasions when Ezio 
Pinza has missed performances, the 
profit actually increases, “as the 
singer is on a percentage of the 
gross, and there have never been 
any refunds when he has been out. 

Royalty setup of the musical is 
involved. The authors share 10%. 
Of this, Rodgers and Hammerstein | 
get 9% ‘which they split evenly); | 
James Michener, who wrote the! 
original “Tales of the South Pa- 
cific” stories on which the show is 
based. gets 1%. but Logan. al- 
though billed as co-author of the 
libretto, doesn't share. 

As director, Logan gets 2'2% of 
the gross. He also shares with 
Rodgers, Hammerstein and Hay- 
ward in the producers’ end of the 
profits. Michener has a smal! piece 
of the backers’ end of the profits 


He's a band and) 


D. } 
Bride | 
a screen | 


Rhap- | 


He hasn't made a} 
film in more thai a year in order | 
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| OBITUARIES 


} 

JACQUES COPEAU 
| Jacques Copeau, 70, veteran 
French actor, playwright and pro- 
ducer, died in Beaune, France, 
Oct. 20. 


Born and educated in Paris, 
Copeau wrote his first successful 
lay while still a student at the 
yeee Condorcet. In 1908, he was 
one of the founders of the Nou- 
velle Revue Francaise, leading 
French literary magazine. Five 
years later, he established the 
Theatre du Vieux Colombier, in 
which he was not only producer, 
eiso director, actor and cos- 
tume designer. 

During the first World War, 
Copeau was sent on a government 
|} mission to the l S.. and for a 
time director of a French com- 
pany which played at the Garrick 
theatre, N. Y. In 1923, he retired 
to his country estate and estab- 
lished a school for actors there. 

After 1924 he devoted most of 
his time to the school, leaving the 
Vieux Colombier in other hands. 


+ 
but 


{In 1939 he returned to Paris to) 


| direct plays at the Comedie-Fran- 
| caise and to become administrator 
|of the Odeon and the “national 
popular theatre” at the Palais ce 
Chaillot. 

| The following year, he acted for 
a time as stage director of the 
| Comedie-Francaise. Howover, he 
/soon incurred the disfavor of the 
Germans and the Vichy govern- 
ment, and retired once again to 
Pernand-Vergelesses. 





RUTH VIVIAN 

| Ruth Vivian, English-born ac- 
tress, died in New York Oct. 24. 
Miss Vivian, who came to the U. S. 
originally with the Ben Greet com 
pany, was last seen in the Broad- 
way production of “Goodbye, My 
| Fancy,” from which she recently 
| retired because of illness. She be- 
gan her career in London, perform- 
ing with her brothers and sisters 
in an act called “Les Petites Vivi- 
ennes. She toured the continent 
with Sir Philip Ben Greet in 
Shakespearean repertory and was 
later seen on Broadway in “The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,” ‘The 


Damask Cheek,” “Sweet Aloes,” 
“And Now Good-bye,” “The 
Strings, My Lord, Are False,” and 


a number of other plays 

In 1937 Miss Vivian received the 
Helping Hand Medal from the Co- 
|lumbia Broadcasting Co. in recog- 
inition of her work in forming a 
school to train teachers of dramatic 
art for the blind and also in secur- 
ing a library gf plays for the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind. She 
and her pupils were responsible 
for preparing the prompt books 
| now available in Braille for distri- 
bution to State schools throughout 
the U. S. 





HAROLD D. CARROLL 
Harold “Buss” Carroll, 42, man- 
/ager of the Esquire theatre of the 
| Fox Midwest circuit, died Oct. 20 
in Kansas City, Mo. He suffered 
a heart attack on Oct. 8. 

Carroll had been with Fox Mid- 
west for 17 years, beginning as a 
doorman at the Jayhawk theatre, 
Topeka, Kans., in 1932. A year 
later he stepped into his first man- 
agerial job at the Peoples theatre, 
Chanute, Kans. In following years 
he managed theatres in Carthage, 
Mo., Topeka and Atchison, Kans., 
before coming to Kansas City. He 
became manager of the Fairway 
theatre, a metropolitan area first- 
run, about five years ago, and later 
was transferred to the Esquire. 

Survived by wife, and a brother. 
| Glenn, also a theatre manager in 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 








CRAIG REYNOLDS 


Craig Reynoids, 42, film actor, 
died Oct. 22 in Los Angeles as a 
result of a motor crash. Born 
Hugh Infield, he started his career 
on the stage, playing in a number 
of Little Theatres, including the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 

His motion picture career, start- 
ing in 1934, was interrupted by 
World War II, in which he was one 
of the first Hollywood players to 
enlist. He became a lieutenant in| 
the Marine Corps and was serious- 
ly wounded in action. His wife, 
Barbara Pepper, survives. 





KARL DOKTOR 


Karl Doktor, 64, of the Philadel- 
phia Musical Academy staff. died 
in New York, Oct. 17. Born in 
Vienna, Doktor came to this coun- 
try in 1939. Prior to that he had 
been a member of the famed 
Busch String Quartet. 

In recent years he acted as in- 
structor of violin and viola and 
chamber music coach at the Phila- 
delphia school. A wife and son 
survive. 


CATHERINE MacKENZIE 

Catherine MacKenzie, 55. N. Y. 
Times parent and child editor and 
radio commentator, died in New 
York Oct. 24. She conducted a 
women’s column on the Columbia 
Broadcasting System and was re- 
ferred to as “radio's first woman 
columnist.” She was also. the 
author of a biography, “Alexander 
Graham Bell,” published in 1928. 

Her husband, Edward lHalem 
Bierstadt, survives. 


WILLIAM D. ECCLESTON 


William D. Eccleston, 8!. .one- 


time exhibitor, died at his home 
in Bayshore, L. I., Oct. 24. In 1910 
Eccleston opened the Bay Shore 
Opera House, the first of a chain 
of 20 theatres owned by im in 
Nassau and Suffolk counties. El- 


cleston sold the chain in 1920 when 
he opened Captain Bill's restau- 
rant in Bayshore. 

Surviving are his wife, six sons 
and seven daughters. 


WILLIAM J. O'BRIEN 


William J. O’Brien, 74, first the- 
atre operator in Clarion, Pa., died 
in that town Oct. 10. He owned 
the original Grand Nickelodeon 35 
years ago, on the site of the pres- 
ent Orpheum in Clarion. 

Following his pioneering in the 
motion picture business, O'Brien 
became an electrical wiring con- 
tractor and at time of his death 
was the owner of a service station. 
He leaves seven children. 








HYMIE NOVITSKY 
Hymie Novitsky, film salesman 
on Omaha film row for many years, 


died suddenly in that city Oct. 22. 
He had been operated on at the 
Mayo Cliinic, Rochester, Minn., 


and was apparently on the way to 
recovery. 

Experience as a chef in the 
Army gave him the training te 
operate a successful restaurant for 
some years. 


_———. 


MARGARET DOUGLASS 


Mrs. H. Ben Smith, 53, actress 
professionally known as Margaret 
Douglass, died in New York, Oct 
24. A Texas U. graduate, Mrs 
Smith was one of the founders of 
the Dallas Little Theatre. She ap- 
peared on Broadway in “Russet 
Mantle,” “The Women,” “The Fatal 
Weakness” and “Bloomer Girl.” 

Her husband, a son, a daughter 
and two sisters survive. 


JACK D. GRANT 


Jaek Douglass Grant, 52, former 
motion picture editor for the L. A. 
Mirror, died Oct. 20 at his home 
in Beverly Hills after an overdose 
of sleeping pills. : 

Grant began his newspaper ca- 


‘reer with the N. Y. World. later 


serving as western editor for film 
mags and reviewer for trade 
papers. 





J. E. BLACK 
J. E. Black, 79, onetime vaude- 


villian, died at his home in Hot 


Springs, Ark., Oct. 19. 

He was a comedian and a danc- 
er, and member of the Black and 
O’Donald dance team which played 
vaude houses in the early ‘20's. 
His partner was his wife. 





HARRY BRACK 

Harry Brack, 54, stage manager 
of the Paliadium theatre, London, 
died after a heart attack there, 
Oct. 21. 

Brack had been stage manager 
of the variety theatre for nearly 
25 years. 


RUTHVEN McDONALD 
Ruthven McDonald, 84, baritone 
and former manager of the Adanac 
Four. died in Toronto, Oct. 22. 
Survived by wife. 


Martin J. Doner, 84, pioncer film 
art director, died Oct. 15 in Holly- 


wood. 











dames Wade, 54, former asst. film 
director, died Oct. 15 in Hollywood. 


BIRTHS 


Raul and Eva Reyes, daughter, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Oct. 18. 
Parents are cafe and vaude dance 
team. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Ross How- 
ard, son, Hollywood, Oct. 20. 
Mother is Dorothy Lamour, screen 
star. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom King, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Oct. 20 ather is 
press agent for the Chicago Sta- 
dium. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hinkle, 
daughter, Boulder, Col., Oct. 22. 
Mother is Josephine Antoine, Met 
opera soprano: father is radio pre- 
gram director there. 
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... Now on tour 







“Chicken Foot, 
"Sparagrass, 
Hominy 
’n Butter’ 















Shine On 
Harvest 
Moon’”’ 





Rave notices 
of their Recent Engagement at 
the swank MOCAMBO in HOLLYWOOD 


THE BILLBOARD 


Movambo, Hollywood (Wednesday, September 29) 


For freshness and excitement, you have to go some to top the Andy and 
Della Russell team. They make a sparkling pair and click solidly with each song 
selection. Luscious Della is equally blessed with good voice and looks, a con- 
tagious personality and plenty of sales savvy. Twosome’s stage manner is re- 
laxed and pleasing. Patter is cleverly scribed to suit the young-couple type, 
and delivery is polished without being stilted. 

Russell opens solo with a couple of mike-clinging ballads. Act takes on zing 
the minute his wife walks on, building to a sock windup with a series of straight 
and comedy song and dance offerings. You Could Be Replaced ties in a string 
of Russell take-offs on Dick Haymes, Vaughn Monroe. Tony Martin and Frankie 
Laine. Last named was riotously presented, and brought down the house. Two- 
some won many mitts for song flashbacks, including Say It With Music, Ain't 
She Sweet, Shine On Harvest Moon, My Time Is Your Time and For Me and 
My Gal. Rural routine complete with hoedown hoofing on Chicken Foot, Hominy 
and Butter is a sock selection and brings cheers. Wind-up number is cleverly 
handled, pair going dreamy for Maybe It's Because while doing a couple of 
turns on the dance floor. Each picks an elderly partner from the ringside to 
start the customers dancing. 

Lee Zhito 
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VARIETY 
Mecambo, Hollyweed, Hollywood. Sept. 27. 


Andy and Della Russell should manage to chalk up another successfu! ap- 
pearance here with their pleasant warbling of pop and specialty tunes. Show- 
folk who patronize Charley Morrison's Sunset Strip nitery like the pleasant, 
heart-warming way the two youngsters work together and the fresh, newly- 
married romantic feeling they have towards each other in their solid trouping. 

Russell, with his velvety crooning and large store of energy, carries the duo; 
but his wife supplies plenty of charge to the act with her blonde beauty. Best of 
their numbers opening night was an amusing specialty, “Chicken Foot, 'Spara- 

’ grass, Hominy ‘n Butter,” by Louise Long and Earl Brent. During their more 
~~ than three-quarters of an hour at the mike, however, the Russells were inter- 
rupted time and again with bursts of applause . . . Russell has unveiled a talent 
for pleasant burlesquing of other performers, such as Jimmy Stewart, Clark 
Gable, Vaughn Monroe and Tony Martin. 

ee Dag. 
aicoros 


Soon to Be Released: CHICKEN FOOT, ‘SPARAGRASS, 
HOMINY 'N BUTTER, SHINE ON HARVEST MOON 


Currently Appearing: EL RANCHO VEGAS, Las Vegas, Nev. 


Personal Management 


rex GEORGE Bullets DURGOM 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY CHARLES WICK 
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